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A Message from Pastor Jim—  for many years. While Todd an
| rarely see each other, w
The readings we have during remain intimately connected by
the Easter season are powerfulong, rich history in which faith
reminders of the importance of plays an important role.
having Christian friends as we Todd is not just a friend; he i
struggle to make sense of oura Christian friend. Over the
lives, the world and our faith. It years, Todd has been 3
was not easy to be faithful in important factor in my becoming
those days and years followinga person of faith. He ha
the first Easter. Christians facedencouraged me during thos
many struggles as we do today.times when | was ready to tur
It took the entire community to my back on God and the church
support and encourage each other Todd and | attended Sund3g
to remain faithful. school and confirmation
One of my friends who has together. We both loved sciend

played an important role in my and shared many of the sam

faith and life is Todd. | have a questions and doubts about Gg
hard time remembering when the Bible and the teaching of the
Todd and | first became friends — church. It was affirming to havg
| believe it was in second grade —a friend who understood my

but we were almost inseparable (Continued on page 3)
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I Marie Bengston ------------ Trinity
e Greg Carlson ------------------ Zion
a Jim W. Carlson --------------- Zion

Roberta Clausen ----------- Trinity

Loretta Daisy--------------- Fulton
5 Marc Greenfield ------------- Faith
b Steve Julius---------------- Calvary
nGreg Moe ------------------- Fulton
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5 Joyce Silvey ---------- UCC/Cong.
eRichard Silvey ------- UCC/Cong.
n Amy Walrod -------------- Calvary
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Greg Moe --------------- Secretary
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Rev. Jim Davis

Countryside Council Minutes

Countryside Ministry Meyer, and Pastor Jim Davis.

Administrative Pastor

Council met February 12, 2008

President Daisy called the

NEED A VISIT?

at 7.00 p.m. at Zion Lutheran meeting to order and Pastgr
Church in Gowrie. _ Davis led devotlons. _ If you or anyone you know
Present were Loretta Daisy, Pastor Davis introducef .
could use a pastoral visit, please
Dorothy Nahnsen, Joan PetersonSandy Thoma. Each board
: . contact the
(for Marc Greenfield), Roberta member introduced themselvegs ) Countr
Clausen, Sue Fatka (for Mariethus welcoming her as the HOSDital - Y
: Visitation side office
Bengston), Greg Carlson, Gregboard’s new treasurer. po at 352-3645

Moe, Joyce Silvey, Richard
Silvey, Steve Julius, Sandy November
Thoma, Pastoral AssociateRod

12, 2007 meetin

Copies of the minutes of the &

SO a Vvisit
can be

(Continued on page 7)

scheduled.




STEPHEN MIN]STRY lignant tumors can invade nearby tissues. They can

also break away and spread to other parts of the

body.
Most cancers are named for where they start. Lung
® cancer starts in the lung, and of course, breast ca
Words we hate to hear... cer starts in the breast. The spread of cancen fro

one part of the body to another is called metastasi
Pancreatic, colon, cervical, breast, ovarian, fecte Symptoms and treatment depend on the cancer type
esophageal, gastrointestinal, renal, leukemia, ,lun and how advanced it is. Treatment plans may in-
multiple meloma, prostate, skin melanoma, testigula clude surgery, radiation, chemotherapy, stem cell
thyroid, unknown, ...all kinds of CANCER. Then addtherapy or a combination of any of these.
these to the list: stage 1-2, stage 4, chemoatiadi
and stem cell. It is especially hard when little ones have cancer.

My friend Peggy’s little Coleman just breaks my
March was Daffodil month and we thank everyoncheart. They are in lowa City right now preparing
who purchased a bouquet or donated in any way for Coleman to have a stem cell transplant and they
this event. The daffodil is among the first flowaaf  received a phone call from the doctor saying that
spring, a symbol of hope, renewal, and, for Thicancer cells have been found in the spinal fluat th
American Cancer Society, the promise that one d:weren’'t there a month ago. Recent news from
the world will be free of cancer. Peggy is that the transplant is still on for Stt-Pa

rick's day, so please keep Coleman in your prayers.
You have given hope to people facing cancer by su On the internet, there are what are called
porting the American Cancer Society Daffodil Days “carepages,” and mothers write that their child’s
program. Daffodil Days is your chance to fight kbac cancer journey is like a roller coaster. One mom
against cancer by helping raise funds and awarenewrote: “Pray for all the cancer families, this rol-
to help beat the disease. While Daffodil Days inlercoaster never stops. | wish we could all jadtet
volves offering daffodils every spring to donorsair  our kids off of it, walk away and never look back.”
preciation for their contributions, it is about mmdhan  Cancer, the word we hate to hear, not only hurts ou
just giving beautiful flowers; it is everyone’s appu-  parents, relatives, husbands, wives, but also our
nity to share hope for a world free of cancer. @he children. Thank you to everyone who contributed

fodil is a symbol of hope, re- in March to Daffodil days. It is very importantath
newal and the promise that c = : we keep in mind that, Gad . . works all things to-
day no one will have to hear t|* gether for good . . ." (Romans 8:28phd that in-

words, "You have cancer|| cludes cancer.
Every year since | had canc
when | am contacted and asl
to help with the sale of daffodi

| just feel moved to say “yes.”

Cindy Youngquist,
Countryside Ministries—Stephen Ministry Leader
"Bear one another's burdens...
and so fulfill the law of Christ."

- !
DAFFODIL GALATIANS 6:2

Cancer begins in your cell

which are the building blocks 'D A Y S Note: Coleman'’s transplant did happen and Peggiesvri
your body. Normally, your bod (¢ flower of bope  that he is miserable but these are all feelings tiey
forms new cells as you need knew he would experience when they decided to go
them, replacing old cells that die. Sometimes thiahead with it. It is just so hard to see yourdhilirting.
process goes wrong. New cells grow when you dor Please keep them in your prayers. The family yes
need them, and old cells don't die when they shoul premates |t_. If you want to read about Colemawsdi-
These extra cells can form a mass called a tuffior, 10N 90 online to:http:/www.carepages.com/home epag
mors can be benign or malignant. Benign tumor ISP You will be asked to register and then you weigit

, . his page by entering the carepage name of: Cole-
aren't cancer but malignant ones are. Cells fram m - oo (all one word.)
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(Continued from page 1) school where he struggled withthe world around us. It is an
Pastor's Message difficult issues of faith and life. jmportant source of comfort,

Todd signed us up to help with strength and hope. In addition, it

Vacation Bible School for a still evokes doubts and questions

couple of years, which eventually that serve as catalysts for ongoing
led to us teaching. Todd stayet|earning.

involved in the youth group and | give thanks to God regularly
occasionally dragged me along t¢for Todd and the other friends who
questions and doubts, and whoparticipate. have encouraged me

challenged me to think about our Moreover, Todd | It took the entire cOm-|i,  my faith. They
faith in creative ways. | owe applied his faith to| munity to support and|have been, and
much of the way | approach ourissues  welencourage each other f@ontinue to be, one of

faith today to those early confronted in remain faithful the most important
conversations and experiencesschool and daily ' factors in my being a
with Todd. life. Although |1 person of faith.

After we were confirmed, it didn’t realize it at the time, Todd Maybe now would be a good
was Todd who kept me was a model of what it meant tCtime to pause and think about the
connected with the church. | was grow in one’s faith. Christian friends who have
ready to drop out in order to hunt It is hard for me to imagine encouraged you to remain faithful
and fish, but Todd had other writing this today without Todd’s anqd thank God for them.
plans for us. Although we were encouragement. | hope that you are each
hunting and flShIng buddies, The faith we share continues surround by an entire host of
Todd also wanted to stayto be an important part of our Christian friends who encourage
involved in church. Todd relationship. It provides us with a yoy in the faith.
continued to attend Sundayway to think about ourselves anc

Zion and Countryside Ministries, ple around their interests. This se-and all the things | am doing and
mester includes Paul: The Shorterlearning here. My address is 1100
| realize my communications Letters; Church History Il: Refor- E 58" St, Chicago, IL 60615.
as of late have been slim, but mymation to Today; Pastoral Care; Again, thanks for your sup-
workload here at seminary hasand Lutheran Confessions. Thisport and | hope to keep in more
been high. For those of you whosummer | will be doing Clinical regular contact with all of you in

are interested, | would like to pro- Pastoral Education (CPE). the days to come.

vide you a basic outline of what | would like to thank every-

I've done this year. In the fall, 1 one for supporting me in this call- God Bless,
took Church History I: Pentecost ing. The first two years of semi- Tyler Rasmussen

to the Reformation; Pentateuchnary are difficult for everyone, es-
and Wisdom Literature (the first pecially since we spend our first
five books of the Bible and Prov- summer doing CPE rather than

erbs, Job, and the like); Worship,; holding down a job. Thus, your

and Basic Greek. During LSTC's support has made a great differ- HAVE YOU
January term | took a course enti-ence in my life as a great financial

tled "Public Life for Leadership strain has been lifted. SEEN GgD
Development." This course is one If anyone would like to con- LATELY?

of the best courses | have evertact me personally, please send me ' TELL ME
taken, and | learned a lot about en-a letter. | would enjoy corre- &2 ABOUT IT!
gaging people and organizing peo-sponding with you about seminary E )




THE CURE FOR MATERIALISM

Paul said, “People who want to get richifatb  for ourselves and our opulent extravagant living).
temptation and a trap and into many foolish an&econd, we solve the problem of others having too
harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and ddittle (the poor and oppressed). “Now he who sup-
struction. For the love of money is the root df alplies seed to the sower and bread for food wilb als
kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, haveupply and increase your store of seed and will
wandered from the faith and pierced themselvesnlarge the harvest of your righteousness” (2 Cor.
with many griefs” (1 Tim. 6). Materialism is joy- 9). Why does God supply seed? We are not only to
less self-destruction, and Paul offers a solutibms  consume the seed or wealth that God has given us,
the joyful antidote of generous giving. “Commandbut we also are to be planting it and investing it.
those who are rich in this present world not to b&You will be made rich in every way so that you
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, whiclsas can be generous on every occasion.”
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly Scripture says that David was filled widly jn
provides us with everything for our enjoyment” (1giving to help build the temple. Jesus delighted i
Tim. 6). Paul is not urging austerity or self-d@ni the poor woman'’s giving. “God loves a cheerful
for there is a place for enjoying material thingsgiver” (2 Cor. 9). The Macedonians gave with
“Command them to do good, to be rich in goodverflowing joy. Jesus said, “It is more blessed t
deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. {uve than to receive.” When building the Taberna-
this way they will lay up treasure for themselves acle people had to be restrained from giving. Scrip
a firm foundation for the coming age, so that theyure just overflows with the joy of giving.
may take hold of the life that is truly life” (1 . God made us for giving, for giving genelgus
6). Jesus said, “I have come that they might havaut of our abundance. And when we give, we feel
life, and have it to the full” (John 10). Generoushis pleasure. He blesses us with joy in our giving
giving is part of that joyful abundant life. Geoas How could we possibly wish to settle for anything
giving is when we realize that life doesn’t revolveless?
around us. Instead, we are to revolve around what God has blessed us with unprecedented hwvealt
life is really all about, our discipleship to Jesusl When viewed in a world-wide context, each one of
enriching and extending the kingdom of God. us is rich in our material wealth, some of us far

“Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, richer than others. God has graciously provided fo
‘and see if | do not throw open the floodgates ofis so that our excess can be invested in our tescip
heaven and pour out so much blessing that you wihip — our response to God’s grace, our response to
not have room enough for it” (Malachi 3). And Je-Jesus’ command to “Follow me.” So if God is
sus says, “Give, and it will be given to you. Aogo speaking to you today about giving, generous giv-
measure pressed down, shaken together and running, don’'t delay. Make your decision to give more
over, will be poured into your lap. For with thegenerously than you ever have. Next, pray for
measure you use, it will be measured to you” (Lukstrength and faithfulness in your commitment to
6). God generously provides for us as generougur more generous giving decision. Then, make a
givers. Why would God do this? The answer: “Attwo-fold plan: first, to increase your giving toeth
the present time your plenty will supply what theywork of the church in annual support of its pro-
need, so that in turn their plenty will supply whatgrams; and, second, to arrange for planned giving

you need. Then there involving generous giving out of the assets, the
will be equality” (2 money and possessions, that God has entrusted to
& Cor. 8). We really you. This planned giving could include both gener-
f solve two problems ous giving from assets right now while you live and
when we give. First, also generous giving from all that God has entruste
we solve the problem to you upon your passing. In any case, generous,
of us having too much extravagant giving out of our abundance will give
(keeping our excess God great pleasure. And we will be blessed.




We have several wonderful oprorship. Maybe it is hanging oyt - Ll}):?:tt;:ry
portunities coming up for ouwith old friends or making new ~/"UP
youth. ones. Maybe it is the skate pafk, The directory is finally here!!!
. the kids’ ministry or the new spor{df you had your picture taken for the
WIYLDE 2008 will be her.earena stage. Maybe it is Maldirectory you can pick your copy up
before you know it. WIYLDE will it hurch.  If didn’t get
be held on July 12-17, 2008 at I_S_'Fage, Stage 2, HM Stage or t your church. you didn’t ge
ther College in Decorz;lh Cost folP Hop Stage. your picture taken and would like a
the week |gs $200. Re iétration be- One thing is for sure, Sonshipeopy, you may talk to your church
: ' 9 5008 is for you!! Please let th@ffice about purchasing a directory.
gins on February 1 and closes on,

. rch office know if you are plan
June 1 or when the maximum s : .
ning to attend. Approximate cost |is

Cheryl Rasmussen,

reached. WIYLDE is sponsored 4120 which includes your full Secretary
the three lowa Synods of the ELCeV nt pass, ftransportation, ad
and supported through the Sens &fd (We é:am out in ten’ts for Have
Vocation Program at Luther C§I- d ; P you ever
lege. Let the church office know i ging.) wondered
you plan on attending. The National Youth Gather- what it feels
. ing will be in the summer of 2009. like to be
SonZﬁirnteheMzuz:(l: yﬁ:srtil\Ta?wgl(IJV;,et is seems so far off, but we need be_hind bars?
to start working to earn our way Join the

held in Willmar, MN on July 17'%0 if you are interested in going {€ountryside Ministry’s Prison

(1)]? ﬁggﬁr’ning:’rwo?el nm;gczzf e National Youth Gathering arjdinistry and get a small sample of
y: aven't spoken to Pastor Jim abqthe feeling.

be better than the best in the Chri'tsg/et, please do so as soon as pps- Our regularly scheduled visit is

tian music world—in one plaCe_si,ble. There will be many opportyWednesday, April 9. We leave
ﬂities coming up for you to earffrom Zion at 5:45 p.m. but will

for three days!? Good question
Maybe it is 20,000 people you W'P_art or all of the money to pay yolimake arrangements to pick people
way . up in Moorland or Harcourt or

worship with each day or a pe

sonal encounter with the One we meet them in the prison parking

scrapsook  \We had an- are. If you are not sure abollpt.

—— f*\\\& LU8 other fun day where to start call Cheryl Rag- Anyone wishing to be included
A\ of scrapbook- mussen, Cindy Youngquist, gin this outreach ministry please call

=)l ing in March. Colleen Palmer and ask us to hg¢tpe Countryside Ministry office by

It was fun to you out. Thursday, April 3 to reserve a spot

have some Our next scrapbooking dapr to ask questions you may have

new faces join us. Anyone is wel- will be Saturday, May 3, fromabout the visit.

come to come and join our club. 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Zion. Join us and see how you can

Bring your friends too. It's just a Lunch will be provided. Bringmake a difference in the life of
fun day of getting together and your own beverage and a snack|épmeone behind bars.

enjoying each others companyother item to share with everyong. o

while working on a scrapbook. Nothing will be sold at this$ N N s
If you have never done any-event so bring your own supplief. Try our Sundays

thing like this before and would (We do trade and share suppli¢s, Theyarebeﬁer‘

like to start but just don’t know tools, and ideas.) Please call the than Baskin-Robbins.

how to begin, we have all beenchurch office (352-3645) prior tp
where you are and would love to April 30 so we can have enough
help you get addicted just as wetables set up for everyone.




In 2006, over 14,000 childr
in lowa were victims of neglect
physical or mental abuse. Aby
does not only have short term
fects on children, but causes li
long problems and can start
“tradition” of abuse. Lutheran Sq
vices in lowa joins the nation
recognizing April as Child Abus
Prevention Month, a month
aside to raise awareness of alj
and to take steps to help stop it.

LSl is a part of ending ch
abuse in lowa. LSI provides m
educational and treatment servi
to families and children who are
risk of abuse or have experiend
abuse in their lives. Our residen
treatment centers provide a safe

g

J

prironment for children of abuse
pgrow spiritually and learn to su
seed in life. LSI's education pr
aframs for families and young mo
fers help prevent abuse from e
beeginning. These programs edug
bparents on healthy and positive [
ienting techniques and use fan
and community strengths to as
pharents with their parenting nee
Ysrur support of LS| ensures th
we are able to continue to balf
Idhild abuse and help children
rigmilies throughout the state.
ces To find out more about LS
ptograms for children and familig
tedll 1.888.4LSIOWA or visit www
iziowa.org.

en-

-

g

Meet our Missionaries

Dear Precious Patrons in Ministry,

May the grace, wonder, and peace of
our Lord and Savior, the Christ Jesus, be
with you, your family, and your minis-
tries!

We have been ELCA missionaries
serving in Tanzania since 1998. We
came to the Maasae Girls’ Lutheran Sec-
ondary School (MGLSS) when the oldest
girls were only in Form Three (think
Grade 10). We were here to see that
group of 14 graduate from Form Six
(grade 13). Most of that first group have
gone on to university, a rare event in
Tanzania. Now they are beginning to
return. Our graduates are becoming jour-
nalists, medical officers, teachers, law-
yers, and pastors. We came to serve
these little girls, to give them an opportu-
nity to become what would once have
been considered unattainable. Through
the MGLSS and your generosity, God
has given them hope and opportunity.
They have blossomed. They have be-
come a new breed of Maasai warriors:
Educated Women!

Our work has remained fairly con-
stant. Marvin teaches English grammar
full-time at both Lutheran secondary
schools in Monduli (co-ed Moringe
Sokoine and MGLSS) and he oversees
the AA meetings in northern Tanzania.
Jean continues to be chaplain, supervis-
ing all worship activities, and teacher of
both Bible knowledge and divinity at
MGLSS. In addition, Jean provides ad-
ministrative assistance, currently serving
on the Career Committee and Projects
Committee.

We are here because of your support
of us, and for that we truly thank you.
We are blessed to be here.

We invite you to join us for a time
of sharing on Tuesday, April 1 in the
fellowship hall of Zion Lutheran
Church, Gowrie. A light meal will be
served at 6:00 p.m. followed by conver-
sation at 7:00 p.m. If you plan to join
us for the meal, please contact the
church office (352-3645) and let us
know you will be joining us.

We look forward to seeing you!
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin Kananen




THRIVENT FINANCIAL NEWS RELEASE

Glen Emery
of Fort Dodge
has joined
Thrivent Finan-
cial for Luther-
ans as a finan-

Emery has also served as
teacher and principal for 21 yea
in Lutheran elementary schools
the Midwest. Emery received hi
BA in Elementary Education
from Concordia College in Mil-

CLUSTER 8 SPRING
EVENT

The Cluster 8
Spring Event
will be April 8,
2007 starting
at 1:30 p.m.

at Christ Lu-
theran
Church in
Fort Dodge.

cial representa- waukee, WI. He and his wife af
tive with the or- tend Good Shepherd Luthera
ganization’s Greater lowa Re- Church in Fort Dodge.
gional Financial Office. Emery "We see Glen as a valuab
offers area Lutherans comprehen-addition to our office’s field
sive financial strategies, personalstaff,” said Tom Hendricks, man
customer service, and a wideaging partner of the Greater low
range of financial products. His Regional Financial Office. “We
office is located at 1002 f4Ave. look forward to the energy an
N in Fort Dodge. dedication Glen will bring to the
Before becoming a financial team. He will play a key role ir
representative, Emery worked asour mission of serving our mem
a recruiter for Thrivent’'s Greater bers’ financial needs."
lowa Regional Financial Office.

This year’s theme iSCome to
the Living Waters.Faith Lutheran
is in charge of the program. Guest
speaker will be Tyler Sandstrom.
Fulton Lutheran is in charge of
closing devotions.

Hope to see everyone there.

amendments to the Countrysidedistributed and read. President

Ministry Agreement. Daisy had suggested these letters
The audit committee for the of clarification.

were distributed, read and Countryside Ministry Financial Dorothy Nahnsen moved to

approved. Records, Doug Hill, John elect the following slate of
On the financial report two Samuelson, and Amy Walrod, officers:

corrections were noted and hasn’tyet met. Loretta Daisy, President,

changed because of monthlyNeW BuSsiness: Steve Julius, Vice President,

calculations. Dorothy Nahnsen A letter fr.om Bishop Last Greg Moe, Secretary

made a motion to accept the Seconded by Greg Carlson.

report as amended. Robertarequestlng an |nV|tat|qn to review Motion carried.
our lay ministry was introduced.

(Continued from page 1)
Council Minutes

Claussen seconded. Motion . . Future meetings are
: Richard Silvey so moved and ,
carried. Greq Carlson seconded. Passed scheduled as follows:
9 ' ‘May 5, 2008

Old Business: Rod Meyer’'s continuing
The Pleasant Valley Stepheneducation fund was discussed.
- : : November 3, 2008
Ministry Grant was discussed Greg Carlson made a motion to
; : ) February 2, 2009
and since no leader was evercontinue with the current rules. All meetinas are at 7:00 p.m. at
found the grant will be advertised Seconded by Steve Julius, theZion 9 0 pm.
again. motion carried. 'I.'he meeting adjourned with
The church directory was A letter from Pastor Davis the Lord's Pra Sr )
sent back to the printer for regarding Rod Meyer's absence yer.
corrections and printing. from the joint worship service
The Council wishes to thank was distributed and read. A
all of the individual letter from Rod Meyer regarding
congregations for passing thethe same absence was also

September 15, 2008

For the Mission,
Greg Moe, secretary




ALSTUy apisAnmo)

Countryside Phone Numbers:

Countryside Ministry Office .............eeeeveeeaeee.. 352-3645
Rev. Jim Davis OffiCe v, 352-3932
Home ......ccmmveeennee......352-5261
Rod Meyer OffiCe ovveeiiiiiiiiiieeiis 846-6277
Home ......ccmmeeennnee...... 354-5224
Rev. Wahlgren OffiCe vt 352-3645
Home ......ccmmreeennee......352-5245
Cindy Youngquist, Office........cccccvuriueeaarnn. 352-3612
Stephen Ministry Home .....ccoviiiiiiieee, 352-3798
Countryside E-mail Addresses:
Countryside Office: ........cccceveiiiinns Ziavg @wccta.net
Rev. JIm DaviS:.....ccooovvveeviiiieiieea elca506@wccta.net
ROd MeYer: ... dnoeyer@lvcta.com
Cindy Youngquist:.................. stephencoop@taik.com

Countryside Worship Times

Calvary, Barnum...........ccoooeeeevvnnnnes e 10:30 a.m.
Ea::h, Hsrccl)urt ................................................ ggg a.m. Remember The Alzhe|mer’s Support Group

Ulton, ROEIYN ....vvvviveieecee e vmeeee e 15 a.m.
Trinity, BoXhoIM .....cccovviiieiiie e 10:30 a.m. meets on the _IaSt W_ednes_day of each month
UCC/Cong., Moorland............c..c.c...... couwmm.... 8:00 @.M. the Gowrie Senior Suites at 1:00 p.m.
ZiON, GOWFIE ...eeiiiriiie et 10:30 a.m. April’'s meeting will be on the 30th.

also, 1st and Saturdays, 5:00 p.m.
FUSION.....ooo i Wednesday80 p.m. _ - _
at 11\@@rket Street, Gowrie Countryside Ministry website:

8 www.countrysidecoop.org



