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Councill

A Message from Pastor Jim—  each time we gather to worship Marie Bengston ------------ Trinity
throughout the year, we celebrateGreg Carlson ------------------ Zion

Christ is risen! He is risen the resurrection of Jesus and theJim W. Carlson --------------- Zion
indeed! faith, hope and love with which Roberta Clausen ----------- Trinity
It seems kind of odd to be he blesses us. Loretta Daisy--------------- Fulton
writing these words in February; The earliest versions of thg Marc Greenfield ------------- Faith
however, in just a few short Gospel of Mark, the first to be Steve Julius---------------- Calvary
weeks, we will be joining our written, do not include 4 Greg Moe ------------------- Fulton
voices in this glorious Easter resurrection account.  Mark’'s Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith
proclamation. gospel ends with terrified womep Joyce Silvey ---------- UCC/Cong.
This proclamation marks the leaving an empty tomb. Th¢ Richard Silvey ------- UCC/Cong.
beginning of our celebration of Easter stories in Matthew, Luke Amy Walrod -------------- Calvary

the season of Easter. The seasoand John are quite different.

begins with the resurrection of leaves me wondering what the

was really like
happened, i

(Continued on page 3)

our Lord and ends the day beforefirst Easter
Pentecost. Although the seasonWhatever
of Easter is only 50 days long,

Holy Week Worship

Holy Week is the most his disciples and offers them
important week of the year for lasting reminder of his love fo
Christians. Holy Week provides them.  We struggle with hig
us with an opportunity to relive disciples to listen to Jesus pray
the drama of the last week of Gethsemane. We are filled wit
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Countryside Ministry
Executive Committee

Loretta Daisy----------- President
Steve Julius------- Vice-president
Greg Moe --------------- Secretary
Sandy Thoma ---------- Treasurer

Rev. Jim Davis
Administrative Pastor

Jesus’ life. sadness as a kiss leads to Jes
We join the crowds in arrest.

us

"NEED A VISIT?

shouting “Hosanna!” as Jesus We gather in silence on Goo
rides triumphantly in to Friday as we join the crowds if
Jerusalem. We lift our voices shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify
and our hopes as we herald ourhim!” We join the women at the
long-awaited deliverer. foot of the cross as they pour o

However, by Maundy their grief while Jesus dies. W
Thursday the mood has changedeave filled with the silence of
dramatically. We are present asdeath and despair.

Jesus shares his last meal with (Continued on page 7)
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If you or anyone you know
could use a pastoral visit, please
contact the

it Hospital % Country-
Visitation side office
&R at 352-3645

SO a Vvisit
can be
scheduled.




STEPHEN MINISTRY At 11:30 PM Georgia, closed the checkbook.

“Balanced it again!” she noted with tired triumph.
Norman had always kept the household accounts, but
after several checks bounced, Georgia had to take
over. All the tasks which Norman had ably handled
® for decades had fallen to her care one by one until
Facing the Loss of a Lifetime she was responsible for everything. He had gone to
bed an hour earlier, so she got up to look in an. hi
She smiled as she watched him sleep. She thought he
On a sunny July morning, Georgia and Norman sat aardly knows anymore that he’s the man he once
their kitchen table munching on English muffins.was. A thought from a recently read article came to
“We have so many memories,” Georgia said, reacther mind: “Alzheimer’s is a funeral that never efids
ing out for her husband’s hand. That describes it, all right,” she sobbed. “I'veehe
Norman kissed her ring finger and reminisced, “Oumourning for four years now and it's going to drag
first date, our whirlwind romance, our engagemenbn and on, maybe longer than | can bear.” She wept
and dreaming about the future.” “Our glorious weddespondently until the mantle clock chimed mid-
ding and honeymoon at the lodge,” Georgia continright.” She needed to compose herself so she opened
ued. Norman’s scrapbook on the table and began to read
“That old first house and starting the business tdaer most treasured item, Norman'’s last love ldtier
gether.” “Then the arrivals of Laura, Jeff and Ke¥i her. | don’'t want to burden you. But it can't be
“PTA, fishing, and little league,” Norman added.avoided. So maybe this letter from your beau will
“Empty nest adjustments.” “The fun of volunteeringhelp lighten the weight whenever you read it. After

in the community.” 42 years how can | describe you Georgia? Loving,
“And then our wonderful 40th anniversary celebrafaithful. Diligent. Supportive. In future years llw
tion!” grow more and more dim. But you will grow ever

“Yeah. When is that coming up” Next weekend?”more loving, faithful, diligent and supportive. @ns
asked Norman. Georgia’s brow furrowed with puzimorning, | still know who you are. So right now |
zlement. want to tell you for all the future days when Ilviaé
“Norman, it was two weeks ago.” “It was?” unable, “Thank you, my dear!”

Until that conversation, Georgia had been denyinghis reminds me of computers, recently Pastor’s
what she had seen in Norman recently. On their wircrashed and he LOST SO MUCH of his files. Usu-
ter vacation to the Gulf Coast, she thought itrejea ally computer technicians can recover lost filegt b
he could never remember La Gaviota, the name gbmetimes even they are unable to retrieve what we
the resort they had stayed at for many years. Inl Ap have lost. You know we have a Technician like that.
he said he was too tired to go fishing with his budWe may forget.But God never will. No matter how
dies. Fatigue had never stopped him before. In Jumeir minds and bodies may fail, He remembers. And
with pride they had attended the high school gradu&le promises that someday He will restore us to our
tion of Malcolm, an inner-city youth Norman had tu-true selves.

tored in math. But now he was refusing to accept @he local Alzheimer's support group meets the
new student next fall. Why not, Georgia had woniast Wednesday of every month at 1:00 PM at
dered. Like everybody, Norman sometimes misGowrie Senior Suites.Anyone is welcome to come
placed his glasses. But last week she had disabverand visit. Any kind of Dementia is what we are all
them in the freezer. about, not just Alzheimer’'s. We would be happy if
Could it be that her husband and best friend hadye@u would join us.

problem? While Norman was showering, she called

the doctor and arranged a physical exam for him. Af  cindy Youngquist, Countryside Cooperative’s

ter a series of tests to rule out all other pob&és, Stephen Ministry Leader “Bear one another’s
Norman's problem had a name, a dreaded name- pyrdens...and so fulfill the law of Christ.”
Alzheimer's. GALATIANS 6:2
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(Continued from page 1) God’s kingdom. Christ comes to| TODAY IS THROUGH
Pastor’'s Message me through the community that .
gathers in his name and strives t| As we walk down the road of life
reach out and share his love witl What will HE see us do?
others. Christ comes to me eac| For each day comes around but
day as | am blessed with ar once
awareness of God’'s remarkabl{ And then that day is through.
grace. So start each day off with a prayer.
| understand the fear and Let Jesus be your guide.
transformed disciples who were doubt that filled the disciples, ag And as each day goes passing by
filled with fear and doubt into | believe most of us do. All of us| He'll be always by your side.
disciples ~filled . struggle through —author unknown
with faith, hope |Christ comes to me eaghgifficult  times. o
and love. day as | am blessed withHowever, we ~ov?_—%cks 4,
While | | an awareness of God's have also -é\"A QP v
would really like remarkable grace. experienced first i
to know what hand the faith,

happened that first Easter, | amhope and love that came from the
thankful that | have been blesseddisciples’ experience of the risen
with many experiences of the Christ. Thanks be to God!

risen Christ. Christ continues to May each of you be blessel s
come to me in word and with the faith, hope and love of ' \~mn
sacrament to remind me of God’s the risen Christ. Reminder: Daylight-Saving

promises and renew my vision of Time Begins March 9th

As we go through Lent we arething does happen to them, theyers are Phil Somsen, chaplain at
reminded that death is always justwill have provided their families Trinity Regional Medical Center;
over the horizon. This is not in- with the tools they need to make Ned Palmer, who is a local funeral
tended to frighten us, but to re-the decisions they will face. director; and Rev. Jim Dauvis.
mind us of the transitory nature of This seminar will not only as- If you missed the first session
our lives and the importance of sist participants in taking care of please do not hesitate to come to
living each day well. planning that is often neglected the remaining sessions. If you

A four-week seminar entitled until there is a crisis, but it will have questions regarding the semi-
“Living Well, Dying Well” is be- also provide each participant with nar, please contact Pastor Davis.
ing offered that will give you the the deep sense of satisfaction that
tools you need to do the basiccomes from knowing that when
planning all of us should do. Ses-death comes, they will have made
sions will cover planning related the preparations that will relieve

to finances, medical issues, funer-their families of unnecessary bur- HAVE YOU
als and leaving a legacy. Partici-dens.

pants who complete the seminar The first session of “Living SEEN GOD
will have the tools and opportuni- Well, Dying Well” was held on LATELY?
ties to do planning that will avoid February 24. The remaining ses- TELL ME
unnecessary problems for theirsions will be March 2, 9 and 16

family and give them the assur-from 4:00 — 5:00 p.m. in the base- 8 - ABOUT IT!

ance of knowing that when some-ment at Zion. Remaining present- =




BEWARE!

ARE THE POSSESSIONSGOD HAS ENTRUSTED
TO YOU BURIED IN YOUR ILLUSIONS,
OR ARE THEY
INVESTED IN GENEROUS GIVING
OUT OF YOUR ABUNDANCE?

Solomon gives us the bad news in Ecclesiastes &nd steal. But store up for yourselves treasures i
where he says that accumulating wealth is like toilheaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and
ing for the wind. It just does not satisfy. Wé&da where thieves do not break in and steal. For where
our money and we chase after illusions with it.r Ouyour treasure is, there your heart will be alsdHis
culture and our own rationalizing convince us thats a profoundly powerful truth. If we can truly-un
our wants are actually needs; that that which wderstand what Jesus meant, it will literally change
merely desire is necessity. And this process-s reur lives. Jesus says to not store up for ourselve
lentless! We run out of money before we run out dfreasures on earth. Why not? Because treasures,
our illusionary needs, so we continue to believe, “ our possessions, are bad? No, rather because treas
| only had more money, then | could get what lures won't last. You can’t take them with you.

really need.” But Solomon was a man who was ex-

tremely wealthy. He had it all, so he chased lhis iAt the same time, we all have the extremely impor-
lusions with his money. But something very intertant responsibility to respond to Jesus’ commaads t
esting happened: He ran out of illusions before heitness in word and deed to those in need, to care
ran out of money. So he could say from experiender those who are poor and oppressed. This is
that money does not satisfy. No amount of monewhere our generous giving out of our abundance
satisfies. Solomon says, “Naked a man comes froshould be directed. Jesus is not saying renounce
his mother's womb and so he departs. He take®ur treasures; rather, he is saying relocatereeti
nothing from his labor that he can carry in hisyour treasures. In Luke 12, Jesus said, “Sell your
hand.” You can't take it with you! possessions and give to the poor.”

But there is some very good news in Matthew 6Generous giving out of our current income will of
spoken by Jesus. It's the ultimate paradigm shiftourse help to extend and enrich God’s kingdom. It
and a radically different perspective on life. “Dois also true that wonderful stewardship opportuni-
not store ties are available to us in our planned givingt tha

up for our estate planning. To avoid unnecessary taxation
yourselves of our estates, for example, from appreciated secur
treasures ties, land and real estate, we have the options of
on earth, making gifts to benevolence, in particular to oor e

w h e r e dowed benevolence program. In this way, our gen-
moth and erous giving will continue to bear fruit long after
rust de- our passing. These are important choices each of u
stroy, and must make. If we make the right choices, we can
w h e r e replace taxation with philanthropy, thereby extend-
thieves ing and enriching the kingdom of God. Choose
break in wisely. You will be blessed.




We have several wonderful oprorship. Maybe it is hanging ol
portunities coming up for ouwith old friends or making new
youth. ones. Maybe it is the skate pal

WIYLDE 2008 will be herethe kids’ ministry or the new sport

before you know it. WIYLDE wil 2rena stage.  Maybe it is Ma
be held on July 12-17, 2008 at L i Hop Stage
ther College in Decorah. Cost forP 11OP Stage.
the week is $200. Registration bg(-)o

[ 1
gins on February 1 and closes 8Hu8 is for youl! " Please let th

rch office know if you are plan

—+

k, The directory is at the press!!!
eah!! It is scheduled to be
ishipped around the 10th of March.

Stage, Stage 2, HM Stage or tfi&@e will be getting them out to you

as soon as possible after they arrive.

One thing is for sure, Sonshin&hank you for your patience.

© Cheryl Rasmussen,

June 1 or when the maximum s : . Secretary
: ning to attend. Approximate cost |is
reached. WIYLDE is sponsored 450 which includes vour ful
the three lowa Synods of the ELCeV Nt pass. trans ortgtion ahd Have
and supported through the Sens OFd (F\J/Ve é;am oEt in ten’ts for you ever
Vocation Program at Luther C§[-d ing.) P wondered
lege. Let the church office know ipaging. what it
you plan on attending. The National Youth Gather- feels like
: ing will be in the summer of 2009. to be be-
For the 27t.h year in a row, t is seems so far off, but we need hind bars?
Sonshine Music Festivalwill be : ,
to start working to earn our way Join  the

held in Willmar, MN on July 17- o if you are interested in goin
19, 2008, and will be nothing sho?t Y going

of a lifetime memory! What coul

be better than the best in the Chr.itsa-vent spoken to Pastor Jim abg
: . : It yet, please do so as soon as p
tian music world—in one place—.bI Th il b /
for three days!? Good questioﬁ" €. there will be many opportt

Maybe it is 20,000 people you wifl eS Coming up for you to ear

worship with each day or a pepart O all of the money to pay yol

sonal encounter with the One v\\f\éay'

@ountryside Ministry’s Prison

e National Youth Gathering arldMinistry and get a small sample of

thhe feeling.

pbs- Our regularly scheduled visit is
Wednesday, March 12. We leave
rfrom Zion at 5:45 p.m. but will
ijmake arrangements to pick people
up in Moorland or Harcourt or
meet them in the prison parking

What a about where to start call Cher
great way to Rasmussen, Cindy Youngquist,
spend a Satur- Colleen Palmer and ask us to he
day! Getting you out.
together with Our next scrapbooking da
friends, shar- will be Saturday, March 1, fron

ing ideas and having a great time9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Ziof

together. Come and join our Soup will be provided for lunch|

scrapbooking club and have aBring your own beverage and
great time, too! ALL members of snack or other item to go with th

the Countryside Ministry are in- soup and to share with everyonel
vited to join us. If you have never Nothing will be sold at this$

done anything like this before and event so bring your own supplie

jot.
élr Anyone wishing to be included
ip this outreach ministry please call
the Countryside Ministry office by
y hursday, March 6 to reserve a spot
or to ask questions you may have
about the visit.

Join us and see how you can
make a difference in the life of
gomeone behind bars.

D

S.

would like to start but just don't (We do trade and share supplies

know how to begin, we have all and tools.) Please call the chur
been where you are and wouldoffice (352-3645) prior to March

ch

love to help you get addicted just 1st so we can have enough tabjes

as we are. If you are not sureset up for everyone.




Recently, a group of log
clergy, city clerks, Webster Courj
Emergency Management,
Way & Community Foundation
Northwest lowa, Upper Des M
Opportunity and other non-pro
agencies have organized the
ster County Disaster Recovq
Committee. Its purpose is to &
dress the unmet needs of those
fected by the August floodin
Debi Gardini has been hired
serve as the Case Advocate to
those affected by the flood thro
the recovery process. She can
reached at 515-576-7774 or by
e-mailing:
wcdradvocate@frontiernet.net.

Unite

o\i:Fs At our last meeting we decid

lTeltiner one of these times.

[}

—_—

Df

tb have a two options for times 1{
e next meeting. We decided
brgeet on March 3 at 1:30 p.m. &
edgain the same day at 7:00 p.m.
@fephen Ministers please mark y:
rralendars for a Monday, March
foeeting at Zion. You may come
If v
dtave any questions or you are
dide to attend either one of th¢
times, kindly call me (352-361
and let me know.
Thank you
—Cindy

The Countryside Youth would
like to thank everyone who joined us
for our Valentine’s Dinner. It was
quite a blustery day and we were toy-
ing with the idea of canceling it, but it
turned out to be a great evening.

We would like to thank the Prairie
Valley Jazz Band for performing for
us, Cornell Lowery, the BARBECUE
THIEF, for catering the main course,
and all the adults who helped us set
up and tear down. It was a fun eve-
ning and we look forward to doing it
again next year.

*kkkkkkkkk

We would also like to thank eve-
ryone who helped with Souper Bowl
Sunday. We were able to donate
$259.50 and 25 cans of goods to the
Prairie Valley Food Pantry.

Having can-
cer is hard.
Finding  help
shouldn’t  be.
As a nation-
wide organiza-
tion, the Ameri-
can Cancer Society helps everyone
facing the disease, when and where
they need assistance. Dollars raised
through Daffodil Days are providing
hope to people in our communities.
For cancer information, day-to-day
help, or emotional support, call 1-
800-227-2345, visit www.cancer.
org, or talk to Cindy Youngquist,
Stephen Ministry Coordinator.

The aunt of a visiting four-year
old girl took the child to churc
and gave her the weekly envelope
to put in the offering plate. He
niece looked at the envelope,
leaned over and said to her aunt,
“I think they want cash!”




LENTEN SERVICE AND
HoLy WEEK SCHEDULE

Trinity will continue sharing| rotating between Zion and th
Lenten services with UMC of United Methodist Church in
Boxholm and UMC of Pilot| Gowrie starting at 7:00 p.m. wit
Mound on Sunday evenings duf-a soup supper preceding at 6:
ing March starting at 7:00 p.n}. p.m.  Zion will have their own
Supper will precede the service aptMaundy Thursday and Good Fr
6:00 p.m. day services starting at 7:00 p.n

Faith’s Lenten services will each evening. Easter Day sg

(Continued from page 1)
Holy Week Worship

Our spirits are lifted and hope
renewed on Easter morning as we
join in that joyous proclamation
“Christ is risen! He is risen
indeed!”

Please join us as we participate
in the drama of our Lord’s death
and resurrection.  Check your
bulletins for worship times and
locations.

continue on Wednesday eveningsvices will be a 7:00 a.m. Sunris
through March. There will be @& Service followed by Breakfas
soup supper at 6:00 p.m. ea¢h(hosted by the Countrysid
week followed by service at 6:4p Youth) and a 10:30 a.m. Servig
p.m. with Holy Communion.

Faith & Trinity will have a Fulton, UCC, and Calvary
joint Maundy Thursday service gt will continue their weekly Lenten
Trinity starting at 7:00 p.m. and fa services on Thursday evenings
joint Good Friday Service af 7:00 with UCC on March 6th
Faith at 7:00 p.m. Easter Day Calvary on the 13th, Maundy
services will be a Sunrise ServigeThursday, March 20th at Fulto
& Breakfast (hosted by TICWHK and Good Friday, March 21st @
Youth) at 6:00 a.m. at Trinity, ¢ UCC. Easter Day Services wi
9:00 a.m. Service followed by ap include a 7:30 a.m. service @
Egg Hunt (No Sunday School) at Calvary with breakfast following,
Faith, and 10:30 a.m. service at8:00 a.m. service with Holy Com
Trinity. munion at UCC, and 9:15 a.m

Zion's Lenten services willf Service at Fulton.
continue on Wednesday evenings

On Valentines Day the Gow-
rie Care Center celebrated by
crowing a Valentine’s King and
Queen. Loretta Youngquist of
Zion was crowned Queen and

Bob Gustofson was crowne
King.

Cindy Youngquist, Katie Al-
bright, Megan Peterson Austi
Davis all helped with the festivi-
ties.

World Day
of Prayer is a
worldwide ecu-
menical move-
ment of women
and men of many
faith  traditions
who come together to observe a
common day of prayer on the first
Friday in March each year.
Throughout the day, we collec-
tively pray all over the world, be-
ginning with the first sunrise and
ending at the last sunset. Our
prayers follow the sun’s path
around the globe.

WDP Guyana developed the
theme for 2008,God’'s Wisdom
Provides New Understandingp
express the awesomeness of God’s
creation and that we can learn
from it. As we survey God’s
work, we are filled with awe at the
beauty and diversity, and we begin
to understand that we are called to
care for all of creation.

The WDP USA committee
chose Guyana’'s Kaieteur Falls, the
highest single-drop waterfall in the
world, to illustrate God’s awesome
creation and to symbolize a nation
where there is abundance, yet
much need.

Everyone is invited to join us
at the Gowrie United Methodist
Church on March 7 at 9:30 a.m.
for fellowship, prayer and worship.
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ALSTUy apisAnmo)

Countryside Phone Numbers:

Countryside Ministry Office............cccooiieens. 352-3645
Rev. Jim Davis OffiCe v, 352-3932
Home ......ccmmveeennee......352-5261
Rod Meyer OffiCe ovveeiiiiiiiiiieeiis 846-6277
Home ......ccmmeeennnee...... 354-5224
Rev. Wahlgren OffiCe vt 352-3645
Home ......ccmmreeennee......352-5245
Cindy Youngquist, Office........cccccvuriueeaarnn. 352-3612
Stephen Ministry Home .....ccoviiiiiiieee, 352-3798
Countryside E-mail Addresses:
Countryside Office: ........cccceveiiiinns Ziavg @wccta.net
Rev. JIm DaviS:.....ccooovvveeviiiieiieea elca506@wccta.net
ROd MeYer: ... dnoeyer@lvcta.com
Cindy Youngquist:.................. stephencoop@taik.com

Countryside Worship Times

Calvary, Barnum...........ccoooeeeevvnnnnes e 10:30 a.m.
Ea::h, Hsrccl)urt ................................................ ggg a.m. Remember The Alzhe|mer’s Support Group

Ulton, ROEIYN ....vvvviveieecee e vmeeee e 15 a.m.
Trinity, BoXhoIM .....cccovviiieiiie e 10:30 a.m. meets on the _IaSt W_ednes_day of each month
UCC/Cong., Moorland............c..c.c...... couwmm.... 8:00 @.M. the Gowrie Senior Suites at 1:00 p.m.
Zion, GOWHE ....eeevveeeeiieeee e e, 10:30 a.m. March’s meeting will be on the 26th.

1st and 3rd Saturdays @ Zion.............. 5:00 p.m.
FUSION.....cooeeviieeiee Wednesday evenings, P.30. _ - _
(at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie) Countryside Ministry website:

www.countrysidecoop.org



