
      You are 
invited to join 
the congrega-
tions of the 
Count rys ide 
Ministry for a 
joint worship 
experience on 

Sunday, July 20.  Three services 
will be provided for your 
convenience. 
      There will be a service 
outside the South Lodge at 
Dolliver Park beginning at 11:00 
a.m. (if it rains we will move 
inside).  Calvary Presbyterian 
Church will host a potluck dinner 

following the worship.  The park 
is a beautiful setting in which to 
offer God our thanks and praise.  
Please bring lawn chairs and 
quilts or blankets for seating.  
Also, please bring a dish to pass 
and your own table service. 
       There will also be services at 
Faith at 9:00 a.m. and at Zion at 
9:30 a.m. with fellowship coffees 
following.  Both sanctuaries are 
air-conditioned.  These will be 
the only services offered in the 
C o u n t r y s i d e  M i n i s t r y 
congregations on July 20.   
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Calvary, Barnum; Faith, Harcourt; Fulton, Roelyn; Trinity, Boxholm; UCC/Congregational, Moorland; Zion, Gowrie 

Countryside Ministry 
Council 

 
Marie Bengston ------------Trinity 
Greg Carlson ------------------Zion 
Jim W. Carlson ---------------Zion 
Roberta Clausen -----------Trinity 
Loretta Daisy --------------- Fulton 
Marc Greenfield ------------- Faith 
Steve Julius ----------------Calvary 
Greg Moe ------------------- Fulton 
Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith 
Joyce Silvey ----------UCC/Cong. 
Richard Silvey -------UCC/Cong. 
Amy Walrod --------------Calvary 
 
 
 

Countryside Ministry 
Executive Committee 

 
Loretta Daisy ----------- President 
Steve Julius -------Vice-president 
Greg Moe --------------- Secretary 
Sandy Thoma ---------- Treasurer 
Rev. Jim Davis
 ------------ Administrative Pastor 

NEED A VISIT? 
       If you or anyone you know 
could use a pastoral visit, please 

contact the 
C o u n t r y -
side office 
at 352-3645 
so a visit 
can be 
scheduled. 
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A Message from Pastor Jim— 
 
Thus the heavens and the earth 
were finished, and all their 
multitude. 2And on the seventh 
day God finished the work that 
he had done, and he rested on 
the seventh day from all the work 
that he had done. 3So God 
blessed the seventh day and 
hallowed it, because on it God 
rested from all the work that he 
had done in creation. – Genesis 
2:1-3 
 

May has been a month filled 

with a frenzy of activity.  A late 
spring has caused farmers to be 
even more frantic than usual 
about spring work, Mother’s 
D a y ,  g r a d u a t i o n s ,  t h e 
culmination of much of our 
educational programming, 
numerous special youth events, 
finals for students, yard and 
garden work and many other 
activities may leave many of us 
feeling like we are operating at a 
breakneck pace.  Most evenings I 
am numb with exhaustion before 
I drop off to sleep. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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      The Stephen Ministry program is designed to re-
spond to the needs of someone hurting.  Stephen Min-
istry is grounded in the command of Jesus:  “Love 
one another.”  Through a one-to-one caring relation-
ship, those who are hurting receive the love and care 
they need to support them. 
      We are so very fortunate to have the Stephen Min-
istry program working in our communities.  These 
people are quiet, confidential caregivers.  We are fin-
ishing our fifth year and we have helped many people; 
I receive cards and letters of thanks quite often.   
      A Stephen Minister is a trained lay minister who 
provides confidential, Christian, one-to-one care to 
those in need, both within our congregations and the 
communities at large.  Some of the needs may be 
grief, hospitalization, divorce, loneliness, being a 
shut-in, or feeling shut-out.  All of us grieve at some 
time in our lives.  Grief is a process, a series of ac-
tions and gradual changes that one progresses 
through.  The grieving process involves forward 
movement—going from one emotion, one level, one 
day to the next. 
      An excerpt from Leo Buscaglia's "Bus 9 to Para-
dise", says it best:  "…[B]ut nothing is forever.  In re-
ality we never lose the people we love.  They become 
immortal through us.  They continue to live in our 
hearts and minds.  They participate in our every act, 
idea and decision.  No one will ever replace them, and 
in spite of the pain, we are richer for all the years in-
vested in them.  Because of them, we have so much 
more to bring to our present relationships and all 
those to come."  
      There comes a point in grief– and it varies with 
each person– when the magnitude of the loss finally 
sinks in.  Your loved one really did die.  He or she is 
not coming back.  This is a time when you may be 
feeling very bad.  But the fact that you feel that way 
isn’t all bad– because it means that you are feeling.  
Let the reality of your loss sink in, as painful as that 
may be.  You can only heal what you feel.  Experienc-

ing the feelings your loss has stirred up is one step 
toward healing.   
      Another important step in healing is remember 
that the Stephen Ministry is available and we have 
people that want to help walk those steps along side 
you so you don’t have to hurt alone.   
 
      If you are interested in learning more about the 
Stephen Ministry program please call me.  I have 

begun to place signs like the 
one to the left in various 
places.  They are YOUR in-
vitation to join our next 
class.  If you are interested 
in becoming a minister call 
me today so we can talk 
about it further.  The classes 

will begin on Monday, September 8th at 7:00 p.m.   
This is for both men and women.    
      Stephen Ministers receive 50 hours of training 
in Christian care-giving skills.  This training deals 
with listening skills, feelings, assertiveness and 
boundaries, and other specialized topics like using 
prayer and other Christian resources, and how to 
minister to someone experiencing grief, divorce, a 
terminal illness, and more.   
      The care is confidential; no one knows who sees 
whom other than Pastor Jim and the Stephen Minis-
try Coordinator.   
      I encourage you to take the class for yourself, 
and if at the end of training you are not interested in 
being assigned a care receiver you none will be 
given you, yet the training that you will receive will 
be very useful in your own day to day life.  Please 
pray about this and then give me a call so we can 
talk about your being a part of this next class.   
 
      Our ministers serve the communities of Gowrie, 
Callender, Harcourt, Boxholm, Roelyn, Moorland, 
and Barnum.   Call Cindy Youngquist today:  office, 
515-352-3612 or cell, 515-351-0886. 
 
Cindy Youngquist, Countryside’s Stephen Ministry Leader  ~ 

“Bear one another’s burdens...and so fulfill the law of 
Christ.” GALATIANS 6:2  

Become a Stephen Minister  
Classes start September 8, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. 

Remember:  The Alzheimer’s Support 
Group meets on the last Wednesday of each 
month at the Gowrie Senior Suites beginning 

at 1:00 p.m.  June’s meeting will be on the 
25th and July’s will be on the 30th. 



(Continued from page 1) 

Pastor’s Message 

While the activities that lead 
to my weariness are all good – 
work, celebrations, family and 
community events – there are 
times when I long for just a few 
moments of peace and quiet, a 
few moments of rest and 
relaxation that don’t come after a 
m i n d - n u m b i n g 
day.  A Sabbath. 

When God 
finished creating, 
he took a day to 
rest and enjoy the 
fruits of his labor, a day to rest 
and relax.  It was a day that 
would be blessed because it was 

a day of rest. 
I have a stone turtle sitting on 

my desk.  A friend gave it to me 
after he returned from a trip to 
Africa.  He said that he wanted to 
remind me that it was the turtle, 
not the hare, that won the race.  
He wanted to encourage me to 
make certain that I took time to 
rest  and appreciate the 
blessedness of life. 

I look forward to summer.  
While summer has its own 
busyness, I know there will be 
those days when I will simply 
rest and enjoy the blessedness of 

life – days of 
Sabbath.  I look 
forward to vacation 
and the opportunity 
to spend time with 
my family without 

the daily busyness that often 
dictates the pace of our lives.  I 
look forward to the opportunity 

to sit down with a good book and 
lose myself in it.  And, I look 
forward to the opportunity to join 
others in worship in places where 
I can be a participant instead of 
leader.  These will be Sabbath 
moments for me, moments to 
appreciate the blessedness of life 
and to be renewed. 

I encourage you to take those 
days of Sabbath in your own 
lives, days of rest when you can 
appreciate the blessedness of life 
and be renewed. 
      May you be blessed with 
many Sabbath moments this 
summer. 

A Poem by Helen Steiner Rice 
 

Fathers Are Wonderful People 
Fathers are wonderful people  

too little understood,  
And we do not sing their praises  

as often as we should...  
 

For, somehow, Father seems to be  
the man who pays the bills,  

While Mother binds up little hurts  
and nurses all our ills...  

 
And Father struggles daily  
to live up to "his image"  

As protector and provider  
and "hero of the scrimmage"...  

 
And perhaps that is the reason  
we sometimes get the notion  
That Fathers are not subject  
to the thing we call emotion,  

 
 
 

But if you look inside Dad's heart,  
where no one else can see,  
You'll find he's sentimental  
and as "soft" as he can be...  

 
But he's too busy every day  
in the gruelling race of life,  

He leaves the sentimental stuff  
to his partner and his wife...  

 
But Fathers are just wonderful  

in a million different ways,  
And they merit loving compliments  

and accolades of praise,  
 

For the only reason Dad aspires  
to fortune and success  

Is to make the family proud of him  
and to bring them happiness...  

 
And like Our Heavenly Father,  

he's a guardian and a guide,  
Someone that we can count on  

to be always on our side.  
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I long for just a few 
moments of peace 

and quiet. 
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NOTICE: This is a combi-
nation June/July newsletter.  
Therefore, there will not be 

a newsletter next month.  
Please make a mental note 

of this. 



Jesus speaks a lot about money and possessions.  
Many Biblical scholars have observed that Jesus 
talks more about money and possessions than about 
any other topic except the kingdom of God itself.  
Jesus talks about money and possessions more than 
about prayer, more than forgiveness, more even 
than his own death. 
 
The letters of the New Testament also contain an 
amazing amount of material about money and pos-
sessions.  From “God loves a cheerful giver” in 2 
Corinthians. 9 to “ . . . the love of money is a root of 
all kinds of evil” in 1 Tim. 6, there are many more 
references to money and possessions in the letters 
than most would expect. 
 
The reason for this is obvious:  Jesus and his fol-
lowers are acutely aware that there is an intimate 
connection between faith and finances, a connection 
that can either threaten faith or strengthen faith. 
 
The New Testament is convinced that the more 
money and possessions a person has, the greater the 
threat.  Also, having money and possessions places 
on a person the duty to use these to alleviate the 
needs of those who have little money and few pos-
sessions.  So why is the New Testament so con-
cerned about money and possessions?  Because Je-
sus wants your heart; he wants to be in a close rela-
tionship with you and have your heart turned to-
ward him.  Jesus and others in the New Testament 
see money and possessions as threats because they 

can turn 
one’s heart 
away from 
Jesus.  
 
We need 
to dispel 
the false 
notion that 
we are not 
r i c h .  
There are 

many people in our society who are rich beyond 
most people’s ability to comprehend.  It is tempting 
to compare yourself with one of the incredibly rich, 
and then conclude that you are not really wealthy.  
This is a mistake!  You are wealthy by any stan-
dards.  I am wealthy, and so are you.  Scripture that 
speaks about the dangers of wealth is speaking to 
us.  These are the dangers we face every day as we 
strive to live as disciples of Jesus.  Jesus said, “You 
cannot serve God and wealth” but we try to do both.   
 
However, we need to recognize that Jesus says there 
is a problem here.  The problem is the impossibility 
of serving two masters.  Jesus’ words are radical: 
“You will either hate the one and love the other, or 
be devoted to the one and despise the other” (Matt. 
6).  Not much middle ground.  Jesus doesn’t leave 
us much “wiggle room.”  What “just makes sense” 
to us, causes Jesus to say “that won’t work.”  Try as 
you will, you just can’t serve both.   
 
Jesus is fearful.  He doesn’t want his disciples wan-
dering away from him.  Jesus doesn’t want wealth 
to become the object of trust that causes one of his 
beloved to stop trusting in him.  This is the bottom 
line.  Jesus wants your trust.  He knows that if you 
try to trust your wealth and him, you are in an im-
possible situation.  Your trust will go one way or 
the other.  You can’t do both, and he doesn’t want 
to risk losing you.   
 
So what are we going to do?  How will we make 
this very hard decision?  More importantly, even if 
we make the hard decision to choose to trust in Je-
sus over trusting in our wealth, how do we remain 
committed and faithful to our decision?  First, we 
must be deadly serious both about making the deci-
sion and making the commitment.  Then, a prayer-
ful conversation with God is in order.  Together, 
you can do it.  Alone, you will perpetuate your im-
possible situation, trying to both please God and 
please wealth.  Can’t be done!  Make a choice; 
make the commitment.  You will be blessed.           

Why Does Jesus Focus on  
Money & Possessions?��
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      H a v e 
you ever 
wondered 
what it 
feels like to 
be behind 
bars or how 

you can make a difference to 
someone who has made a terrible 
mistake in their life?  Join the 
Countryside Ministry’s Prison 
Ministry and get a small sample of 
the feeling.   
      June’s visit will be on the 11th 
and July’s visit will be on the 9th.  
We leave from Zion at 5:45 p.m. 
but will make arrangements to 
pick people up in Moorland or 
Harcourt or meet them in the 
prison parking lot. 
      Anyone wishing to be included 
in this outreach ministry please call 
the Countryside Ministry office by 
the Thursday prior to the visit to re-
serve a spot or to ask questions 
about the visit.   
      Join us and see how you can 
make a difference in the life of 
someone behind bars. 
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      We have several wonderful op-
portunities coming up for our 
youth. 
 
      WIYLDE 2008 will be here 
before you know it.  WIYLDE will 
be held on July 12-17, 2008 at Lu-
ther College in Decorah.  Cost for 
the week is $200.  Registration be-
gins on February 1 and closes on 
June 1 or when the maximum is 
reached.  WIYLDE is sponsored by 
the three Iowa Synods of the ELCA 
and supported through the Sense of 
Vocation Program at Luther Col-
lege.  Let the church office know if 
you plan on attending. 
 
      For the 27th consecutive year, 
the Sonshine Music Festival will 
be held in Willmar, Minnesota.  
Scheduled for July 17-19, 2008, it 
will be nothing short of a lifetime 
memory!  What could be better 
than the best in the Christian music 
world—in one place—for three 
days!?  Good question!  Maybe it is 
20,000 people with whom you will 
worship each day or a personal en-

counter with the One we worship.  
Maybe it is hanging out with old 
friends or making new ones.  
Maybe it is the skate park, the kids’ 
ministry or the new sports arena 
stage.  Maybe it is Main Stage, 
Stage 2, HM Stage or the Hip Hop 
Stage. 
      One thing is for sure, Sonshine 
2008 is for you!!  Please let the 
church office know if you are plan-
ning to attend.  Approximate cost is 
$120 which includes your full 
event pass, transportation, and 
food.  (We camp out in tents for 
lodging.) 
 
      Jesus+Justice+Jazz: The Na-
tional Youth Gathering will be in 
the summer of 2009.  This seems 
so far off, but we need to start 
working to earn our way.  So if you 
are interested in going to the Na-
tional Youth Gathering and haven’t 
spoken to Pastor Jim about it yet, 
please do so as soon as possible.  
There will be many opportunities 
coming up for you to earn part or 
all of the money to pay your way . 

      Our next 
scrapbooking 
day is fast ap-
p r o a c h i n g .  
We will be 
meeting next 
on Saturday, 

June 21, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00  
p.m. at Zion.  Anyone is welcome 
to come and join our club.  Bring 
your friends too.  Come for an 
hour or two or come for the whole 
day. 
        If you have any questions 
about our scrapbooking club 
please call Cheryl Rasmussen, 
Cindy Youngquist, or Colleen 
Palmer.  

       Nothing will be sold at this 
event so bring your own supplies.  
(We do, however, trade and share 
supplies, tools, and ideas.)  Please 
call the church office (352-3645) 
by Friday, June 20, so we can 
have enough tables set up for eve-
ryone.  You are also encouraged 
to bring a snack to share and your 
own bev-
erage. 
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ITS THAT TIME 
OF YEAR  

 
It's that time of the year 

for the red white and blue 
They stand for freedom 

in all you say and do 
 

Show off those colors 
for all the world to see 
Fly them proudly over  
the air the land and sea 

 
We celebrate the birth 
of our blessed country 

It surely is indeed 
the land of the free 

 
HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY!!  
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      Western Iowa Synodical 
Women's Organization's 21st Con-
vention is coming up on June 28, 
2008, at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
in Cherokee, Iowa.  The theme this 
year is “Come to the Waters.”  We 
will have singing, worship, fellow-
ship, Bible study, a great inspirational 
speaker, and business and elections.  
Come and join us for the day!  Get 
your registrations in now!  Cost is 
$35 until June 15 and $40 after June 
15.  Registration includes your meal, 
two coffees, speakers, insurance, and 
materials.  If you have questions, con-
tact Marge Dykstra at 712-568-3347.  
For a registration form, stop by the 
church office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      We need some people who would 
be willing to sell the extra Country-
side Cookbooks we have at the Great 
Iowa Tractor Ride on June 24th.   We 
have permission to sell our book at 
the Gowrie City Park on that day.  
We would need people to be there 
from 10:00 a.m. to approximately 
2:30 p.m.  We have several boxes left 
and this would be a great opportunity 
for us to sell them.  Please call Cheryl 
at 352-3645 if you are willing to help.  

�
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      Thank you to Pastor Jim and 
Pastor Wahlgren for their visits to 
me at Villa Care and for their 
prayers for Catherine and me.  The 
calls, cards, etc. from our brothers 
and sisters in Christ were much ap-
preciated.  Thank you all. 
 

—Vern Chalstrom 

Fulton, Calvary, & UCC                                                Dates and time to be announced 
Will be held at Fulton.   
Theme:   
For more information please contact Pastor Jim (352-3645). 
 
Trinity                           June 9-13, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. 
Will be held at Trinity, sponsored by Trinity & Methodist Churches of Pilot Mound and Boxholm. 
Theme:  “God’s Big Back Yard” 
For more information please call Trinity Lutheran (846-6277). 
 
Zion                              July 28-31, ages 4 & 5, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m.,  
                                      1st-6th grade, 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
At United Methodist Church in Gowrie. 
Theme:  “By Faith”  Hebrews 11:1. 
For more information please contact Jen Carlson (352-3222). 
 
All Countryside children are encouraged to attend one or all of the Vacation Bible 
Schools.  Please call in advance and pre-register at the location your child(ren) will 
attend. 
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Countryside Ministry website: 
www.countrysidecoop.org 

Countryside Worship Times 
Calvary, Barnum ................................................10:30 a.m. 
Faith, Harcourt .....................................................9:00 a.m. 
Fulton, Roelyn .....................................................9:15 a.m. 
Trinity, Boxholm ...............................................10:30 a.m. 
UCC/Cong., Moorland .........................................8:00 a.m. 
Zion, Gowrie ......................................................10:30 a.m. 
                                 also, 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 5:00 p.m. 
FUSION ........................................Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. 
                                            at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie 

 

Countryside Phone Numbers: 
Countryside Ministry Office .................................352-3645 
Rev. Jim Davis          Office .................................352-3932 
                                  Home .................................352-5261 
Rod Meyer                Office .................................846-6277 
                                  Home .................................354-5224 
Rev. Wahlgren          Office .................................352-3645 
                                  Home .................................352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist,    Office .................................352-3612 
Stephen Ministry       Home .................................352-3798 
 
Countryside E-mail Addresses: 
Countryside Office: .......................... ziongowr@wccta.net 
Rev. Jim Davis: ....................................elca506@wccta.net 
Rod Meyer: ...................................... rodmeyer@lvcta.com 
Cindy Youngquist: .................. stephencoop@hotmail.com 
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REMEMBER:   
Father’s Day is June 15! 


