
The Countryside Ministry 
will be holding its joint worship 
service on Sunday, February 3 at 
Zion Lutheran Church in Gowrie 
beginning at 10:30 a.m., and will 
be the only worship service 
offered in the Countryside 
Ministry that Sunday. 

Rev. Rich Pleva, Conference 

Minister of the Iowa Conference 
of the United Church of Christ, 
Rev. David Feltman, Executive 
Presbyter of the North Central 
Iowa Presbytery of  the 
Presbyterian Church USA and 
Rev. Michael Last, Bishop of the 
Western Iowa Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America will be joining us for 
this ecumenical worship service. 
      Xi Eta Sigma, Gowrie 
chapter of Beta Sigma Phi, will 
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Calvary, Barnum; Faith, Harcourt; Fulton, Roelyn; Trinity, Boxholm; UCC/Congregational, Moorland; Zion, Gowrie 

Countryside Ministry 
Council 

 
Marie Bengston ------------Trinity 
Greg Carlson ------------------Zion 
Jim W. Carlson ---------------Zion 
Roberta Clausen -----------Trinity 
Loretta Daisy --------------- Fulton 
Marc Greenfield ------------- Faith 
Steve Julius ----------------Calvary 
Greg Moe ------------------- Fulton 
Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith 
Joyce Silvey ----------UCC/Cong. 
Richard Silvey -------UCC/Cong. 
Sandy Thoma -----------------Zion 
Amy Walrod --------------Calvary 
 
 

Countryside Ministry 
Executive Committee 

 
Loretta Daisy ----------- President 
Steve Julius -------Vice-president 
Greg Moe --------------- Secretary 
Sandy Thoma ---------- Treasurer 
Rev. Jim Davis
 ------------ Administrative Pastor 

NEED A VISIT? 
       If you or anyone you know 
could use a pastoral visit, please 

contact the 
C o u n t r y -
side office 
at 352-3645 
so a visit 
can be 
scheduled. 

Countryside Joint Worship 

A Message from Pastor Jim— 
 
      January has to be one of the 
most dreadful months of the year 
for me.  The cold, wind-swept 
expanse of the prairie and the 
long, dark nights leave me 
longing for the return of warm 
summer days filled with joy and 
life.  Post-holiday blues, annual 
meetings and preparation for 
Lent all descend heavily upon 
my spirit making my inner 
landscape a mirror image of the 
landscape in which we live – 
dark and cold.  I long for the 
light of hope to dispel the 
darkness that often clutches at 
my soul. 
      Yet, in the midst of this 
darkness, a word of hope is 

proclaimed.  Every year I am 
blessed to hear the words 
recorded at the beginning of 
John’s gospel: 

1In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2He was 
in the beginning with 
God. 3All things came 
into being through him, 
and without him not one 
thing came into being. 
What has come into being 
4in him was life, and the 
life was the light of all 
people.  

5The light shines in 
the darkness, and the 

(Continued on page 3) 
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      Stephen Ministries in St. Louis has 
done a good bit of research to learn why 

people are drawn (or not drawn) to Christian congregations. 
In a number of ways they asked people, “What motivates 
you to connect (or not connect) with a particular Christian 
community?  What deep needs or longings do you have that 
a congregation could fulfill?”  Based on surveys and con-
versations with thousands of individuals, both inside and 
outside the church, they have identified four primary long-
ings people look to the church to fulfill. Let us call them 
“The Four Needs”. 
 

 Spirituality: helping people experience Jesus and 
his saving power in their lives;  

 
 Community: helping people experience Jesus in 

one other, giving them the sense that they are 
connected to a “body”—a loving community—
as well as to the Creator and Sustainer of all 
things;  

 
 Care: helping people experience Jesus in their pain 

and suffering—when many people are most 
clearly in need of the gospel and most open to 
God’s presence and the healing, saving power of 
Jesus; and  

 
 Service: helping people experience meaning, pur-

pose, and significance by participating in Jesus’ 
mission in the world and being involved in 
something that is not only bigger than them-
selves, but also life-transforming and enduring.  

 
        How well a congregation meets those four needs is a 
significant indicator of its overall health and ability to be in 
mission with Jesus.  The Four Needs can provide a blue-
print for how a mission-minded congregation can plan and 
structure its entire ministry.  Christian care is essential for 
helping God’s people return to wholeness so they can once 
again engage in His mission. 
        What happens if people don’t receive the care they 
need when they’re suffering?  What if their needs are ig-
nored or unnoticed or—worse yet—trivialized by others 
wielding hollow platitudes?  Hurting Christians who don’t 
receive appropriate, compassionate care from their congre-
gation quickly lose sight of any potential value they may 
have had for the congregation’s mission.  Some will be-
come disillusioned and seek healing elsewhere; others will 
lose faith in their church as a whole and disassociate from 
the congregation.  Another major research finding is that a 
person is much more likely to become inactive or drop out 
of church if his or her needs for care during a crisis go un-

met. Even if hurting people stay in the congregation, their 
loyalty and devotion are likely to wane.  
        On the other hand, hurting Christians who receive ap-
propriate and compassionate care from their congregation 
are much more likely to return to health and re-engage in 
the mission of the church.  Quite often, after receiving care 
during a time of crisis, they rebound with a new-found pas-
sion for serving God and the church. 
        One of the most gratifying transformations I see in 
Stephen Series congregations takes place when a Christian 
who has received care from a Stephen Minister during a 
time of crisis later recovers and feels a strong calling to be 
in ministry caring for others. 
        Perhaps the greatest stumbling block to providing 
quality Christian care is thinking the pastor needs to be the 
only one who provides it.  The good news is that our 
churches in the Countryside have a great number of people 
who have gifts such as mercy, encouragement, and helping. 
With the Stephen Ministry training we are fortunate to have 
many, many excellent care-givers providing high-quality 
Christian care for people who are hurting or suffering. 
        Pastor Davis continually tells me how much he appre-
ciates the benefit of having Stephen Ministers who assist 
him in care giving, because he doesn’t have to bear the bur-
den of caring for everyone on his own or worry that some-
one is being forgotten.  Our pastor continues to be involved 
in providing care in certain instances, but now that he has a 
team of gifted, trained, passionate laypeople providing the 
largest slice of congregational care, he is available to be 
more involved in other areas where his expertise is needed. 
        Thank you, Stephen Ministers, for a wonderful year of 
service in 2007.  Know you are appreciated and we look 
forward to care giving in 2008.  
        We are going to meet at 7:00 P.M. on Monday Janu-
ary 7, 2008 for Stephen Ministry continuing education  
(snow date:  Monday January 14.)  During this time we will 
review where we are, wrap up the care receiving report of 
2007 and assign care receivers to those interested.  If you 
have any suggestions please contact me as soon as possible.  
If you would like to bring a snack to share or any leftover 
“Holiday Treats” I will make coffee for refreshments. 
        Mark your calendar so you can join us.  We need all 
Stephen Ministers to come this evening; it has been a long 
time since we have met.  It will be a good way for us to 
begin the new year and refresh each other spiritually.  If 
you have concerns with the date or questions or are unable 
to attend please call me at the office: 352-3612 or cell 351-
0886.   

 
 

Cindy Youngquist,  
Countryside Stephen Ministry Leader 

“Bear one another’s burdens...and so fulfill the law of 
Christ.”      GALATIANS 6:2  

Monday January 7, 2008  
at 7:00 P.M.  
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Pastor’s Message 
d a r k n e s s 
d id  not 
overcome 
it. 6There 
was a man 
sent from 
God, whose 

name was John. 7He 
came as a witness 
to testify to the 
light, so that all 
m ight  bel ieve 
through him. 8He 
himself was not the 
light, but he came 
to testify to the light. 9The 
t r u e  l i g h t ,  w h i ch 
enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. 

What an indescribable blessing 
to be reminded that in spite of the 
darkness within and around, 
there is a light the darkness 

cannot overcome, a light that 
dispels the darkness and fills 
even the most remote corners of 
my soul with hope – the Light of 
Christ. 
       One of my favorite liturgies 
is Evening Prayer.  At the very 
beginning of Evening Prayer the 
liturgist chants, “Jesus Christ is 
the Light of the world,” to which 

the congregations 
responds, “the 
light no darkness 
can overcome.”  It 
is a powerful 
reminder that 
regardless of the 

darkness that clutches at our 
souls and threatens to rob us of 
the joy God intends for us, the 
Light of Christ will not be 
overcome.  It is this promise of 
never failing light that provides 
me with the courage and hope to 
endure dark times. 

       Jack was on his way to work 
when another driver ran a stop 
sign and collided with Jack’s 
truck.  Jack suffered a major head 
trauma that resulted in his being 
hospitalized on life support.  
Jack’s wife and children were 
faced with the most difficult 
choices of their lives as they de-
cided what kind of care Jack 
would be given.  Jack had never 
talked with his family about what 
he would want if he became seri-
ously ill.  He lingered between life 
and death for weeks.  In spite of 
the best efforts of the medical 
community and the prayers and 
support of his family and friends, 
Jack never regained conscious-
ness. 
      Jack’s death was devastating 

for his family.  The pain was com-
pounded by their not knowing 
what their father and husband 
wanted.  Jack and his wife had 
never done any serious planning 
about what would happen when 
one of them died; as a result, 
Jack’s wife and children struggled 
to restore order to their family. 

Jack’s wife, Ruth, wished that 
she and Jack had done some sim-
ple planning.  It would have 
helped so much in knowing what 
Jack wanted and in avoiding some 
of the problems following Jack’s 
death. 
      Sadly, there are many, like 
Jack, who have never done the ba-
sic planning that all of us should 
to avoid undue stress for our loved 
ones when something happens to 

us. 
A four-week seminar entitled 

“Living Well, Dying Well” will be 
offered beginning in February that 
will give you the tools you need to 
do the basic planning all of us 
should take care of.  Sessions will 
cover planning related to finances, 
medical issues, funerals and leav-
ing a legacy.  Participants who 
complete the seminar will have 
the tools and opportunities to do 
planning that will avoid unneces-
sary problems for their family and 
give them the assurance of know-
ing that when something does 
happen to them, they will have 
provided their families with the 
tools they need to make the deci-
sion they will face. 
       Watch for more information. 

      Life is filled with dark times: 
problems in relationships, financial 
struggles, illness, grief and death.  
Yet God’s promise is that the light 
of God’s love for us is more 
powerful than even our deepest 
darkness.  It is this promise that 
provides us with courage and hope 
to expectantly watch for the dawn in 
our lives. 
      I know the cold and darkness of 
January will soon be here along 
with dark nights for my soul.  But I 
also know that the cold and 
darkness only last for a while and 
that soon warm spring breezes will 
herald the return of summer.  Even 
more importantly, I know that the 
Light of Christ will unexpectedly 
shine during those cold, dark nights 
to renew my joy and hope. 
      May the Light of Christ shine in 
your lives and dispel any darkness 
that clutches at your souls. 
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The light shines in 
the darkness, and 
the darkness did 
not overcome it.  
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As we engage in con-
versations and discus-
sions about discipleship 
and how we manage the 
money and possessions 
God has entrusted to us, 
two responses are often 
encountered.  The first 
is, “Don’t forget the im-

portance of gifts of time and talent.”  And the sec-
ond: “But this congregation is already giving as 
much as it can.” 
 
These evasions of the challenge to grow in financial 
giving are deeply troubling because with these un-
fortunate attitudes it would be extremely difficult 
for the congregation to break free from the seduc-
tive myth of scarcity.  It takes strong spiritual lead-
ership to guide people out of resistance and reluc-
tance into the delicious freedom of God’s abun-
dance.  The truest mark of mature faith leaders and 
a mature faith community is a life of extravagant 
giving. 
 
There are many reasons why it is difficult for faith 
leaders to talk about money and to challenge the lies 
of consumerism that bind the hearts and finances of 
Christians.  One reason is the fear of the discomfort, 
even hostility that often occurs when the topic of 
money is confronted.  Another reason is the per-
ceived unfairness, even resentment, toward wealth-
ier parishioners who give token amounts in relation 
to their wealth while enjoying expensive vacations, 
cars, and homes.  Money-talk is a mine field of 
emotions. 
 
 
 

Unless faith leaders have done the honest work of 
understanding their own relationship to money and 
wrestled with its ability to tempt, cajole, and distort 
faith, they cannot exercise bold leadership to liber-
ate others from its power.  It takes courage and per-
sistence to explore one’s own money attitudes and 
to break the defensive barriers around money-talk.  
But that is the only way to move beyond timidity 
and warn people about the ways in which our con-
stant human desire for more and more shapes our 
financial decisions and severely limits our disciple-
ship in doing God’s work. 
 
Upon serious reflection, it becomes apparent that 
the people who have the least often give the most.  
As income and wealth increase, so do greed and the 
power of money to lure us away from sacrificial 
giving.  As abundance grows, the myth of scarcity 
grows in our hearts. 
 
In our discipleship, the work of financial steward-
ship of the money and assets that God has entrusted 
to us is the work of liberation.  It is also a matter of 
life and death.  The myth, the lie, of scarcity is a 
place of spiritual poverty and death. But the truth of 
God’s abundance is the place where we find authen-
tic life, the eternal life that God gives us, now, not 
later, by his unconditional love, by his grace 
through faith. 
 
So are you living a life of extravagant giving out of 
your God-entrusted abundance?  Or is your disci-
pleship struggling, even choking, with the lie of 
scarcity? 
 

Pray, decide, commit to a life of giving out of 
your abundance.  You will be blessed. 

ARE YOU LIVING THE LIFE OF  
EXTRAVAGANT GIVING? 

OR ARE YOU LIVING THE LIE OF 
SCARCITY? ��
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      The proof book is scheduled to 
arrive the week between Christmas 
and New Year’s.  With everyone’s 
busy schedule, proofing will most 
likely not be completed until after 
the first of the year.  I am still hope-
ful that we can get everything 
proofed and possibly have the di-
rectories back before the Country-
side Joint Worship Service in Feb-
ruary.  Thank you to everyone for 
their patience with us during the 
work on this project. 
 

Cheryl Rasmussen, 
Secretary 

 
 
 

 
 
      Please 
join our 
Count ry-
side Min-
i s t r y ’ s 
P r i s o n 
M in i s t r y 
and see 

how you can make a difference in 
the life of someone behind bars. 
      Our regularly scheduled visit is 
Wednesday, January 9.  We leave 
from Zion at 5:45 p.m. but will 
make arrangements to pick people 
up in Moorland or Harcourt or 
meet in the prison parking lot. 
      Anyone wishing to be included 
in this outreach ministry please call 
the Countryside Ministry office by 
Thursday, January 3 to reserve a 
spot or for answers to questions you 
may have about the visit.   
       Please consider joining us soon! 

�������������	
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      We have several wonderful op-
portunities coming up for our youth 
to be involved in. 
 
      On Saturday and Sunday, Janu-
ary 5-6, 2008, the Western Iowa 
Synod will be hosting their First 
Annual Senior High Youth Gath-
ering at the Twin Lakes Christian 
Center, Manson, Iowa.  The theme 
for the event is “I Know the Plans I 
Have For You.”  Special guests for 
the event will be the band 
Lightswitch.  This will include one 
night’s lodging, 3 meals, activities 
such as wall climbing, tobogganing 
(weather permitting), and a pro-
gram packed with worship, singing 
with Lightswitch, workshops and 
lots of time to hang out with your 
friends.  
 
      WIYLDE 2008 will be here 
before you know it.  WIYLDE will 
be held on July 12-17, 2008 at Lu-
ther College in Decorah.  Cost for 
the week is $200.  Registration be-
gins on February 1 and closes on 
June 1 or when the maximum is 
reached.  WIYLDE is sponsored by 
the three Iowa Synods of the ELCA 
and supported through the Sense of 
Vocation Program at Luther Col-

lege.  Let the church office know if 
you plan on attending. 
 
      For the 27th year in a row, the 
Sonshine Music Festival will be 
held in Willmar, MN on July 17-
19, 2008, and will be nothing short 
of a lifetime memory!  What could 
be better than the best in the Chris-
tian music world - in one place - 
for three days? 
      Good question!  Maybe it is 
20,000 people you will worship 
with each day or a personal en-
counter with the One we worship. 
Maybe it is hanging out with 
friends or making new ones. 
Maybe it is the skate park, the kids 
ministry or the new sports arena 
stage. Maybe it is Main Stage, 
Stage 2, HM Stage or the Hip Hop 
Stage. 
      One thing is for sure, Sonshine 
2008 is for you!!  Please let the 
church office know if you are plan-
ning to attend.  Approximate cost is 
$120 which includes your full 
event pass, transportation, and 
food.  (We camp out in tents for 
lodging.) 
      Please keep watching for more 
events each month as we receive 
new information.   

      Just a quick 
reminder that 
reports for any 
of the church’s 
annual meet-
ings, budget 
meetings, or 
y e a r b o o k 
changes (i.e. 
committee or 
a d d r e s s 

changes) are due by January 2 
in the church offices.  Please do 

not delay in getting your reports 
in.  Thank you. 
 
      Also the financial year ends 
for the churches on December 
31.  Anything received in the 
church office after noon on the 
31st will be considered 2008 
business.  If you have any ques-
tions on your financial giving 
please contact your church’s fi-
nancial secretary as soon as pos-
sible. 
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Snowflakes are one of  
nature’s most fragile things, 
but just look what they can 
do when they stick together.  

 
—Vesta M. Kelly 
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      On Sunday, February 17, be-
ginning at 5:00 p.m., the Country-
side Youth Group will again be 
hosting a Valentine’s Dinner, fea-
turing a delicious meal and great 
entertainment will be available by 
reservation only.   
      The profits from the dinner will 
be used to defray the cost of attend-
ing Sonshine Festival next summer 
and the National Youth Gathering 
in 2009. 
      Details are still being worked 
out, so watch your bulletins and the  
February newsletter for more infor-
mation. 
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       The Fusion Team would like 
to thank everyone who helped in 
any way with our Angel Tree 
project.  Thanks to everyone’s 
help we were able to purchase 
gifts for over 60 angels.  (All an-
gels are kept confidential  through 
a contact person.)  Our contact 
told us, “I wish you could see the 
looks on the parents’ faces when 
they pick up the gifts for their 
children.  It brings tears to my 
eyes to see how grateful they 
are.”  Thank you again for your 
help. 

��

(Continued from page 1) 

Joint Worship 

once again be hosting a hamball 
dinner in the church fellowship 
hall following the service. They 
will accept a freewill offering with 
the proceeds going to community 
projects. 
      Please mark your calendars 
today and plan on joining your 
fel low Christians for this 
inspirational worship opportunity. 

      On Sunday February 3rd, 140 
million Americans will tune in to 
the Super Bowl football game.  
There will be parties with abun-
dant food, friendship and fellow-
ship.  At the same time, there will 
be people worrying about staying 
warm, finding shelter and a warm 
meal.  Please join young people 
around the U.S. as they demon-
strate God’s love to their 
neighbors through the Souper 
Bowl of Caring.  It’s a simple 
yet significant act of caring for 
others. 
      Our youth will hold soup pots 
at our church doors on Souper 

B o w l 
Sunday, 
F e b r u -

ary 3, 2008, joining young people 
in churches across the country to 
collect money for those who are 
hungry and hurting.  In 2007, 
over 14,500 groups participated 
in the Souper Bowl of Caring 
generating over $8 million.  All 
of the money collected is donated 
to a charity selected by the par-
ticipant.  None of the money is 
sent to Souper Bowl headquar-
ters.  Organizers only ask that 
each participant report their col-
lection so national totals can be 
determined and announced.  
Since the Souper Bowl of Car-
ing began in 1990, more than $41 
million has gone to help people in 
need.  Please support the youth of 
our church in this effort to “love 
our neighbors” by dropping your 
dollar in the soup pot on Febru-
ary 3. 

ANNUAL 
MEETING 

SCHEDULE 
 

      Annual meeting for the Coun-
tryside Churches are as follows: 
 
January 13                         Faith 
                            Zion (Budget) 
January 20                       Fulton 
                                       Trinity 
January 27                     Calvary 
                                          UCC 
                                                   
 

   

Caregiver’s College 
      The Alzheimer’s Association 
presents “The Caregiver’s College” 
Saturday, January 5, at the Bright 
Center, 401 Railroad Place in West 
Des Moines. This program is for 
those caring for persons in the later 
stages of Alzheimer’s disease who 
are still living at home. Using a 
hands-on approach, healthcare pro-
fessionals will present essential 
skills critical for good care for 
those with end-stage dementia.  
      Thanks to a grant from Prairie 
Meadows, The Caregiver’s College 
is free, but pre-registration is re-
quired.  Enrollment is limited and 
registration closes January 3.  Call 
440-2722 to register.  Respite funds 
are available for those who cannot 
leave their loved one at home alone 
that day. 

���� �������������������� �������� �	
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HAVE YOU 
SEEN GOD 
LATELY? 
TELL ME 

ABOUT IT! 



8 

Countryside Ministry website: 
www.countrysidecoop.org 

Countryside Worship Times 
Calvary, Barnum ................................................10:30 a.m. 
Faith, Harcourt .....................................................9:00 a.m. 
Fulton, Roelyn .....................................................9:15 a.m. 
Trinity, Boxholm ...............................................10:30 a.m. 
UCC/Cong., Moorland .........................................8:00 a.m. 
Zion, Gowrie ......................................................10:30 a.m. 
         1st and 3rd Saturdays @ Zion .....................5:00 p.m. 
FUSION .......................... Wednesday evenings, 7:30 p.m. 

(at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie) 
 

Countryside Phone Numbers: 
Countryside Ministry Office ................................352-3645 
Rev. Jim Davis          Office .................................352-3932 
                                  Home .................................352-5261 
Rod Meyer                Office .................................846-6277 
                                  Home .................................354-5224 
Rev. Wahlgren          Office .................................352-3645 
                                  Home .................................352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist,    Office .................................352-3612 
Stephen Ministry       Home .................................352-3798 
 
Countryside E-mail Addresses: 
Countryside Office: .......................... ziongowr@wccta.net 
Rev. Jim Davis: ....................................elca506@wccta.net 
Rod Meyer: ...................................... rodmeyer@lvcta.com 
Cindy Youngquist: .................. stephencoop@hotmail.com 
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Remember:  The Alzheimer’s Support Group 
meets on the last Wednesday of each month at 

the Gowrie Senior Suites at 1:00 p.m. 
January’s meeting will be on the 30th. 

from the Countryside 
Ministry Staff 


