
The Countryside Ministry 
Council met November 10, 2008, 
at 7:00 pm at Zion Lutheran in 
Gowrie. 
Present:  Steve Julius, Amy 
Walrod, Loretta Daisy, Sandy 
Thoma, Dorothy Nahnsen, Marc 
Greenfield, Pastor Davis, Byron 
Chalstrom, Roberta Claussen, 
Marie Bengston, Marilyn 
Birkland and Greg Moe. 
 
President Daisy .called the 
meeting to order.  Pastor Davis 

led devotions.  The minutes of 
the previous meeting were read 
and approved.   
 
Sandy Thoma handed out a 
financial report through October 
and discussion followed.  The 
report was approved. 
  
Old business: 

The Worker’s Comp policy 
was discussed.  Julius  moved 
(seconded by Nahnsen) to 
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Calvary, Barnum; Faith, Harcourt; Fulton, Roelyn; Trinity, Boxholm; UCC/Congregational, Moorland; Zion, Gowrie 

Countryside Ministry 
Council 

 
Marie Bengston ------------Trinity 
Marilyn Birkland -------------Zion 
Jim W. Carlson ---------------Zion 
Roberta Clausen -----------Trinity 
Loretta Daisy --------------- Fulton 
Marc Greenfield ------------- Faith 
Steve Julius ----------------Calvary 
Greg Moe ------------------- Fulton 
Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith 
Joyce Silvey ----------UCC/Cong. 
Richard Silvey -------UCC/Cong. 
Amy Walrod --------------Calvary 
 
 
 

Countryside Ministry 
Executive Committee 

 
Loretta Daisy ----------- President 
Steve Julius -------Vice-president 
Greg Moe --------------- Secretary 
Sandy Thoma ---------- Treasurer 
Rev. Jim Davis
 ------------ Administrative Pastor 

NEED A VISIT? 
       If you or anyone you know 
could use a pastoral visit, please 

contact the 
C o u n t r y -
side office 
at 352-3645 
so a visit 
can be 
scheduled. 

COUNTRYSIDE  COUNCIL  M INUTES 

A Message from Pastor Jim— 
 

As the holiday season 
approaches, my thoughts turn to 
the trappings of the season: the 
f a m i l y  g a t h e r i n g  f o r 
Thanksgiv ing,  Chr is tmas 
program practices, lights and 
trees, the Community Christmas 
Concert and, of course, music. In 
addition to the hymns and 
traditional holiday music, one of 
the songs I always carry with me 
through the holiday season is 7 
O’clock News/Silent Night by 
Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel. 

Simon and Garfunkel 
released 7 O’clock News/Silent 
Night on their Parsley, Sage, 
Rosemary, and Thyme album in 

1966. It instantly became one of 
their most popular songs. In the 
original liner notes for the album, 
music critic Ralph J. Gleason 
wrote, “And then there is ‘7 
O’clock News/Silent Night.’ I 
will not tell you in advance what 
goes on here. My first hearing of 
it brought chills to my spine and 
tears to my eyes. It is one of the 
most effective statements about 
the world today that I have 
heard.” 

This song continues, for me, 
to be one of the most effective 
statements about the world today 
that I have heard. 

Do you remember the song? 
Simon and Garfunkel 

(Continued on page 3) 
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In the rising of the sun and 

in its going down 
We remember them; 

 
In the blowing of the wind and 

in the chill of winter, 
We remember them; 

 
In the opening of the buds and 

in the warmth of summer, 
We remember them; 

 
In the rustling of leaves and 

in the beauty of autumn, 
We remember them; 

 
In the beginning of the year and  

when it ends, 
We remember them; 

 
So long as we live, they too shall live, 

for they are now a part of us as 
We remember them. 

 
Taken from Gates of Prayer  

      As I was talking with my sister today we both 
mentioned Mom and thought how Thanksgiving will 
be so different without her. It reminded me of the 
above verse.  She will be with us.  She is there al-
ways; just as the verse says, when “We remember 
them.” 
      I know after Jerry died I wondered how I would 
get through those “ Firsts.”  The first Thanksgiving, 
the first Christmas, our first wedding anniversary 
apart. 
      Wherever you are in your grief journey, you have 

probably found that grief comes in waves.  You 
may have figured out that some of the waves are 
fairly predictable and seem to almost be on some 
hidden schedule, while others hit without warning 
and for no apparent reason.  Some people have been 
overwhelmed by a sudden wave in the grocery 
store.  I know I was today as I purchased the ham 
that Mom and I would always buy together every 
year for Thanksgiving.  I thought of her and how we 
always wanted to make sure we chose a big one so 
there were plenty of leftovers to send home with 
everyone. 
      Each year I write of different ideas and things 
you might do after the loss of someone dear to you:  

· Make a list of all those special days you and 
your loved one used to celebrate, then be 
aware that these will be days when your sad-
ness will be deepened.  You might want to 
think of some creative ways in which to cele-
brate these days.  It can be a meaningful way 
to prepare for them. 

· Before the holiday begins, think about your 
life with your loved one and make a list of all 
the things that you are thankful you shared. 

· If your loved one enjoyed their grandchildren 
you might want to make a donation to your 
church library to buy some books in her 
memory, or perhaps pay towards a summer 
camp stay for a youth.  

      It is better to manage your holiday grief than to 
let the grief manage you.  Also remember to give 
yourself permission to enjoy the holidays.  That is 
what your loved one would want you to do.  May 
you all have a happy holiday season and if you ever 
want to talk just give me a call at 352-3612. 
 
Cindy Youngquist, Stephen Ministry Coordinator.  
 
"Bear one another's burdens...and so fulfill the law 
of Christ."  (Galatians 6:2) 

Thoughts for the Holidays 

The Alzheimers Support Group, 
which usually meets on the last 

Wednesday of each month, will not 
be meeting in December.  We will 

resume January 28, 2009 



(Continued from page 1) 

Pastor’s Message 
j u x t a p o s e d 
“Silent Night” 
with excerpts 
from the 7 
o’clock news. 
When 7 O’clock 
News/Silent Night 

was released, our nation was 
struggling with civil rights, the 
growth of drug 
abuse, racially 
targeted violence 
and Viet Nam. We 
were a nation 
deeply divided. 
T h e  c o n t r a s t 
between the peace 
normally associated with the 
nativity of our Lord and the 
conflict reported on the news is 
haunting. 

This song would also have 
been an effective statement about 
the world in first century A.D. It 
was a world deeply divided by 
political, economic, racial and 
religious conflicts. It was a world 

filled with anxiety over what the 
future would hold. Yet, it was 
into this world that Christ was 
born, bearing a message of peace 
and hope. 

Do you find yourself feeling 
anxious about our future when 
you listen to the evening news?  I 
do. This anxiety comes from the 
deep divide that seems to exist in 
our nation and world; a divide 

characterized by 
p o l i t i c a l , 
economic, racial 
and re l ig ious 
conflicts. It is a 
divide I was 
reminded of in the 
recent election. I 

am anxious about what this 
divide means for our future, for 
our children and grandchildren. It 
frightens me and makes it 
difficult for me to be hopeful. 

There are days when I want 
to stop reading or listening to the 
news, but I believe God calls me 
to engage the world around me, 
to bear a message of peace and 

hope into a world filled with 
conflict and despair. It is what 
Jesus came to do and calls us to 
do. 

I find myself needing to be 
reminded more often of God’s 
presence and promise. Worship, 
prayer, scripture and taking time 
to care for others are important 
ways in which I am reminded 
that Christ continues to be 
present, even in our deeply 
divided world, bearing a message 
of peace and hope and calming 
anxious hearts. 

I look forward to this holiday 
season, to the family gathering 
for Thanksgiving, Christmas 
program practices, lights and 
trees, the Community Christmas 
Concert and, of course, the 
music. I look forward to once 
again hearing the good news that 
Christ comes to a deeply divided 
world, bearing a message of 
peace and hope, and calming 
anxious hearts. 
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Yet, it was into this 
world that Christ 

was born, bearing a 
message of peace 

and hope. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Council Minutes 
 

approve option “A” in the 
hand out material.  Motion 
carried.  Thanks to those who 
contributed to this matter.   

 
  
New business;  

Suggested dates for future 
Countryside Ministry Council 
meetings are: 
·    February 2, 2009 
·    May 4, 2009 
·    September 21, 2009 
·    November 2, 2009 

 
C o u n t r ys i d e  M i n i s t r y 
Worship will be February 22, 
2009.  Dates for other 

services were discussed. 
 
Pastor Davis outlined the 
“New Visions for Long Term 
Pastors” seminar in St. Paul. 
He will have a full report 
later as he only recently 
returned from this meeting. 

 
The next meeting of the 
Countryside Ministry Council 
will be at Zion February 2, 2009, 
7:00 p.m. . 
  
We adjourned by praying the 
Lord’s Prayer in unison. 
  
Greg Moe, Council Secretary 

      “Christmas on the Prairie” is an 
old-fashioned worship service 
featuring traditional carols, readings 
about what Christmas on the prairie 
used to be like and candlelight.  
Join us in worshiping in an intimate 
setting and remembering why this 
season was so important to our 
ancestors.   
      This year’s “Christmas on the 
Prairie” service will be held on 

S u n d a y , 
December 21 at 
4:00 p.m. at 
C a l v a r y 
P r e s b y t e r i a n 
Church, Barnum. ����
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Portions taken from an article in 

“E-Spirit,” newsletterof the Western Iowa Synod 
 

 
The years of preparation for a vocation in the church can be physically, 
emotionally, spiritually and financially stressful for candidates and 
their families.  
 
When a candidate uproots and moves to where one of our eight ELCA 
seminaries is located, the experience can be exhilarating, challenging 
and lonely.  Even if someone begins by taking classes online and 
traveling to a seminary for an occasional class, life will never be the 
same. 
 
One way to ease the anxiety and help seminarians to know they are not 
alone in their quest is for them to be adopted by a church family, 
Sunday school class, friends, neighbors or a congregation. Our 
congregation has had a few fundraisers for Tyler Rasmussen, our 
Seminarian student, but when we adopt someone we need to remember 
the little extras we could be doing for them. 
 
Remember the candidate in prayers, written communication with cards 
during holidays and birthdays, and hopefully offer some financial 
resources through the year.  Seminary can be a big transition in a 
student’s life.  Not only is there a lot of work and study for them, but 
they miss their family, friends and home church.  I listen to Cheryl talk 
about Tyler and she misses him so much but has to keep a brave face 
on for her family because she supports Tyler and is so very proud of 
him.  
 
Why not mark your calendar today to remind yourself to send a card or 
a special seasonal greeting to Tyler and remind him we all are proud of 
him?  Help make these holidays away from his family joyous ones 
Tyler will always remember. 
 
In Christian love,  
 
Cindy Youngquist 
 
Tyler’s address is: 
Tyler Rasmussen 
Lutheran School of Theology 
1100 E 55th Street 
Chicago, IL   60615 
 
E-mail:  rasamassen@gmail.com 
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Just a quick re-
minder that re-
ports for any of 
the church’s an-
nual meetings, 
budget meet-
ings, or year-
book changes   
(i.e. committee 
o r  a d d res s 

changes) are due by January 5 in 
the church offices.  Please do not 
delay in handing in your reports.  
Thank you. 
 
      Also the financial year ends for 
the churches on December 31.  
Anything received in the church of-
fice after noon on the 31st will be 
considered 2009 business.  If you 
have any questions on your finan-
cial giving please contact your 
church’s financial secretary as soon 
as possible. 
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      The FUSION Team, together with the Prairie 
Valley School and Security Savings Bank, are once 
again sponsoring Operation Angel Tree as part of 
their outreach ministry.  Starting the week of 
November 24th through the 12th of December there 
will be Angel Trees at Security Savings bank in 
Gowrie and Farnhamville.   
      You can stop at either location, take an angel 
off the tree, shop for the child, and return the gift 
unwrapped to the place you picked it up or drop the 
gift off at the Zion Lutheran Church office.  The 
FUSION Team will pick up the gifts on the 12th 

and see that they are delivered to the angels. 
      If you do not care to shop for an angel, monetary donations will be 
accepted and the Countryside Youth will do the shopping for you.  
You can leave the money at either bank or at the Zion Lutheran Church 
Office. 

      Please help us make it a very merry Christmas for these angels. 
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OPERATION A NGEL T REE��

      The Gowrie 
Area Arts Council 
will sponsor the 
17th annual Com-
munity Christmas 
concert on Sunday, 
December 7, 2008, 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. in Zion Lu-
theran Church’s beautiful sanctuary.  
The Central Iowa brass quintet will 
be featured, in addition to much lo-
cal talent.  Please plan to attend and 
enjoy a wide variety of both sacred 
and secular tunes.   

The FUSION 
team is plan-
ning an eve-
ning of Christ-
mas caroling 
for Wednes-

day, December 17th starting at 6:00 
p.m.  Everyone in the Countryside 
Ministry is invited to join us. 
      We will leave from the FU-
SION building and carol for about 
an hour before returning for hot co-
coa and Christmas goodies.  The 
FUSION worship service will start 
at 7:30.  If you are interested in 
joining us please call the Country-
side Ministry office (352-3645) and 
let Cheryl know so we will have 
enough transportation for everyone. 
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Reprinted with permission from the November 2 Fort 
Dodge Messenger. 

 

HARCOURT - The sanctuary at Faith Lutheran 
Church overflowed from wall to wall on Saturday af-
ternoon.  The people, however, were not there for a 
church service, but instead for the church's annual 
"Table Affair" event. 

The church first began hosting the event in 2001 after 
Cheryl Meyer, wife of the Rev. Rod Meyer, pastor of 
Faith Lutheran, attended a similar event.  She brought 
the idea back home and put it to work later that year 
when the event had just seven tables to showcase. 
Since its beginning, the Table Affair has grown to 
reach its maximum capacity of 17 tables.  The tables 
are designed by a number of different church groups, 
individuals and families in the Harcourt area, Rod 
Meyer said. 

"Every year we have more in attendance.  It's been a 
growing event.  Often after someone has attended, we 
get more ladies wanting to design a table," Meyer said. 
"We've never placed and ad or made a poster for this 
event." 

Each table showcased its own theme from princesses 
to peppermints.  A table themed "Birds in a Winter 
Wood," designed by Meyer, was the only table created 
by a male.  A table titled "Peppermint Purse Party," 

was designed by Marsha Samuelson. The inspiration 
behind her creation was her unique selection of purses. 
This is the sixth year that Samuelson has participated 
in the event. 

"It's fun, and it's a challenge. My daughter is always 
giving me a different purse for every season," 
Samuelson said.  “Everyone suggested I use purses for 
my theme this year." 

Twelve-year-old Melanie Lambert was among the 
youngest of talented table decorators this year.  Her 
table, called "Reuse, Reduce, Recycle," emphasized 
going green.  The table featured refrigerator magnets 
she created out of recycled newspaper and reusable 
shopping bags that doubled as place mats.  Lambert, a 
member of the Dayton Tigers 4-H Club, plans to use 
her table as a home improvement project for next 
year's Webster County Fair. 

"I've helped with the tables before," Lambert said. 
"This year I decided to do my own; I worked on it 
every time I'd go to my grandma's house." 

After viewing all of the specially designed tables, at-
tendees were treated to a salad luncheon.  Meyer is 
certain the church will host another Table Affair event 
next year. 

"We have a wonderful congregation," Meyer said. 
"They say yes to this every year." 
 

Emilee Nelson,  
Messenger Staff Writer 

Christmas can be a painful time for some. It may be the first Christmas without a loved family member who has re-
cently died; it may be a time that has always been difficult.  
The constant refrain on radio and television, in shopping malls and churches, about the happiness of the season, about 
getting together with family and friends, reminds many people of what they have lost or have never had. The anguish 
of broken relationships, the insecurity of unemployment, the weariness of ill health, the pain of isolation—all these can 
make us feel very alone in the midst of the celebrating and spending. 
Please join us on Monday, December 1st at 7:00 P.M. for our Service of Remembrance. This will be a service for any-
body that is grieving or feel just "joy-less" about Christmas. Rev. Phil Somsen the Chaplain from Trinity Regional in 
Fort Dodge will share special prayers, Scripture, and music that acknowledges that God’s presence is for those who 
mourn, for those who struggle—and that God’s Word comes to shine light into our darkness. The service will be held 
at Zion Lutheran Church, 1003 Church St., Gowrie beginning at 7:00 p.m. Won't you please join us? Everyone will 
receive a special Remembrance Candle in memory of their loved one. Refreshments following. For question call: 352-
3645 everyone welcome. 



Our scrapbooking club meets the third Saturday 
of each month.  We will meet again on Saturday, 
January 17, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Zion. 
(Due to the holidays we are taking the month of 
December off.)  Anyone is welcome to come and 
join our club.  You do not need to be a member of 
the Countryside Ministry.  Bring your friends, too.  
Come for an hour or two, or the whole day. 

        If you have any questions about our scrapbooking club please call 
Cheryl Rasmussen, Cindy Youngquist, or Colleen Palmer.  Nothing will 
be sold at this event so bring your own supplies.  (We do trade and share 
supplies, tools, and ideas.)  Bring your own lunch and beverage.�

Prison Min-
istry is just 
one of the 
o u t r e a c h 
ministries of 
the Country-

side Churches.  On the second 
Wednesday of each month, members 
of the Countryside Ministry join our 
fellow Christians who are behind 
bars in a unique worship service at 
the Fort Dodge Correctional Facility.  
Why not give the gift of your time 
this Christmas season and join us at 
this very moving worship experi-
ence? 
      December’s visit will be on the 
10th.  We leave from Zion around 
5:45 p.m. but will make arrange-
ments to pick up people in Moorland 
or Harcourt or meet them in the 
prison parking lot. 
      If you would like to be included 
in this outreach ministry please call 
the Countryside Ministry office by 
the Thursday prior to the visit to re-
serve a spot or to ask questions about 
the visit. 
      Join us and see how you can 
make a difference in the life of 
someone behind bars. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      The Women of Fulton Lutheran 
Church invite all Women of the 
Countryside Ministry Churches to 
attend their Advent Event on 
Wednesday, December 3, 2008 be-
ginning at 1:30 p.m.  Guest speaker 
will be Phyllis Breeding on Austra-
lia. 

Bell Ringing 
        Both the Senior High and Jun-
ior High Youth will be ringing bells 
for the Salvation Army this year.  
The Senior High Youth will be 
ringing bells on Sunday, December 
14, following worship and then will 
do shopping for the FUSION 
“Angel Tree” project. 
        The Junior High Youth will be 
ringing bells on Saturday, Decem-
ber 13.  We will leave at 9:00 a.m. 
and return around 6:00 p.m. 
 
WIS Sr. High Youth Gathering: 
January 3 & 4, 2009 at the Twin 
Lakes Christian Center, Manson. 
We will leave at approx. 1:00 p.m. 
on January 3 and return around 3:00 
p.m. on January 4.  The theme for 
this year’s gathering is “get 
‘REAL.’”  Together we will ex-
plore our real life which is with 
Christ in God. Guest speaker will 
be Judy Bultman, survivor and 
LDR site director of hurricane 
Katrina.  Lightswitch, a Christian 
rock band will perform.  Cost is $75 
due to the church office by Decem-
ber 10.  This includes one night 

lodging at the camp, 3 meals, ac-
tivities (wall climbing, toboggan 
run, etc.), worship, T-shirt, singing 
with “Lightswitch,” workshops and 
lots of time to hang with your 
friends.  For more information or to 
register, please contact the church 
office. 
 
Jesus+Justice+Jazz: 
The National Youth Gathering 
will be in the summer of 2009.  
This seems so far off, but we need 
to start working to earn our way.  
So if you are interested in going to 
the National Youth Gathering and 
haven’t spoken to Pastor Jim about 
it yet, please do so as soon as possi-
ble.  There will be many opportuni-
ties coming up for you to earn part 
or all of the money to pay your 
way.�

HAVE YOU 
SEEN GOD 
LATELY? 
TELL ME 

ABOUT IT! 

�������������������� �� What is Prison Ministry? 
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Countryside Ministry website: 
www.countrysidecoop.org 

Countryside Worship Times 
Calvary, Barnum ................................................10:30 a.m. 
Faith, Harcourt ...................................................10:30 a.m. 
Fulton, Roelyn .....................................................9:15 a.m. 
Trinity, Boxholm .................................................9:00 a.m. 
UCC/Cong., Moorland .........................................8:00 a.m. 
Zion, Gowrie ......................................................10:30 a.m. 
                                 also, 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 5:00 p.m. 
FUSION ........................................Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. 
                                            at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie 

 

Countryside Phone Numbers: 
Countryside Ministry Office .................................352-3645 
Rev. Jim Davis          Office .................................352-3932 
                                  Home .................................352-5261 
Rod Meyer                Office .................................846-6277 
                                  Home .................................354-5224 
Rev. Wahlgren          Office .................................352-3645 
                                  Home .................................352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist,    Office .................................352-3612 
Stephen Ministry       Home .................................352-3798 
 
Countryside E-mail Addresses: 
Countryside Office: .......................... ziongowr@wccta.net 
Rev. Jim Davis: ....................................elca506@wccta.net 
Rod Meyer: ...................................... rodmeyer@lvcta.com 
Cindy Youngquist: .................. stephencoop@hotmail.com 
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December 21 
Christmas on the Prairie  
4:00 p.m. Calvary, Barnum 
 
December 24 
Christmas Eve Candlelight 
5:00 p.m. Fulton, Roelyn 
7:00 p.m. Zion, Gowrie 
9:00 p.m. Faith, Harcourt 
11:00 p.m. Trinity, Boxholm 
 
December 25 
Service of Carols 
9:00 a.m. Zion, Gowrie 
 
No services at any of the other 

Countryside Churches on 
Christmas Day�
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