
      The Countryside Ministry is 
in the process of compiling 
photos and information for a 
directory that will include all six 
churches.   
      Members from each of the 
churches have been selected to 
head up the main directory team.  

Other members will 
be asked to help 
with the photo 
sessions at the four 
p h o t o  s i t e s .  
Information will be 
given to each 
household and a 
photo session will 

be set up for all members.  Please 
help us include as many 
members of your household as 
possible.  If you know of 
someone (member or non-
member) that we may miss, 
please call the church office so 
we can include them in the 
directory. 
 
Photo dates and locations are as 
follows: 
Zion:          August 9 & 10 
                    2:30—9:00 p.m. 
                    August 11  
                    9:30 a. m.—4:00 p.m. 

(Continued on page 7a) 
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Calvary, Barnum; Faith, Harcourt; Fulton, Roelyn; Trinity, Boxholm; UCC/Congregational, Moorland; Zion, Gowrie 

Countryside Ministry 
Council 

 
Marie Bengston ------------Trinity 
Greg Carlson ------------------Zion 
Roberta Clausen -----------Trinity 
Loretta Daisy --------------- Fulton 
Marc Greenfield ------------- Faith 
Steve Julius ----------------Calvary 
Steve Lane ---------------------Zion 
Greg Moe ------------------- Fulton 
Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith 
Ned Palmer --------------------Zion 
Joyce Silvey ----------UCC/Cong. 
Richard Silvey -------UCC/Cong. 
Amy Walrod --------------Calvary 
 
 

Countryside Ministry 
Executive Committee 

 
Loretta Daisy ----------- President 
Steve Julius -------Vice-president 
Greg Moe --------------- Secretary 
Steve Lane -------------- Treasurer 
Rev. Jim Davis
 ------------ Administrative Pastor 

NEED A VISIT? 
       If you or anyone you know 
could use a pastoral visit, please 

contact the 
C o u n t r y -
side office 
at 352-3645 
so a visit 
can be 
scheduled. 
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      You are invited to join the 
congregations of the Countryside 
Ministry for a joint worship 
experience on Sunday, July 22.  
Three services will be provided 
for your convenience. 
      There will be a service 
outside the South Lodge at 
Dolliver Park beginning at 11:00 
a.m. (in case of rain we will 
move inside).   Calvary 
Presbyterian Church will host a 
potluck dinner fol lowing 
worship.  The park is a beautiful 
setting in which to offer God our 
thanks and praise.  Please bring 
lawn chairs and quilts or blankets 

for seating.  Also, please bring a 
dish to pass and your own table 
service. 
       There will also be services at 
Faith at 9:00 a.m. and at Zion at 
9:30 a.m. with fellowship coffees 
following.  Both sanctuaries are 
air-conditioned.  These will be 
the only services offered in the 
C o u n t r y s i d e  M i n i s t r y 
congregations on July 22.        
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be Stephen Ministers and then have them agree to 
continue once their two years were completed?  All I 
could say to him was that you are such a great group 
of spirit-filled people.  Besides that, I quoted what so 
many of you tell me, that you get just as much out of 
the caring visits as the care receivers do.   God has 
filled each and every one of you Stephen Ministers 
with the Holy Spirit and you all make me so proud to 
talk about and share some of your stories.  We also 
talked about prayer and how important prayer is in 
every visit made.   Thank you for being you. 
 
      On Monday July 16th, Stephen Ministers and all 
MEMBERS of Countryside Ministry and the United 
Methodist Church of Gowrie are encouraged to attend 
a spiritual evening of prayer.  We plan to meet at 
Zion at 6:00 p.m. for a potluck dinner.  [“One of the 
attendees at the conference said: If you bring a POT 
we will all SHARE.”] Rev.  Jane Shepherd will be 
presenting Ten Ways to Pray.  This should be a good 
time for everyone to join in along side the Stephen 
Ministers for a very enjoyable evening.  Pastor Davis 
will be with us and he would like to encourage all of 
our churches’ members to consider joining us.  Mark 
your calendars, bring your own table service and a 
dish to share, drinks will be provided and we will 
have an evening of prayer. 
 
Cindy Youngquist, Countryside Ministry’s Stephen Minis-

try Leader   
“Bear one another’s burdens...and so fulfill the law of 

Christ.”      GALATIANS 6:2  

      I recently received the honor of being asked to 
speak at the annual meeting of the Small Town and 
Rural (STaR) Ministry Alliance of the (ELCA) June 
13-16 at Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, Minn.  
Gustavus Adolphus is a very prestigious college on a 
beautiful hill top setting.  Founded in 1862 by Swed-
ish immigrants, Gustavus Adolphus College is guided 
by its traditions and core values of excellence, com-
munity service, justice and faith.  What a beautiful 
place to hold this conference.  One of Zion’s daugh-
ters in the ministry, Sandra A.  LaBlanc, is the direc-
tor for rural ministry in Des Moines.  Sandra was in-
strumental in organizing this national conference so 
she was very busy keeping things running smoothly. 
  
      I was asked to speak on Caring Ministries and 
share a few of the success stories of our Stephen Min-
isters at the Countryside.  I always ask for prayers be-
cause as most of you know I get nervous when speak-
ing before a large group.  When I was asked to speak 
I asked how many they expected to attend.  I am sure 
I was being teased  but I took it seriously when I was 
told, “Oh a thousand or two”.  Pastor Jim told me I 
should have checked with him, there was no way 
there would be that many in attendance.  After I got 
settled in my motel I went to the registration table 
and heard that only 100 were expected.  Whew!  
Since there were so many speakers and not that many 
attendees none of the classes had very many partici-
pants.  I think my biggest class had 6 attending and 
that was similar to the sizes reported for the other ses-
sions, so I didn’t feel too badly.  No need to be nerv-
ous at all; besides, it is always easy to talk about our 
Countryside Ministry church members and our 
Stephen Ministers.  The group was very interested in 
hearing how our churches worked together and espe-
cially hearing about the Stephen Ministers.  I believe 
several were a little jealous about our having com-
missioned 53 to date, especially when they learned 
that we have so many men participating.  One man 
asked me how did we get so many people to agree to 
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Why get nervous? Wish I didn’t... 

Remember: 
The Alzheimer’s Support 
Group meets on the Last 

Wednesday of each month 
at 1:00 p.m. at the Gowrie 

Senior Suites.  July’s  
meeting will be on  

Wednesday the 25th.   



      Is church just for “nice guys,” 
or is it also for guys who sit shirt-
less in the stands of a NASCAR 
race, struggling with addictions, 
relationships and work?   
· Why does the percentage of 

men-to-women in worship 
continue to slip?   

· What is the message for a 
man who visits your congre-
gation for the first time?  

· Does the setting make him 
feel that men are welcome?  

· What would happen if your 
congregation grew by just 10 

more men deeply committed 
to Jesus Christ? 

· What would happen if your 
congregation’s ministry could 
reach the husbands of the 
women who attend services 
without them? 

      Answers to these questions 
and more will be addressed at the 
Men’s Ministry Summit August 
3-5, 2007, prior to the ELCA 
Churchwide Assembly in Chi-
cago. 
      The declining number of men 

(Continued on page 7) 

A Mes-
s a g e 
F r o m 
P a s t o r 
Jim— 
 

      I stopped at Trinity Regional 
Medical Center a week or so ago 
to visit one of our members.  I 
was greeted with a warm smile 
from one of our Stephen Minis-
ters as I walked in 
the door.  I was ex-
cited to see the 
Stephen Minister.  
He was doing what 
Stephen Ministers 
do best: listening, 
encouraging and, most impor-
tantly, being the presence of 
Christ in that room 
      The three of us visited for a 
while.  This Stephen Minister has 
been in a caring relationship with 
his care receiver for several years.  
The relationship has been mean-
ingful for both of them, as they 
have discovered the joy of caring 

for each other in the name of Je-
sus.  Both have grown in the rela-
tionship and both have deeply ap-
preciated the ministry of each 
other.  It has been inspiring to see 
the Christian growth that has hap-
pened in that relationship. 
      When I prepared to leave, I 
asked the care receiver if he 
would like to have a prayer.  He 
quickly responded, “Of course.” 

      I then turned to 
the Stephen Minister 
and asked, “Would 
you pray for us?” 
      “Certainly,” The 
Stephen Minister re-
plied. 

      We joined hands and the 
Stephen Minister offered prayer 
for the care receiver, us and the 
whole people of God.  It was 
deeply touching in that room to 
feel the presence of the Spirit 
with us. 
      As we walked through the 
parking lot at Trinity, I thanked 
the Stephen Minister for his min-

One child of God 
caring for another 

in the name of 
Christ. 

istry and told him how inspiring it 
was for me to be able to witness it.  
For me, church doesn’t get any bet-
ter than that moment: one child of 
God caring for another in the name 
of Christ. 
      The early church quickly 
learned the importance of calling 
those whom had been blessed with 
the gifts of caring and compassion 
to tend to the needs of others.  You 
can read all about it in Acts 6.  It is 
exciting to see the same power at 
work in our congregations and 
communities as the Spirit continues 
to work through those who are 
committed to listening, encourag-
ing and praying for others in the 
name of Jesus. 
      Thank you to all of you who 
are Stephen Ministers and to those 
of you who do the work of Stephen 
Ministry without being part of the 
program.  You are the heart and 
soul of what God is calling us to be 
and do. 
      I want to share with you two 
items related to Stephen Ministry. 
      Recently, Cindy Youngquist 
led a Stephen Ministry workshop at 
the Small Town and Rural (STaR) 
Ministry Alliance event that was 
held at Gustavus Adolphus College 
in St. Peter, Minnesota.  It was ex-
citing to have her selected to share 
the story of how Stephen Ministry 
has impacted our ministry. 
      Also, Countryside Ministry 
council recently approved a $3,000 
grant to help another rural congre-
gation or congregations develop a 
Stephen Ministry program.  It will 
be exciting to witness the work of 
Stephen Ministry grow in another 
congregation. 
      Thank you, again, to all of you 
who reach out to listen, encourage 
and pray for others in the name of 
Jesus. 
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      One of the truths 
about discipleship in 
the New Testament is 
that it involves both a 
leaving and a following.  
Disciples must leave 
something behind, and 
then they are free to fol-

low Jesus.  In the call of Peter, Andrew, James and 
John, Jesus sees them working at their trade, then 
calls them from fishing to following (Matt. 4).  The 
rich young ruler finds himself in the same situation.  
He must leave something behind in order to follow 
Jesus.  Too bad, he is unable to do that.  Luke im-
plies that were the ruler less wealthy, he might have 
been able to leave his wealth behind; that the more 
wealth one has, the more likely it is that wealth will 
win in the struggle between the two.  It is harder to 
leave lots of possessions than it is to leave a few 
possessions.   
       Jesus said, “How hard it is to enter the kingdom 
of God!  Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle (a rock formation) than 
for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
God.” (Luke 18)  Since we live in a land of such 
great wealth, we often are uncomfortable with these 
words of Jesus, and try to explain them away.   
       These passages from the New Testament, and 
many others, stress the threat that money and pos-
sessions pose to one’s relationship with Jesus.  The 
point is not that money itself is evil.  Rather, the 
point is that wealth has a way of luring us to trust in 
it.  Wealth has a way of convincing us to stake our 
future on our accumulation of it.  Wealth has a way 
of tricking us into thinking that without it we are 
nothing.  When we fall into this trap, we have 
started trusting in something other than Jesus. 
       We need to be honest with ourselves about the 
role of wealth in our own lives.  We also need to 
help each other in our congregation to ask tough 
questions about the role of wealth in each of our 
lives. 
       “Then he told them a parable: The land of a 
rich man produced abundantly.  And he thought to 

himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to 
store my crops?’  Then he said, ‘I will do this:  I 
will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and 
there I will store all my grain and my goods.  And I 
will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods 
laid up to many years; relax, eat, drink, and be 
merry.’    But God said to him, ‘You fool!  This 
very night your life is being demanded of you.  And 
the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’  
So it is with those who store up treasures for them-
selves but are not rich toward God (Luke 12).” 
        We need to recognize that in our society this 
rich man would be considered a very prudent man.  
He has taken his wealth, set it aside to provide for 
his future, and then made plans to settle back and 
enjoy the fruits of his labor.  In most communities, 
he would be considered a role model of a successful 
person, and many would be jealous of the amount 
of time he could spend golfing or fishing in the 
summer and traveling south for the winter.  Many 
would wish to emulate him. 
        Jesus says that this man has placed his trust in 
the wrong place.  His life may appear quite desir-
able in the present, but we are all just one breath 
away from leaving this world. 
        Jesus wants us to have our treasure stored up 
with him.  He wants us to be his disciples.  Jesus 
wants us to know the eternal importance of serving 
God, and not wealth.   
        So can we keep all our money and possessions 
that we have accumulated as though they were ours 
alone, and still follow Jesus?  No, that doesn’t 
work.  What if we try to follow Jesus, and then al-
low our money and possessions to claim our trust?  
No, that doesn’t work, either.  What then?  We need 
to find the truth of Jesus’ words, “You cannot serve 
God and wealth” (Luke: 18).  We need to leave be-
hind our trust in our money and possessions, and to 
follow Jesus and to heed his commands:  “feed the 
hungry, quench the thirsty, clothe the naked, tend 
the sick, visit the imprisoned, and (for most of us 
the toughest of all) welcome the stranger.” 
“…and the things you have prepared, whose will 
they be?”    
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different pace than the rest of the 
year.  Maybe it’s the fact that the 
kids are out of school or the hyp-
notic sound of lawnmowers in the 
Saturday morning air . . . Or 
maybe it’s just too hot to race 
around at our usual frenzied pace.  
Whatever the reason, the change 
of season frequently calls for a 
change in lifestyle.   

      That’s a good thing!  It’s easy 
to get so busy doing ‘stuff’ that 
we forget to pay attention to the 
stuff we’re doing.  Every so often 
we need to stop and evaluate.  
Ask yourself: 
· Do my activities reflect my 

priorities? 
· Is one area my life pulling the 

rest out of balance? 
· Where do I want to be by the 

end of summer–and what’s 
the first step I can take to get 
there? 

      If you don’t know the an-
swers, ask God to show you an 
area of your life to work on.  
Don’t be scared!  Your lifestyle is 
more likely to need a little tweak-
ing than anything drastic.  You 
may just need to spend more time 
with the family or take more 
walks with the family dog.  On 
the other hand, if God is leading 
you to make a major change, take 
heart:  He’ll be with you every 
step of the way. 

     Knowing where a typical un-
believer is coming from is the first 
step to connecting with them.  Re-
searcher Thom Rainer interviewed 
thousands of unchurched Ameri-
cans and published the results in: 
The Unchurched Next Door.  
Many of the following findings 
may surprise you: 
· Most of the unchurched would 

prefer to attend church on Sun-
day morning if they attend. 

· Most are not anti-church or 
anti-religion. 

· Most Americans have never 
been invited to church—never. 

· 82 percent of the unchurched 
are at least “somewhat likely” 
to attend church if they are in-
vited. 

· Two percent of church mem-
bers invite an unchurched per-
son to church. 

· Most of the unchurched feel 
guilty about not attending 
church. 

· Very few of the unchurched 
have had someone share with 
them how to become a Chris-
tian.  And Christians have not 
been particularly influential in 
their lives. 

· T h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e 
unchurched are not correlated 
to where they live, their ethnic 
or racial background or their 
gender. 

· Many of the unchurched are far 
more concerned about the 
spiritual well-being of their 
children than of themselves. 

      Monday, 
July 16th, all 
members of 
G o w r i e 
UMC and 
the Country-
side Coop-
erative Min-
istries are en-
couraged to 

attend an evening of food and 
prayer. 
      We will meet at Zion Lu-
theran Church at 6:00 p.m. for a 
potluck dinner.  After dinner, 
Rev. Jane Shepherd will be pre-
senting Ten Ways to Pray.  This 
will be an enjoyable time of fel-
lowship for everyone to join in a 
continuing education event for 
the Stephen Ministers.  There will 

be ten stations located throughout 
the church where you will visit 
different types of prayer.  Rev. 
Jim Davis, Rev. Dennis Shep-
herd, and Rev. Donald Wahlgren 
will be helping with the prayer 
stations. 
      Mark your calendar, bring 
your own table service and a dish 
to share.  (Drinks will be pro-
vided.)  Come and enjoy an eve-
ning of fellowship and prayer. 
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      Have you 
ever wondered 
what it is like 
to be in 
prison?  Join 

our Countryside Ministry’s Prison 
Ministry and see how you can 
make a difference in the life of 
someone behind bars. 
      Once a month a group of peo-
ple from our Countryside Minis-
try churches goes to a worship 
service at the Fort Dodge Correc-
tional Facility.  Jesus tells us to 
go and visit those in prison as 
well as the sick (Matthew 25:39).   
      YES, it can be a little uncom-
fortable to go on a visit.  YES, it 
does take time out of your busy 
schedule.  YES, we do need you! 

      For just a few hours, one 

Wednesday a month, you can 
make the difference in the life of 
a person on the inside. 
      Our regularly scheduled visit is 
the second Wednesday of the 
month (July 11).  We leave from 
Zion at 5:45 p.m. but will make 
arrangements to pick people up in 
Moorland or meet in the prison 
parking lot.   
      Anyone wishing to be included 
in this outreach ministry please call 
the Countryside Ministry office by 
the first Thursday of the month 
(July 5) to reserve a spot.  Cheryl 
will let you know the requirements 
of the correctional facility and an-
swer any questions you may have 
about the visit.   
      Please consider joining us soon! 
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PRISON M INISTRY �
An outreach of the Countryside Ministries. 

Sunday, July 1, 2007 
 

Gowrie Shelter House (City Park) 
 

10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
 

Free will offering! 
 

Come enjoy food, fellowship, 
and “Experience the Power of Being Connected!” 

Matching funds from... Everyone is Welcome 



      This year’s theme for Vacation 
Bible School at Fulton was Veggie-
Town Values.  The kids spent each 
morning using skits, videos, Bible 
readings, music and crafts to learn 
about different values and their im-
portance in our everyday lives.  The 
values they studied this year are: ac-
cepting others, overcoming fear, do-
ing what is right, forgiving others 
and serving others. 
      The youth who participated in 
VBS also led a worship service on 

Sunday morning based on what they 
learned.  The music was lively and 
all the readings came from the les-
sons for the week.  It was an inter-
esting experience for all involved. 
      Thank you to those who helped 
with VBS: Grace Bilstad, Karen 
Kraft, Bert Little, Brittany Pille, 
Amy Walrod, Judith Walrod and 
Claire Davis.  They taught, helped 
with snacks and crafts and shared 
God’s love with all the kids. 

Summer is often a time for family 
and/or class reunions.  The follow-
ing brief liturgy was prepared as a 
way of remembering those who 
have moved beyond us.  It is appro-
priate for individual or group use. 
 
REMEMBERING  THOSE WHO 
HAVE  MOVED BEYOND US: CLASS 
OR FAMILY  REUNIONS  
 
GREETING  
The eternal God is our dwelling 
place, and underneath are the ever-
lasting arms. 
(Deuteronomy 33:27 NRSV, alt.) 
How very good and pleasant it is 
when kindred live together in unity. 
(Psalm 133:1, NRSV)  
 
RECOLLECTION  
(Here members of the family/class 
may take a moment to offer remem-
brances of those who have died. In 
larger groups, specific individuals 
may prepare a brief recollection of 
the person on behalf of the whole 
group. If projected pictures or 
sound recordings of their voices are 
to be shared, this would be an ap-
propriate time.)  
 
PRAYER  OF REMEMBRANCE  AND 
THANKSGIVING   

Holy One, who gave us the gift of 
life and breath, and whose love for 
us never ceases, 
We give you thanks for those whose 
journey has moved them beyond us. 
We thank you for the memories that 
we treasure because of them, for the 
good that they shaped in us, for en-
joyment and growth that they called 
forth in us. 
In the silence we let them go from 
us, while we will ever hold dear 
their memory. 
Observe a moment of silence.  
 
Give them and us peace: If any hurt 
or hurtful memory remains between 
any one of them and us, we let it go 
into the Mystery. 
If there is any last word we need to 
say to them, in the silence of this 
moment we say it now. 
Mercy-beyond-our-imagining, in 
gratitude for all good gifts around 
us, we embrace life and all our days. 
Amen. 

 
FEASTING  
In keeping with the most basic ex-
perience of human community, a 
meal may be shared as festivities 
continue. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

Pictorial Directory 
 

                  August 21, 22, & 23 
                  2:30—9:00 p.m. 
Fulton:     September 6 & 7 
                  2:30—9:00 p.m. 
                  September 8 
                  9:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
Faith:       September 12 & 13 
                  2:30—9:00 p.m.  
Trinity:    September 14 
                  2:30—9:00 p.m. 
                  September 15 
                  9:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
 
       Please plan to attend one of 
these sessions. 
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(Continued from page 3) 

Men Wanted 
in church and its negative effect on 
congregations and families has 
been a national topic of conversa-
tion for the past several years, and 
Lutheran Men in Mission has been 
at the center of it.  With the theme 
“Building for the Future,” men will 
gather to reflect on their relation-
ship to God, and how to build a 
men’s ministry in their congrega-
tions and throughout this church. 
      The summit will take place at 
the Hyatt Hotel in Chicago.  Fea-
tured speakers will include Roland 
Martinson, Paul Hill and David 
Anderson, authors of Coming of 
Age: Exploring the Spirituality and 
Identity of Younger Men; Dick 
Hardel, executive director of the 
Youth and Family Institute, and 
David Murrow, author of Why Men 
Hate Going to Church. Dakota 
Road will provide music for the 
worship throughout the weekend 
and Peter Mayer, lead guitarist for 
Jimmy Buffet, will perform a spe-
cial concert. 
For more information, and to regis-
ter, visit www.elca.org/lmm 
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Countryside Ministry website: 
www.countrysidecoop.org 

Countryside Worship Times 
Calvary, Barnum ................................................10:30 a.m. 
Faith, Harcourt .....................................................9:00 a.m. 
Fulton, Roelyn .....................................................9:15 a.m. 
Trinity, Boxholm ...............................................10:30 a.m. 
UCC/Cong., Moorland .........................................8:00 a.m. 
Zion, Gowrie ........................................................9:30 a.m. 
         1st and 3rd Saturdays @ Zion .....................5:00 p.m. 
FUSION .......................... Wednesday evenings, 7:30 p.m. 

(at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie) 
 

Countryside Phone Numbers: 
Countryside Ministry Office ................................352-3645 
Rev. Jim Davis          Office .................................352-3932 
                                  Home .................................352-5261 
Rod Meyer                Office .................................846-6277 
                                  Home .................................354-5224 
Rev. Wahlgren          Office .................................352-3645 
                                  Home .................................352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist,    Office .................................352-3612 
Stephen Ministry       Home .................................352-3798 
 
Countryside E-mail Addresses: 
Countryside Office: .......................... ziongowr@wccta.net 
Rev. Jim Davis: ....................................elca506@wccta.net 
Rod Meyer: ...................................... rodmeyer@lvcta.com 
Cindy Youngquist: .................. stephencoop@hotmail.com 
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