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Thessalonians

) . chronologically speaking,
We give thanks to God first words of the New

always for you all, constantly Testament. | find it interesting

A Message from Pastor Jim— are

mentioning you in our prayers, that the first words Paul writes

remembering before our God gre words of thanksgiving for thg
and Father your work of faith \work and hope of the Christian
and labor of love and gt Thessalonica. These mu
steadfastness of hope in our Lordhave been affirming words for
Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians young congregation struggling t
1:2-3) remain faithful during a time of
doubt and persecution.

Paul is thankful for the faith

(Continued on page 3c)

The preceding words from
Paul's first letter to the

the

Countryside Council Minutes

Countryside Ministry meeting to order and Pastor Ji
Council met September 24, 2007 led devotions.

at Zion Lutheran Church in The minutes from the May
Gowrie. 14, 2007 meeting were read ar
Present were council approved.

members Jim W. Carlson, Greg  The financial reports werg
Carlson, Roberta Clausen, Mariereviewed as they were mailed o
Bengston, John Samuelsonwith the agenda. Mari

W

/
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Countryside Ministry

Councill
, Marie Bengston ------------ Trinity
b Greg Carlson ------------------ Zion
Jim W. Carlson --------------- Zion
) Roberta Clausen ----------- Trinity
b Loretta Daisy--------------- Fulton
p Marc Greenfield ------------- Faith
5 Steve Julius---------------- Calvary
StSteve Lane Zion
h Greg Moe ------------------- Fulton
b Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith
Joyce Silvey ---------- UCC/Cong.
Richard Silvey ------- UCC/Cong.
Amy Walrod -------------- Calvary

Countryside Ministry
Executive Committee

Loretta Daisy----------- President
Steve Julius------- Vice-president
Greg Moe --------------- Secretary
Steve Lane-------------- Treasurer

Rev. Jim Davis
Administrative Pastor

(filling in for Marc Greenfield), Bengston moved, seconded
Steve Julius, Greg Moe, Dorothy Richard Silvey, to approve thg

by
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NEED A VISIT?

Nahnsen, Richard and Joycereports. Motion carried.
Silvey, Pastor Jim Davis, and

Loretta Daisy. Also present was Old Business:

Rod Meyer. A discussion on amen.dmen
President Daisy called theto the Countryside  Ministry
Agreement was held. The wor

Countryside of the August 22, 2007

Council F

committee was presented
“Complete suggested
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(Continued on page 7c)

If you or anyone you know
could use a pastoral visit, please
contact the
Country-
side office
at 352-3645
SO a visit
can be
scheduled.
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STEPHEN MINISTRY You are invited to join us on Monday, Novembe

5th to hear our speaker talk about grief and to gih-
ers who are feeling the same as you. Anyone wko ha
experienced a loss of a loved one is invited, wéreth
the loss was recent or long ago.
There isn’t any way to get over the pain othan
working through it. Grief needs proper treatmemt;
@ derstanding, patience, and compassion, even if it
" " " seems you are the only person who is willing teeoff
The H In Hea“ng IS for those blessings to yourself.

HOPE The Stephen Ministers of the area are hogshigy
special evening and they would really like youdm|
them. Everyone will receive a special candle teta

“It's time to pull yourself together and get with home at the end of the evening in memory of their
your life.” Someone has probably handed you tbaed one. Refreshments will be served by the
piece of advice; you may even be saying it to yeliirsStephen Ministers following the program.

And so you slam the door against your grief only to

have it appear at the window. Your sleep is tredbl  Your loss will never go away; there will alygbe
your disposition edgy. What's wrong with yo@a?hole in your life but with HOPE one day you will
Nothing! No matter whether your grief seems took in the mirror and see someone who has found
deep or too long-lasting or too shameful, you carpeace and is whole once again. Please join us and
make it go away any more than you can will a brokesy God bless you.

bone to knit overnight. And like a shattered boae, Cindy Youngquist,
shattered heart needs two things before healing can Countryside Stephen Ministry Leader
happen; proper attention and sufficient time. He tBear one another’s burdens...and so fulfill theviaf
meantime, it's going to hurt-a lot! Christ.” GALATIANS 6:2

ke ¥ in Hegling is ter HORE

Losing someone you love is one of the worst things that can happen to you — and it’s something everyone is almost
certain to experience at some point in life. When it happens, you’ll respond to your loss in your own way. There is
no right or wrong way to grieve — but there are ways to make your recovery from grief more complete. You are

invited to come hear inspirational speakers this evening on loss and hope for healing.

When: Monday, November 5, 2007
Time: 7:00 P.M. Where: Zion Lutheran Church

Basement, 1003 Church Street, Gowrie
Who: Anyone who has experienced a loss of a

loved one at sometime in their life.

Guest Speaker: Reverend Phil Somsen, M.Div., BCC; Coordinator of Spiritual
Care, Trinity Regional Medical Center, Fort Dodge, IA
The evening is hosted by The Stephen Ministers in the area.

Refreshments will be served following the progam .

Everyone receives a special memory If you have Questions?
candle to take home this evening. Please call: 352-3645, 352-3612 or Cindy Youngquist 351-0886




(Continued from page 1) they trusted in God, grew in their cloud of saints with whom we are
Pastor's Message love for others, and clung to the surrounded, both those living and
love and hope hope they had been given in ou those who have gone before us. All
of the church at Lord Jesus Christ. Saints’ Day is an opportunity for us
Thessalonica. Americans will celebrate to join Paul in giving thanks for the
His words to Thanksgiving in a few weeks. faith, love, and hope of the people
the Thessa- Thanksgiving is a time to give Who built our churches and, more
lonians remind thanks for our blessings, whichimportantly, passed on the faith with
me of the 18 include ancestors who had thewhich these churches were built.
chapter of his first letter to the courage to come to the shores ¢ | want you to know that, more
Corinthians in which he writes of this land and establish a natior than anything, | am grateful for the
the greater gifts with which God that continues to offer us faith, love, and hope | see in your
blesses us. You remember hisfreedoms and opportunitieslives and | give God thanks for you
words, don’t you? “And now unimaginable in many nations of every day. | am also grateful for the
faith, hope, and love abide, theseour world. It is a time to allow faith, love and hope of those whom
three; and the greatest of these iour gratitude to motivate us to | never had the opportunity to know,
love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13) continue the work of those who but whose stories have become dear
It is important to remember have gone before us in providincto me. | pray that as we face the
that the Thessalonians were notthese freedoms and opportunitie Struggles that lie ahead, we may, as
perfect Christians. They not only for future generations in did the Thessalonians, continue to
struggled with sexual issues, howthis land, but also for people place our trust in God, grow in love
one lived a Christian life while throughout the world. for others, and remain steadfast in
waiting for the coming of the The church also celebratesthe hope we have been given in our
Lord, and maintaining hope in All Saints’ Day in November. Lord Jesus Christ.
the face of persecution and deathAll Saints’ Day affords us the
Yet, in spite of their struggles, opportunity to remember the

Twenty-one youth and adul@arlson was the top fundraiser pf
from Zion braved rainy weather tine group.
join other Christians from Webster CROP Walks help support the
County on Sunday, October 14 fowerall ministry of Church Worlc
the annual Webster County CR(8&rvice, especially the grass-roots,
Walk. Most of the walkers walkedunger-fighting development e

Daylight Saving Time Ends

laps in Crossroads Mall; however ferts of partner agencies in mofe November 4

few brave souls took to the siddian 80 countries. CROP Hunggr

walks of Fort Dodge to put in thelWWalks provide tools of hope that Remember:

miles. empower people to meet their own | The Alzheimer’s Support

Zion’s group raised over $50@eeds. From seeds and tools|to| Group meets on the last
which will be combined with thavells and water systems, from nu-| \Wednesday of each month
donations  oftrition-enhancing Moringa trees 1 | 4t the Gowrie Senior Suites
others to helptechnical training and micro

* . . . [ at 1:00 p.m.
alleviate hun-enterprise loans, the key is people November's meetin
ger both lo-working together to identify theif il b 9
cally and glob-strengths, needs and development Y[Vrlle 2e8t(?1n

ally.  Hannahpriorities.




Scripture  calls It is important to stress proportional giving.
us to proportional Doing so is a guard against ever saying unintenation
giving. The lan- ally that someone who can only give today's
guage is always, equivalent of a penny is an insignificant givee- J
“Give in proportion sus singled such a giver out for praise. We should
to the blessings you do the same. For a poor widow, the gift of $5.00
have received.” involves a much greater sacrifice than that experi-
Those who have enced by a millionaire who gives $50,000.
much wealth are ex-

pected to give pro- Cheerful giving is certainly a stewardship
portionately. Those who have little wealth arealsvalue. The clue to being a cheerful giver is found
expected to give proportionately. the words that surround Paul’'s statement that God

loves a cheerful giver: “The point is this: the one
A touching example of proportional giving is who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, anel th
found in Mark 12: “Jesus sat down opposite th@ne who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully
treasury, and watched the crowd putting money inteach of you must give as you have made up your
the treasury. Many rich people put in large sumsnind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
A poor widow came and put in two small coppelloves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide
coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called higou with every blessing in abundance, so that by al
disciples and said to them, ‘Truly | tell you, thisways having enough of everything, you may share
poor widow has put in more than all those who arabundantly in every good work” (2 Cor. 9).
contributing to the treasury. For all of them have
contributed out of their abundance; but she out of In the words that surround Paul's appeal for
her poverty has put in everything she had, all sheheerful giving, Paul talks about generous, inten-
had to live on.™ tional giving, and regular giving. The key to bgin
a cheerful giver is to practice the other stewagsh
In terms of actual dollars, the widow’s penny isvalues. If these other stewardship values characte
nothing compared to the large sums being put in thee your giving, you will be cheerful in your gi\gn
offering by the rich. But, in terms of percentagdf they don’t, you won't. Itis that simple.
giving, the offering of the poor widow dramatically
exceeded the larger sums of the rich. Discipleship as a follower of Jesus is doing
ministry in the kingdom of God. A major part of
Proportional giving is a two-edged sword. Forthat ministry is being a good steward of the materi
those who don’t have large financial resources; prdlessings, our money and possessions, which God
portional giving is a word of great comfort. Suchhas entrusted to us. How we carry out our steward-
people can know that in God’s eyes their “small’'ship depends on how well we act on the values of
gift is not small at all, but incredibly generouSor intentional giving, regular giving, generous giving
those who have greater financial resources, propdirst-fruits giving, proportional giving, and chder
tional giving calls them to account if their giftlar-  giving. Discipleship is trusting in God and doing
ger in dollars but still quite small in percentage.  what we are called to do. Life is good. You Vi
blessed.




We have several wonderful ophip, singing withLost and Foungd

portunities coming up for our youtiworkshops, and lots of time to ha
Registrs
tion is $75 per person. Please c(

to be involved in. out with your friends.

On Saturday, November 3 tact the Countryside Office.
Wartburg college, junior high stu-

dents in grades 6-9 are invited to On Saturday and Sunday, Jal
join the fun atLIFE 101, Wart- ary 5-6, 2008, the Western low

burg’s Junior High Event. ThiSynod will be hosting theiFirst
event is designed to support aAdnual Senior High Youth Gath-
strengthen the congregation’s miering at the Twin Lakes Christia

istry with junior high students a€enter, Manson, lowa. The then

they ask questions about their faiibr the event is “I Know the Plans
and lives.
event is for food on the way homthe event will be the ban
Please call the Countryside Officaghtswitch Cost for the event i
so we can make arrangements $&0 before December 14. This w|
travel. include one night's lodging,

November 9-10 will be théth wall, toboggan run (weather pe
Annual Junior High Gathering of mitting), a program packed wit
the WIS in Des Moines. Thisvorship, singing withLightswitch

year's theme “I Know the Plansworkshops and lots of time to har

Have For You” will be addressedut with your friends. Please ha
by our guestsl.ost and Foundand your registration fee and paperwo

in our many workshops. You wilio the church office by Decembd

get one night at the Holiday Inh2 if you plan to attend.
complete with swimming pool,

video game area, breakfast and

lunch on Saturday, a T-shirt, activi-

ties, a program packed with wor-

The only cost for thidave For You”. Special guests fq

By the time you
receive this newslet-
ter, the pages for the
directory will be on
their way to Life-
Touch.

n- This has been a
very long project but one that will
be well worth all the work once it is
eemplete. There have been a few
§etbacks this past month, but Cheryl
has been working with a LifeTouch
representative to get everything
cleared up and back on track. Be-
heause of some of the problems that
prose LifeTouch extended the sub-
ppission deadline and assured us we
yill not lose any of our credits be-
Lcause of the delay.

| Please watch your bulletins and

'9

gnewsletters for when the directories
meals, activities such as a climbin

91re ready to be picked up. Again,
ithank you to everyone for helping
Hnake this project a success.

Please
join  our
Country-
side Min-
istry’s
Prison
Ministry
and see how you can make a dif-

rk
pr

RUN THROUGH THE BIBLE

One
promises

of theare in & and 7 grade and thei
parentparents tdRun through the Bible

make at the bapen Nov. 4 from 4:00 — 5:30 p.n
tism of their chil-and Nov. 14 from 7:00—8:30 p.n

dren is “to place inRun through the Bible is intended
their hands the holyo give each of the participants

scriptures.” This means more thaasic overview of the Bible anfj
simply purchasing a Bible for pust a little taste of what can b

child; it involves making certaifound between its covers.

they know what is between the Please call the Countrysidg

covers. Ministry office (352-3645) if you
In order to help you fulfill thaplan on attending or have ques-
promise, we invite students whns.

ference in the life of someone be-
hind bars.

Our regularly scheduled visit is
Wednesday, November 14. We
leave from Zion at 5:45 p.m. but
will make arrangements to pick
people up in Moorland/Harcourt or
meet in the prison parking lot.

Anyone wishing to be included
fh this outreach ministry please call
he Countryside Ministry office by
S hursday, November 8, to reserve a
spot or for answers to questions you
may have about the visit.

Please consider joining us soon!




The Twin Rivers Valley Conference will be having &nnual meet-
ing on Sunday, November 18 from 2:30 — 4:30 p.nBaatger Lutheran
Church in Badger. The theme for the annual meaegifilglission and
More” and will focus on exciting ways in which otwngregations and
the synod are involved in mission. Bishop Last algo be speaking
about the developing Synod Endowment Fund andrthea meeting
will be featuring congregations who have missioda@wmment funds and
the ways in which those funds are expanding missaih locally and
globally.

This is an excellent opportunity to meet kadf area congregatiol
as we join in worship and exploring ways we canaexjpthe kingdom of
God. If you are interested in attending or havestjons, please contag
the office. There is no charge for the event atielsrare available.

GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. His loedures forever.”
— Psalm 136:1

The following Thanksgiving Eve ser-
vices will be held in the Cooperative:

Zion at United Methodist Church,
Gowrie 7:00 p.m.

Calvary, UCC, & Fulton at Fulton,
Roelyn 7:00 p.m.

Trinity & Faith at Faith, Harcourt
7:30 p.m. (refreshments following)

Please at-
tend the
service of
your
choice.

Landing at Plymouth Rock in late 1620, the Pilgrifased a devaj
tating winter. Fewer than fifty of the original oheindred and ten wh
sailed on the Mayflower survived. Their survivalsvaartly due to th
Native Americans who befriended them.

The following autumn brought a bountiful harveshigh the remain
ing colonists celebrated with ninety-one Native Altens in a feast ¢
thanksgiving that lasted three days. It is unjikéht the first Thanksgiv
ing featured our favorites such as turkey or pumpge. There was n
flour, butter, milk or cider; and potatoes werdl stbnsidered poisonod
by many. It did, however, include venison, fisbbdter, clams, wate
cress, berries, dried fruit, and plums.

Although George Washington declared a National dfaihanksgiv
ing in 1789, Thanksgiving was not recognized aatsonal holiday unti
1863 when President Lincoln proclaimed an annuglalahanksgiving
Sarah Josepha Hale, poet and editor, had campaignétke holiday fo
40 years. In 1941, congress passed a joint résolutecreeing tha
Thanksgiving should be the fourth Thursday in Nokem

Although our nation unites to offer thanks for thlessings we enjqg
on the fourth Thursday of November, it is properude to offer thanks {
God every day for God’s abundant blessings.
Prayer:Almighty God, your generous goodness comes to ew awvery
day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to ackrexlgle your goodneg
give thanks for your benefits, and serve you inlingil obedience

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gowrie Area
Arts Council will
sponsor the 16an-
nual Community
Christmas concert
on Sunday, Decem-
ber 9, 2007, again
in Zion Lutheran Church’s beautiful
sanctuary.Jive for Fivebrass quintet
will again be featured, in addition to
much local talent. Please plan to at-
tend and enjoy a wide variety of both
sacred and secular tunes. Practices
will be held on Sundays starting No-
vember 11 at 4:00 p.m.

6
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Fulton Lutheran Church

. . . ) Roelyn, lowa
Join lowa KidsNet is a statewid y

| o w a collaboration of agencies respol November 10, 2007
KidsNet sible for the recruitment and reg 9:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.
in cele- tention of lowa foster and adop
brating tive families. Want to change Luncheon served
National child’s life forever? Be a foste Carry-out available
Adoption or adoptive parent. Visitvwww.

Month iowakidsnet.comto meet lowa Crafts, rugs

this No- kids waiting for a family like Baked goods
vember, a time to recognize ouryou! Greeting cards
nation’s adoptive families and to
raise awareness about the  Adopta child. Light a life. White Elephant table.
114,000 American children in 1.800.243.0756 Something for everyone!
foster care who are waiting for a
forever family. submitted by [ Matching funds by Thrivent

Lutheran Services of lowg

(Continued from page 1) offered suggestions.
Council Minutes The St. Paul, Rockwell City
amendments to Cooperative Stephen Ministry situation way
Ministry Agreement.” John brought up. Pastor Jim i

Samuelson moved, seconded bymonitoring this.
Steve Julius, to adopt these
amendments as discussed.
Motion carried.

The Countryside Ministry
Agreement as amended will be
presented to the six member
congregations at their respective
meetings.

A discussion was held on the
enclosure, “Response to
Concerns Regarding the
Countryside Ministry”.

A discussion was held The next Countrysidg
concerning the enclosure, “A Ministry Council meeting will be
Proposal for an Interim November 12, 2007 at 7:00 p.n
Understanding of the Cooperative at Zion Lutheran Church.

Ministry Agreement”. Motion to Richard Silvey moved tc %

adopt was made by DOrOtY ,yqum the meeting and Rober .

Nahnsen, seconded by SteVeCIaussen seconded. The coun N

New Business:

A discussion on the 200
budget as presented in th
handouts was held. A motion t
adopt the proposed budge
carried.

A motion was made by
Richard Silvey and seconded b
Roberta Clausen to donate $1,0
to the Leslee Mogenson benef
fund. Motion carried.

I"# $

Julius. Motion carried. : : , &
The pictorial church directory adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer
was discussed. Roberta Claussen Greg Moe, secretary,
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Countryside Phone Numbers:

Countryside Ministry Office............cccooiieens. 352-3645
Rev. Jim Davis OffiCe v, 352-3932

Home ......ccmmveeennee......352-5261
Rod Meyer OffiCe ovveeiiiiiiiiiieeiis 846-6277

Home ......ccmmeeennnee...... 354-5224
Rev. Wahlgren Office v a2 352-3645
Home ......ccmmreeennee......352-5245

Cindy Youngquist, Office........cccccvuriueeaarnn. 352-3612
Stephen Ministry Home .....ccoviiiiiiieee, 352-3798
Countryside E-mail Addresses:

Countryside Office: ........cccceveiiiinns Ziavg @wccta.net
Rev. JIm DaviS:.....ccooovvveeviiiieiieea elca506@wccta.net
ROd MeYer: ... dnoeyer@lvcta.com
Cindy Youngquist:.................. stephencoop@iait.com

Countryside Worship Times

Calvary, Barnum...........ccoooeeeevvnnnnes e 10:30 a.m.
Faith, Harcourt.........c.oooveeeeeiiiiiiiimmiieeeeee 9:00 a.m.
Fulton, ROEIYN ... 9:15 a.m.
Trinity, BoXholm .......ccooociiiiiiieeeeeeeee e 10:30 a.m.
UCC/Cong., Moorland...........ccccevveeeeees cmmmmmnnns 8:00 a.m.
ZioN, GOWHIE .....evvieeee ettt 10:30 a.m.
1st and 3rd Saturdays @ Zion.............. 5:00 p.m.
FUSION.....cooeeviieeiee Wednesday evenings, P.30.

(at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie)

Countryside Ministry website:
www.countrysidecoop.org



