
      One of the 
p r o m i s e s 
parents make at 
the baptism of 
their children is 
“to place in 
their hands the 

holy scriptures.”  This means 
more than simply purchasing a 
Bible for a child; it involves 
making certain they know what 
is between the covers. 
       In order to help you fulfill 
that promise, we invite students 

who are in 3rd and 7th grade and 
their parents to Run through the 
Bible on Wednesday, November 
12 from 7:00—8:30 p.m.  Run 
through the Bible is intended to 
give each of the participants a 
basic overview of the Bible and 
just a little taste of what can be 
found between its covers. 
       Please call the Countryside 
Ministry office (352-3645) if you 
plan on attending or have 
questions. 
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Countryside Ministry 
Council 

 
Marie Bengston ------------Trinity 
Jim W. Carlson ---------------Zion 
Roberta Clausen -----------Trinity 
Loretta Daisy --------------- Fulton 
Marc Greenfield ------------- Faith 
Steve Julius ----------------Calvary 
Greg Moe ------------------- Fulton 
Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith 
Joyce Silvey ----------UCC/Cong. 
Richard Silvey -------UCC/Cong. 
Bruce Towne ------------------Zion 
Amy Walrod --------------Calvary 
 
 
 

Countryside Ministry 
Executive Committee 

 
Loretta Daisy ----------- President 
Steve Julius -------Vice-president 
Greg Moe --------------- Secretary 
Sandy Thoma ---------- Treasurer 
Rev. Jim Davis
 ------------ Administrative Pastor 

NEED A VISIT? 
       If you or anyone you know 
could use a pastoral visit, please 

contact the 
C o u n t r y -
side office 
at 352-3645 
so a visit 
can be 
scheduled. 

RUN THROUGH  THE  BIBLE  

A Message from Pastor Jim— 
       This fall I have buried two 
young people.  The first was 
Bruce Maguire, the thirty-six-
year-old son of Bev Mentzer.  
The second was Dakotah Fevold, 
the three-year-old daughter of 
Will and Heather Fevold.  My 
heart aches for Bev, Will, 
Heather and their families.  It is 
difficult to imagine anything 
more painful than burying a 
chi ld, regardless of the 
circumstances. 
       The sadness I feel for them 
reminds me of the Ash 
Wednesday Tami came to the 
front of the church cradling 
Claire in her arms.  While I am 
always moved by Tami’s beauty, 

she is especially radiant when 
she has a baby in her arms.  My 
heart ached as I reached out and 
traced an ashen cross on Claire’s 
head saying, “Remember that 
you are dust and to dust you shall 
return.” 
        That cross and those words 
seemed so harsh, even cruel, to 
speak to a child and her mother, 
especially coming from the 
mouth of a father and husband.  
It broke my heart to be 
confronted with the reality that 
this one too, my beloved 
daughter, would someday die.  
My heart welled with pain and 
grief. 
        The deaths of Bruce and 

(Continued on page 3) 
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I am so fortunate to have been given the opportunity 
to be the Stephen Ministry Coordinator for this area. 
We currently have a class of 11 and once they com-
plete the class we will have commissioned 65 Stephen 
Ministers.   
 
Granted not all of those Stephen Ministers are still ac-
tively caring for someone – but I am certain at times 
they still use what they have learned in their own day-
to-day lives. 
 
I am amazed at times how the word spreads when 
something good happens and someone else wants to 
know more about it.  I have been invited to share our 
story many times at different churches about our 
shared ministry and especially about our Stephen 
Ministry.  
 
On Sunday, October 19, Donna Moe and I went to At-
lantic, Iowa to the United Church of Christ to tell 
about how we at Countryside Ministry conduct our 
Stephen Ministry classes.  They have already sent 
their pastor, the church secretary and another lay 
member to St. Louis, MO. for training.  Their first 
group of 13 Stephen Ministers-to-be starts October 
27.  They were recipients of a grant from The Coun-
tryside Ministry to a congregation wanting to be a 
Stephen Ministry church. They also received a gift of 
seed money from Calvary Presbyterian to get the pro-
gram off the ground.  They were very thankful. 
 
So Sunday was a fun day for both of us, even though 
we  had to start quite early to be in Atlantic by 10:00 
a.m.  When we arrived we were treated very well.  
This is an active congregation (incidentally, Monte 
Albert’s home congregation) with a lot of older mem-
bers who just plain love to volunteer.  They were anx-
ious to show us the things they already do and every-
one was eager to hear how we do our Stephen Minis-
try program. 

It is always fun for me to be able to share our story 
and I enjoy asking a Stephen Minister to come 
along.  Donna did a very nice job explaining how 
she has visited regularly with her care receiver ap-
proximately once a week for almost 5 years.  Think 
about how many visits that makes! This shut-in 
member of one of our congregations receives a visit 
from the church almost weekly.  She is grateful be-
cause she still feels a very active part of her church, 
she receives communion and they always pray to-
gether.  There are many Stephen Ministers like 
Donna who have those regulars they visit weekly, 
sharing prayer and communion, and as Donna said, 
“We share hugs too.” I could name many of our 
Stephen Ministers who have done this faithfully and 
always say, “ I feel sometimes I am receiving more 
than the care receiver.  I love the visits.” 
 
UCC of Atlantic was impressed with our list of 
guest lecturers we invite in weekly and said they 
weren’t going to re-invent the wheel.  They wanted 
me to send them our documents so they could do 
the same.  Talk about a compliment…. Donna and I 
both left that day feeling very pleased we were able 
to help. 
 
So with November being the month of Thanksgiv-
ing, it is a reminder to me that it is a good time to 
say; “Thank you!” 

 
Cindy Youngquist,  Stephen Ministry Coordina-
tor “Bear one another’s burdens...and so fulfill 

the law of Christ.”  (Galatians 6:2). 
 

Thanksgiving is my favorite month— 
It is a month to say, “Thank you!” 

Remember:  The Alzheimer’s Sup-
port Group meets at 1:00 p.m. the 

last Wednesday of each month at the 
Gowrie Senior Suites.  November’s 

meeting will be the 26th. 



(Continued from page 1) 

Pastor’s Message 
Dakotah remind 
me o f  t he 
following words 
from Matthew: 
“A voice was 

heard in Ramah, wailing and loud 
lamentation, Rachel weeping for 
her children; she 
re fus ed  to  be 
comforted, because 
they are no more.” 
        The text from 
which these words 
come is appointed to 
be read during the 
Advent season.  It is hard to hear 
these grim words during a season 
of hope and joy.  Like Ash 
Wednesday, they are a powerful 
reminder of our mortality and 
death that often comes far too 
soon. 
       I often wonder if there is any 

comfo r t  when  one  has 
experienced the death of a child.  
Those who have experienced the 
death of a child have told me that 
grief is always close at hand and, 
while the intensity may diminish, 
it never goes away.  Maybe there 
is no comfort, only the hope that 
one can learn to live with the 

g r i e f  a n d 
e x p e r i e n c e 
moments of joy in 
spite of it. 
      I find some 
comfort and hope 
in remembering 
P a u l ’ s 

declaration, “I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God 
i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s  o u r 

Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39) 
        These untimely deaths weigh 
heavily upon my heart.  They 
have reminded me again of how 
precious and how fragile life can 
be.  They have rekindled in my 
heart my love and appreciation 
for my family and the time we 
have together.  They have 
reminded me of the most 
important of God’s blessings: 
faith, family and friends. 
        As Thanksgiving draws near, 
I pray that Bev, Will, Heather 
and all the other parents and 
families who have experienced 
the death of a child may be 
blessed with the gifts of faith, 
fami ly and f r iends and 
experience moments of hope and 
joy in spite of their grief.  And I 
pray that all of us might be 
deeply grateful for our faith, 
family and friends. 
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Weeping for her chil-
dren; she refused to 

be comforted,  
because they are no 

more. 

The following Thanksgiving Eve 
services will be held in the Coop-
erative: 
 
Zion & United Methodist Church 
Gowrie at Zion, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Calvary, UCC, & Fulton at 
United Methodist, Farnhamville 
7:00 p.m. 
 
Trinity & Faith at Trinity, Box-
holm 7:30 p.m. (refreshments fol-
lowing) 
 
Please attend the service of your 
choice. 
 

 
      It’s that time of year already.  
The Gowrie Area Arts Council 
will sponsor the 17th annual 
Community Christmas Concert 
on Sunday, December 7, 2008, at 
7:00 p.m. again in Zion Lutheran 
Church’s beautiful sanctuary.  
We would love to have you join 
us for this year’s concert.  It 
promises to be an excellent one! 
Rehearsals will be at 4:00 p.m. 
every Sunday afternoon in No-
vember.  The mixed choir will 
practice first for an hour, fol-
lowed by the men’s choir and 
women’s choir.  SEE YOU ON 
NOVEMBER 2ND.  
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THIS EVENING IS  

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
Zion Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall 

 

All Stephen Ministers are requested to attend. 
 

I don’t believe half of the American population or even 
a small portion knows what can happen to you when 
you are a victim of a crime going through the criminal 
justice process.  —A crime victim, quoted in New Di-
rections from the Field:  Victims’ Rights and Services 
for the 21st Century, 1998 
 
I am almost certain in our area there are few of us who 
have been or know someone who has been the victim 
of a crime.  Thank our dear Lord.  So when you see 
this you may think this is something I will NEVER 
have to use or need to know about, but isn’t it nice to 

think that you do know about this if someone you 
know ever is a victim of a crime and could use some 
help? 
 
Crime victimization is a frightening and unsettling ex-
perience for the millions of Americans whose lives it 
touches each year.  As recently as 1972, almost no ser-
vices were available to help crime victims or their sur-
vivors repair the damage to their lives and property or 
contend with the traumatic and frustrating ordeal of 
prosecuting the offender.  Today, however, a tremen-
dous range of services and resources are available to 
help victims obtain justice and heal.  The Office for 
Victims of Crime (OVC), the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice agency that advocates for the fair treatment of 
crime victims, wants you to know that if you or some-
one you love is a victim of crime—you have rights, 
you can get help, and you can work for positive 

change. 
 
You are invited to attend an open forum presented by 
the Crime Victims Division of Des Moines.  They will 
share resources available to help victims of crime. 
Please come this evening and invite anyone to come 
with you and hear about information on victim assis-

tancel.  The meeting will be Monday, November 24, 
2008 at 7:00 PM at Zion Lutheran Church, Gowrie. 
 
Some of the information that will be shared is: Child 
Abuse, Stalking, Identity Theft ,Domestic Abuse, Dat-
ing Violence, Homicide, Elder Abuse, Campus Crime, 
Hate and Bias Crimes, Sexual Assault/Rape, and many 
more crimes.  
 
These speakers are coming to our area to share with us 
what they have done and can do for any victim of a 
crime.  Please come.  Refreshments will be served by 
the Stephen Ministers of the area. 
 
If you have questions feel free to call me anytime at 
352-3612 or my cell is 351-0886. 
�

Monday, November 24, 2008  
7:00 PM  

Zion Lutheran Church  
Fellowship Hall 

Open to the Public 
 

These speakers have been invited by our area 
Stephen Ministers.  Please join us. 
�



 

 by Brian F. King 
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We ask for blessings on all those  
who have served their country in the armed forces.  

We ask for healing for the veterans who have been wounded  
in body and soul in conflicts around the globe.  

We pray especially for the thousands of young men and women 
coming home from Iraq with injured bodies and traumatized spirits.  

Bring solace to them, O Lord;  
may we pray for them when they cannot pray.  

We ask for, echoing John Paul II, an end to wars  
and the dawning of a new era of peace,  

as a way to honor all the veterans of past wars.  
Have mercy on all veterans of World War II, Korea, Vietnam, and Iraq,  
Bring peace to their hearts and peace to the regions where they fought.  

Bless all the soldiers who served in non-combat posts;  
May their call to service continue in their lives in many positive ways.  

Give us all the creative vision to see a world which,  
grown weary of fighting,  

Moves to affirm the life of every human being  
and so moves beyond war.  

Hear our prayer, O Prince of Peace, hear our prayer. 
Amen. 
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Fulton Lutheran Church 
Roelyn, Iowa 

 
November 8, 2008 

9:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
 

Luncheon served 
Carry-out available 

 
Crafts, rugs 
Baked goods  

Greeting cards 
 

White Elephant table. 
Something for everyone! 

 
Matching funds by Thrivent 
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Scripture calls us to proportional giving.  The lan-
guage is always, “Give in proportion to the bless-
ings you have received.”  Those who have much 
wealth are expected to give proportionately.  Those 
who have little wealth are also expected to give pro-
portionately.   
 
A touching example of proportional giving is found 
in Mark 12: “Jesus sat down opposite the treasury, 
and watched the crowd putting money into the 
treasury.  Many rich people put in large sums.  A 
poor widow came and put in two small copper 
coins, which are worth a penny.  Then he called his 
disciples and said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, this 
poor widow has put in more than all those who are 
contributing to the treasury.  For all of them have 
contributed out of their abundance; but she out of 
her poverty has put in everything she had, all she 
had to live on.’” 
 
In terms of actual dollars, the widow’s penny is 
nothing compared to the large sums being put in the 
offering by the rich.  But, in terms of percentage 
giving, the offering of the poor widow dramatically 
exceeded the larger sums of the rich. 
 
Proportional giving is a two-edged sword.  For 
those who don’t have large financial resources, pro-
portional giving is a word of great comfort.  Such 
people can know that in God’s eyes their “small” 
gift is not small at all, but incredibly generous.  For 
those who have greater financial resources, propor-
tional giving calls them to account if their gift is lar-
ger in dollars but still quite small in percentage.   
 
It is important to stress proportional giving.  Doing 
so is a guard against ever saying unintentionally 
that someone who can only give today’s equivalent 
of a penny is an insignificant giver.  Jesus singled 
such a giver out for praise.  We should do the same.  
For a poor widow, the gift of $5.00 involves a much 
greater sacrifice than that experienced by a million-
aire who gives $50,000. 
 
Cheerful giving is certainly a stewardship value.  

The clue to being a cheerful giver is found in the 
words that surround Paul’s statement that God loves 
a cheerful giver: “The point is this: the one who 
sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one 
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  
Each of you must give as you have made up your 
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to provide 
you with every blessing in abundance, so that by al-
ways having enough of everything, you may share 
abundantly in every good work” (2 Cor. 9). 
 
In the words that surround Paul’s appeal for cheer-
ful giving, Paul talks about generous, intentional 
giving, and regular giving.  The key to being a 
cheerful giver is to practice the other stewardship 
values.  If these other stewardship values character-
ize your giving, you will be cheerful in your giving.  
If they don’t, you won’t.  It is that simple. 
 
Discipleship as a follower of Jesus is doing ministry 
in the Kingdom of God.  A major part of that minis-
try is being a good steward of the material bless-
ings, our money and possessions, which God has 
entrusted to us.  How we carry out our stewardship 
depends on how well we act on the values of inten-
tional giving, regular giving, generous giving, first-
fruits giving, proportional giving, and cheerful giv-
ing.  Discipleship is trusting in God and doing what 
we are called to do.  Life is good.  You will be 
blessed.     

DISCIPLESHIP LEADS TO  
PROPORTIONAL AND CHEERFUL GIVING ��
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Our scrapbooking club meets the third Saturday 
of each month.  The next is Saturday, November 
15, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Zion.  Anyone 
is welcome to come and join our club. (You do 
not need to be a member of the Countryside Min-
istry.)  Bring your friends, too.  Come for an hour 
or two, or for the whole day. 
      If you have any questions about our scrap-

booking club please call Cheryl Rasmussen, Cindy Youngquist, or Col-
leen Palmer.  Nothing will be sold at this event so bring your own sup-
plies.  (We do trade and share supplies, tools, and ideas.)  Bring your 
own lunch and beverage.�

Prison Min-
istry is just 
one of the 
o u t r e a c h 
ministries of 
the Country-

side Churches.  On the second 
Wednesday of each month, members 
of the Countryside Ministry join our 
fellow Christians who are behind 
bars in a unique worship service at 
the Fort Dodge Correctional Facility.  
This can be a very moving experi-
ence for anyone who is willing to 
give of themselves for just a few 
hours on a Wednesday evening.  
Join the Countryside Ministry in this 
unique outreach experience. 
      November’s visit will be on the 
12th.  We leave from Zion around 
5:45 p.m. but will make arrange-
ments to pick people up in Moorland 
or Harcourt or meet them in the 
prison parking lot. 
      If you would like to be included 
in this outreach ministry please call 
the Countryside Ministry office by 
the Thursday prior to the visit to re-
serve a spot or to ask questions about 
the visit.   
      Join us and see how you can 
make a difference in the life of 
someone behind bars. 
 

Lawn Raking 
        The Senior High Youth Group 
will be raking lawns in the town of 
Gowrie on Sunday, November 2.  
Please call the Countryside Minis-
try Office to have your lawn raked.  
The youth will be accepting a free-
will offering for their work with the 
proceeds to those attending the Na-
tional Youth Gathering next sum-
mer. 
 
Bell Ringing 
        Both the Senior High and Jun-
ior High Youth will be ringing bells 
for the Salvation Army this year.  
Please watch the newsletter and 
bulleting for dates and times. 
 
WIS Jr. High Youth Gathering: 
        The sixth annual Junior High 
Youth Gathering for the Western 
Iowa Synod is just around the cor-
ner. 
        Last year we had several youth 
attend from the Countryside Minis-
try and we would love to have a 
good representation again this year. 
We always hear many positive 
comments from them and hope all 

our 7-9th grade students will con-
sider attending this event. 
        This gathering is open to all 
Countryside Ministry students in 
7th, 8th, and 9th grades.  It will be 
held on November 7 & 8 at the 
Twin Lakes Christian Center. 
        If you are interested in attend-
ing, please call the Countryside 
Ministry office today for a registra-
tion form, costs, and more informa-
tion! 
 
WIS Sr. High Youth Gathering: 
January 3 & 4, 2009.  Watch for 
further details. 
 
Jesus+Justice+Jazz:  The Na-
tional Youth Gathering will be in 
the summer of 2009.  This seems so 
far off, but we need to start working 
to earn our way.  So if you are in-
terested in going to the National 
Youth Gathering and haven’t spo-
ken to Pastor Jim about it yet, 
please do so as soon as possible.  
There will be many opportunities 
coming up for you to earn part or 
all of the money to pay your way.�

HAVE YOU 
SEEN GOD 
LATELY? 
TELL ME 

ABOUT IT! 
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Countryside Ministry website: 
www.countrysidecoop.org 

Countryside Worship Times 
Calvary, Barnum ................................................10:30 a.m. 
Faith, Harcourt ...................................................10:30 a.m. 
Fulton, Roelyn .....................................................9:15 a.m. 
Trinity, Boxholm .................................................9:00 a.m. 
UCC/Cong., Moorland .........................................8:00 a.m. 
Zion, Gowrie ......................................................10:30 a.m. 
                                 also, 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 5:00 p.m. 
FUSION ........................................Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. 
                                            at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie 

 

Countryside Phone Numbers: 
Countryside Ministry Office .................................352-3645 
Rev. Jim Davis          Office .................................352-3932 
                                  Home .................................352-5261 
Rod Meyer                Office .................................846-6277 
                                  Home .................................354-5224 
Rev. Wahlgren          Office .................................352-3645 
                                  Home .................................352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist,    Office .................................352-3612 
Stephen Ministry       Home .................................352-3798 
 
Countryside E-mail Addresses: 
Countryside Office: .......................... ziongowr@wccta.net 
Rev. Jim Davis: ....................................elca506@wccta.net 
Rod Meyer: ...................................... rodmeyer@lvcta.com 
Cindy Youngquist: .................. stephencoop@hotmail.com 
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