
      C o u n t r ys i d e  M i n i s t r y 
Council met November 12, 2007 
at Zion Lutheran Church in 
Gowrie. 

Present were Loretta Daisy, 
Marc Greenfield, Jim W. 
Carlson, Amy Walrod, Greg 
Moe, Greg Carlson, Marie 
Bengtson, Roberta Clausen, 
Dorothy Nahnsen, Richard 
Silvey, Joyce Silvey, and Pastor 
Jim Davis. 
      President Loretta Daisy 
called the meeting to order and 
Pastor Jim led devotions. 

       The minutes from the 
September 24, 2007 meeting 
were read and approved. 

The financial report was 
handed out and discussed.  A 
motion to approve the report was 
made by Greg Carlson.  A 
second was made by Dorothy 
Nahnsen.  Motion Carried. 
 
Old Business:  
       The Stephen Ministry grant 
of $3,000 was awarded to First 
UCC Church, Pleasant Valley, 
Clarksville, Iowa.  There will be 
a one year deadline to document 
use of the grant.  A motion to 
award this was made by Amy 
Walrod and seconded by Joyce 
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Calvary, Barnum; Faith, Harcourt; Fulton, Roelyn; Trinity, Boxholm; UCC/Congregational, Moorland; Zion, Gowrie 

Countryside Ministry 
Council 

 
Marie Bengston ------------Trinity 
Greg Carlson ------------------Zion 
Jim W. Carlson ---------------Zion 
Roberta Clausen -----------Trinity 
Loretta Daisy --------------- Fulton 
Marc Greenfield ------------- Faith 
Steve Julius ----------------Calvary 
Steve Lane ---------------------Zion 
Greg Moe ------------------- Fulton 
Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith 
Joyce Silvey ----------UCC/Cong. 
Richard Silvey -------UCC/Cong. 
Amy Walrod --------------Calvary 
 
 

Countryside Ministry 
Executive Committee 

 
Loretta Daisy ----------- President 
Steve Julius -------Vice-president 
Greg Moe --------------- Secretary 
Steve Lane -------------- Treasurer 
Rev. Jim Davis
 ------------ Administrative Pastor 

NEED A VISIT? 
       If you or anyone you know 
could use a pastoral visit, please 

contact the 
C o u n t r y -
side office 
at 352-3645 
so a visit 
can be 
scheduled. 

Countryside Council Minutes 

A Message from Pastor Jim— 
 

While the holiday frenzy 
officially began on the day after 
Thanksgiving, it seems like it has 
been upon us for months.  I was 
recently talking to someone who 
was in Fort Dodge on “Black 
Friday” who was surprised when 
there was a huge crowd at the 
restaurant at which they wanted 
to eat.  I said, “What do you 
expect?  It’s one of the busiest 
shopping days of the year!” 

I read that Americans spent 
over $16 billion dollars on the 
day af ter  Thanksgiv ing.  
Amazing!  I don’t know what 
that really means, but there is 
something about it that just 
doesn’t set well with me. 

As I write this, Christmas is 
still twenty-eight days away, but 
I already feel the pressure of this 
season.  It is oppressive.  Like 
Americans spending $10 billion 
dollars on the day after 

(Continued on page 3c) 
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       There is no right or wrong way to handle the Holi-
days. Some may wish to follow family traditions, 
while others may choose to change. 
       Focus your celebrations on winter: go to a moun-
tain lodge; go sledding or skiing, or just take a walk in 
the woods--time out to enjoy what nature has to offer 
in this season. 
       Include the deceased in your conversations and 
celebrations. Hang a stocking for your loved one in 
which people can put notes with their thoughts or feel-
ings. Look at photographs. Once others realize that 
you are comfortable talking about your loved one, they 
can relate stories that will add to your pleasant memo-
ries.  
       Keep in mind the feelings of your children or 
family members. Try to make the holiday season as 
joyous as possible for them. 
       Plan to be with the people YOU enjoy.  
       Do something for others: volunteer at a soup 
kitchen; visit the lonely and shut-ins; ask someone 
who is alone to share the day with your family; pro-
vide help for a needy family; volunteer.  
       Don't be afraid to express your feelings. Allow 
people to comfort you. They need to feel they are 
helping in some way. 
       Remember, anticipation of any holiday is so much 
worse than the actual holiday. Donate a gift or money 
in your loved one's name. Try to get enough rest.    
 

My Wish List 
· I wish you would not be afraid to speak my 

loved one's name. They lived and were impor-
tant and I need to hear their name. 

· If I cry and get emotional if we talk about my 
loved one, I wish you knew that it isn't because 
you hurt me: the fact that they died causes my 
tears. You have allowed me to cry and I thank 
you. Crying and emotional outbursts are heal-
ing. 

· I will have emotional highs and lows, ups and 
downs. I wish you wouldn't think that if I have 
a good cry my grief is all over, or that if I have 
a bad day I need psychiatric counseling. 

· Being bereaved is not contagious, so I wish 
you wouldn't stay away from me. 

· I wish you knew all the crazy grief reactions 
that I am having are in fact very normal. De-
pression, anger, fear, hopelessness and ques-
tioning of values and beliefs are to be expected 
following a death. 

· I wish you wouldn't expect my grief to be over 
in 6 months. The first few years are going to be 
exceedingly traumatic for me. As with alcohol-
ics, I will never be cured or a formerly be-
reaved, but forevermore be recovering from 
my bereavement. 

· I wish you understood the physical reaction to 
grief. I may gain weight, lose weight, sleep all 
the time or not at all, develop a host of ill-
nesses and be accident prone; all of which are 
related to my grief. 

· My loved one's birthday, the anniversary of 
their death and the holidays can be terrible 
times for us. I wish you could tell me that you 
are thinking of us on these days. And if I get 
quiet and withdrawn, just know that I are 
thinking about my loved one and don't try to 
coerce me into being cheerful. 

· I wish you wouldn't offer to take me out for a 
drink, or to a party. This is just a temporary 
crutch and the only way I can get through this 
grief is to experience it. I have to hurt before I 
can heal. 

· I wish you understood that grief changes peo-
ple. I am not the same person I was before my 
beloved died and I will never be that person 
again. If you keep waiting for me to get back to 
my old self you will stay frustrated. I am a new 
creature with new thoughts, dreams, aspira-
tions, values and beliefs. Please try to get to 
know this different me — I'm the one who'll be 
here from now on.     Author unknown  

      Peace to us all wherever we may be and if you 
want to talk just call me. 
 

Cindy Youngquist,  
Countryside Stephen Ministry Leader 

“Bear one another’s burdens...and so fulfill the law of 
Christ.”     GALATIANS 6:2  

My Wish List for  
Surviving the Holidays 



(Continued from page 1) 

Pastor’s Message 
Thanksgiving, 
I don’t really 
u n d e r s t a n d 
w h a t  t h i s 
means, but 
t h e r e  i s 
s o m e t h i n g 

about it that doesn’t set well with 
me.  It just doesn’t 
seem like one should 
dread the Christmas 
season, does it? 

Every year I think, 
“This year I will keep 
Christmas simple so that I can 
enjoy the season instead of 
looking forward to December 
26.”  So far things just keep 
getting busier. 
      One of my favorite parts of 
the Christmas season is when we 
sing “Silent Night” on Christmas 

Eve.  The candlelight creates 
such a warm, comforting 
atmosphere, while strains of the 
familiar carol fill the sanctuary.  I 
am especially touched when we 
sing, “Silent night, holy night.  
All is calm, all is bright.”  Ahh, 
calm.  I am beginning to think 
that one of the main reasons I 
now like “Silent Night” is 

because of the 
promise of calm.   
When I was a 
child, my favorite 
part of the church 
service was the 

offertory because when the 
congregation sang that I knew 
church was almost over.  I 
wonder if that’s why “Silent 
Night” has become so dear to 
me, because it signals the end of 
the Christmas season. 

I hope that the next few 

       Jack was on his way to work when another driver 
ran a stop sign and collided with Jack’s truck.  Jack 
suffered a major head trauma that resulted in his be-
ing hospitalized on life support.  Jack’s wife and chil-
dren were faced with the most difficult choices of 
their lives as they decided what kind of care Jack 
would be given.  Jack had never talked with his fam-
ily about what he would want if he became seriously 
ill.  He lingered between life and death for weeks.  In 
spite of the best efforts of the medical community and 
the prayer and support of his family and friends, Jack 
never regained consciousness. 
      Jack’s death was devastating for his family.  The 
pain was compounded by their not knowing what 
their father and husband wanted.  Jack and his wife 
had never done any serious planning about what 
would happen when one of them died; as a result, 
Jack’s wife and children struggled to restore order to 
their family. 

Jack’s wife, Ruth, wished that she and Jack had 
done some simple planning.  It would have helped so 

much in knowing what Jack wanted and in avoiding 
some of the problems following Jack’s death. 
      Sadly, there are many, like Jack, who have never 
done the basic planning that all of us should to avoid 
undue stress for our loved ones when something hap-
pens to us. 

A four-week seminar entitled “Living Well, Dy-
ing Well” will be offered beginning in February that 
will give you the tools you need to do the basic plan-
ning all of us should have taken care of.  Sessions 
will cover planning related to finances, medical is-
sues, funerals and leaving a legacy.  Participants who 
complete the seminar will have the tools and opportu-
nities to do planning that will avoid unnecessary 
problems for their family and give them the assurance 
of knowing that when something does happen to 
them, they will have provided their families with the 
tools they need to make the decision they will face. 

Watch for more information in January’s newslet-
ter. 

weeks will be a little less busy, a 
little less pressure filled than in the 
past, but I know they will probably 
not be.  That seems to be the nature 
of Christmas in our society, in our 
churches, in our families.  I know 
that in spite of the busyness and 
pressure, there will be those 
moments of calm.  Candlelight and 
our voices will fill our sanctuaries 
as we sing “Silent Night.”  We will 
once again be reminded of the 
presence of Christ in our lives. 

I also know that the frenzy that 
surrounds this holiday is temporary, 
that days of calm are just over the 
horizon and that someday we will 
all enjoy an indescribable calm.  In 
the mean time, I am thankful Christ 
comes to me in spite of my self-
imposed busyness and pressure. 

May each of you be blessed with 
powerful experiences of Christ in 
the midst of the busyness and the 
calm of this season.  
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“Silent night, holy 
night.  All is calm, 

all is bright.”   
Ahh, calm. 



      The biblical stewardship 
values – intentional, regu-
lar, generous, first, propor-
tional, cheerful – answer the 
question, “What does a 
giver in discipleship to Je-
sus look like? Or perhaps 
more accurately, “How does 

a giver in discipleship to Jesus act?”  Encouraging 
these values in givers – in ourselves – is one of the 
major tasks we all share in our congregation.   
       To focus on the importance of these steward-
ship values, let’s take another look at Luke 12: “Do 
not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom.  Sell your posses-
sions, and give alms.  Make purses for yourselves 
that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth de-
stroys.  For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.” 
       Many people have misread these words of Je-
sus and imagined that they say, “For where your 
heart is, there your treasure will be also.”  Some 
people even say, “We have to change people’s 
hearts, and then their money will follow.”  This 
could possibly happen, but we need to recognize 
that this is not what Jesus says. 
       Jesus says that where your treasure is, where 
you put your money, that is where your heart will 
be.  If this is true (and who are we to disagree with 
Jesus?), then we can say that as people grow in their 
giving to Christ’s church, they will grow in their re-
lationship with Jesus.  This is pretty clearly a cause-
and-effect relationship. As disciples of Jesus, giving 
more to the church in spreading the kingdom of 
God will result in growing closer to Jesus.   
       Another way to think about what Jesus says 
here is to talk about “acting your way into a new 
way of thinking,” as opposed to “thinking your way 
into a new way of acting.”  Since what Jesus says 

here is “where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also,” then he is talking about the need to first 
change people’s actions.  He is talking about trying 
to act your way into a new way of thinking. 
        Many people find that in their discipleship it is 
far easier, and far more lasting, to trust in God and 
act your way into a new way of thinking.  It is far 
more effective if your trust-based actions lead your 
thoughts, than if your thoughts lead your actions.  If 
you wait until you feel like giving generously, you 
may never get to the action.  If, on the other hand, 
you trust in God’s promise, and simply start to give 
generously, you will find that your attitudes toward 
giving will quickly change.  Your actions will lead 
your thinking far more effectively than your think-
ing will lead your actions. 
        What all this means is that what God’s people 
do with their money has a profound impact on 
God’s people’s relationship with Jesus.  To put it 
more directly, you have God’s promise that if you 
grow in your giving, you will grow in your relation-
ship with Jesus.   
        Giving intentionally, regularly, generously, 
first, proportionally, and cheerfully will lead a 
giver’s heart closer to Jesus.  What could be more 
wonderful?  You will be blessed. 
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Stephen Ministers: 
The Holidays are nearly upon us and free time is hard to 
find. We do need a time to get together and review where 
we are with our care receivers and see if anyone is inter-
ested in being assigned a new care receiver. In January 
we will be meeting at a date to be determined, so be 
watching for this announcement in the January newslet-
ter. If you are aware of a date that you already are com-
mitted to something else please call me (office 352-3612 
or cell 351-0886) as I would like us all present if possi-
ble.  My wish for each of you is for a wonderful Holiday 
season and for everyone a very caring 2008.   May God 
Bless us all. 

Cindy Youngquist, Stephen Ministry Coordinator.  



      The directory pages have been 
mailed.  Hurray!!!  Now we are 
waiting for the proof copy to come 
in the mail so the committee can 
proof the written material and then 
ship it back for printing. 
      Boy, what a job this has been!  I 
won’t bore you with all the details 
but let’s just say I am very, very 
glad we don’t do a project like this 
every day.  It will be a wonderful 
tool for our congregations once we 
have it printed and well worth the 
work it entailed.  Thank you for 
your patience with this project.   I 
hope to have it in your hands very 
soon. 
 

Cheryl Rasmussen, 
Secretary 

 
 
 
      Please 
join our 
Count ry-
side Min-
i s t r y ’ s 
P r i s o n 

Ministry and see how you can 
make a difference in the life of 
someone behind bars. 
      Our regularly scheduled visit is 
Wednesday, December 12.  We 
leave from Zion at 5:45 p.m. but 
will make arrangements to pick 
people up in Moorland/Harcourt or 
meet in the prison parking lot.   
      Anyone wishing to be included 
in this outreach ministry please call 
the Countryside Ministry office by 
Thursday, December 6, to reserve a 
spot or for answers to questions you 
may have about the visit.   
       Please consider joining us soon! 
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      We have several wonderful op-
portunities coming up for our youth 
to be involved in. 
 
      Saturday, December 8, the Im-
mersion (7th & 8th graders) group 
will be Ringing Bells for the Sal-
vation Army in Fort Dodge.  In 
past years this has been a very fun 
event with the groups challenging 
each other to see who can raise the 
most money for the Salvation 
Army.  They will also learn a little 
bit about what the Salvation Army 
does for the community. 
 
      On December 31, New Year’s 
Eve, the Countryside Senior High 
Youth will be hosting an Up All 
Night Party.  They will be inviting 
some youth to attend who they 
have met through various Christian 
activities they have attended this 
past year. 
 
      On Saturday and Sunday, Janu-
ary 5-6, 2008, the Western Iowa 
Synod will be hosting their First 
Annual Senior High Youth Gath-
ering at the Twin Lakes Christian 
Center, Manson, Iowa.  The theme 
for the event is “I Know the Plans I 
Have For You”.  Special guests for 

the event will be the band 
Lightswitch.  Cost for the event is 
$60 before December 14.  This will 
include one night’s lodging, 3 
meals, activities such as a climbing 
wall, toboggan run (weather per-
mitting), a program packed with 
worship, singing with Lightswitch, 
workshops and lots of time to hang 
out with your friends. Please have 
your registration fee and paperwork 
to the church office by December 
12 if you plan to attend.  
 
      Please keep watching for more 
events each month as we receive 
information.  Future events in-
clude:  Souper Bowl Sunday, WY-
ILDE,  

      Just a quick 
reminder that 
reports for any 
of the church’s 
annual meet-
ings, budget 
meetings, or 
y e a r b o o k 
changes (i.e. 
committee or 
a d d r e s s 

changes) are due by January 2 
in the church offices.  Please do 

not delay in getting your reports 
in.  Thank you. 
 
      Also the financial year ends 
for the churches on December 
31.  Anything received in the 
church office after noon on the 
31st will be considered 2008 
business.  If you have any ques-
tions on your financial giving 
please contact your church’s fi-
nancial secretary as soon as pos-
sible. 
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Due to scheduling problems, 
the 5th & 6th grade youth 
group will not be able to have 
their annual bake sale. We 
would still like to help buy 
gifts for the Angel Tree Pro-
ject. If you would like to make 
a donation, please put it into 
the offering plate designated 
for the 5th & 6th graders.  
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December 23 
Christmas on the Prairie  
4:00 p.m. Calvary, Barnum 
 
December 24 
Christmas Eve Candlelight 
5:00 p.m. Fulton, Roelyn 
7:00 p.m. Zion, Gowrie 
9:00 p.m. Faith, Harcourt 
11:00 p.m. Trinity, Boxholm 
 
December 25 
Service of Carols 
9:00 a.m. Zion, Gowrie 
10:30 a.m. Calvary, Barnum 
No services at any of the other 
Countryside Churches 

 

      The FUSION Team, together 
with the Prairie Valley School and 
Security Savings Bank, is once 
again sponsoring Operation Angel 
Tree as part of their outreach minis-
try.  Starting the week of November 
26 through  the 14th of December 
there will be Angel Trees at Secu-
rity Savings bank in Gowrie and 
Farnhamville.   
      You can stop at either location, 
take an angel off the tree, shop for 
the child, and return the gift 
wrapped to the place you picked it 
up from with the angel tag attached 
or drop it off in the church office.  
The FUSION Team will pick up 
the gifts on the 15th and see that 
they are delivered to the angels. 
      If you do not care to shop for an 
angel, monetary donations will be 
accepted and the Countryside 
Youth will do the shopping for you. 
      Please help us make it a Very 
Merry Christmas for these angels. 

      “Christmas on the Prairie” is an 
old-fashioned worship service fea-

turing tradi-
tional carols, 
readings about 
what Christ-
mas on the 
prairie used to 
be like and 
cand le l i gh t .  
Join us in wor-

shiping in an intimate setting and 
remembering why this season was 
so important to our ancestors.   
      This year’s “Christmas on the 
Prairie” service will be held on 
Sunday, December 23 at 4:00 p.m. 
at Calvary Presbyterian Church, 
Barnum.  

      The Gowrie 
Area Arts Council 
will sponsor the 
16th annual Com-
munity Christmas 
concert on Sun-
day, December 9, 
2007, again in 

Zion Lutheran Church’s beautiful 
sanctuary.  Jive for Five brass quintet 
will again be featured, in addition to 
much local talent.  Please plan to at-
tend and enjoy a wide variety of both 
sacred and secular tunes.  Practices 
will be held on Sundays starting No-
vember 11 at 4:00 p.m. 
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       The FUSION 
team is planning 
an evening of 
Christmas caroling 
for Wednesday, 
December 19th 

starting at 6:00 p.m.  Everyone in 
the Countryside Ministry is invited 
to join us. 
      We will leave from Zion and 
carol for about an hour before re-
turning to the church for hot cocoa 
and Christmas goodies.  The FU-
SION worship service will start at 
7:30 that evening downtown.   If 
you are interested in joining us 
please call the Countryside Minis-
try office (352-3645) and let 
Cheryl know so we will have 
enough transportation for everyone. 

ANGEL T REE ���������	��	���	

�������	
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      We would like to thank eve-
ryone involved with the Country-
side Ministry Benefit for Leslee. 
We have been truly blessed by 
your Christian love. You make 
real the words of Paul in Gala-
tians 6:2; "Carry each others bur-
dens, and in this way you will 
fulfill the law of Christ." Your 
support has made it possible for 
us to pay off our bills at three 
medical facilities. May the Grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you!  
 
Sincerely,  
Leslee and Jon Mogensen 
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No admission, Free-will donation, Re-
freshments served 

(Continued from page 1) 

Council Minutes 
 

Silvey.  Motion carried. 
      The church directory was discussed.  Cheryl 
Rasmussen has been working this past month on 
converting the picture files into “tif” documents as 
this is the format the printing company uses and 
finishing the extra lead in pages for the directory.  
The directory will be mailed to Lifetouch this week 
with hopes of possibly being done by Christmas. 
      The Countryside Ministry Council expressed its 
gratitude to all of the church members who helped 
with the Mogenson Benefit.  A total of $7,480.00 
was raised.  This included $2,500.00 matching 
funds from Thrivent. 
      The Countryside Ministry Agreement was 
brought up and President Daisy reminded the 
council members that their respective churches need 
to pass this agreement by 2/3 majority at a general 
meeting. 
       
New Business: 
      Richard Silvey made a motion to purchase 2 
sets of the New Interpreter’s Bible for resource 
material for Jon Mogenson and Bruce Walrod.  
Motion was seconded by Jim Carlson.  Motion 

carried. 
       The Countryside Ministry Treasurer Position, 
held by Steve Lane, was discussed.  Mr. Lane is our 
first and only treasurer and regrettably he wants to 
hand off the job to Sandy Thoma, whom he will 
help in transition in our new year.  Many thanks for 
his services were noted.  A motion by Greg Carlson 
to appoint Sandy Thoma as the Countryside 
Ministry Treasurer was made.  Motion was 
seconded by Marie Bengston.  Motion carried. 
       Marie Bengston recommended an audit of the 
Countryside Ministry at year end this year 
performed by Calvary, Faith, and Fulton.  Next 
year’s audit will be done by Trinity, UCC/
Congregational, and Zion.  This recommendation 
was approved by unanimous acclamation. 
 
       A motion to adjourn was made and seconded.  
Motion carried. 
 
       Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
       The next Countryside Ministry Council meeting 
will be February 11, 2008 at 7:00 a.m. at Zion 
Lutheran Church.  

        
Respectively submitted by 

Greg Moe, Board Secretary 
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Countryside Ministry website: 
www.countrysidecoop.org 

Countryside Worship Times 
Calvary, Barnum ................................................10:30 a.m. 
Faith, Harcourt .....................................................9:00 a.m. 
Fulton, Roelyn .....................................................9:15 a.m. 
Trinity, Boxholm ...............................................10:30 a.m. 
UCC/Cong., Moorland .........................................8:00 a.m. 
Zion, Gowrie ......................................................10:30 a.m. 
         1st and 3rd Saturdays @ Zion .....................5:00 p.m. 
FUSION .......................... Wednesday evenings, 7:30 p.m. 

(at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie) 
 

Countryside Phone Numbers: 
Countryside Ministry Office ................................352-3645 
Rev. Jim Davis          Office .................................352-3932 
                                  Home .................................352-5261 
Rod Meyer                Office .................................846-6277 
                                  Home .................................354-5224 
Rev. Wahlgren          Office .................................352-3645 
                                  Home .................................352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist,    Office .................................352-3612 
Stephen Ministry       Home .................................352-3798 
 
Countryside E-mail Addresses: 
Countryside Office: .......................... ziongowr@wccta.net 
Rev. Jim Davis: ....................................elca506@wccta.net 
Rod Meyer: ...................................... rodmeyer@lvcta.com 
Cindy Youngquist: .................. stephencoop@hotmail.com 
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Remember:  The Alzheimer’s Support Group 
meets on the last Wednesday of each month at 

the Gowrie Senior Suites at 1:00 p.m. 
December’s meeting will be on the 26th. 
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