
      Clergy Appreciation Month 
began in 1993 as a way to 
encourage congregations to show 
their appreciation, love and support 
for their pastor.  This affirmation 
can provide new life and energy for 
a pastor who may be dealing with 
burnout, disillusionment, frustration, 
isolation, or stress. 
      A story is told of a pastor who 
had written his resignation letter, 
ready to give to the council, when 
h e  w a s  s u r p r i s e d  b y  a 

congregational gathering to honor 
and support him.  He felt renewed in 
his call and was able to tear up the 
resignation letter.  Don’t let your 
appreciation go unexpressed! 
       There are many, many ways to 
e x p r e s s  a  c o n g r e g a t i o n ’ s 
appreciation for their pastor.   
 
Here are a few ideas to get your 
creativity going: 
� Compile a book of appreciation 

(Continued on page 3) 
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NEED A VISIT? 
       If you or anyone you know 
could use a pastoral visit, please 

contact the 
C o u n t r y -
side office 
at 352-3645 
so a visit 
can be 
scheduled. 
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A Message from Pastor Jim— 
 
      St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 
Rockwell City celebrated 100 
years of ministry this past 
weekend.  It was a delight to be 
able to attend the banquet on 
Saturday night, spend time with 
members of the congregation and 
hear the stories of former pastors 
and their families.  Even better 
was the opportunity to join the 
congregation for worship on 
Sunday morning as we lifted our 
voices in praise, heard God’s 
word and gathered at our Lord’s 
Table. 
      St. Paul’s will always hold a 
special place in my heart.  It was 
at St. Paul’s that water was 
poured water over my head as I 

was claimed for Christ in the 
name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.  It 
was at St. Paul’s that the seeds 
sown in my baptism were 
nurtured until they could send 
forth shoots of faith that held the 
promise of fruit that would 
enrich God’s kingdom.  It was at 
St. Paul’s that I was invited to 
publicly promise to follow Jesus.  
It was at St. Paul’s that Tami and 
I promised to be faithful to each 
other until death parts us.  It was 
at St. Paul’s that I was called and 
ordained into pastoral ministry.  
And, it was at St. Paul’s that my 
family has celebrated all the 
important events in our lives 

(Continued on page 3) 
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      The greatest need people have today is not for 
someone who will solve their problems for them, but 
rather for someone who will listen empathetically to 
the darkest and deepest wounds of their inner selves.  
We may feel as though we were useless and not par-
ticularly helpful to a friend in the midst of a crisis, 
and yet he or she will say in gratitude, "You were 
there when I needed you."  
 
      On Monday September 8th our Stephen Ministry 
class began.  What a wonderful night with 11 partici-
pants.  I was simply honored at the end of the evening 
when I heard comments like; “that was the fastest 2 
hours I have spent” and I am so very proud of every-
one who came and agreed to be trained as Stephen 
Ministers.  They have made a huge commitment and 
Pastor Davis stopped by at the end of class to wel-
come everyone and congratulate them for being a part 
of this ministry.  Our communities are fortunate to 
have people who are willing to give of their time and 
to make this a priority.  It is a calling and they have 
truly heard Jesus say to them; “Follow Me”.  The 
Lord has opened their hearts to the needs of suffering 
people and the Holy Spirit has led them to this class.  
Every year I hear from someone in the group, “I don’t 
know why I’m here, but Cindy has bugged me– so I 
came.”  This year I also heard, “It was like I was be-
ing kicked from behind and someone was saying, ‘You 
are going to do this!’”  
 
      It is hard to explain, but that is the calling I am 
talking about, when it is something beyond your con-
trol—something bigger than you is saying “You can 
do this.” 
 
      In the first class they learned about the Care-
giver’s Compass, which defines the character of a 
caregiver and guides their learning and caring.  The 
four points of the compass are four very important 
characteristics of caregivers:  compassion, filled with 

faith, skilled and trustworthy.  God uses caregivers 
with these characteristics to bring Christ’s healing 
and wholeness to others. 
 
      In the weeks to follow they will learn about 
Feelings: Yours, Mine and Ours.  In this class time 
the difference between sympathy and empathy is 
stressed and we learn about The Safe House. 
 
      Beginning with Session 3 and continuing each 
week thereafter, we have guest lecturers come and 
share their expertise on certain topics and tell of re-
sources available.  These resources include the 
Webster County Public Health program, Upper Des 
Moines Opportunity, Department of Human Ser-
vices, Family Foundation, Community and Family 
Resources, and many others for a total of 20 ses-
sions. 
 
      By the time these people are commissioned as 
Stephen Ministers they will have received a vast 
amount of material and information about resources 
and help available in our county and community. 
 
      Another very important thing they will learn is 
that we as the Stephen Ministers are only the 
CAREGIVERS… God is the CUREGIVER.  We 
are not trained counselors and we are not here to 
take the place of pastors.  We are only here to assist 
the pastor and the care-receiver when they need a 
friend in their life.  Say a prayer for this special 
group of trainees and if you see a class member, 
please thank him or her for doing this.   
 
 

Cindy Youngquist, 
Countryside’s Stephen Ministry Leader 

“Bear one another’s burdens...and so fulfill the law of 
Christ.”      GALATIANS 6:2  

 
Call me anytime: # 515-352-3612  or cell # 515-351-0886 

 

New Stephen Ministry Class 

Remember:  The Alzheimer’s Sup-
port Group meets at 1:00 p.m. the 

last Wednesday of each month at the 
Gowrie Senior Suites.  October’s 

meeting will be the 29th. 



(Continued from page 1) 

Pastor’s Message 
from births to 
deaths.  What 
blessed memories 
that church holds 

for me. 
      The most blessed of the 
memories, however, are of the 
people.  Without the 
people, none of the 
ministry that was so 
i m p o r t a n t  i n 
forming me into the 
person I am today 
w o u l d  h a v e 
happened.  It was 
my family and my extended 
family at St. Paul’s who 
faithfully loved and cared for me 

in the name of Jesus.  It was 
through them – broken as they 
were and are – that I came to 
know of Christ’s love.  They are 
that beloved cloud of witnesses, 
that community of saints, of 
whom the author of Hebrews 
writes. 
      It was a gift to be able to say 

“Thank you” to 
them this weekend.  
Thank you to the 
m a n y  w h o 
faithfully taught me 
in Sunday School 
and confirmation.  
Thank you to those 

gave of their gifts to support the 
ministry that happened in and 
through St. Paul’s.  And, thank 

you to those who faithfully 
gathered in the pews of that 
congregation to witness to the 
power of God’s love in our lives. 
      It is my prayer for St. Paul’s 
and for all of us that we may 
continue to faithfully gather as 
God’s people and be bold in 
witnessing to the power of God’s 
love to bring healing and hope to 
the lives of broken people; offer 
our gifts to support the ministry 
that happens in and through us; 
and nurture the seeds of faith that 
have been sown in the coming 
generations in order that they 
might bear fruit that will enrich 
God’s kingdom.  
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It was through 
them – broken as 

they were and are – 
that I came to know 

of Christ’s love. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Clergy Appreciation 
 

with congregation members’ 
expressions of support and love. 

� Does your pastor need a computer 
hardware or software upgrade? 

� Give a gift certificate to a favorite 
restaurant, a gas card, tickets to a 
favorite sports team or concert, or a 
month’s membership at a gym. 

� Provide coupons for babysitting, a 
car wash, lawn mowing, leaf 
raking, oil change, etc. 

� Give a weekend away at a resort or 
bed and breakfast for your pastor 
and your pastor’s spouse. 

� Sunday school or confirmation 
classes could make cards, write 
poems, or draw pictures. 

� Make a video of congregation 
members expressing their 
appreciation for their pastor. 

� Hold a lay-led service to let your 
pastor worship in the pew with his 
congregation; include special 
music or prayers or a guest 
speaker. 

� Celebrate at a congregational 
dinner, potluck, etc., honoring your 
pastor. 

� Congregation members could each 
sign up for a day in October and 
provide pastor with a small token 
of appreciation on that day. 

� Present your pastor with a 
handmade quilt. 

� Explore the possibility of providing 
your pastor a sabbatical. 

� Check with your pastor’s spouse 
about a special present. 

� Fill a basket with items your pastor 
would appreciate: fishing lures, 
LWR coffee, golf balls, CDs, 
cookies, etc. 

� Present a skit honoring your pastor. 
� If your pastor’s family lives far 

away, arrange a visit. 
 
Here are some things individuals can 

do to express their appreciation for 
their pastor: 

� Ask your pastor if you can go 
along on hospital and shut-in visits. 

� Discover your spiritual gifts and 
actually DO something with them 
in your congregation. 

� When you see your pastor during 
the week, tell her about the new 
insights you received as a result of 
last Sunday’s sermon. 

� Invite your pastor to go fishing, 

golfing or some other shared 
interest — without an agenda. 

� Pray without ceasing for your 
pastor. 

� Mow your pastor’s lawn (or rake it) 
anonymously while he’s away from 
home. 

� Ask your pastor how you can help 
her — and then follow through. 

� Lift up your pastor’s strengths at 
every possible opportunity. 

� Compliment your pastor when he 
does something well. 

� Tell your pastor you appreciate and 
are thankful for her. 

� Be positive, supportive, and loyal; 
encourage others in your 
congregation to do the same. 

� Share the good things your pastor 
is doing with others in the 
congregation. 

� Encourage your pastor to be 
diligent about self-care. 

 
Need more ideas? Here are some Web 

sites: 
www.parsonage.org/cam/index.cfm 
www.christianitytoday.com/holidays/

clergy 
www.pastor-appreciation.net 
www.oldlutheran.com 
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The Countryside Ministry 
Council met on September 8, 
2008, at 7:00 pm at Zion 
Lutheran in Gowrie. 
 
Present:  Roberta Clausen, Marie 
Bengston, Jim W. Carlson, Marc 
Greenfield, Steve Julius, Greg 
Moe, Dorothy Nahnsen, Joyce 
Silvey, Richard Silvey, Amy 
Walrod, Greg Carlson, Sandy 
Thoma and Pastor Davis.   
 
Vice-President Steve Julius 
called the meeting to order.  
Pastor Davis led devotions.  The 
minutes of the May 5, 2008 
meeting were read and approved.  
Steve Julius noted the lack of an 
attendance roster for that 
meeting. 
 
A financial report was handed 
out, discussed, and approved by a 
motion made by Dorothy 
Nahnsen and seconded by 
Roberta Clausen.  Greg Moe 
moved, seconded by Greg 
Carlson, to put $20,000.00 in a 6-
month CD.  Motion carried.  
Amended by voice vote to 
include the language “and notify 
each member congregation of the 
disposition of these monies.”  
Carried. 
 
 

Old business: 
� The Stephen Ministry grant to 

the United Church of Christ 
in Atlantic, Iowa was noted. 

� The Workers’ Compensation 
issue was brought up by 
Pastor Davis.  A hand out was 
reviewed on the matter.  A 
lengthy discussion ensued 
and more information will be 
forthcoming. 

  
New business:  
� 2008 staff evaluations for 

Pastor Davis, Cheryl, Cindy, 
Pastor Wahlgren, Nick & 
Lindy, Terry and worship 
leaders have been completed.  
A l l  eva luat ions  were 
satisfactory.  Vice-President 
Julius brought up the idea of 
evaluating pastors and staff 
by council member visitation 
to the individual churches, as 
was done in 2006.  That will 
be discussed later. 

� Pastor Davis gave a report on 
“New Visions for Long Term 
Pastors,” an ELCA seminar in 
St. Paul, MN, this coming 
November.  The council 
anticipates Pastor Davis’ 
attendance at same seminar 
and reactions. 

� Jim W. Carlson offered a 
suggestion that additional 
staff help for Pastor Davis be 
explored.  A church time 
study for staff was noted. 

� The 2009 Budget proposal 
document, as mailed out with 
the agenda, was discussed in 
detail.  Vice-President Julius 
reported on the executive 
committee’s September 4, 
meeting pertaining to that 
proposal.  Julius handed out a 

spreadsheet illustration of 
salaries.  Jim W. Carlson 
moved to approve the 2009 
Budget; Richard Silvey 
seconded, motion carried. 

 
The next meeting of the 
Countryside Ministry Council 
will be at 7:00 p.m. November 
10, 2008 at Zion. 
  
The meeting adjourned following 
all joining in the Lord’s Prayer. 
  

Greg Moe, Council Secretary 
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      C r a i g 
Rennebohm, a 
street chaplain 
w h o  h a s 
ministered for 
21 years with 

people who have mental illness 
and are homeless, will appear on 
"Grace Matters," the radio 
ministry of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America.  In 
an interview conducted by host 
Peter Marty, Craig will share his 
own journey, the gift of 
companionship, and the healing 
presence of God in all our lives, 
together with a vision of faith 
congregations as centers of 
compassion and support for those 
facing mental illness.  Craig and 

Peter's conversation is meant to 
encourage us to open up the topic 
of mental illness in our 
congregations. 
      Craig is the principal author 
of a new book, Souls in the 
Hands of a Tender God: Stories 
of the Search for Home and 
Healing on the Streets, a resource 
on spirituality and mental illness. 
The interview will be aired on 
stations around the U.S. and 
internationally Sunday, October 
12 (date may vary from station to 
station).  To locate a radio station 
in your area and find out the time 
of the broadcast, visit Grace 
Matters at www.gracematters.
com. 
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      The National Day of Prayer 
for Mental Illness Recovery and 
Unders tanding has been 
designated as Tuesday October 7, 
2008.  Mental Illness Awareness 
Week is the first week in October 
of each year.  Mental illness 
networks and faith leaders are 
urged to work together so that 
they may recognize and prepare 

for this 
day in a 
way that 
w o r k s 
best for 
each faith 

community. 
      The prayers and actions of 
both faith communities and 
secular organizations (e.g. 
NAMI, NMHA, DBSA, OCF, 
ADAA, etc.) are needed to 
restore mental wellness in 
America.  In seeking God's 
guidance, we can recommit 
o u r s e l v e s  t o  r e p l a c i n g 
misinformation, blame, fear and 
prejudice with truth and love in 
order to offer hope to all who are 
touched by mental illness. 
For more information, visit 
Mental Illness Awareness Week 
at www.nami.org/Template.cfm?
Section=Mental_Illness_Awaren
ess_Week 
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Once Upon A Time… 
 
Halloween was born. The first Hal-
loween celebration in America took 
place in Anoka, Minnesota in 1921.  
More than 93% of children, under 
the age of 12, will go out trick-or-
treating   
About 50% of adults dress up for 
Halloween, while 67% take part in 
the activities, such as parties, deco-
rating the house and trick-or-
treating with their children   
86% of Americans decorate their 
house for Halloween   
Halloween candy sales average 
about $2 billion annually in the 
United States. It is the largest 
candy-purchasing holiday, bigger 
than Christmas, Easter and Valen-
tine's Day!  



Generous giving is perhaps the most basic steward-
ship value.  It is hard to imagine anyone who is seri-
ous about discipleship giving one or two percent of 
his or her income to God’s work through the 
church.  (ELCA Lutherans on average give 1.9%)  
It is also hard to imagine a generous giver who isn’t 
serious about discipleship.  Generous giving is an 
indispensable partner of discipleship. 
 
In Luke 12, Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.”  If one’s treasure is 
with Jesus, then one’s heart is going to be there 
also.  And of course the opposite is also true.   
 
Paul writes to the Corinthians, “And God is able to 
provide you with every blessing in abundance, so 
that by always having enough of everything, you 
may share abundantly in every good work” (2 Cor. 
9).  God’s incredible generosity is the basis for any 
call for generous giving on the part of God’s peo-
ple.  We can’t out-give God.  As Christians, one of 
our key faith statements must be that we will always 
have enough, because God provides us with all we 
need.  Because God has blessed us so generously, 
we can, and must, give generously to others, espe-
cially to those in need. 
  
An incredible story of generous giving is found in 2 
Corinthians 8.  Paul is appealing to the Corinthians’ 
generosity, and he holds up for them the example of 
the Macedonian Christians.  He writes, “We want 
you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of 
God that has been granted to the churches of Mace-
donia; for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their 
abundant joy and their extreme poverty have over-

flowed in a 
wealth of gener-
osity on their 
part.”   
 
Our ELCA level 
of giving has 
serious ramifi-
cations for the 
work that con-
gregations, syn-

ods and the ELCA churchwide can do in mission 
and ministry.  More importantly, it’s frightening to 
think about what the present level of giving says 
about the state of discipleship for the many mem-
bers of the ELCA who give at this level and below.  
If one’s faith is supposed to yield some signs of its 
health, then we must wonder about the spiritual 
health of those who are giving at this level. 
 
First-fruits giving is another kind of stewardship 
value.  This is easy to understand.  Giving first 
means giving to God first and living off the rest.  
The opposite, of course, is to take care of the needs 
and wants of this life first, and give God the left-
overs.  Deuteronomy say this: “When you have 
come into the land that the Lord your God is giving 
you as an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, 
and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all 
the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the 
land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you 
shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the 
Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his 
name.” 
   
Giving first means that when we receive income, 
the first check we write is to the church.  Before we 
pay our bills, before we head for the grocery store, 
we write our check to our church.  This way, we 
will be certain to give God first and live on the rest, 
rather than meeting our wants and needs first and 
giving God the leftovers.   
 
In the modern world, giving first is an absolutely 
essential key to giving generously.  We live in a 
world in which advertising is very adept at turning 
wants into needs.  Daily we are bombarded with 
thousands of messages telling us that we will be 
happier if only we purchase this product or that.  
These messages are very sophisticated, and they 
work.  If you don’t give to God first, you will short-
change God every time.  You will use your money 
in pursuit of this dream or that dream, and God will 
get what is left (if anything). 
 
If you are going to give generously, you need to 
give first!  You will be blessed.    

DISCIPLESHIP LEADS TO GENEROUS 
AND FIRST-FRUITS GIVING ��
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Our scrapbooking club will meet the third Saturday 
of each month.  We will meet next on Saturday, Oc-
tober 18, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Zion.  Any-
one is welcome to come and join our club. (You do 
not need to be a member of the Countryside Minis-
try.)  Bring your friends, too.  Come for an hour or 
two, or for the whole day. 

        If you have any questions about our scrapbooking club please call 
Cheryl Rasmussen, Cindy Youngquist, or Colleen Palmer.  Nothing will 
be sold at this event so bring your own supplies.  (We do trade and share 
supplies, tools, and ideas.)  Bring your own lunch and beverage.�

Prison Min-
istry is just 
one of the 
o u t r e a c h 
ministries of 
the Country-

side Churches.  On the second 
Wednesday of each month, members 
of the Countryside Ministry join our 
fellow Christians who are behind 
bars in a unique worship service at 
the Fort Dodge Correctional Facility.  
This can be a very moving experi-
ence for anyone who is willing to 
give of themselves for just a few 
hours on a Wednesday evening.  
Join the Countryside Ministry in this 
unique outreach experience. 
      October’s visit will be on the 
8th.  We leave from Zion around 
5:45 p.m. but will make arrange-
ments to pick people up in Moorland 
or Harcourt or meet them in the 
prison parking lot. 
      If you would like to be included 
in this outreach ministry please call 
the Countryside Ministry office by 
the Thursday prior to the visit to re-
serve a spot or to ask questions about 
the visit.   
      Join us and see how you can 
make a difference in the life of 
someone behind bars. 
 

        Hope Lives!  All Countryside 
Youth in grades 6-8 are invited to 
attend Wartburg College’s Junior 
High Youth Event on Saturday, No-
vember 1, 2008. 
        The day will begin with regis-
tration at 9:30 a.m. and include a 
mix of large and small group activi-
ties, lunch, a college tour, faith talk 
with Wartburg students, and  clos-
ing worship.  The event will be 
completed no later than 4:45 p.m. 
        There is no cost for the event.  
If you would like to attend, please 
let the Countryside office know by 
October 15 so we can make ar-
rangements for enough transporta-
tion. 
 
ConFEST ’08 
        Confirmation students get a 
chance to meet Bishop Michael 
Last on Wednesday, October 22, 
from 6:00-8:30 p.m. at First Lu-
theran Church in Algona. 
 
WIS Jr. High Youth Gathering: 
        The sixth annual Junior High 
Youth Gathering for the Western 
Iowa Synod is just around the cor-
ner. 
        Last year we had several youth 
attend from the Countryside Minis-
try and we would love to have a 

good representation again this year. 
We always hear many positive 
comments from them and hope all 
our 7-9th grade students will con-
sidering attending this event. 
        This gathering is open to all 
Countryside Ministry students in 
7th, 8th, and 9th grades.  It will be 
held on November 7 & 8 at the 
Twin Lakes Christian Center. 
        If you are interested in attend-
ing, please call the Countryside 
Ministry office today for a registra-
tion form, costs, and more informa-
tion! 
 
WIS Sr. High Youth Gathering: 
January 3 & 4, 2009.  Watch for 
further details. 
 
Jesus+Justice+Jazz:  The Na-
tional Youth Gathering will be in 
the summer of 2009.  This seems so 
far off, but we need to start working 
to earn our way.  So if you are in-
terested in going to the National 
Youth Gathering and haven’t spo-
ken to Pastor Jim about it yet, 
please do so as soon as possible.  
There will be many opportunities 
coming up for you to earn part or 
all of the money to pay your way.�

HAVE YOU 
SEEN GOD 
LATELY? 
TELL ME 

ABOUT IT! 

��������	
��������	
 �� What is Prison Ministry? 
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Countryside Ministry website: 
www.countrysidecoop.org 

Countryside Worship Times 
Calvary, Barnum ................................................10:30 a.m. 
Faith, Harcourt ...................................................10:30 a.m. 
Fulton, Roelyn .....................................................9:15 a.m. 
Trinity, Boxholm .................................................9:00 a.m. 
UCC/Cong., Moorland .........................................8:00 a.m. 
Zion, Gowrie ......................................................10:30 a.m. 
                                 also, 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 5:00 p.m. 
FUSION ........................................Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. 
                                            at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie 

 

Countryside Phone Numbers: 
Countryside Ministry Office .................................352-3645 
Rev. Jim Davis          Office .................................352-3932 
                                  Home .................................352-5261 
Rod Meyer                Office .................................846-6277 
                                  Home .................................354-5224 
Rev. Wahlgren          Office .................................352-3645 
                                  Home .................................352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist,    Office .................................352-3612 
Stephen Ministry       Home .................................352-3798 
 
Countryside E-mail Addresses: 
Countryside Office: .......................... ziongowr@wccta.net 
Rev. Jim Davis: ....................................elca506@wccta.net 
Rod Meyer: ...................................... rodmeyer@lvcta.com 
Cindy Youngquist: .................. stephencoop@hotmail.com 
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