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A Message From Pastor Jim—  were the class everyone dreade
For as long as | could
Il never forget the remember, Eleanor Reifsteck ha
impact 7' grade Sunday school taught ' grade. In spite of the
had on my becoming a person ofjr of authority that surrounde
faith. . Eleanor and her reputation fg
Our class was comprised Ofabeing a battle ax of a Sunda
number of quiet, attentive, well- gchool teacher, | am certain th
behaved boys and girls, alonggjeanor long remembered 197
with several unruly boys who, 55 the year she had the Sund
today, would probably be gchool class from hell. It was
diagnosed as ADHD, ODD or |ong hard year — for all of us.

some other psychological  The one thing that could b
explain their disruptive behavior. morning was that there would b
In those days, they were simply 5 conflict in the ¥ grade class.
referred to as ornery. | still |t would begin as a smal
remember them well: Todd gisryption, barely noticeable, bu

regret to admit, Jim Davis. We (Continued on page 3c)

ongregational, Moorland; ZioGowrie
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Council

d.Marie Bengston ------------ Trinity

Greg Carlson ------------------ Zion
jJdRoberta Clausen ----------- Trinity

Loretta Daisy--------------- Fulton
I Marc Greenfield ------------- Faith
r Steve Julius---------------- Calvary
y Steve Lane Zion
htGreg Moe ------------------- Fulton
4 Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith
ayNed Palmer -------------------- Zion
h Joyce Silvey ---------- UCC/Cong.

Richard Silvey ------- UCC/Cong.
e Amy Walrod -------------- Calvary

y
e

Countryside Ministry

) Executive Committee

When starting the cancel and reschedule the fir

Countryside Directory, | had no half of the day's appointmentg.

M Loretta Daisy----------- President
Steve Julius------- Vice-president
Greg Moe --------------- Secretary
Steve Lane-------------- Treasurer

Rev. Jim Davis
Administrative Pastor

~

idea how much time it would The rest of the week went fairly
take. | am very grateful to well with only a few other minor

_ NEEDAVISIT?

everyone who has helped with adjustments needing to be ma
the process. | am under theThe second week of photograph
impression that anything that canwas right after all the heavy rair
go wrong will go wrong in this When the photographer wa
process. The first day of taking their equipment down th
photography the company cameelevator, it started to fill with
with a broken camera. The partwater. Our sump pump ha
was ordered and suppose to be abroken and the shaft was full g

the church by 2:00 p.m. The partwater. She was able to take tie

y If you or anyone you know
. could use a pastoral visit, please
S contact the
Country-
side office
at 352-3645
SO a visit
can be

Hospital
\is

)

>Iike >
itation
&

arrived at 4:00 p.m. so we had to

(Continued on page 6¢)

scheduled.




QTEPHEN MINISTRY
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Hospice Care

As caregivers to someone who is terminally il
we must eventually think about end-of-life care foi
our loved ones. We want them to die in familiar su
roundings with us and with dignity, and not in ddco
and sterile hospital setting. Hospice care cap.hel

Hospice is not necessarily a place. It $ystem
of caring for someone who can no longer benef
from aggressive treatment for their disease. Mo:
hospice care not only treats the loved one, it eoul
sels the families and caregivers as well. Mosthef t
care is provided in the loved one’s or the caratgve
home, but hospice centers are available in many ¢
eas.

There is often a spiritual/emotional healthgt
happens when the patient and family begin to foct
on living peacefully and with dignity rather thao f
cusing on the condition or disease.

The therapy that the team provides is desigoe
relieve symptoms, use pain medications effectively
improve the quality of life, and prepare the lovec
one and their caregiver(s) and family members fc
his or her death. Nothing is done to speed déwaiih,
it is allowed to happen naturally.

The decision to enter hospice is not an eagy
To some it feels like giving up, but it really cosne
down to accepting one part of the natural cycle ¢
life. For many, dying at home peacefully is a &ett
alternative than fighting in a hospital until théast
breath. It is not for everyone, and, as much a&sipo
ble, the dying should decide for themselves.

One must qualify for hospice care. In mos
cases, a doctor must have diagnosed the patient
having a terminal iliness that is most likely taisa
death within six months. The patient can leave ¢
any time. An example of this would be an improve
ment in the person’s condition to the point where
they might want to start treating it again. Mast |
surance plans, including Medicare and Medicaic
pay for hospice care. Many times, even those witt

out insurance are eligible. Costs are covered Ignost
through donations.

Stephen Ministers
Caregivers
Join us on
Thursday, September 20, 2007

7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Trinity United Methodist Church

838 25th
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
(right across from Fort Dodge High School)
e, William H. Griffith is a chaplain
‘g ' |for the Hospice of South Central Indi-

ana. A former pastor for twenty-three
years and volunteer chaplain at nu-
i - merous institutions, he holds a Doctor
of Ministry degree. His studies have focused on
grief recovery, pastoral counseling, and preaching.
He is the author o€onfronting Deathpublished by
Judson Press. His words teach of the wisdom of be-
ing present and of listening with an open heart.

The Stephen Ministers of Trinity United Meth-
odist Church in Fort Dodge will be hosting a semina
featuring Dr. Griffith, and they have invited alf o
our Stephen Ministers and area pastors to come hear
him speak on Thursday September 20, 2007 from
7:00 P.M.—8:30 P.M.

I would like all who are willing to attend tmn-
tact me at the office so | may call Trinity United
Methodist with a number of how many of us will be
attending. This will be an excellent _continuing
education event, so please plan to attend and let’s
share rides. Call today 515-352-3612 or 515-352-
3645 or 515-352-3715 (UMC-Gowrie)

Cindy Youngquist, Countryside Ministries Stepheinistry
Leader ~‘Bear one another’'s burdens...and so fulfill thevla
of Christ.” GALATIANS 6:2
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had won the war. However, ou
elation was short-lived. Some ¢

(Continued from page 1)
Pastor's Message

quickly escalate as a power beginning to cry.
struggle would ensue between Those same words fror

Eleanor. the kinder, more caring studen
O n ¢ e inthe class — Jaci Berg and An
Eleanor Dillemuth — said, “That was
responded, really mean. Why are you sf{
the conflict mean to her?” They were angf
w o u |l d withus. Even worse, they wer

what he said, | do remember that
things changed in that classroom
that morning. While we would still
thave an occasional skirmish, the
war was over.

| have often wondered why
' Eleanor didn’t quit teaching or have
¢ us permanently removed from the
class. | can’t imagine having to try
and teach a group like ours. | wish

Eleanor and one of the “bad” Eleanor would have been ajl could ask her why.

boys. Often, other “bad” boys invitation to attack, but coming
would join the battle and it would from our classmates, especial
climax with someone being sent girls who were crying, they werg
to sit in the pew in the back of the the word of God accusing us ¢
sanctuary, to the Sunday schoolour sinfulness. | remembeg
superintendent or the pastor. Itfeeling guilty, ashamed and afrai
was like this every Sunday of what would happen all in th¢
morning. same moment. Instead
The high point of that year — celebrating the victory ove
at least for us boys — was theEleanor, | felt terrible about hov
morning when our weekly |had hurt her.
conflict became so heated that In a few minutes, Pasto
Eleanor left the room in tears. Gerrietts entered the classroof
We smiled smugly thinking we While | have no recollection of

fthrough

What is really strange, however,
'is that when | think about the
b Sunday school teachers who have
modeled God’'s love for me,
| Eleanor is the first one who comes

k to mind. While | cannot remember

s a single lesson she taught, what | do
remember is her faithfulness to
trying to teach us about Jesus and
God’s love. The most important
way Eleanor taught me was not
the lessons in the
y workbook, but with her life.

Although | did not realize it at the

time, she was Christ for me. She

Leslee Mogensen has been

atribute to a fund, established |

was always there, and in spite of
my sinfulness, she was faithful in
loving and forgiving me. What an
. amazing gift!

In a day when we struggle to get

fering from health-related issues foeslee’s name, as an expression

the past several months that h

care for Leslee and Jon.

resulted in numerous trips to Ro¢h- Thrivent will match contribu-

ester and other health care cen
Leslee’s long-term prognosis at t
time is uncertain.

Jon, Leslee’s husband, has 4
one of our worship leaders since
beginning of Countryside Ministr
Jon is a self-employed painter §
has had to miss work and W
probably need to miss more as a
sult of Leslee’s iliness.

We would like to express @
appreciation for Jon and Lesle
willingness to share their gifts wi
us and to show our support of th
by helping to defray some of the ¢
penses related to Leslee’s illness

e¢ions, dollar for dollar,
$2,500.
Checks can be made out

up to

Inthiled or given to:

&allendar, 1A 50523

WMarsha Farnham, 1532 390
HSireet, Gowrie, 1A 50543

t'\1/Iarsha Samuelson, 3337 Kans

i&(l[\‘/e, Gowrie, 1A 50543

We invite you to generoug

éeeslee Mogensen Benefit” an
thleould be received by Septemf
y17, 2007. Contributions should &

I&race Bilstad, 2885 Easter Avend

If you have questions, pleas
lsontact Grace Bilstad at 548-3663(

Sunday school teachers, | often
wonder who the Eleanors will be
for our children. | wonder whom
our kids can count on to be there
Sunday after Sunday, year after
year. | wonder who will be Christ
for them.

| am thankful that Eleanor was
able to be present at my
ordination — it must have seemed
'like a miracle to her — and | often
think of Eleanor and the gift she
was to me.

| pray that God will raise up
Eleanors from our congregations
iwho are willing to be Christ for our
children. Are you one of them?

[




Generous giving Corinthians 9). We might be intentional withoug th
is a key to responding pledge card or form, but it would be more difficult
positively to the The discipline of the card helps us to be intergion
threat posed by in our giving. Itis a gift to us. To be intenti@ in
wealth. Generosity is giving means to develop a plan and then to live by
one of the values of the plan.
good stewardship.

But there are other Another stewardship value is regular giving. To be

traits of a biblical regular in your giving means to establish a pattern

giver. Developing in your giving, and to follow that pattern. Pauit®

these traits should be the goal of all Christiaawst it this way in 1 Corinthians 16, “On the first day

ards. Since the mission of stewardship ministry isvery week, each of you is to put aside and save

to help people grow in their relationship with Jesuwhatever extra you earn, so that collections need

through their stewardship, then it stands to reasarot be taken when | come.” Paul’s prescribed regu-

that the goal of our congregation’s stewardship-minlar pattern for giving is each week. But people in

istry should be to lift up these traits and encgara biblical times, it was most common for workers to

all members to conform their stewardship to thenreceive income at the end of each day.

Another way to think about these traits is to thafik

them as the values of stewardship, values that w@ur system of compensation is very different.

should strive to live by. Some people are paid once a week, others twice a
month, others only once each month. Retired peo-

Being intentional in our giving means to develop gle might receive a Social Security check at the be

plan for our giving and then follow through with ginning of the month, and a pension check some

that plan. In 2 Corinthians 9, Paul writes, “Theother time. If they are fortunate, they may have i

point is this: the one who sows sparingly will alsocome from other investments.

reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully

will also reap bountifully. Each of you must gige In our day, to be regular in giving means that when

you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or unever you receive income, and however you receive

der compulsion.” If you are to give as you havencome, you give according to your predetermined

made up your mind, then you have to have made ygan. Obviously, there is a strong connection be-

your mind. To be intentional means to make upween intentional giving and regular giving. To be

your mind, to develop a plan for giving, and then t intentional means that you develop a plan for your

“walk the walk” as you turn that plan into action. giving. To be regular means that you follow that
plan, according to your own specific way of receiv-

If you arrive at worship with no plan for giving@n ing income.

give something that might or might not be available

in your wallet or purse, your giving is not inten-One thing is clear. Our discipleship to Jesusdead

tional. us to intentional and regular giving in our steward
ship of those material blessings that God has en-

In our congregation we use pledge cards or formsusted to us. It is a pattern we are called timfo

for givers to indicate the amount they plan to giverou will be blessed.

in the coming year. They are intended to help each

steward be intentional in our giving. To quote IPau

we should give “as we have made up our mind” (2
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—by Cindy Youngquist clergy to be in same-gender relationships andtto le
| just returned from Chicago where | was & vo clergy bless same-gender marriage. That assembly
ing member from the Western lowa Synod to the@greed to a denominational study on sexuality
Churchwide Assembly August 61 Upon my re- which will be considered as a “social statement” at
turn Donna Moe had left a message on my answethe 2009 assembly. Much of the initial debate on
ing machine that said it best, “You were a greahuman sexuality at this years assembly addressed
choice for the Synod to send as | am sure you wouldhether the assembly ought to pass any memorials
eat it all up and drink it all in....” She was rightt, dealing with human sexuality before the 2009
we returned with a 3 inch - 3 ring binder loadedChurchwide Assembly in Minneapolis. It was
with information. For 6 days about 2,000 people alagreed that we would stay the course and let the
“ate itup and drank itin.”  —including 1,D0v¥ot- task force complete its work and present it to the
ing members elected by the 65 ELCA synods. Thehurch wide assembly in 2009.
Western lowa Synod elected me, and Monte Albert But one change was approved: by a vote&8f 5
was elected by the Twin River Valley Conference #0 431, the assembly encouraged the ELCA’s syn-
8, so it was nice to have two from the Countrysideds, bishops and presiding bishop to “refrain from
Ministry attend. or demonstrate restraint in disciplining” peopla an
The biennial Churchwide Assembly of thecongregations who call qualified leaders on the pro
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)fessional rosters of the ELCA “who are in a mutual,
was held at the Navy Pier in Chicago. It was a beachaste and faithful, committed, same-gender rela-
tiful setting and a great experience with our vgtin tionship.” The assembly also stated that the same
on many amendments and resolutions. One of thestraint should apply to the professional leaders
first things was by a vote of 984 to 5, the assgmblwho are on the official rosters and are in comrditte
committed the church to “reach and surpass, as sosame-gender relationships.  The proposal was
as possible, the goal of $25 million in annual givi adopted by the assembly as a substitute for a recom
by individuals and congregations” to the ELCAmendation of the Memorials Committee. Rev.
World Hunger Appeal. This past year, gifts toMark S. Hanson, ELCA presiding bishop, said the
ELCA World Hunger totaled over $20 million -- a key words from the adopted action were that the
milestone -- a powerful commitment to making aChurch wide Assembly “prays, urges, and encour-
difference in the lives of our neighbors. We edelct ages” refraining or demonstrating restraint in disc
two ELCA officers to six-year terms: David Swar-pline. “These are words of counsel. They are not
tling as ELCA secretary and the Rev. Mark S. Hanwords that change the standards of the church. They
son to a second term as ELCA presiding bishop. reflect the mind of this assembly as it seeks @ gi
During the assembly we were presented witbounsel to the leaders of the church.”
125 memorials. Memorials are requests from the | look forward to the 2009 church wide assem
church’s 65 synods asking for action by the assenly and hope that | will once again be a delegate t
bly on specific topics. Some of those memorialsttend that assembly, until then | prayleavenly
passed were on the Irag War, Israeli-PalestiniaRather, | pray for our churches and synods, pastors
conflict, mission funding, and The Book of Faith,and congregations and make our church a light to
Lutherans Read the BibleThe Book of Faiths an  our community and the world. Let our thoughts,
initiative of the Evangelical Lutheran Church inwords and actions give You honor and bring You
America that invites the whole church to becomglory. May we set an example for all in our speech
more fluent in the first language of faith, the-lan life, love, faith & purity. Bless our church anddp
guage of Scripture, in order that we might liveoint us. Make Your face to shine upon us in all our-min
our calling as a people renewed, enlivened, and enstries and be gracious to us. Turn Your face to-
powered by the Word. We have a calling as thavard us and give us peace. = Amen.
people of God. Part of our calling is to know, hea
share, and be rooted in Scripture.
In 2005, the assembly refused to allow gay




We have several wonderful opurg’s Junior High Event. Thi
portunities for our youth to be irevent is designed to support a
volved in this fall. strengthen the congregation’s mi

On Sunday, October 7, youistry with junior high students a

(Continued from page 1)

Directory

elevator back up to the 1st floor and
kget out but our downstairs was a
H@ess. Our new janitor had a really
good initiation that week!
Everyone was very understanding

and adults alike will have ththey ask questions about their faggoout the whole situation.

chance to join in the Annu&Veb- and lives. The only cost for thi

ster County CROP WALK. Reg- event is food and transportation

istration will be from 12:30—1:3@nd from the event. Please call t

p.m. at Reynolds Park. The watkountryside Office by October 1

will start at 1:30 p.m. SO we can make arrangements
CROP WALK helps suppottavel.

the overall ministry of Church .
World Service and has partn November 9-10 will be théth
nual Junior High Gathering of

r
. . ) n
agencies in 80 countries Worae WIS in Des Moines. This

wide. Iyear’s theme “I Know the Plans

If you would like to join ou .
y ) 0] . Have For You” will be addresse
group or receive more information

please contact the Countryside C?fy do_ur guests, LOStkaIfl‘d Found
fice by October 1. and in our many workshops. Yo

will get one night at the Holiday
ConFEST ‘07 (Confirmands’Inn complete with swimming poo

Night with Our Bishop) will bevideo game area, breakfast aqgif

dHopefully we have all the kinks
tsoned out and it will be smooth
jailing from now on.

5 | would also like to remind
fgveryone if you see someone in
church with a camera, we are just
taking photos for the directory. If
you have any pictures that you
would like to have considered for
the directory, please submit to me
In the Countryside Office. | would
Gather have too many pictures to
Ichoose from than not enough.
Thank you in advance for your
help.
With
oblems

the water and other
that caused some

from 6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m. at Sties, a program packed with wo
Mark’s Lutheran Church in Stormhip, singing with “Lost and
Lake. Please call the Countrysi#f®und”, workshops, and lots (
Office by September 30 if you platime to hang out with your friends
to attend. The only cost for thRegistration is $75 per perso
event is transportation to and froniRlease contact the Countryside (

fice and have your money to th
Next on Saturday, November fice by October 15.

at Wartburg college, junior higﬁ
students in grades 6-9 are invited to
join the fun atLIFE 101, Wart-

'have an additional date scheduled to
help us complete our directory.
’fAnyone who has not yet been
scheduled please call the
;?ountryside Office today!!!!
Remaining photo dates and
locations are as follows:

September 6 & 7
2:30—9:00 p.m.

Fulton:

Please joinup in Moorland/Harcourt or meef
our Country- in the prison parking lot.
side Ministry’s Anyone wishing to be include
Prison Ministry in this outreach ministry please c4
and see howthe Countryside Ministry office by
you can make athe first Thursday of the mont
difference in the life of someongSeptember 6) to reserve a sp
behind bars. Cheryl will let you know the re{

MINISTRY
(TAar s N

Our regularly scheduled visijuirements of the correctional fa-

is the second Wednesday of thality and answer any questions yq
month (September 12). We leavmay have about the visit.

from Zion at 5:45 p.m. but will Please consider joining
make arrangements to pick peopkoon!

4

September 8
9:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m.

Faith: September 12 & 13
2:30—9:00 p.m.

d1'rinity: September 14

ll 2:30—9:00 p.m.

September 15
9:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m.

September 18

2:30—9:00 p.m.
Please plan to attend one of
Pthese sessions.

h
pfion:

IS —Cheryl Rasmussen
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building, and the
ropes course
where we had t
walk acros:
ropes. That wagg..
also dealing witl§
trust. @)
Wednesday w
climbed the roc i
wall in the barn. On Thursday we went rock clingpin
on the big wall and also did the zip line. | waslly
scared about the zip line at first and my legs veéiak-

ing, but my counselor helped us through it. Weewer
assured that we were harnessed in and the cables we
safe, but we knew that we were going to be zipping
along about the length of our church parking lot.

(Back Row) Cara Jamison, Danielle Peterson, Kalfight, We had lunch after our activities. They haveew
Blair Miller, I-_la]ey Moore, (Front Row) Sierra, Caselor Mi-  dining hall and it was the only place with air cdiuh-
chelle Hall, Jillian Rosendahl. ing so we hurried to get there. The cook was caudi

we had pretty good meals served to us.

On Sunday, July 15th, my mom and Charlene Ped{ asked Danielle for her favorite memories ahe
terson drove myself and Danielle to Spirit Lake; bented to say she really enjoyed playing the games,
cause we were attending Lutheran Lakeside Bs#neh as boofers. It was a game where we used the
Camp for the week. whole camp area and three guys went around ardl trie

| have to admit, | wasn't sure about the vehcdhmpto hit you with a sock. If they hit you, you hau yell
idea at first, but with my parents, Cindy, and & for the doctor and they could save you. You hageb
other people trying to talk me into it, | decidedvés to certain stations to complete the game. Shelikiso
going to have a good time. playing noodleball. tis like softball but with glonoo-

Sunday afternoon we got to know each otHetle dles tied together for the bat. She also enjoypitiav
bit. 1 met two girls from Laurens, two from Mansdight that our cabin had one night. It was beflgats
and one from Glenwood. | started talking with Hateut and we were all really noisy and started thrmwi
from Laurens right away. We were friends instangilows and laughing.

Our cabin was St. Peter. The first night we had toOur counselor was a lot of fun. She was wwva
make up a name and cheer for our cabin. We natngailing and had something fun for us to do. Henea
Sharkbait Hoo Ha Ha from the mowénding Nemo. is Michelle Hall and she also works at Target intFo

Our cabin had 17 beds. We all slept on tipedf Dodge. The week wouldn’t have been the same with-
the bunks because there were only seven of ushateut her.
lights out at 10:30 every night. The next morning w We had so much fun that we ended our week in
woke up at 7:00 to shower. We had to be at breakéars not wanting to leave. All of us agreed &y sh
by 7:40. After breakfast we had cabin cleanuptaed touch and be friends forever.
our day began. After cleanup we had worship everyDanielle and | both thank our churches foyipag
morning. It was a big area inside the building.e Yur half of our way to camp. It meant a lot to lisvas
sang a lot of songs that we sing-&tSIONand at biblea learning experience. We made a lot of friendsvaed
school. Danielle and | knew most of the songsteAhighly recommend that any kid goes to bible camp.
worship we did an activity each day. After theiaet _Katie Albright
ties was bible study. Some of the activities wetreist
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ALSTUy apisAnmo)

Countryside Phone Numbers:

Countryside Ministry Office............cccooiieens. 352-3645
Rev. Jim Davis OffiCe v, 352-3932
Home ......ccmmveeennee......352-5261
Rod Meyer OffiCe ovveeiiiiiiiiiieeiis 846-6277
Home ......ccmmeeennnee...... 354-5224
Rev. Wahlgren OffiCe vt 352-3645
Home ......ccmmreeennee......352-5245
Cindy Youngquist, Office........cccccvuriueeaarnn. 352-3612
Stephen Ministry Home .....ccoviiiiiiieee, 352-3798
Countryside E-mail Addresses:
Countryside Office: ........cccceveiiiinns Ziavg @wccta.net
Rev. JIm DaviS:.....ccooovvveeviiiieiieea elca506@wccta.net
ROd MeYer: ... dnoeyer@lvcta.com
Cindy Youngquist:.................. stephencoop@taik.com

Countryside Worship Times

Calvary, Barnum...........ccoooeeeevvnnnnes e 10:30 a.m.
Faith, Harcourt.........ccocvveeieeiiiiiiimmieceee 9:00 a.m.
Fulton, ROEIYN ... 9:15 a.m.
Trinity, BoXholm .......ccooociiiiiiieeeeeeeee e 10:30 a.m.
UCC/Cong., Moorland............cccccvvvvrrrs ... 8:00 @.m.
ZioN, GOWHIE .....evvieeee ettt 10:30 a.m.
1st and 3rd Saturdays @ Zion.............. 5:00 p.m.
FUSION.....cooeeviieeiee Wednesday evenings, P.30.

(at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie)

Remember:

The Alzheimer’s Support Group
meets on the last Wednesday @
each month at 1:00 p.m. at the

Gowrie Senior Suites.

September’s meeting will be on

Wednesday the 26th.

Also Remember that Zion’s
Worship Time changes on Sep-
tember 9th to 10:30 a.m. Sun-

day School and Adult Bible
Study will start at 9:30 a.m. on

the 16th

Countryside Ministry website:
Www.countrysidecoop.org



