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a/ Notes from the Edge of the Desk

How many times have you been told in the last week that there was something in
your immediate future which was going to be life altering? Movie trailers, pain relievers,
book reviews, even a magazine article promised me that they were all going to change
my life. And that was just in the past week.

Part of it's just timing—television series are doing season finales. Evidently, they are
all going to be permanently etched on my retina somehow. | hate to think that when I'm
dying & my life flashes before me, I'm going to get reruns of USA original programming
& Super Bowls with roman numerals & clever beer commercials.

One of the shows promised that their finale would be the hour people would be
talking about all summer! All summer? Are there really people out there who spend
their summers reliving the season finale of their favorite television show?

| can see it: a middle-aged couple, sitting on a porch swing as evening comes on,
sipping sun tea from their Libby glasses.

Him: “That really was quite the final episode last May, wasn't it?”

Her: “Buck, that was two and a half months ago! Don’t you think tonight we might
talk about—oh, | don’t know....maybe the kids. Maybelle's getting married on
Labor Day weekend, remember?”

“Yep. But there probably won't be a sniper like there was on that show, will
there?”

“Well, I'm kind of hoping not. Then again, it might be okay if he was able to get
a clear shot at that soloist. Kansas will never be as flat as she was when she
sang at Claudine’s wedding last spring.”

“So, who do YOU think got whacked in the shoot out in the warehouse?”
“Buck! You'll find out in September! In the meanwhile, | have to come up with
a punch that will complement a turquoise & brown color scheme! I'm thinking
maybe Nestles Quick, ginger ale & some kind of blue/green sherbet. How do
you think that would taste?

“I think it's going to be the girlfriend that gets killed. One of the blogs said she
signed to do a movie with Stallone this fall, if he’s not using a walker by then...”
“All right, that's enough! You've got to leave this behind you right now! Our
friends are avoiding us! Think about it! It's not just a coincidence that the lunch
you take to work has been flushed every day for the last five weeks! Your
boss sent us the bill for the plumber after that meatloaf sub! Quit it!”

“All right. You're right. It's not like it's really important. Not like that travesty
on the last episode of ‘American Idol’. That bartender COULDN'T have won by
12 million votes. | voted for the kid 37 times myself! I'll never forget the last
song he sang.... it changed my life.”

Who knows? Maybe it did. Our lives are carved into unimagined shapes by
seemingly inconsequential events & details. | get choked up on the third verse of a
particular hymn—every time: don’t know why, but it's happened for years. | can’t think
it's going to change any time soon. My life is changed.

The trick is to make the changes in our lives matter.

Changed lives are what we are about as a family of faith. That's what Jesus tried to
convey to us when He said, “Go & sin no more” or “Pick up your cross” or “Fear not” or
“Peace”. They were all calls to change—to expand the borders of our existences to
overlap the edges of the Kingdom of God: not random changes, but a change in His
direction and for His purpose.
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SERVING
COFFEE JUNE
1st— Donnie & Jo
8th— “Over 80” Coffee
15th— Jan & Eddie
22nd- Pork Loin Dinner
29th- Shirley
SERVING
COFFEE JULY
6th-
13th-
20th— Helen Engquist
27th— Duane & Doris
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Faith Church Council Minutes

Faith Lutheran Church Council met on May 7, 2008 at 7:30PM. Members
present were Doug Bahr, Donna Brundage, Grant Gibbons, Mark Greenfield,
Dorothy Nahnsen, Don Peterson, Jeff Peterson, John Samuelson and Rod.
Pastor Rod led devotions based on Matthew 28:17, “Making Disciples.”

The secretary's report was read and approved. The treasurer's report
showed a balance of $5,016.24. For April we had an inflow of $4,642.80 and an
outflow of -$3,091.24 for a net total of $1,441.56. In savings we have
$5,191.24, in the Memorial fund we have $1,709.26 and in the Mission Invest-
ment fund we have a balance of $5,654.62. It was recommended that we con-
tinue paying for Workman's Compensation on a quarterly basis. A motion was
made, seconded and carried to accept the treasure's report.

A motion was made, seconded and carried to present Austin Engstrom
with a $500 Dallas Carlson Scholarship for the second semester of college 2009.
Grant announced that Awards Night at both Prairie Valley and Southeast Web-
ster will be May 13. He will present the Faith scholarship to Emily Peterson and
Pastor will present the Faith scholarships to Alex Engquist and Austin Engstrom.

A discussion was held regarding the Countryside Cooperative meeting on
May 5. The plumbing problem in the toy room has been fixed.

Pastor Rod will be absent from the pulpit on June 1st. Kate Alevantis will conduct

services that Sunday. Communion service will be on Sunday June 8th. We will
start with the summer Worship liturgy Memorial Day weekend. He thanked all
who helped with the church clean-up. He also reported that the sensor on the
Sound system is now working. They will get back to him regarding head phones.
Vacation Bible School will be June 9-13th in Boxholm.

John reported that the average annual rate on the $590,000 in CD's is 3.765%
Next meeting will be June 5th at 7:30PM.
Meeting adjourned at 8:20PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Dorothy Nahnsen
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Treasurers Report

Serving Faith

Beginning Balance 4/1/08 $ 3464.68

April Deposits 4642.80
April Expenses 3091.24
Balance 4/30/08 $ 5016.24

JUNE
Ushers— Thomas Engquist &
Marc Greenfield
Communion Assistants-
Dorothy Nahnsen & John Samuelson
Greeter— Cheryl Meyer

JULY
Ushers— Don & Duane Peterson
Communion Assistants-
Grant Gibbons & Jeff Peterson
Greeter-Shirley Engstrom




JUNE/JULY 2008

N;

Summer activities for June & July
have been combined into one
newsletter.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Lawn mowing sheet is ready
for more persons to volunteer.
Check your calendar to see what
week you might be able to mow.

Pork Loin Dinner
Sunday, June 22th
11 am-1pm
Pork loin, beans,
potato salad, drink and
dessert served.
Free will offering
accepted for this
Thrivent event
Proceeds used for new
church entry doors

Everyone Welcome!
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Lutheran World Relief
4 Health Kits, 10 School Kits,

1 Quilt, 20 Ibs. of Soap & $25 for
shipping were delivered to Fort
Dodge for Lutheran World Relief.
Thanks to all who helped.

‘ | Cubs Ball Game Outing

| On Sunday, June 29th we are plan-
[l ning to attend an lowa Cubs base-
\  ball game. Sign up by June Ist.
I\ Questions & $6 a ticket to Marc
Wi\ Greenfield. A great time will be
| had for all attending!

Countryside Ministry Worship
On Sunday, July 20, the six congregations
of the Countryside Ministry are invited to
worship together at Dolliver south lodge,
at 11 am. A potluck dinner will follow the
service. Bring table service, food for the
potluck and lawn chairs. Worship that day
will also be held at Faith at 10 am and Zion
at 9:30 am.
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Faith Lutheran Church
Harcourt, lowa

BIBTERSCH OO

Monday, June 9th—13th.
We begin at 8:30 a.m.

“God’s Big Back Yard”.
There will be Bible Stories,
Songs, Snacks, Songs, Skits,
Crafts & Games everyday!
Call Rod if you are interested
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& finish by 11:30.
This year’s theme is

attending (354-5224).

We find freedom
when we find God;
we lose it

when we lose Him.
..... Paul E. Scherer
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Relay for Life

Webster County Relay for Life will be held Friday, June 13th, from 6 pm to 6 am

on June 14th at the Fort Museum in Fort Dodge. Webster County Health Dept. is

sponsoring a team again this year. Please support us with a donation to the
American Cancer Society.

JUNE

June 1

June 5

June 8

Worship 9 am Coffee 10 am
Church Council 7:30 pm

Worship/Communion 9 am
“Over 80” Coffee 10 am

June 9-13 Vacation Bible School at Trinity

June 15

June 22

June 28

June 29
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Worship 9 am Coffee 10 am

Worship 9 am Coffee 10 am
Pork Loin Dinner 11 am - 1 pm

Western lowa Women'’s Convention
Cherokee 9:00 am—3:30 pm

Worship 9 am Coffee 10 am
lowa Cubs Baseball Game 1 pm

JULY

'HQ

Worship/Communion 10:30 am
Coffee 9:30 am

gkl Change

July 6

July 9  Bingo at Gowrie Care Center 2:30 pm
July 13  Worship 10:30 am, Coffee 9:30 am
July 20 Worship 10:00 am Coffee 9:00 am
Countryside Ministry Worship at Dolliver 11 am
Potluck picnic dinner following worship

July 26 Trinity Ice Cream Social

July 27  Worship 10:30 am Coffee 9:30 am
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