
      August 9th we will start 
taking pictures for the new 
Countryside Ministry directory.  
This is an exciting time for all 
the people involved in making 

this directory a 
reality.   This has 
been quite a large 
undertaking but one 
that will be well 
worth it in the end.  
      Please help us 
include as many 

members of your household as 
possible.  If you know of 
someone (member or non-
member) that we may miss, 
please call the church office so 
we can include them in the 
directory.  If you have any digital 
photos or will take digital photos 
of different committees and 
events at your church please call 
Cheryl and let her know.  We 
may not include every photo 

(Continued on page 6a) 
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Calvary, Barnum; Faith, Harcourt; Fulton, Roelyn; Trinity, Boxholm; UCC/Congregational, Moorland; Zion, Gowrie 

Countryside Ministry 
Council 

 
Marie Bengston ------------Trinity 
Greg Carlson ------------------Zion 
Roberta Clausen -----------Trinity 
Loretta Daisy --------------- Fulton 
Marc Greenfield ------------- Faith 
Steve Julius ----------------Calvary 
Steve Lane ---------------------Zion 
Greg Moe ------------------- Fulton 
Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith 
Ned Palmer --------------------Zion 
Joyce Silvey ----------UCC/Cong. 
Richard Silvey -------UCC/Cong. 
Amy Walrod --------------Calvary 
 
 

Countryside Ministry 
Executive Committee 

 
Loretta Daisy ----------- President 
Steve Julius -------Vice-president 
Greg Moe --------------- Secretary 
Steve Lane -------------- Treasurer 
Rev. Jim Davis
 ------------ Administrative Pastor 

NEED A VISIT? 
       If you or anyone you know 
could use a pastoral visit, please 

contact the 
C o u n t r y -
side office 
at 352-3645 
so a visit 
can be 
scheduled. 
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A Message From Pastor Jim— 
 
        Cindy Youngquist and I were 
presenters and participants in the 
a n n u a l  S T a R  M i n i s t r y 
Conference held at Gustavus 
Adolphus College in St. Peter, 
Minnesota.  STaR stands for 
Small Town and Rural Ministry 
Alliance.  STaR conferences 
provide leaders in small town 
and rural congregations with 
opportunities to gather for 
worship, learning and fellowship.  
They are exciting events and 
invaluable opportunities to 
network with other leaders in 
similar settings. 
      My roommate was a pastor 

from eastern Montana with over 
thirty years of experience.  If any 
of you are acquainted with 
eastern Montana you know it is 
extremely rural.  Isolation is a 
major issue for all who live there.  
My roommate told me they drive 
50 miles to get a gallon of milk. 
       One evening I asked him 
what the hope was for his 
congregations.  He replied, “The 
hope is that after we are all dead 
and gone, God will still be at 
work where we live.” 
       He was serious.  The only 
hope in the area in which he 
serves is that God will continue 
to be there whether they are or 

(Continued on page 3c) 
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one is no longer physically present, your relationship 
endures.  I am still my dad’s daughter and my hus-
band’s wife and even though a place inside of me re-
mains hollow and unfilled, I know this is God’s way 
of keeping my connection with my loved ones alive.  

I serve on Stewart Memorial’s Hospice Board 
and several of our Stephen Ministers are Hospice vol-
unteers.  When your loved one’s health problems are  
too much for you to take care of yourself, Hospice is 
there to help.  Everyone is always grateful for what 
the volunteers do for their loved ones and themselves. 
From the hospice website a lady writes, “Until you 
hear a doctor tell you your husband has six months to 
live you've never known what the word 'frightened' 
really means.”  “When I first heard the word 
'hospice' I didn't know what it meant, except, of 
course, that it applied to others.  Then they came to 
my house.  It has been over one year now since my 
husband's death and one month since his hospice 
nurse, Julie, phoned to say, 'We are cutting you loose 
now, Ruby, but if there is any way you still need us 
we are only a phone call away.’  Poor Julie, poor 
hospice, poor me.  We came into each others' lives 
under the worst conditions out there, and parted un-
der the best of circumstances.  How they put up with 
me I will never know. I was arrogant, bleeding to 
death internally.  They took all of the rotten things I 
had become, and saved me from myself.  They asked 
nothing in return except that I stay in touch with them 
if I needed to.”  

Mark your calendars for Thursday September 
20th from 7:00—8:30 p.m. at Trinity United Method-
ist Church, 838 25th St. Fort Dodge (across from Fort 
Dodge High School).  Come listen to William H. 
Griffith, a chaplain for the Hospice of South Central 
Indiana.  Everyone is welcome.  His studies have fo-
cused on grief recovery, pastoral counseling and 
preaching.  His words will teach of the wisdom of be-
ing present and of listening with an open heart.  If 
you are willing to attend please call me as I will need 
to call with a count and we can share rides.  
 
 

Cindy Youngquist,  
Countryside Ministry’s Stephen Ministry Leader   

 
“Bear one another’s burdens...and so fulfill the law 

of Christ.” GALATIANS 6:2  

It was this past Memorial Day as I made the 
rounds to the cemeteries with my Mom decorating 
the graves, I felt that feeling.  The feeling is so pow-
erful that it all but consumes my thoughts as I pull 
any weeds that have grown by the stone, and fill the 
vases with fresh foam to hold the new flowers.  That 
feeling that something is terribly wrong creeps in and 
my heart always gets heavy.  My father died 1 year 
ago, my husband has been gone for 3 years, my fa-
ther-in-law has been gone now for 8 years; it’s that 
feeling that a beloved family member, someone who 
was important to you and who touched you in a sig-
nificant way, has died, and your life is no longer the 
same.  Death is a sudden void that disrupts the other 
pieces in your life that remain, and the parts don’t fit 
together as they once did.  Without your loved one 
and the relationship you shared, you may feel discon-
nected and alone.  What you thought you knew and 
understood about life’s goodness, about being happy, 
even about God Himself, has been challenged, even 
shattered.  With the death of a loved one, a part of 
yourself may seem to have died too.  Our lives 
change whenever we experience a loss, but we all 
must go on and some of us do it fairly well, while 
others struggle daily with their losses and loneliness. 
Keeping your loved one in your heart through your 
memories as most of us do is one good way.  Early in 
your loss, memories are usually plentiful and strong, 
but as time passes, they can begin to fade, and you 
may fear that you’re losing your loved one all over 
again.  Listen to the memories of others who were 
close to your loved one.  Look through photos that 
captured important moments.  When a memory 
arises, take time to reflect on what made that event 
special.  It can become a moment beyond time, that is 
yours to savor whenever you wish.  You can find 
comfort and connection at the graveside or in places 
that were meaningful to your loved one.  You can 
stay connected through prayer, journaling, music or 

drawing. Remember that even though your loved 
2 

How to Make Sense of the Death 
of a Loved One. 



(Continued from page 1) 

Pastor’s Message 
n o t .  
They are 
i n  a 
d e c l i n e 
that will 
not stop 

until they are all gone. 
      I asked the same question of 
many of the participants.  None 
of them seemed to have a great 
deal of hope for the areas in 
which they ministered. 
      There are days 
when I wonder 
where the hope is 
for us.  We are 
fortunate to have 
a more dense 
population than the extremely 
rural areas in our nation; 
however, we still struggle with 
migration issues and massive 

cultural changes.  Trying to 
schedule youth events that do not 
conflict with sports is a 
nightmare.  Many sports now 
have tournaments on Sundays 
and it seems that parents, even 
Christian parents, are unwilling to 
say, “No, we will not bring our 
kids to events on Sundays.”  
Things are not much better with 
adults.  There are days when I am 
ready to wave a white flag in 
surrender.  Where is the hope? 
      There may be no hope for the 

church as we have 
known it; we may 
be witnessing its 
death.  Such is life 
in rural America. 
R e v .  D a r r e l l 

Gerrietts once said, “If you’re not 
comfortable with death and 
dying, you don’t belong in rural 
ministry.  Death is all around us: 

The hope is that after 
we are all dead and 

gone, God will still be 
at work where we live. 

individuals, businesses, schools, 
churches and communities.” 

The dying weighs heavily on 
my soul most days.  I struggle to 
fight against it, to be brave, to be 
hopeful, but its coming seems 
inevitable. 

Where is the hope? 
Yet, despite all these things, I 

remain hopeful.  I am hopeful first 
because of the ministry that takes 
place even in death’s shadow.  We 
continue to gather for worship.  We 
proclaim and teach the Gospel.  We 
reach out to others to care for them.  
We continue to attempt to build 
ministries both locally and globally 
that are faithful to God’s call to us.  
Lives are touched by the love of 
Christ.  You and your work as 
Christians are great signs of hope 
for me. 

The greatest source of hope for 
me, however, is God’s promise to 
never forsake us.  In spite of the 
struggles we experience, God 
continues to be faithful to us.  
While the form of the church that 
we have come to know and love 
may be dying, I am confident that 
God will raise something from its 
grave that will continue to 
faithfully minister to a world 
caught in the clutches of death.  I 
am confident because the God who 
has claimed us and promised to be 
with us always is the same God 
who resurrected Christ.  Death may 
be all around us, but we need not 
fear. 

Where is the hope in our 
churches?  Where it has always 
been: in a God who has called and 
gathered us to be his faithful 
witness to the world. 
      May God fill all of us with 
hope as we strive to witness to his 
love, power and glory.      

3 



      Jesus and the writ-
ers of the New Testa-
ment demand the just 
sharing of resources.  It 
is the duty of those who 
are wealthy to give gen-
erously of their wealth 
to those who are in 

physical need.  Since God owns everything, since 
we are managers of what God has entrusted to us, 
and since that management exists for the benefit of 
others, then it stands to reason that God has blessed 
the wealthy with material things, not so that they 
may hoard these things for themselves, but rather so 
they may use that wealth to benefit those who have 
material needs. 

The duty of the wealthy to take action to allevi-
ate the suffering of the poor, the widows and or-
phans is a prominent theme of the Old Testament, 
also.  And this theme continues in the New Testa-
ment.  Jesus’ parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus 
(Luke 16) certainly contains strong words regarding 
the consequences of ignoring the needs of the poor 
in this life.  Jesus’ parable of the Sheep and the 
Goats (Matt. 25) also stresses the duty to care for 
those in need.  Caring seemed to be a way of life, 
since those who cared for the poor weren’t even 
aware that in doing so they had been caring for Je-
sus.  Living a life of generosity was simply how 
they lived. 

In the book of Acts it becomes clear that di-
vesting of wealth so that all might have the necessi-
ties became common practice (Acts 2, 4).  In 2 Cor. 
8, Paul, appealing to the Corinthian Christians, 
speaks of “…a fair balance between your present 
abundance and their need.” 

Through all of these passages emerges the 
theme of Christian duty to give generously toward 
the needs of others.  What also emerges is the idea 
that this is not to be a burden, but rather a conse-
quence of the fact that some may have more than 
they need, while others have less than they need.  
Generosity is the natural consequence of abun-
dance.  When this generosity does not exist, then it 

is a perversion of God’s intention, and comes 

under attack, whether from the prophets or Jesus. 
It is in generosity that we may find a way to 

deal successfully with the threat of money and pos-
sessions.  Perhaps the most effective way to break 
the power of money is to give it away–to give it 
away generously.  In giving money away gener-
ously, we are making a bold statement to ourselves 
and others that we are not serving money, that we 
have not believed its lies to us about the security it 
offers.  In giving money away generously, espe-
cially to Jesus’ work through the church, we are 
saying we won’t try to serve God and wealth.  
Rather, we will use the wealth that God has en-
trusted to us for God’s work. 

We can help win the battle against the threat of 
wealth by recognizing the duty of wealth, and give 
generously to those in need.  It is hard to imagine 
anyone successfully handling the threat of money 
and possessions without being a generous giver.  To 
cling to one’s possessions, giving a pittance of 
one’s income (for ELCA Lutherans, it’s about 
1.9%) to Christ’s church, seems certainly to indicate 
one who has not broken the hold of the master 
called wealth.   

The New Testament gets to the truth of under-
standing stewardship ministry as helping people 
grow in their relationship with Jesus.  That wealth 
poses a huge threat to a person’s relationship with 
Jesus.  The threat is that wealth beckons us to trust 
in it for our security, rather than trusting in Jesus.  
We often want to have it both ways, trying to trust 
in Jesus for things spiritual and wealth for things 
material.  Jesus says we can’t have it both ways.  He 
says we can’t serve God and wealth. 

The New Testament also offers us a way to 
start overcoming this threat—through generous giv-
ing.  It tells us that giving of one’s wealth to help 
others who are in need is the duty of a child of God.  
This duty can become a way of life.  Generous giv-
ing can break the power of wealth.  By giving 
money away generously we put money in its proper 
place, and place our trust with the only one ulti-
mately worthy of that trust, our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Duty calls!  You will be blessed.   
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      The girl was just 14 months old. Her aunt was 
carrying her from the one-bedroom apartment in the 
basement of the beach house across the sand to the 
ocean.  She squirmed, wanting to get down and 
walk. So her aunt put her down on the sand.  Her 
bare feet sank as the sand squished between her 
toes.  She started to wobble back and forth, afraid to 
lift a foot. 
      So she plopped her diaper-padded bottom down 
and put her hands in the sand.  It oozed between her 
little fingers, and her big eyes grew even bigger as 
she watched the sand in wonder.  She giggled as she 
kept swatting her hands down on the sand. 
      Then the little girl tried to stand up and walk, but 
she kept falling—trying—falling.  Soon she was 
slowly walking ... running ... stumbling ... stand-
ing ... and running again.  And all the time she was 
laughing, crying, laughing. 
      Her aunt looked back, annoyed because her 
niece wasn’t keeping up on the way to a “good” spot 
near the water.  Annoyed, until she realized that the 

girl was experiencing sand for the first time.  Wow! 
She watched with delight now as her niece touched 
and, yes, even tasted the sand.  She realized she’d 
completely forgotten her first celebration with sand. 
So she sat down next to the little girl, picked up 
some sand and let it run through her fingers too. 
      I was that aunt, back in June 1983.  And the 
niece was Jennifer, my brother’s first child.  I was in 
such a rush to get her to the ocean that I’d forgotten 
about the walk we needed to take to get there—and 
the newness of it for her.  Isn’t that exactly how 
many of us live our faith journey?  Sometimes we 
focus on the destination instead of the walk.  Other 
times we forget what we’ve experienced on our path 
for so many years. 
      Children can teach us so much about our faith 
journey.  It’s not about getting to the ocean ... or to 
any other “there.”  It’s about questioning, touching, 
smelling, tasting, laughing, falling, crying, getting 
up again—or just sitting where you are and playing. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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      Have you 
ever wondered 
what it is like 
to be in 
prison?  Join 

our Countryside Ministry’s Prison 
Ministry and see how you can 
make a difference in the life of 
someone behind bars. 
      Once a month a group of peo-
ple from our Countryside Minis-
try churches goes to a worship 
service at the Fort Dodge Correc-
tional Facility.  Jesus tells us to 
go and visit those in prison as 
well as the sick (Matthew 25:39).   
      YES, it can be a little uncom-
fortable to go on a visit.  YES, it 
does take time out of your busy 
schedule.  YES, we do need you! 

      For just a few hours, one 

Wednesday a month, you can 
make the difference in the life of 
a person on the inside. 
      Our regularly scheduled visit is 
the second Wednesday of the 
month (August 8).  We leave from 
Zion at 5:45 p.m. but will make 
arrangements to pick people up in 
Moorland or meet in the prison 
parking lot.   
      Anyone wishing to be included 
in this outreach ministry please call 
the Countryside Ministry office by 
the first Thursday of the month 
(August 2) to reserve a spot.  
Cheryl will let you know the re-
quirements of the correctional facil-
ity and answer any questions you 
may have about the visit.   
      Please consider joining us soon! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Directory 
submitted but the more we have 
from which to choose the better. 
      We will have approximately 
two weeks following the last photo 
shoot to complete the extra pages in 
the directory, so please do not wait 
until the last minute to submit your 
pictures.  Each household that has 
their picture taken will receive a 
free directory. 
 
Photo dates and locations are as 
follows: 
Zion:         August 9 & 10 
                  2:30—9:00 p.m. 
                  August 11  
                  9:30 a. m.—4:00 p.m. 
                  August 21, 22, & 23 
                  2:30—9:00 p.m. 
Fulton:     September 6 & 7 
                  2:30—9:00 p.m. 
                  September 8 
                  9:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
Faith:       September 12 & 13 
                  2:30—9:00 p.m.  
Trinity:    September 14 
                  2:30—9:00 p.m. 
                  September 15 
                  9:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
 
        Please plan to attend one of 
these sessions. 
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      Summer in Iowa often brings 
harsh and unpredictable weather. 
This year, tornadoes and flooding 
have left both physical and emo-
tional scars on those who have been 
affected by these natural disasters.  
That is why Lutheran Services in 
Iowa partners with Lutheran Disas-
ter Response (LDR) to provide emo-
tional and spiritual support as well 
as other needs as part of the individ-
ual and community recovery effort.  
 
      Together with LDR, LSI re-
sponds to the unmet needs of com-
munities in the wake of a natural 
disaster. Our disaster response coor-
dinator works with local churches 

and organizations to develop a plan 
to address the unmet needs, includ-
ing spiritual and emotional care, to 
those whose lives have been devas-
tated.  LSI and LDR also help 
strengthen the capacity of congrega-
tions to respond to their own needs 
and the needs of others during these 
times of disaster by creating prepar-
edness and response plans. 
 
      Through this amazing partner-
ship , LSI and 
L D R c a n 
h e l p those in 
n e e d w h e n 
disas- t e r 

strikes.  
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(Continued from page 5) 

Walking to the Ocean 

It’s about walking with eyes wide 
in wonderment.  It’s about opening 
our hearts and minds to the experi-
ences of God and Christ in our lives 
every day.  It’s about trusting that 
we will be safe, even when the 
ground isn’t firm and we are vul-
nerable, and knowing that Jesus 
loves us. 
 

—Reprinted with permission from 
The Lutheran Magazine 

July 2007 
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1. Claire Davis with 
guitarist Toddiefunk 
from the Toby Mac 
band. 
2. Tom Petersen 
3. David Shavone 
4. Michael Bessman 
5. Brie McGuire & 
Emma Davis with 
Lauren, a stage crew 
member. 
6. The crowd at one 
of the concerts. 

Remember: 
The Alzheimer’s Support 
Group meets on the last 

Wednesday of each month at 
1:00 p.m. at the Gowrie Sen-

ior Suites.  
August’s meeting will be on 

Wednesday the 29th. 
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Countryside Ministry website: 
www.countrysidecoop.org 

Countryside Worship Times 
Calvary, Barnum ................................................10:30 a.m. 
Faith, Harcourt .....................................................9:00 a.m. 
Fulton, Roelyn .....................................................9:15 a.m. 
Trinity, Boxholm ...............................................10:30 a.m. 
UCC/Cong., Moorland .........................................8:00 a.m. 
Zion, Gowrie ........................................................9:30 a.m. 
         1st and 3rd Saturdays @ Zion .....................5:00 p.m. 
FUSION .......................... Wednesday evenings, 7:30 p.m. 

(at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie) 
 

Countryside Phone Numbers: 
Countryside Ministry Office ................................352-3645 
Rev. Jim Davis          Office .................................352-3932 
                                  Home .................................352-5261 
Rod Meyer                Office .................................846-6277 
                                  Home .................................354-5224 
Rev. Wahlgren          Office .................................352-3645 
                                  Home .................................352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist,    Office .................................352-3612 
Stephen Ministry       Home .................................352-3798 
 
Countryside E-mail Addresses: 
Countryside Office: .......................... ziongowr@wccta.net 
Rev. Jim Davis: ....................................elca506@wccta.net 
Rod Meyer: ...................................... rodmeyer@lvcta.com 
Cindy Youngquist: .................. stephencoop@hotmail.com 
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