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Education was simpler in thg
past. Youth ministry seems t

The past several months Ihaye consisted of teaching Bibl
have been struggling with the stories and catechism to childre
direction our youth programming \who came from intact familieg
needs to take. We have had ayho generally attended worshi
number of conversations as atogether. Typically, the fathe
council. A group of people \orked outside the home whil
involved in and concerned aboutine mother worked in the hom
youth ministry met in June 10 and volunteered her time and
share their joys and concernsgifts through civic and church
about youth ministry.  And, qrganizations. Faith was pass
recently, Ann Albert, Carla on through the parents in the

A Message from Pastor Jim—

r
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Councill
b Marie Bengston ------------ Trinity
D Jim W. Carlson --------------- Zion
e Roberta Clausen ----------- Trinity
nLoretta Daisy--------------- Fulton
Marc Greenfield ------------- Faith
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b Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith
e Joyce Silvey ---------- UCC/Cong.
Richard Silvey ------- UCC/Cong.
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pdAmy Walrod -------------- Calvary

Kamp and Pat
committed themselves to servingihe ministry of congregations,

Education Rrogram. Together,_Leagues provided high schog

youth.

| often wonder if Christian

(Continued on page 3)

Join us for an opportunity to Sunday, October 5. Registratign
meet people who are committedwill be from 12:30 — 1:30 p.m. a}

Peterson homes and then enriched through
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Rev. Jim Davis
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to touching the lives of others in Reynolds Park. The walk wil
the name of Jesus, enjoy astartat1:30 p.m.

NEED A VISIT?

pleasant stroll and make a Last year, more than 3,800
difference in feeding hungry local food banks and pantries
people. received checks totaling nearl

The Annual Webster County $4 million!

CROP CROP WALK helps suppor
WALK  the overall ministry of Churc
will be  World Service, especially th
held on grass-roots, hunger-fightin

(Continued on page 3)

development efforts of partner ‘

If you or anyone you know
could use a pastoral visit, please
contact the
Country-
side office
at 352-3645
SO a visit
can be
scheduled.




STEPHEN  MINISTRY

®

Is God Calling you?

This is an exciting time for our communities ane th
Countryside Ministry as we are once again about 1
kick off a new Sunday Church School year and 8ur 4
year of Stephen Ministry training classes are alout
begin.

The Stephen Series both multiplies the amount f ce
ing ministry that goes on in our communities and-co
gregations and deepens the level of participatipn
lay people in the healing ministry of Jesus Christ.

| would like you to keep me and our congregations i
your thoughts and prayers as we prepare for this m
jor step toward another year of lay caring ministry

The training to be a Stephen Minister will begin or
Monday September8at 7:00 p.m. in the basement of
Zion Lutheran Church.

Stephen Ministers are compassionate, trustworth
skilled, and full of faith. Most importantly, Steen
Ministers do not share confidences; they keephairt
care giving to themselves. They never talk ablosit t
care giving relationships. They are a great grofip
people and | am very proud of them all. It is a&tu
ministry.

| will share a little Proverb riddle with you, sée/ou
know the answer.

Proverbs Riddle

| am big,
| am small.
Sometimes | have many pieces,
sometimes one piece is for all.

| can live for a
very long time,
And | can die in
a very short time.

| am a chameleon, a virus,
a lion, a snake, a fox.
Sometimes | am your friend,
but mostly I am not.

The more widely | am spread,
The less likely that | will be dead.
When written about on paper,
| am widely read.

| am often regarded as truth,
though | am not.
Whenever | am talked about,
it makes people stop.

Sometimes | move slowly,
sometimes | move fast.
No matter what the speed,
| can usually outlast.

Though | am important
in how | am cast,
| often change from
the first to the last.

Often my course moves
from mouth to ear,
And often to the source
| am like a spear.

What am 1?

Cindy Youngquist,

Countryside’s Stephen Ministry Leader
“Bear one another’s burdens...and so fulfill theviaf

Christ.”  GALATIANS 6:2

Remember: The Alzheimer’s Support
Group meets on the last Wednesday of
each month at the Gowrie Senior Suites
beginning at 1:00 p.m. August’s meeting

will be on the 27th.

The answer to the Proverbs riddle:

(dissoo,




(Continued from page 1) nurture the faith of children who pray for and support parents who

Pastor’'s Message are hardly ever there. Finally, are attempting to pass on the faith
socialization. youth are overwhelmed with to their children, use the limited

message . " T .
from the & Maybe | have it opportunities for socialization number of adults we have to

pastor

wrong. Maybe it that are often much more alluring work with small groups of
wasn't at all like than a church youth group. children who show the greatest
that. My earliest Maybe | also have this promise and pray for the great
memories come wrong, but it doesn’'t seem so.numbers of youth who will not

. from the late '60’s This is the context in which we have the opportunity to
and early '70’s, eras in which our have been called to do youthexperience the blessings of a
culture was dramatically ministry today. vibrant faith.
changing. How do you The world has changed. My heart is troubled for our
remember it? While | am certain that it has youth, for us and for the wider
Today, a large percentage ofalways been challenging to passculture.
youth in our communities and on the faith, it is hard to imagine If your heart is also troubled,
churches come from broken andgreater challenges than the onesonsider getting involved in the
blended families; this creates confronting us today. youth ministry of our
unigue challenges for When families are no longer congregation. Live in a way that
congregations. Visitation incubators for faith, when the will provide a witness to your
arrangements often mean youthpool of those who are willing to children and/or grandchildren of
are only able to participate in our commit their time and energy to the importance of faith in your
Christian Education program a working with youth has become a life, volunteer to teach (we only
portion of the time. The majority mere puddle and when the have about half the teachers we
of families no longer regularly concerns of the world choke outneed for Sunday School),
worship together. Both parents opportunities for worship and volunteer to serve in any number
often work full time outside the education, what does it mean forof ways that will support our
home leaving little time or energy us to do youth ministry, to pass efforts to pass on the faith, share
to support civic and religious on the faith to the next your ideas with the Christian
organizations.  Faith is rarely generation? Education Coordinators and, at
passed on in the home, placing Idon’t know. Do you? the very least, pray for the youth
more pressure on churches to  Maybe the best we can do isand for us.

(Continued from page 1)

Crop Walk

The qld man s'tood at the center Bllllwas slllent' as he Ioo_ked q agencies in more than 80 countries.
of the bridge staring out over the at the river with his brow raised. CROP WALK helps provide tools
water. It was sunset, and his gaze The old man noticed the pt

. ) . . . of hope that empower people to
was fixed on some distant point. zled expression on Bill's face a b ’ Peop

meet their own needs. From seeds

As BiIll passed.by, thfr old ”man said, “!nspiration. It's eve"ry- and tools to wells and water

turned and smiled. “Look,” he where—just look around you,” h systems, to nutrition-enhancing

Sa'd“' N said, .h's arm sweeping the horiz Moringa trees, to technical training
“What is |t’7 Bill _asked. Bill looked to the water agal 5,4 micro-enterprise loans, the key
A trellis!” exclaimed the old And. as he fo.cused on its currg g people working together to

man. an idea for jump-starting a néjensify their strengths, needs and
“What do you mean?” work project began to take shg

development priorities.
If you would like to join our
group or receive more information,

“For my wife’s roses,” the old in his mind.
man explained as he looked toward  Bill shook his head ar

the horizon. “I'll use those pieces smiled—the old man was right. please contact the Cooperative
of old scrap iron. It will be a work office by September 29
of art.” —Robert K. Coope '




DISCIPLESHIP LEADS TO
INTENTIONAL AND REGULAR GIVING

Generous giving steward be intentional in giving. To quote Paug, w
is a key to re- should give “as we have made up our mind” (2 Cor.
sponding posi- 9). We might be intentional without the pledgedcar
tively to the or form, but it would be more difficult. The disci
threat posed by pline of the card helps us to be intentional in our
wealth. Gener- giving. Itis a gift to us. To be intentional giving
osity is one of means to develop a plan and then to live by the
the values of plan.
good steward-
ship. But there Another stewardship value is regular giving. To be
are other traits regular in your giving means to establish a pattern
of a biblical giver. Developing these traits shbul in your giving, and to follow that pattern. Pauit®
be the goal of all Christian stewards. Since tie m it this way in 1 Cor. 16, “On the first day of eyer
sion of stewardship ministry is to help people growveek, each of you is to put aside and save whatever
in their relationship with Jesus through their stewextra you earn, so that collections need not bertak
ardship, then it stands to reason that the goauof when | come.” Paul’s prescribed regular pattem fo
congregation’s stewardship ministry should be tgiving is each week. In biblical times, the common
lift up these traits and encourage all members tpractice was for workers to receive income at the
conform their stewardship to them. Another way te@nd of each day.
think about these traits is to think of them as the
values of stewardship, values by which we shoul@®ur system of compensation is very different.
strive to live . Some people are paid once a week, others twice a
month, others only once each month. Retired peo-
Being intentional in our giving means developing gle might receive a Social Security check at the be
plan for our giving and then following through. Inginning of the month, and a pension check some
2 Cor. 9, Paul writes, “The point is this: the oneother time. If they are fortunate, they may have i
who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, anel thcome from other investments.
one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully
Each of you must give as you have made up youn our day, to be regular in giving means that when
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion.” If youever you receive income, and however you receive
are to give as you have made up your mind, themcome, you give according to your predetermined
you have to have made up your mind. To be interplan. Obviously, there is a strong connection be-
tional means to make up your mind, to develop &wveen intentional giving and regular giving. To be
plan for giving, and then to “walk the walk” as youintentional means that you develop a plan for your
turn that plan into action. giving. To be regular means that you follow that
plan, according to your own specific way of receiv-
If you arrive at worship with no plan for giving@n ing income.
give something that might or might not be available
in your wallet or purse, your giving is not inten-One thing is clear. Our discipleship to Jesusdead
tional. us to intentional and regular giving in our steward
ship of those material blessings that God has en-
In our congregation we use pledge cards or formsusted to us. It is a pattern we are called timfo
for givers to indicate the amount they plan to giveXou will be blessed.
in the coming year. They are intended to help each




Hope Lives! All Countryside
Youth in grades 6-8 are invited
attend Wartburg College’s Jun

vember 1, 2008.

The day will begin with regi
tration at 9:30 a.m. and includg
mix of large and small group acti
ties, lunch, a college tour, faith tg
with Wartburg students, and a cl
ing worship. The event will 4
completed no later than 4:45 p.m

There is no cost for the evq
If you would like to attend, plea
let the Countryside office know |
October 15 so we can make
rangements for enough transpo
tion.

ConFEST '08

Confirmation students get
chance to meet Bishop Michg
Last on Wednesday, October
from 6-8:30 p.m. at First Luther{
Church in Algona.

WIS Jr. High Youth Gathering:

The sixth annual Junior Hi
Youth Gathering for the Westg
lowa Synod is just around the ¢
ner.

Last year we had several yo
attend from the Countryside Min
try and we would love to have

phe summer of 2009. This seems
pfar off, but we need to start workipfd

sidering attending this event.
5-  This gathering is open to &
Gountryside Ministry students
¥th, 8th, and 9th gradesit will be
hkeld on November 7 & 8 at the Al
hsert Holiday Inn in Des Moines.

e If you are interested in attel
ing, please call the Countrys
Ministry office today for a registr
siion form, costs, and more inform
hiyon!

ar-

&S Sr. High Youth Gathering:

further details.

Jesus+Justice+Jazz:
ebnal Youth Gathering will be in

to earn our way. So if you are

good representation again this yeg,
We always hear many positip §
a@omments from them and hope |§
High Youth Event on Saturday, N@ur 7-9th grade students will cd

4 Have you

Hever won-

4| dered what it

| feels like to

| be  behind

d bars? Would

d you like to
know  how

you can make a difference to some-

igne who has made a terrible mistake

in their life? Join the Countryside

Ministry’s Prison Ministry and find

your answer to these questions.

hd- August’s visit will be on the

th. We leave from Zion around

[
Eg% p.m. but will make arrange-

&oents to pick people up in Moorland
or Harcourt or meet them in the
prison parking lot.

Anyone wishing to be included in

January 3 & 4, 2009. Watch {dRis outreach ministry please call the

Countryside Ministry office by the
Thursday prior to the visit to reserve

The Na#@ Spot or to ask questions about the

visit.

soJoin us and see how you can
ake a difference in the life of
gomeone behind bars.

Youth Gathering and haven't sy
gten to Pastor Jim about it y
mpiease do SO as soon as poss
bFhere will be many opportunitig
coming up for you to earn part
#th of the money to pay your way.
S_

terested in going to the Nationa

TCAT

Our scrap-
booking  club
will be meeting
next on Satur-
day, Sept. 20,
from 9:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m. at
Zion. Anyone is welcome to come
and join our club. Bring your friends,

0_
bt,
ble.
bS
or

% &

HAVE YOU
SEEN GOD
LATELY?
| TELL ME
4l ABOUT IT!

too. Come for an hour or two, or for
the whole day.

If you have any questions about
our scrapbooking club please call
Cheryl Rasmussen, Cindy
Youngquist, or Colleen Palmer.

Nothing will be sold at this event
so bring your own supplies. (We do
trade and share supplies, tools, and
ideas.) Bring your own lunch and
beverage.

Birthday

5
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Countryside Phone Numbers:

Countryside Ministry Office .............eeeeveeeaeee.. 352-3645
Rev. Jim Davis OffiCe v, 352-3932
Home ......ccmmveeennee......352-5261
Rod Meyer OffiCe ovveeiiiiiiiiiieeiis 846-6277
Home ......ccmmeeennnee...... 354-5224
Rev. Wahlgren OffiCe vt 352-3645
Home ......ccmmreeennee......352-5245
Cindy Youngquist, Office........cccccvuriueeaarnn. 352-3612
Stephen Ministry Home .....ccoviiiiiiieee, 352-3798
Countryside E-mail Addresses:
Countryside Office: ........cccceveiiiinns Ziavg @wccta.net
Rev. JIm DaviS:.....ccooovvveeviiiieiieea elca506@wccta.net
ROd MeYer: ... dnoeyer@lvcta.com
Cindy Youngquist:.................. stephencoop@taik.com

Countryside Worship Times

Calvary, Barnum...........ccoooeeeevvnnnnes e 10:30 a.m.
Faith, Harcourt.........ccoocvveeeieiiiiimmeeen 10:30 a.m.
Fulton, ROEIYN ... 9:15 a.m.
Trinity, Boxholm .........cooviiiiiiieeeee e, 9:00 a.m.
UCC/Cong., Moorland............cccccvvvvrrrs ... 8:00 @.m.
ZioN, GOWHIE .....evvieeee ettt 10:30 a.m.
also, 1st and Saturdays, 5:00 p.m.
FUSION.....ooo i Wednesday80 p.m.

at 11darket Street, Gowrie

REMINDER: The
Countryside Ministry
Council will meet at
Zion on Monday,
September 8 at
7:00 p.m.

Countryside Ministry website:
Www.countrysidecoop.org

If you have an article or picture that you woukkli
to submit for the Countryside Ministry newsletter,
please send them to the Countryside office and we

will try to put them in as time and space permit.




