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A Message From Pastor Jim—  Funeral services were held fqr Marie Bengston ------------ Trinity
. . Pat on Saturday, September 15|atGreg Carlson ------------------ Zion

Pat Loehr died this pastihe UcC/Congregational Church. Jim W. Carlson --------------- Zion
week.  Pat was a longtime pat js survived by her childrer], Roberta Clausen ----------- Trinity
member of the United Church of carla and Clyde, and Gerald, herLoretta Daisy--------------- Fulton
Christ/Congregational Church in hyshand of fifty-three years. Marc Greenfield ------------- Faith
Moorland where she was  yoy may be wondering why | Steve Julius---------------- Calvary
involved in the Womens’ am writing about Pat. | writd Steve Lane Zion
Fellowship and served as agpout Pat to provide a context fgr Greg Mog ------------------- Fulton
deacon and as clerk of the churchyhat | am going to write abouf Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith
board for many years. Although pext. Joyce Silvey ---------- UCCI/Cong.
Pat has been homebound for the |t you attend worship af Richard Silvey ------- UCC/Cong.
past eight years; she was alwayjcc/Congregational, most Amy Walrod -------------- Calvary

interested in what was going on Sundays Dick Silvey and Geral

in the church, the community and | genr will greet you. They gree
the lives of family and friends.

o)
i

(Continued on page 3c)

Countryside Ministry

Executive Committee

Loretta Daisy----------- President

Steve Julius------- Vice-president

“Pastor, my farm and my | assured Earl that he would Greg Moe --------------- Secretary
money are all gone. | don’t continue to receive the same Steve Lane-------------- Treasurer

d Rev. Jim Davis
Administrative Pastor

know what I'm going to do.” quality of care he had receive
The sorrow in Earl's voice was for years. He knew that. He w4
heart-rending. just sad that resources he thoug
Earl had worked hard his would provide for his care anq
entire life. He had lived frugally, benefit others were gone.
saved religiously, and believed It is sad, but there are many NEED A VISIT?
he would be able to provide for like Earl who believe they will
both his wife and himself and be able to provide for their ow If you or anyone you know
have something left to pass on tocare and still leave something could use a pastoral visit, please
the next generation. However, behind, but are left feelin contact the
Earl had not planned on both hisdejected when they realize that Hospital Country-
wife and himself spending the illness, nursing homes or taxds \jsitation side office
last 10-plus years of their lives in will eat away at their assets untjl : at 352-3645
a nursing home. Earl’s savings little or none remain. oo SO a visit
and farm were slowly consumed It is sad to see people T il can be
until nothing remained. (Continued on page 6c) scheduled.




STEPHEN MINISTRY lives who are “packing our parachutes”?

One of the reasons | say this is becauseuldv
like to take this opportunity to “Thank” our area
Stephen Ministers. | recently attended a board meet
ing that Representative David Tjepkes of Gowrie
was present. This is the second time that | have
found myself at the same meeting that Dave was at-
) tending and both times he mentioned Stephen Minis-
Do you show an attitude try. He acknowledged my presence and compli-

. mented the Stephen Ministers in our area churches.

Of grat|tUde? He said that he has witnessed the caring ministry i
our area himself as his wife Judi, is one of our
Stephen Ministers. You know nothing can make a
person feel any more appreciated than having some-
one tell you “thank you.” Having David acknowl-
edge the caring ministry you all do really should
make you as proud as it did me.

Too many times you all end up using your time
cgasor just a listening ear and probably don’'t gva
receive a thank you. You did that day and many
other times our Pastors and other people have told
me how lucky we are to have these ministers out
life there helping people. We may not be packing a para-

Shortly after coming home, Charlie and higewi c_hute_ but to _tho_se peo_ple we help we can be at that

_time in their life just as important.

were sitting in a restaurant. A man rose from i v inistry | h a blessing b

nearby table, walked over and said, “You're Plumb h our mlr(;ls ]Eyl IS sucf S. e_ssmgzh eca}utse I}(.OU

You flew jet fighters in Vietham from the aircraft ave a wonderful way Ot bringing otners 1nto His

carrier Kitty Hawk. You were shot down!” presence. Or_1e time th_ere were ten people who were

Surprised that he was recognized, Charlie res nde VETY sick with a terrible disease called leprosy.
P g P9 When Jesus saw them, He touched them and they

“How in the world did you know that?” The man re- were healed. They were so happy that they ran up
plied, "l packed your parachute. Tharlie looked up and down the streets singing and dancing. One of

with surprise. The man pumped his hand, gave
1w - " ._them stopped and went back to tell Jesus, “Thank
- |
thumbs-up, and said, “I guess it worked!” Charlie You” Jesus said to hinfWeren't there ten wh

stood to shake the man’s hand, and assured him, were healed? Where are the other nine?” Only one
most certainly did work. If it had not worked, | out of the ten said, “Thank You.” Luke 17:11

would not be here today.” .
Charlie could not sleep that night, thinkadgput God does so much for us! Every day he prawide

the man. He wondered if he might have seen hile_verything we need: food, cIottling, and a elace’ to
and not even said, “Good morning, how are you’?“ve' D.O we ever forget“to Say, Th?nk You? ITets
He thought of the many hours the sailor had spe\Stolo right now and say “Thank \_(ou and ask Him to
bending over a long wooden table in the bottom ¢ helz us remember to tr;]gnk Him e\(/jerg day. Dfear
the ship, carefully folding the silks and weavimg t Lord, you glv‘e‘z us everyt |ng we need, but we often
shrouds of each chute, each time holding in hiforget to say “Thank You.” We thank_ you now, and
hands the fate of someone he didn't know. Plum ask you to help us to remember to give thanks every

then began to realize that along with the physice day for all that you give us. Amen.
parachute, he needed mental, emotional and spiritt Cindy Youngquist, Countryside Cooperative's StepMinis-
parachutes. He had called on all these supports d'try Leader ~“Bear one another’s burdens...and so fulfill the
ing his long and painful ordeal. law of Christ.” GALATIANS 6:2
How many times a day, a week, a month, do w
pass up the opportunity to thank those people m ol
2

(]

Captain Charles Plumb, a graduate from the N
val Academy, whose plane, after 74 successful cor
bat missions over North Vietham, was shot dowr
He parachuted to safety, but was captured, torture
and spent 2,103 days in a small box-like cell.

After surviving the ordealCaptain Plumb re-
ceived the Silver Star, Bronze Star, the Legion
Merit and two Purple Hearts, and returned to Amet
ica and spoke to many groups about his experien
and how it compared to the challenges of every de




(Continued from page 1) and saw Gerald at the top of th

Pastor's Message

needs to be prepared for worship.prayer and confession. | wg

They always have welcoming deeply touched to hear him if

smiles. worship; after all, his wife hag

Yesterday, when | arrived to been buried just the day beforg
lead worship at UCC/ When Gerald brought thg
Congregational, | assumed | offering forward, he stood wherg

would not see Gerald; Pat's Pat's casket had been and joing

funeral had been just the dayin thePrayer of Thanksgiving I

before, he had family at home, was inspired to witness the pow¢

and | was certain he would be of his faith in the face of death.
exhausted from a long, trying
week.

You can imagine my surprise spouse of fifty-three years.

steps handing out bulletins witf

worshipers, his usual smile. | was amaze
hand out Not many people, having gon
bulletins through what Gerald just hag
and pretty would be in church, let along
well  take greeting people and handing o{
care of Dbulletins.

anything During worship, | could heat
else that Gerald's voice lifted in praise

Its hard for me to imagine
what it must feel like to lose @
It’s
when | walked through the door hard for me to imagine the pain

the sadness and the grief. | realize
that there are many of you who
i have had this experience and who
e understand something of what
Gerald is now experiencing.

While it is difficult for me to

)]

understand what Gerald is
experiencing, | think | know
something of why he was in

worship the day after Pat’s funeral.
«Gerald was there because it is
where he belongs. On Sunday
mornings, his family and friends
gather not only to worship but to
p celebrate their blessings and to
support each other in their
struggles. Gerald was there
because he knew that, in our own
imperfect, broken ways, we would
reach out to love and comfort him.
Gerald was there because when we
gather as God’s people we are
s reminded that, in spite of our pain
and sorrow, God is still with us.
And, in being there, Gerald was a

A message from Tyler Rasmusse

Years ago, a professor of m
was beginning seminary and W
being challenged in his faith. |
decided to talk to one of his profg
sors about all the startling things
had found out, and his profes
asked him what Luther said in foity itself are amazing places,
Small Catechism about the first aftiave been constantly challenged
cle of the Apostles Creed. He
plied, “I believe that God has m
me...” His professor cut him sh
“You know all the science that gg
behind your birth. If you can s
‘God has made me’ in spite of
that, then you know what it meg
to have faith.”

| have been living in Chica

pof Webster County.

misat is not Christian, but they ha

fere was a challenging day, as n
iparents and | spent the whole tiry
dsiving through the rain storms thg
Hdumped nine inches of rain in are
Since thef
beough the Lutheran School of The
bology at Chicago (LSTC) and thy

fevery aspect of my life. Since star
deg classes, my beliefs and undg¢
rstanding of my faith have been pé
g¢cularly challenged. Don’t get mg
Brong, no one has tried to chang
iy beliefs or teach me anythin

presented to my class the wide vd
ety of research and historical fag

powerful witness to the faith we
share in Christ Jesus.

What a blessing to have places
like our congregations where we
can gather, even in the midst of our
sorrow and grief, and be with
family and friends, to be loved and
to be reminded of God’'s eternal
presence with us.

Thank you, Gerald, for
reminding me of the power of
gathering together as God’s people.

Remember:

The Alzheimer’s Support
Group meets on the Last
Wednesday of each month
at 1:00 p.m. at the Gowrie
Senior Suites. October’s
meeting will be on
Wednesday the 31st.

—

for a month now. The day | moved (Continued on page 6




Generous giving the ELCA church-wide can do in mission and min-
is perhaps the most istry. More importantly, it is frightening to thn
basic stewardship about what this level of giving says about theestat
value. It is hard to of discipleship for the many members of the ELCA
imagine anyone who who give at this level and below. If one’s faith i
is serious about disci- supposed to yield some signs of its health, then we
pleship giving one or must wonder about the spiritual health of those who
two percent of his or are giving at this level.
her income to God’s

First-fruits giving is another kind of stenslahip

work through the | his i q q ving fi
church. (ELCA Lutherans on average give 1.9% e s £ BRI 0 LI G'V'ng Irst-
' "> “fruits means giving to God first and living off the

It is also hard to imagine a generous giver wha SN ot The opposite, of course, is to take cartef

Serious about d|SC|pIesh|p. .Gene'rous 9VING 1S alleeds and wants of this life first, and give Goe th
indispensable partner of discipleship.

leftovers. Deuteronomy says this: “When you have
In Luke 12, Jesus says, “For where your treagome into the land that the Lord your God is giving
ure is, there your heart will be also.” If one’sds- you as an inheritance to possess, and you pogsess i
ure is with Jesus, then one’s heart is going to ba&nd settle in it, you shall take some of the firfsall
there also. And of course the opposite is alse.tru the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the

: o ) _ land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you
Paul writes to the Corinthians, “And Godiea  gha| put it in a basket and go to the place that t

to provide you with every blessing in abundance, spord your God will choose as a dwelling for his
that by always having enough of everything, youhgme.”

may share abundantly in every good work” (2 Cor. o _ .
9). God's incredible generosity is the basis foya  Giving first means that when we receive in-
call for generous giving on the part of God’s peo£0Me, the first che_ck we write is to the churche- B
ple. We can't out-give God. As Christians, one oforeé we pay our t?'”s’ before we head for the gro-
our key faith statements must be that we will alsvayCery Store, we write our check to our church. This
have enough, because God provides us with all wéy, we will be certain to give to God first andei
need. Because God has blessed us so generouQI’},the res_t,_rather than meeting our wants andsneed
we can, and must, give generously to others, espSt and giving God the leftovers.

cially to those in need. In the modern world, giving first is an abso

An incredible story of generous giving is fiou lutely essential key to giving generously. We live
in 2 Corinthians 8. Paul is appealing to the Gorinin & world in which advertising is very adept at
thians’ generosity, and he holds up for them the ex}urning wants into needs. Daily we are bombarded
ample of the Macedonian Christians. He writeswith thousands of messages telling us that we will
“We want you to know, brothers and sisters, abolt€ happier if only we purchase this product or.that
the grace of God that has been granted to thE€Se messages are very sophisticated, and they
churches of Macedonia; for during a severe ordedfork. If you don't give to God first, you will shi
of affliction, their abundant joy and their extremethange God every time. You will use your money

poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosityn Pursuit of this dream or that dream, and God wil
on their part.” get what is left (if anything).

Our ELCA level of giving has serious ramifica _ If you are going to give generously, youdee
tions for the work that congregations, synods anélive first! You will be blessed.

4




We have several wonderful omin the fun atLIFE 101, Wart-
portunities for our youth to be ifdurg’s Junior High Event. Thi
volved in this fall. event is designed to support a

On Sunday, October 14, youtrengthen the congregation’s mi
and adults alike will

ster County CROP WALK. Reg-and lives. The only cost for thi
istration will be from 12:00—1:3@vent is for food on the way hom
p.m. at Reynolds Park. The walease call the Countryside Offig
will start at 1:30 p.m.
CROP WALK helps supporangements for travel.
the overall ministry of Church
World Service and has partner November 9-10 will be th@éth
agencies in 80 countries worlédnnual Junior High Gathering of
wide. If you would like to join outhe WIS in Des Moines. Thig
group or receive more informatiogear’'s theme “I Know the Plans
please contact the Countryside Gfave For You” will be addresse
fice by October 1. by our guests, “Lost and Foung
and in our many workshops. Yd
ConFEST ‘07 (Confirmands’will get one night at the Holida)
Night with Our Bishop) will belnn complete with swimming poo
held on Wednesday, October Mideo game area, breakfast a

have thestry with junior high students g
chance to join in the Annu&Veb- they ask questions about their faith

Thank you to
everyone who has
been helping to
make the directory
a success. By the
time you receive
this newsletter all
pictures will have
been taken by the
photographer and we will be par-
Hially done with the extra pages.

e |f you have any pictures you

L ChOYCh
divectory
| update

by October 15 so we can make anould like to have considered for

use in the directory please give
them to Cheryl in the Countryside
Office by October 1. All pages for
the directory need to be submitted
to Lifetouch by October 15.
| If you did not have a photo
daken and would still like a direc-
jtory the cost is $10 per directory
@nd needs to be turned into the
Countryside Office by October 15.
Please watch your bulletins and
pewsletters for when the directories

from 6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m. at Shunch on Saturday, a T-shirt, actijjare ready to be picked up. Again,

Mark’s Lutheran Church in Storrties, a program packed with wo
Lake. Please call the Countrysidhip, singing with “Lost ang

ithank you to everyone for helping
make this project a success.

Office by September 30 if you plalRound”, workshops, and lots
to attend.
Registration is $75 per perso

Next on Saturday, NovemberRease contact the Countryside (

at Wartburg college, junior higfice and have your money to th
students in grades 6-9 are inviteddfiice by October 15.

RUN THROUGH THE BIBLE

tlbeg,rgy One of theare in ¥ and 7 grade and thei
Bible Promises  parentparents toRun through the Bible
make at the baptison November 4 and 18 from 3:00
of their child is “to 4:30 p.m. Run through the Bible
place in their handss intended to give each of the pa
the holy scriptures.ticipants a basic overview of th
This means more than simply puBible and just a little taste of wha
chasing a Bible for a child; it inean be found between its covers.
volves making certain they know Please call the Countrysidg
what is between the covers. Ministry office (352-3645) if you

In order to help you fulfill thaplan on attending or have ques-

\
'O:fy%‘)

time to hang out with your friends.

\[-

!

DT

Please

. join our
Df- Countryside
e Ministry’s
Prison Min-

istry and see how you can make a
difference in the life of someone
behind bars.

Our regularly scheduled visit is
Wednesday, October 10. We
leave from Zion at 5:45 p.m. but
will make arrangements to pick
people up in Moorland/Harcourt or
meet in the prison parking lot.

o Anyone wishing to be included
n this outreach ministry please call
he Countryside Ministry office by
Thursday, October 4, to reserve a
spot or for answers to questions you
may have about the visit.

Please consider joining us soon!

promise, we invite students whns.
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(Continued from page 1) in the church basement. Preced

Legacy the seminar, lunch will be served
Zion youth from 11:30 a.m. — 1:(
subjected to these experiencesm.

especially when things could be so The Rev. Keith Nelso
different. Earl could havéssociate Director of the ELC
preserved the majority of his asséisundation, will be leading th
with careful planning. He couldeminar. Rev. Nelson has trave
have provided care for his wife artdroughout the country on behalf
himself and still left somethinghe ELCA helping people learn hg
behind for the next generation.  to faithfully plan for their future i

There are tremendouwsder to maximize the impact of t
opportunities available to protecésources and assets God
your assets and ensure that they en&rusted to us. He has o
used in the way in which you intertdventy-five years of experience
them to be used. Without careftllis area of ministry.

planning, however, Earl’s You will be given informatio
experience could be youhat will prove invaluable i
experience. developing a plan for th

Henry and Rose were frienfdseservation of your assets. T
of mine from Frederika who haseminar is strictly informationg
very limited assets. One day wéou will not be asked to make
had a conversation that led to theift or purchase a product. The s
developing a plan for how themtent of the seminar is to provi
could preserve their assets to ymu with information to assist yq
used in the way in which thewy the protection and intended v
intended them to be used. Nioéyour assets.
months after making the changes We all know people like Ea
that enabled them to protect thewho have had illnesses, nurs
assets, Henry suffered a fall thadmes and taxes consume mj{
resulted in him needing nursingortions of their assets. It
home care for the rest of his life. especially sad to see these situat

Two years later, Henry diedihen careful planning could ha|
Rose thanked me many times foreserved their assets. Stories
talking to them about developingthat of Rose and Henry 3
plan to preserve their assets and éxceptions to the rule; but they
connecting them with people whwot have to be. Careful planni
could help. Without the plan thewill help you to preserve yol
had put in place, Rose would haassets, provide for your care
been left with little or nothing. benefit others. | hope that w

Developing a plan for theareful planning, we all can hal
protection and use of your assetsstsries like Rose and Henry.
not just for people who are wealthy, | invite you to join me i
it is equally important for peopl&arning more about the benefits
who have modest assets. careful planning.

Please join us for “Leaving a If you would Ilike mor
Legacy,” a planned giving seminamformation, please contact me
that will be hosted by the ZioB52-3932.
Endowed Benevolence Team on
October 21, from 1:00 — 2:30 p.m.

A

g

Yours in Christ
Pastor Jin

(Continued from page 3)
Seminary

that have gone

into under-
standing  the
Bible, facts

that are hard to

make sense of

and cause me
to wrestle with a lot of things.

As | spend my days and nights
wrestling with what everything that |
am learning means, trying to digest as
much of it as possible, | find that the
story my professor told me is a solace
among all the chaos. | was born on
July 4, 1984 around 7:12 am, right at
the moment a firecracker went off
somewhere outside the hospital. |
was conceived about nine months
earlier when a sperm (Greek for seed)
was planted in an egg. That single
cell split again and again until it
eventually developed into a con-
scious being, and that being devel-
oped into me. Science today can go
even further than that in explaining
how my DNA came together to form
a cohesive whole and determined
many aspects of my development.
Through all that knowledge, how-
ever, | can most assuredly say “I be-
lieve that God has made me” and
mean it, because | have something
science doesn’t have, a living faith in
our risen Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

| pray that in your days of chal-
lenge, when you find yourself unable
to make sense of anything the world
is throwing at you, that you may find
solace knowing God has made you,
and that what God has made he calls
good, cares for, and loves with a pas-
sion beyond comprehension. The
peace that our Lord Jesus Christ
gives to us, | give to you.

All God’s grace,
Tyler Rasmussen
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All of us have abilities. supported community living.
Some of us are artistic, othersRespite care offers individual
athletic; while others may be and families a break from thg
good at math. Regardless of whatdaily demands of caring for a pe
they are, it is our abilities that we son with disability through an ex
rely on for our jobs and our per- tensive network of certified res
sonal lives. People with disabili- pite home providers. Supporte
ties have many abilities as well, community living is a goal-
and Lutheran Services in lowa’s oriented service that assists ing
Services for People with Disabili- viduals with life skills such ag
ties (SFPD) provides services tomoney management, cooking
help those abilities grow and . personal hygiene, socializatio
shine. and communication, and safety.

The SFPD program offers a Through the life-changing
continuum of care from child- services LSI's SFPD progran
hood through adulthood. Servicesprovides, people with disabilities
that LSI provides not only assist can have productive, successf
the person with the disability but lives. Keeping the focus on abil
also her family. Two programs ity empowers people to do gred
SFPD provides to accomplish things.

#
$ #

%

&&'&(" )
) &’ +

%%

e

these goals are respite care and Submitted by LSI

COMMUNITY
CHRISTMAS
CONCERT 2007

The Gowrie

TheH in Healing

Is for HOPE
In November we observe Al
Saint's Day. Our Stephen
Ministers invite you to comfe
and share in an evening |of
healing as we remember qur

Area Arts Coun-
cil will sponsor
the 16" annual
Community
Christmas con-
cert on Sunday,
December 9, 2007, again in Zion

Lutheran Church’s beautiful
sanctuary. Jive for Five brass
quintet will again be featured, in
addition to much local talent.

Please plan to attend and enjoy a

wide variety of both sacred and
secular tunes.

loved ones.

Mon. Nov. 8" at 7:00 p.m. in
Zion Lutheran’s Fellowship
Hall.
Refreshments served after

wards.Questions? Call
Cindy, 352-3612 or
cell 351-0886

Sign outside a Protestant
Church:
“Looking for a lifeguard?
Ours walks on water.”
Reprinted with permissign
Form the Joyful Noiseledt




ALSTUy apisAnmo)

Countryside Phone Numbers:

Countryside Ministry Office............cccooiieens. 352-3645
Rev. Jim Davis OffiCe v, 352-3932

Home ......ccmmveeennee......352-5261
Rod Meyer OffiCe ovveeiiiiiiiiiieeiis 846-6277

Home ......ccmmeeennnee...... 354-5224
Rev. Wahlgren Office v a2 352-3645
Home ......ccmmreeennee......352-5245

Cindy Youngquist, Office........cccccvuriueeaarnn. 352-3612
Stephen Ministry Home .....ccoviiiiiiieee, 352-3798
Countryside E-mail Addresses:

Countryside Office: ........cccceveiiiinns Ziavg @wccta.net
Rev. JIm DaviS:.....ccooovvveeviiiieiieea elca506@wccta.net
ROd MeYer: ... dnoeyer@lvcta.com
Cindy Youngquist:.................. stephencoop@iait.com

Countryside Worship Times

Calvary, Barnum...........ccoooeeeevvnnnnes e 10:30 a.m.
Faith, Harcourt.........c.oooveeeeeiiiiiiiimmiieeeeee 9:00 a.m.
Fulton, ROEIYN ... 9:15 a.m.
Trinity, BoXholm .......ccooociiiiiiieeeeeeeee e 10:30 a.m.
UCC/Cong., Moorland...........ccccevveeeeees cmmmmmnnns 8:00 a.m.
ZioN, GOWHIE .....evvieeee ettt 10:30 a.m.
1st and 3rd Saturdays @ Zion.............. 5:00 p.m.
FUSION.....cooeeviieeiee Wednesday evenings, P.30.

(at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie)

Countryside Ministry website:
www.countrysidecoop.org



