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“My joy is gone, grief is like one of the prevalent JimW. Carlson --------------- Zion
upon me, my heart is sick.” emotions | have experienced theRoberta Clausen ----------- Trinity
These words are the beginning ofpast months, or maybe evgnlLoretta Daisy--------------- Fulton
a poem in the 8 chapter of vyears, has been grief. It hgsMarc Greenfield ------------- Faith
Jeremiah in  which Jeremiah weighed heavily upon my heait Steve Julius---------------- Calvary
mourns for his people. The for some time. Greg Moe ------------------- Fulton
poem is a powerful expression of | am certain the long wintef Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith
his grief for his nation and and gray spring have somethirigJoyce Silvey ---------- UCC/Cong.
people. If you have not read it, to do with how | feel. | would| Richard Silvey ------- UCC/Cong.
why not take a moment now to imagine that the ten funeral/ Amy Walrod -------------- Calvary
read it? It is just a few short memorial services | have
verses (Jeremiah 8:18-22). conducted in the past three

| am certain that Jeremiah’s (Continued on page 3)

Mother’'s Day—May 11

It is patient and forgiving
when all others are forsaking,
And it never fails or falters
even though the heart is
breaking . . .

It believes beyond believing
when the world around
condemns,

And it glows with all the beauty

Mother's Day is Sunday,
May 11. Do something nice for
your mother on her special day
and show her that you appreciate
her. The following is a poem by
Helen Steiner Rice in celebration
of all mothers.

A Mother's Love

It is far beyond defining,
it defies all explanation,
And it still remains a secret

A Mother's love is something
that no on can explain,
It is made of deep devotion
and of sacrifice and pain, A many splendoured miracle
It is endless and unselfish man cannot understand
and enduring come what may  And another wondrous evidency
For nothing can destroy it of God's tender guiding hand.

of the rarest, brightest gems . . |

like the mysteries of creation . .|

Countryside Ministry
Executive Committee

Loretta Daisy----------- President
Steve Julius------- Vice-president
Greg Moe --------------- Secretary
Sandy Thoma ---------- Treasurer

Rev. Jim Davis
Administrative Pastor

NEED A VISIT?

A4

or take that love away . . .

If you or anyone you know
could use a pastoral visit, please
contact the

Hospital Country-
Visitation side office
EQ at 352-3645

@

. so a visit
can be
scheduled.




truly feel this device saved my life. Without it,
may have gone into shock and passed out. It would
have been hours before neighbors or relatives real-
ized | wasn’'t answering my phone or door.

STEPHEN MINISTRY my home and took me to the nearest hospital. |

® Every day, Lifeline helps thousar_—
of people live more independent, act | ]
A Loved One Eases Her Caregiver's Worries  lives at home. No matter what yc J
health concerns or special needs, ycu .

In our society it seems the parents stayrfibind  always be in close touch with people who care. For
the children move away. Mom and Dad want to sta a little more than a dollar a day, Life-
in the community they know, where they feel com line's professional staff is ready to get
fortable. For those children who have moved as it & You the assistance you need.

a worry when their parents begin to age. Lifelime

sometimes exactly what Mom & Dad might need I have spoken with several people
Below is a ladies story in her own words of livingwho have said, “Oh | don’'t need something like
alone and life-line. that,” I've also heard, “I get a call from my nelgir

| am a 73 year-old woman who lives alonsuft  every day and they check on me. You know what?
fer from diabetes, high blood pressure, and | heave People are busy and things can change and that
history of falls. | thought as long as | was sgemy neighbor might take off for an appointment or end
doctor regularly and taking all of my medicatiokeli up ill themselves. You simply can not depend on
I’'m supposed to, that this was all | needed tordort  others to check on you. If you need more informa-
der to stay on top of things. My son and his Vife  tion please call me or call Trinity Hospital; thenyl
30 miles away, and | know all of my neighbors, ye give you all the information you need. | am pretty
I've been reluctant to depend on anyone to help nsure you know others who use Lifeline. The only
with my problems, since | feel | can manage juséfi reason | have included this in my article this nfont
on my own. My son had addressed his concertis because | love you and | want you to be safe in
about my safety with me. | assured him that | wayour home.
fine on my own. He said that it was great thaglt f
fine with it, but that this didn’t stop his constamor- My cell phone number is 351-0886. You can call at
rying about all the “what ifs.” any time or phone the church office, 352-3612.

He talked me into having Lifeline installed my
home, and said that he would pay for the monthl The Lord says, "Those who love me, | will delivkr;
monitoring. | only had the unit for a few months will protect those who know my name. When they
when it helped me out during a terrible situation. call me, | will answer them; | will be with them in
got quite dizzy one day, along with being shaky an trouble, | will rescue them and honor them." Psalm
light-headed. | made my way into my living room, 91:14-15
using the walls for support. Feeling very weakidd
to make it to the couch so that | could rest. Wifo Cindy Youngquist, Countryside Ministries Stephemistry
nately, | never made it, because | tripped on a ri Leade_r ~'Bear one another’s burdens...and so fulfill thevla
(remember how | wrote not long ago about getting ri¢ ©f Christ”  GALATIANS 6:2
of those RUGS7and fell to the floor. | landed hard Remember: The Alzheimer's

on my left leg, and severe pain began immediatély.
was unable to get to my feet, nor could | cramthe SUIF;E?UVS:J?]ZE dn;)e/eotfseogcahe

phone. _ _

It was then that | remembered | was wearing month at the Gowrie Senior
“help” button pendant around my neck. From jus Suites at 1:00 p.m.
pressing the button, | began to calm down, and n May’s meeting will be on the
panic subsided. A few minutes later, EMTs arrite@d 28th.
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(Continued from page 1) king. Jonathan grieves for age” (Matthew 28:20). It comforts
Pastor's Message David, his friend. Job grieves for me to know that even though my

months his family. Ecclesiastes grieves heart may be burdened with grief,
and the over the vanity of life. Even Chyrist is with me, in the breath |
three | Jesus is deeply grieved over hi:preathe, in the beating of my heart
already fate. Grief, in its many forms, is jn every fiber of my being. While it
h a v e part of what it means to be may seem like Christ is far away,

scheduled human. ~ that | have been forsaken, | trust that
for July are factors. | also know  When I find myself caught in Christ is in me as | am in him. This

that death is not the only sourcethe throes of grief, | long for just gift of presence provides comfort
of my grief. There is the grief a bit of comfort, a ray of hope. for my troubled soul.

that comes from watching people While comfort and hope are  The second place I turn is to the
age and decline in health; often difficult to Revelation to John. In

witnessing and experiencing find, one of the| “Remember,|am |ihe final chapter of

broken relationships; and places | turn to is| with you always, to|Revelation, John s

experiencing the gradual declinescripture. It is in| the end of the age”|given a vision of a new
of a rural culture that is such anthis sacred word heaven and a new earth.

important part of who | am. | that | am reminded God declares, “See, |
imagine many of you are even of God’s promises. am making all things
better acquainted with these  One of the places | turn to is new” (Revelation 21:5). God
forms of grief than I. the end of the Gospel accordin¢ promises that all of creation will be

The Bible is filled with grief. to Matthew. According to transformed. All things will be
The Lord grieves over the Matthew, Jesus’ final words are,made new. This promise of a
brokenness of his Creation.“Remember, | am with YOU transformed creation provides me

Samuel grieves over Saul, hisalways, to the end of the (Continued on page 5)

based on the verse from PsalmYou offer friendship to every heart;
28:7 which states:
) In a world longing for peace,
+ , You offer hope.
L #$1%&!'(
Yet, we are so stubborn and

The Na- Please use this prayer as you resistant.
tional Day of celebrate on May 1. Have mercy upon us, Lord.
.| Prayer is a da . L :
2\ des)i/gnated gy 2008 Prayer for our Nation Our nation is at a crossroads this
AW - year;
9 t(l;l(()enUpétseSd %tratae”s Holy Father, in a world where so  we look to you to be our strength
§ LS Am gr N i many are hungry, and shield.
Pray Without Ceasing AMETICANS ho You have given us food in abun-
come  together dance; Please give us the guidance to elect

and pray in their own way. It is

held on the first Thursday in May. |4 3 world where so many are  and to respond to the wisdom from
The 57th Annual National Day hurting, above

of Prayer will be celebrated on vygy offer to bind up our wounds; so that our hope may be renewed
Thursday, May 1, 2008. “Prayer! and our blessings be treasured.
America’'s Strength and Shield” is  In a world where so many are

the event theme for 2008 and is lonely, In God's holy name. Amen.

one who will honor you
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ANOTHER LOOK AT STEWARDSHIP

There has been much debate for centuries over tA@other caution is also in order. It is a falseio
meaning of the woralominion but this much is that we have what we have because we deserve it,

clear: because we have earned it by our own intelligence
Humanity has the highest place in the creand hard work. “But remember the Lord your God,
ated order. Ps. 8 for it is he who gives you the power to get

A delegation of authority occurs here as Godvealth” (Deut. 8). As the American “self-made
the creator transfers some authority over thg1an,” we tend to ignore the multitude of compli-
creation to human beings. Ps. 8 cated factors that account for one person achieving
There is not a transfer of ownership. Godvealth and power, while others do not.
the creator is still God the owner.
We are accountable to God for how we exercise olfather than taking credit for my wealth, my wealth
dominion. As children of God, and in our lives ofought to make me ponder why God has chosen to so
discipleship to Jesus, we are asked to be gted- bless me. Rather than focusing my life on amassing
ards. From scripture we learn thatstewardis not ~9great wealth that dramatically exceeds my needs, |
the owner. Second, thetewardhas a position of Ought to focus my life on USing the wealth that God
high authority in the household of the owner and i§as entrusted to me to help those who have less.
given great responsibility. Third, tistewardcares
for the possessions of the owrﬂdodthe benefit We should celebrate the fact that God has named us
of other people who depend on the owner for theftewards. To be a steward is to be in a placégdf h
well-being (Gen. 43, 44). Thetewardhas the re- €steem and responsibility. To be God'’s stewadl is
sponsibility to care for the owner’s possessions iRrivilege like few others. We should also celeerat
such a way that the owner’s assets prosper. brotH:he fact that our creator God promises to be with u
words, we are accountable for the possessions wiffhen we go out in God's name. We can know that
which God has entrusted us, so that his kingdorﬁOd has already provided us with all the resources
prospers and flourishes. As disciples of Jesus, wi#e need to accomplish the mission to which He has
are to work for the benefit of others, living ingoe, ~ called us.
practicing distributive justice, and showing kind-
ness by helping those in need. In short, we are fPmetimes a congregation acts as if God is a God

live lives of compassion and to love our neighbor§f scarcity rather than a God of abundance. Some-
(Matt. 25). times congregations lack a vision of what they are

called to do in God’s name because they don'’t think

But a caution is in order. Contrary to our culturatheéy have the resources to accomplish anything.
language that suggests that we are the owners @¢metimes congregations congratulate themselves
that which is under our control, we need to underif the budget for the coming year is smaller thiae t
stand that e\/er}ﬂhingek)ngs to God. If we under- bUdget for the current year. (Sound famlllal’f))ISTh

stand this, then our faith will influence how weSort of behavior is likely an insult to God. God
make use of all calls us to great and wonderful things. God pro-

that God has en- Vides us generously with the resources we need to
trusted to us. A do what God calls us to do. Let's celebrate this.
o 7 false sense of
; ) ownership will The goal of our stewardship ministry should be to
make a true help God’'s people grow in their relationship with
sense of stew- Jesus through the use of the time, abilities, and f
ardship impossi- hances God has entrusted to them. We have quite a
ble. ways to go, haven't we?




We have several wonderful omg out with old friends or makin

portunities coming up for
youth.

WIYLDE 2008 will be here
before you know it. WIYLDE will .
the Hip Hop Stage.
be held on July 12-17, 2008 at LU: Orﬁ’e th'iong isgfor sure. Sonshi
ther College in Decorah. Cost f% '
the week is $200. Registration bgﬁ

gins on February 1 and closes Onurch office know if you are plan
June 1 or when the maximum ang to attend. Approximate cost

reached. WIYLDE is sponsored b§st20 which -includes your ful

ounew ones. Maybe it is the sk

sports arena stage. Maybe it
Main Stage, Stage 2, HM Stage

the three lowa Synods of the ELC, ent  pass, transpor_tat|on, a
0Qd. (We camp out in tents fqg

and supported through the SenSﬁoo ing.)

Vocation Program at Luther Col- ging.

lege. Let the church office know if Jesus+Justice+Jazz: The Na
you plan on attending. tional Youth Gathering will be in

For the 27th year in a row, trt]fée summer of 2009. This seer

Sonshine Music Festivalwill be \?vorkin to earn our wav. So if vo
held in Willmar, Minnesota on Jul 9 Y- y

¥re interested in going to the N

17-19, 2008, and will be nothin )
short of a lifetime memory! Wha&onal Youth Gathering and haven

could be better than the best in tﬁ

Christian music world—in On(gFease do so as soon as possi
place—for three days!? Good o'c will be many opportunitie

question! Maybe it is 20,000 pegO™iNg up for you to earn part ¢

park, the kids’ ministry or the nev |

poken to Pastor Jim about it y¢

R Have
fyou ever
fwondered
Z [f what it
| feels like to
' be behind
: 4 bars or how
oou can make a difference to
someone who has made a terrible
h@istake in their life? Join the

D08 is for you!! Please let th&ountryside Ministry’s Prison

Ministry and get a small sample of
ithe feeling.

I Our regularly scheduled visit is
nyednesday, May 14. We leave
from Zion at 5:45 p.m. but will
make arrangements to pick people
up in Moorland or Harcourt or
'meet them in the prison parking
lot.

1S Anyone wishing to be included

o0 far off, but we need to staf this outreach ministry please call

ithe Countryside Ministry office by
?Thursday, May 8 to reserve a spot
br to ask questions about the visit.
L, Join us and see how you can
DiBake a difference in the life of

Ssomeone behind bars.
Dr

0_
ple you will worship with each da;a}” of the money to pay your way .
or a personal encounter with the

One we worship. Maybe it is hang-

(Continued from page 3)
Pastor’'s Message

with hope for the future. It reminds

help you get addicted just as V
are. If you are not sure abo
where to start call Cheryl Rajg
mussen, Cindy Youngquist, d
Colleen Palmer and ask us to hg

SCRAPBOOK Our next
awvs scrapbooking
> day is fast ap-
proaching.
We will be
meeting on you out.
Saturday, May Nothing will be sold at this
3 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at event so bring your own supplie
Zion. Anyone is welcome to (We do, however, trade and shg
come and join our club. Bring supplies, tools, and ideas.) Plesg
your friends too. Come for an call the church office (352-3645
hour or two or come for the whole before Saturday so we can hal
day. enough tables set up for everyor
If you have never done any-You are also encouraged to bril
thing like this before and would a snack to share and your oV
like to start but just don’t know beverage.
how to begin, we would love to

me that although all things pass
away, God is constantly in the
process of creating anew, that the
future lies open before us.

These gifts of presence and
promise do not take away the deep
grief | experience, but they provide
me with the comfort and hope |
need to continue my journey until
that day when “Death will be no
more; mourning and crying and
pain will be no
more...” (Revelation 21:4).

May you be blessed with
comfort and hope through the gifts
of Christ's presence and God’s
promise.




There are nearly 4,500 lo
children in foster care because tf
own families are in crisis and
able to provide for their esse
well-being. These children requ
safe, stable and nurturing envirg
ments to live in until they can eith
safely reunite with their parents
establish other lifelong family rel
tionships.  Lutheran Services
lowa is part of this effort in low
and is a partner in lowa KidsN
lowa’s statewide collaboration
agencies responsible for the recr

o

lamilies.
jial LSI and lowa KidsNet wou

giving them the love and supp

age others to consider becom
doster families and not only give
Hhemselves, but experience w|
(dhey might receive in return.

Liit-

ment and retention of foster gmbes for children in your comm

adoptive parents.

lowa KidsNet is dedicated
the safety and permanency of c
dren and families and provides

cruitment, training, licensing an#l.800.243.0756 or

support to current and potential f

nity, call 1.888.4LSIOWA or vis
toww.Isiowa.org. For more info
fbecoming a foster parent,

hiewakidsnet.com.

ter and adoptive families. The u

ti-

tthey need. We would also encour-

To learn more about what |

ihation on lowa KidsNet, or abdut
g
visit  wwy

FreeRice

yaate goal is to create permanent
\eonnections between children afgeeRice is a sister site of the world

poverty site, Poverty.com.
d

fike to thank those who are or hg¥eeRice has two goals:
Dbheen foster families for welcomin
d¢inese children into your homes §

Provide English vocabulary to
everyone for free.

Help end world hunger by provid-
ing rice to hungry people for free.

.ral
DIt

ing
of  This is made possible by the
Fsonsors who advertise on this site.
Whether you are CEO of a large
Bbrporation or a street child in a poor
Leountry, improving your vocabulary
fcan improve your life. It is a great
[thvestment in yourself.
Perhaps even greater is the in-
alestment your donated rice makes in
Maungry human beings, enabling them
to function and be productive. Some-
where in the world, a person is eating

rice that you helped provide.

Now, before | get too far down
the track... here's what freerice.com
is. It's a little computer game in-
vented by Bloomington, Indiana pro-
grammer John Breen. Breen was
thinking of ways to help his son ex-
pand his vocabulary and study for his
SAT's. But, as a quiet-spoken fellow
with a social conscience, Breen didn't
let it end at that. So, voila! ‘freerice’
was born.

You log on to the site http://
freerice.com/ and the game begins by
offering you a word, and then four
definitions. If you pick the correct
definition 20 grains of rice are do-
nated to the UN's World Food Pro-
gram. In the six months the game has
been up and running, enough rice to
feed one million people for a day has
been donated. The game costs noth-
ing to play, and all the rice is paid for
by the websites’ advertisers. So why
not play today!!!




Deuteronomy 31:6 Isaiah 40:31

Be strong and courageous! Do not Those who hope in the Lord will re-
fear or tremble _before them, fo_r the new their strength. They will soar on
Lord your God is the one who is go wings like eagles; they will run and
ing with you. He will not fail you  not grow weary, they will walk and
or abandon you!” not be faint.
Joshua 1:9 Jeremiah 29:11
o Be strong and brave! Don'’t be
_ Graduation is one of the MOStafraid and don't panic, for I, the  “For | know the plans | have for you,'
significant transitions a person Lord your God, am with you in all  declares the Lord, "plans to prosper’

Wl” make n h|S or hel’ ||fe It yOU dO. you and not to harm you’ plans to give
marks the end of an era and thePsalm 119:105 you hope and a future."

beginning of a new life-stage full Thy word is alamp unto my feet,  phjlippians 1:6

of hope and wonder. This makesand a light unto my path. For | am sure of this very thing, that

it the perfect time to remind our Psalm 139:16 the one who began a good work in

graduates of some fitting bible \:]cgurg%ebs Sz:llvthmeeo\ll;hznolta\ll\;arieigsff you will perfect it until the day of
verses. Use these bible verses tcs w ' y ! ' Christ Jesus.

. : me were recorded in your scroll be- colossians 1:10
challenge you to remain faithful - - olossians 1.
o Chris% y fore one of them came into exis- e pray...that you may live a life
' t:nce. bs 35,6 worthy of the Lord and may please

: roverps s:o- him in every way; bearing fruit in
Numbers 6:24-26 : : y way; 9
The Lord bIeSS yOU and keep you_ Trust in the LOI‘d W|th a” your heal’t, every good Work’ and growing in the
the Lord make His face shine upo’n and do not rely on your own under- knowledge of God.

: standing. In all your ways acknowl-

you and be gracious to you; the Lord

turn His face toward you and give  c0ge Nim. and he will directyour congratulations to  all  our

you peace. paths. graduates!!!

Today | wheel chairs. They suggestedYou know what else | can safely

went and this could be a GREAT activity predict? | predict that at that

visited for some of our youth to take on point, we will want time, atten-

several as a special caring project. Buttion, and patience from young

Senior theywould be pleased if any agepeople.

Citizens at volunteer wants to help.

the hospi- So let's do something about this

tal, nurs- If God allows us to live long now! What do you say? Let's
ing home, and in their residences.enough, we too will be senior treat seniors today in the same
The purpose of the visits was justcitizens one day. There's noway we will want to be treated as
to say "Hello" and check up on doubt that our lives can be satis-seniors in the future. Let's spend
them. After some friendly con- fying and thrilling as seniors; time with them. Let's patiently
versation, | prayed with them and however, there also will be some show genuine interest when they
left. challenges: at times our bodiesshare stories about "the good old

will ache. We will miss having a days" and their grandchildren.

God really laid something on my house full of family that we love. Let's hug their necks and hold
heart today about Senior Citi- We will no longer be considered their hands. Why? Because it
zens: we younger folks need to"cool" (in the eyes of some) and blesses them, and it will bless us.
lovingly give them more time we will no longer be in leader-
and attention. This is somethingship positions. We will no If you are interested in helping
I've always known, but today | longer wear clothes that are please call your church office or
was reminded of it. The Gowrie viewed as "in" by the younger kindly give me a call: Cindy
Care Center has requested voluncrowd. We will struggle with Youngquist, 515-352-3612 or
teers to come out on nice days towalking up steps, hearing the cell, 515-351-0886.
push people around the yard intelevision, and driving our cars.




ALSTUy apisAnmo)

Countryside Phone Numbers:

Countryside Ministry Office .............eeeeveeeaeee.. 352-3645
Rev. Jim Davis OffiCe v, 352-3932

Home ......ccmmveeennee......352-5261
Rod Meyer OffiCe ovveeiiiiiiiiiieeiis 846-6277

Home ......comeereee.......354-5224

Rev. Wahlgren Office v a2 352-3645
Home ......ccmmreeennee......352-5245
Cindy Youngquist, Office........cccccvuriueeaarnn. 352-3612
Stephen Ministry Home .....ccoviiiiiiieee, 352-3798
Countryside E-mail Addresses:
Countryside Office: ........cccceveiiiinns Ziavg @wccta.net
Rev. JIm DaviS:.....ccooovvveeviiiieiieea elca506@wccta.net
ROd MeYer: ... dnoeyer@lvcta.com
Cindy Youngquist:.................. stephencoop@iait.com

Countryside Worship Times

Calvary, Barnum...........ccoooeeeevvnnnnes e 10:30 a.m.
Faith, Harcourt.........c.oooveeeeeiiiiiiiimmiieeeeee 9:00 a.m.
Fulton, ROEIYN ... 9:15 a.m.
Trinity, BoXholm .......ccooociiiiiiieeeeeeeee e 10:30 a.m.
UCC/Cong., Moorland...........ccccevveeeeees cmmmmmnnns 8:00 a.m.
ZioN, GOWHIE .....evvieeee ettt 10:30 a.m.
also, 1st and Saturdays, 5:00 p.m.
FUSION.....ooo i Wednesday80 p.m.

at 11darket Street, Gowrie

Countryside Ministry website:
www.countrysidecoop.org



