
       Have you wanted to make a 
difference in others’ lives?  Have 
you wanted to reach out to those 
who are experiencing life’s 
challenges but felt hesitant? 
Stephen Ministry is a Christ-
centered program at the 
Countryside Ministry that 
prepares people to provide 
person-to-person Christian care 
giving.  The fifty hours of 
training for Stephen Ministers is 
provided locally and nearly 
everyone who completes the 

training says, “You know, 
sometimes I think I am getting 
just as much as my care-receiver 
is from this relationship.” 
        Why not consider making 
the commitment to be a part of 
our next Stephen Ministry class 
to begin in September?  Classes 
will be on Monday evenings at 
7:00 p.m.  I am certain that after 
completing the training you will 
agree that you have developed  
personal spiritual growth  You 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Calvary, Barnum; Faith, Harcourt; Fulton, Roelyn; Trinity, Boxholm; UCC/Congregational, Moorland; Zion, Gowrie 

Countryside Ministry 
Council 

 
Marie Bengston ------------Trinity 
Greg Carlson ------------------Zion 
Jim W. Carlson ---------------Zion 
Roberta Clausen -----------Trinity 
Loretta Daisy --------------- Fulton 
Marc Greenfield ------------- Faith 
Steve Julius ----------------Calvary 
Greg Moe ------------------- Fulton 
Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith 
Joyce Silvey ----------UCC/Cong. 
Richard Silvey -------UCC/Cong. 
Amy Walrod --------------Calvary 
 
 
 

Countryside Ministry 
Executive Committee 

 
Loretta Daisy ----------- President 
Steve Julius -------Vice-president 
Greg Moe --------------- Secretary 
Sandy Thoma ---------- Treasurer 
Rev. Jim Davis
 ------------ Administrative Pastor 

NEED A VISIT? 
       If you or anyone you know 
could use a pastoral visit, please 

contact the 
C o u n t r y -
side office 
at 352-3645 
so a visit 
can be 
scheduled. 

TRAINING  CLASS TO BEGIN  

A Message from Pastor Jim— 
 
      Tyler Rasmussen recently 
spoke during worship at Zion and 
Dolliver Park about how his call 
to ministry occurred and what 
that means for him today.  He did 
an excellent job!  He is a very 
gifted and passionate young man 
who has freely shared his gifts 
with Zion, the congregations of 
Countryside Ministry, the 
community at Iowa State 
University and now the 
community at Lutheran School 
of Theology in Chicago.  What 
an incredible gift to the church 
and world! 
      Tyler’s faith journey began in 
the waters of baptism as he was 

claimed as a beloved child of 
God, continued in a family for 
whom faith is central in their 
understanding of who they are, 
and was nurtured and supported 
by the ministry that happened in 
and through Zion Lutheran 
Church and the congregations of 
Countryside Ministry.  All of 
these were essential for preparing 
the soil of his heart to hear God’s 
call into ordained ministry. 
       W h i l e  f a m i l y  a n d 
congregational life were critical 
for preparing the soil of Tyler’s 
heart, it was through the ministry 
of the wider church that Tyler 
heard God’s call.  WIYLDE 
(Wholly Iowa Youth Leadership 

(Continued on page 3) 
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      He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their 
wounds.   Psalm 147:3 
 
      Are you hurt and brokenhearted?  Have you been 
wounded by someone or something?  There is only 
one true Healer, and it is Almighty God.  However, 
one of the ways the Lord heals us is through others.  
In John 13:34, Jesus commands the body of believers 
to, Love one another; as I have loved you, that you 
also love one another. 
 
      The Stephen Ministry exists to provide those go-
ing through a crisis with someone who can come 
alongside them be there to listen, encourage, pray and 
talk. 
 
      The types of needs that are met by the ministry 
include bereavement, hospitalization, terminal illness, 
separation or divorce, unemployment, relocation, and 
others.  Anyone facing a crisis or just experiencing 
difficult times is welcome to call the church and will 
be referred to a Stephen Minister.  Stephen Ministers, 
however, are not qualified to diagnose or give you 
professional advice, nor are they there to fix your 
problems.  They are simply there to be there for you 
and give you biblical guidance.  Oftentimes, a person 
in crisis will be set up with a Stephen Minister who 
has gone through similar circumstances and may un-
derstand what that person is going through and serve 
as proof that our gracious Lord will get you through 
it!  We do not work with anyone under age and it is 
not always BAD, SAD or terrible things, we also be-
friend new people to the community or someone who 
just feels lonely and would like to be included. 
 
      Galatians 6:2 instructs us to, bear one another’s 
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.  You can be-
come a Stephen Minister by talking to Cindy and tak-
ing the training course.  Stephen Ministry Training 
will equip you to show God’s mercy, care and com-

passion to another who is hurting.  As a Stephen 
Minister you will stand alongside your care receiver 
and pray for, listen to, and help him or her work 
through crises. 
 
      Pastor always reminds me to tell the class that 
your church encourages you to take the class and 
then at the end of the course if you do not want to 
take on a care receiver you should not feel like you 
have to, sometimes people have taken the class and 
just use what they have learned in their own day to 
day living.  Look at the gifts God has given you and 
consider whether those gifts might best be put to use 
as a Stephen Minister. 
 
Can you answer yes to the following questions? 

· Are you full of faith and can you ex-
press your faith? 

· Are you trustworthy? 
· Can you keep a confidence? 
· Can you relate to others nonjudgmen-

tally? 
· Do you have the time and the desire 

for training and service? 
· Are you willing to participate faith-

fully in supervision? 
· Are you willing to be a caregiver? 

 
      If you answered yes to the above you may have 
the gifts necessary to be a Stephen Minister.  A new 
class will be starting in September.  (See the article 
on p. 1)  If you feel God calling you to this ministry 
please talk to Cindy today: 352-3612 or cell 351-
0886 or talk to your pastor. 
 
 

Cindy Youngquist, 
Countryside’s Stephen Ministry Leader 

“Bear one another’s burdens...and so fulfill the law of 
Christ.”      GALATIANS 6:2  

Is God Calling you? 

Remember:  The Alzheimer’s Support 
Group meets on the last Wednesday of 
each month at the Gowrie Senior Suites 

beginning at 1:00 p.m.  August’s meeting 
will be on the 27th. 



(Continued from page 1) 

Pastor’s Message 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Event) was where 
Tyler’s sense of 
call began to 
c o a l e s c e .  
WIYLDE is an 
e x c e p t i o n a l 

opportunity for youth to gather 
with other youth and adults from 
throughout the state to consider 
how God is calling them to use 
their gifts in daily life.  We have 
sent many youth to WIYLDE 
over the past seven years – youth 
who have benefited from a 
powerful ministry that we can 
only provide by working together 
as the wider church. 
      While the ministry we do in 
our families and congregations is 
critical in planting the seeds of 
faith, faithfully tending fertile 
soil and caring for tender shoots, 
we also need the ministry of the 
wider church.  The majority of 
pastors and leaders in our 
congregations report that Bible 
camp or another event hosted by 
t h e  w i d e r  ch u rc h  w as 

instrumental in leading them 
deeper into a life of faith. 
      Nick Lehman is another 
example of the importance of the 
ministry of the wider church. 
      MAD (Music, Arts and 
Drama), a camp hosted by the 
Presbyterian Church, was 
instrumental in Nick Lehman’s 
faith development.  The 
relationships with adults and 
peers who took their faith 
seriously and the call to use his 
unique gifts in an exciting form 
of ministry were crucial in Nick’s 
understanding of his call to 
ministry with youth. 
      Nick and Lindy have been an 
incredible gift to the faith 
community not only as they 
minister to the youth of our 
congregations, but also as they 
embody the love of Christ for 
you th  who  have  never 
experienced a Christ-like love.  
They continue to touch the lives 
of youth in the name of Christ as 
they model what God is calling 
us to be. 
      This summer we will have 
sent youth to Bible camp, 

WIYLDE and SonShine Festival.  
This fall and winter we will send 
youth to numerous Junior High 
and Senior High youth events 
hosted by the Synod, colleges of 
the church and other Christian 
organizations.  We have youth 
serving on the board of the 
Western Iowa Synod Lutheran 
Youth Organization and in other 
positions of leadership in our 
congregations. 
      Tyler, Nick and Lindy are 
just a few examples of how the 
ministry we are able to do 
together as a wider church can 
call our youth into lives of deeper 
faith and service and ensure that 
we continue to be blessed with 
leaders in our congregations who 
are committed to reaching others 
with the love of Christ. 
      Please join me in praying for 
these ministries of the church, 
encouraging your children, 
grandchildren and the youth of 
our congregations to attend these 
events and providing financial 
support so no one is denied these 
life-changing opportunities. 
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      Jesus and the writers of the New Testament de-
mand the just sharing of resources.  It is the duty of 
those who are wealthy to give generously of their 
wealth to those who are in conditions of physical 
need.  Since God owns everything, since we manag-
ers of what God has entrusted to us, and since that 
management exists for the benefit of others, then it 
stands to reason that God has blessed the wealthy 
with material things, not so that they may hoard 
these things for themselves, but rather use that 
wealth to benefit those who have material needs.   
      The duty of the wealthy to take action to allevi-
ate the suffering of the poor, the widows and or-
phans is a prominent theme of the Old Testament, 
also.  And this theme continues in the New Testa-
ment.  Jesus’ parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus 
(Luke 16) certainly contains strong words regarding 
the consequences of ignoring the needs of the poor 
in this life.  Jesus’ parable of the Sheep and the 
Goats (Matt. 25) also stresses the duty to care for 
those in need.  Caring seemed to be a way of life, 
since those who cared for the poor weren’t even 
aware that in doing so they had been caring for Je-
sus.  Living a life of generosity was simply how 
they lived. 
      In the book of Acts it becomes clear that divest-
ing of wealth so that all might have the necessities 
became common practice (Acts 2, 4).  In 2 Cor. 8, 
Paul, appealing to the Corinthian Christians, speaks 
of  “…a fair balance between your present abun-
dance and their need.” 
      Through all of these passages the theme of 
Christian duty to give generously toward the needs 
of others emerges.  What also emerges is the idea 
that this is not to be a burden, but rather a conse-
quence of the fact that some may have more than 
they need, while others have less than they need.  
Generosity is the natural consequence of abun-
dance.  When this generosity does not exist, then it 
is a perversion of God’s intention, and comes under 
attack, whether from the prophets or Jesus. 
      It is in generosity that we may find a way to 
deal successfully with the threat of money and pos-
sessions.  Perhaps the most effective way to break 
the power of money is to give it away – to give it 

away generously.  In giving money away gener-
ously, we are making a bold statement to ourselves 
and others that we are not serving money, that we 
have not believed its lies to us about the security it 
offers.  In giving money away generously, espe-
cially to Jesus’ work through the church, we are 
saying we won’t try to serve God and wealth.  
Rather, we will use the wealth that God has en-
trusted to us for God’s work. 
       We can help win the battle against the threat of 
wealth by recognizing the duty of wealth, and give 
generously to those in need.  It is hard to imagine 
anyone successfully handling the threat of money 
and possessions without being a generous giver.  To 
cling to one’s possessions, giving a pittance of 
one’s income (for ELCA Lutherans, it’s about 
1.9%) to Christ’s church, seems certainly to indicate 
one who has not broken the hold of the master 
called wealth.   
       The New Testament gets to the truth of under-
standing stewardship ministry as helping people 
grow in their relationship with Jesus, that wealth 
poses a huge threat to a person’s relationship with 
Jesus.  The threat is that wealth beckons us to trust 
in it for our security, rather than trusting in Jesus.  
We often want to have it both ways, trying to trust 
in Jesus for things spiritual and wealth for things 
material.  Jesus says we can’t have it both ways.  He 
says we can’t serve God and wealth. 
        The New Testament also offers us a way to 
start overcoming this threat—through generous giv-
ing.  It tells us that giving of one’s wealth to help 
others who are in need is the duty of a child of God.  
This duty can become a way of life.  Generous giv-
ing can break the power of wealth.  By giving 
money away gener-
ously we put money 
in its proper place, 
and place our trust 
with the only one 
ultimately worthy of 
that trust, our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  Duty 
calls!  You will be 
blessed.   

THE DUTY OF BEING WEALTHY:  
THAT’S US! WE HAVE MORE IN COMMON WITH THE RICH OF OUR COUNTRY  THAN WE 

DO WITH THE AVERAGE PERSON OF A THIRD-WORLD COUNTRY ��
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      Jesus+Justice+Jazz: The Na-
tional Youth Gathering will be in 
the summer of 2009.  This seems so 
far off, but we need to start working 
to earn our way.  So if you are in-
terested in going to the National 
Youth Gathering and haven’t spo-
ken to Pastor Jim about it yet, 

please do so as soon as possible.  
There will be many opportunities 
coming up for you to earn part or 
all of the money to pay your way. 
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Thank you to every-
one who helped to 
support the Pancake 
Brunch!  We appre-
ciate your encour-
agement in working 
with the communi-
ties’ youth.  —the 
FUSION Team. 

The pictures below are from the FUSION 
Pancake Brunch and Sonshine Festival.   
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Have you 
ever won-
dered what it 
feels like to 
be behind 
bars?  Would 
you like to 
know how 

you can make a difference to some-
one who has made a terrible mistake 
in their life?  Join the Countryside 
Ministry’s Prison Ministry and find 
your answer to these questions.   
      August’s visit will be on the 
13th.  We leave from Zion around 
5:45 p.m. but will make arrange-
ments to pick people up in Moorland 
or Harcourt or meet them in the 
prison parking lot. 
      Anyone wishing to be included in 
this outreach ministry please call the 
Countryside Ministry office by the 
Thursday prior to the visit to reserve 
a spot or to ask questions about the 
visit.   
      Join us and see how you can 
make a difference in the life of 
someone behind bars. 
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      Our next scrapbooking 
day is fast approaching.  
We will be meeting next on 
Saturday, August 2, from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00  p.m. at 
Zion.  Anyone is welcome 

to come and join our club.  Bring your friends, 
too.  Come for an hour or two or for the whole 
day. 
       If you have any questions about our scrap-
booking club please call Cheryl Rasmussen, 
Cindy Youngquist, or Colleen Palmer.  
      Nothing will be sold at this event so bring 
your own supplies.  (We do, however, trade and 
share supplies, tools, and ideas.)  Please call the 
church office (352-3645) by Friday, August 1, 
so we can have enough tables set up for every-
one.  Bring your own lunch and beverage. 

HAVE YOU 
SEEN GOD 
LATELY? 
TELL ME 

ABOUT IT! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Training Class 
will make new friends and acquaintances and will 
be a blessing for the Pastor and our Countryside 
Ministry.  
        If you have any questions about Stephen 
Ministry or the upcoming class, please give me a 
call at 352-3612 (office) or 351-0886 (cell). 
 

—Cindy Youngquist 
Stephen Ministry Coordinator 

 
On behalf of my family I would like 
to extend our sincerest appreciation 
for the outpouring of the many cards, 
calls, visits, and prayers at the loss of 

our mother, Betty Albright.  How wonderful it is 
when you are hurting for your spiritual family to 
reach out with their hugs and well wishes.  Again, 
thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
 

—Cindy Youngquist 

      Thank you to all our 
Countryside Vacation Bi-
ble School volunteers!  
Your help is greatly ap-
preciated by all the staff, 
councils, and congrega-
tional members of the 

Countryside Ministry.  Your willingness to serve enabled 
our children to grow deeper into their Christian faith 
through the bible stories, crafts, music and games you pro-
vided for them.  Again, thank you!!!! 
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Countryside Ministry website: 
www.countrysidecoop.org 

Countryside Worship Times 
Calvary, Barnum ................................................10:30 a.m. 
Faith, Harcourt ...................................................10:30 a.m. 
Fulton, Roelyn .....................................................9:15 a.m. 
Trinity, Boxholm .................................................9:00 a.m. 
UCC/Cong., Moorland .........................................8:00 a.m. 
Zion, Gowrie ......................................................10:30 a.m. 
                                 also, 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 5:00 p.m. 
FUSION ........................................Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. 
                                            at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie 

 

Countryside Phone Numbers: 
Countryside Ministry Office .................................352-3645 
Rev. Jim Davis          Office .................................352-3932 
                                  Home .................................352-5261 
Rod Meyer                Office .................................846-6277 
                                  Home .................................354-5224 
Rev. Wahlgren          Office .................................352-3645 
                                  Home .................................352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist,    Office .................................352-3612 
Stephen Ministry       Home .................................352-3798 
 
Countryside E-mail Addresses: 
Countryside Office: .......................... ziongowr@wccta.net 
Rev. Jim Davis: ....................................elca506@wccta.net 
Rod Meyer: ...................................... rodmeyer@lvcta.com 
Cindy Youngquist: .................. stephencoop@hotmail.com 
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If you have an article or picture that you would like 
to submit for the Countryside Ministry newsletter, 
please send them to the Countryside office and we 
will try to put them in as time and space permit. 
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