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Countryside Ministry

Councill
A Message from Pastor Jim—  optimistic person, it has beeh Marie Bengston ------------ Trinity
difficult for me to stay positive| Marilyn Birkland ------------- Zion

2008 has been a difficult yearand hopeful these past months.Jim W. Carlson --------------- Zion
for many of us. The election In addition to the issues thgt Roberta Clausen ----------- Trinity
created much conflict in our impacted us nationally and Loretta Daisy--------------- Fulton
nation, communities and even globally, the deaths, divorceg, Marc Greenfield ------------- Faith
families. The bad news in the mental and physical illnesses andSteve Julius---------------- Calvary
financial, housing and businessthe steady decline of our Greg Moe------------------- Fulton
markets never seems to end. Theommunities have taken a very Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith
agricultural markets were an heavy toll on me. Combine those Joyce Silvey ---------- UCC/Cong.
even wilder ride than usual for with having three children in Richard Silvey ------- UCC/Cong.
those involved in agriculturally high school, my mother-in-law’'y Amy Walrod -------------- Calvary
related enterprises. We health issues, some health issues

experienced many deaths in ourof my own and my own persong
communities, including several spiritual struggles and it ha
that were especially tragic. The become increasingly difficult fon
brokenness in the world onceme to be hopeful. Despai
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Countryside Ministry
Executive Committee

again claimed a heavy toll from always seems to be just around
many of us. the corner, waiting to steal awaly | gretta Daisy----------- President
Wh'le I am genera”y an (Continued on page 3) Steve Jullus _______ Vlce_preS|dent
Greg Moe --------------- Secretary
Sandy Thoma ---------- Treasurer

Countryside Joint Worship

Countryside Ministry will be Xi Eta Sigma, Gowrig

Rev. Jim Davis
Administrative Pastor

holding its annual winter joint
worship service on Sunday,
February 22 at Zion Lutheran
Church in Gowrie beginning at
10:30 a.m. This will be the only
worship service offered in the
Countryside Ministry that
Sunday.

L 2

Cooperative Worship

chapter of Beta Sigma Phi, will
once again be hosting a hamball
dinner in the church fellowshig
hall following the service. They
will accept a freewill offering,
proceeds going to communit
projects.

Please mark your calendars Hospital
today and plan on joining youf Visitation

NEED A VISIT?

If you or anyone you know
/) could use a pastoral visit, please
contact the
Country-
side office

fellow Christians for this V0% at 352-3645

inspirational worship & Vo SO a visit

opportunity. can be
scheduled.




STEPHEN  MINISTRY

®

"Willingness to Keep Silent"

We must listen
Psalm 46:10
“Be still and know that | am God.”
Mark 4: 24

“Take heed what you hear; with the same
measure you use, it will be measuregbta”

If you really want to listen when someone talksrre
range the letters ihISTEN and you know what you
get? SILENT!

One of the greatest comforts to a dying peliso
the gift of silence. Just as the grieving famifytioe
dying one needs someone who will just listen, aii-in
vidual who is facing his or her last days wantb#o
heard. In the same way, someone who is goir
through a marriage crisis, financial crisis or aegl
kind of loss wants to be heard. People want to ta
but in theirtime and space, not ours. They just war
someone to listen to them and to hear what theg ha
to say. Even those who are seemingly unaware
their situation, such as those suffering from Alz
heimer’s disease and dementia have a need to kn
that someone is with them during this difficult &m
They can sense the presence of another there &snd -
human presence brings comfort reminding then
“You matter to meé Our Stephen Ministers know all
they have to do is just simply be there, just shipw

When a serious illness or loss happens some-
times people will try to speak words that they khin
will improve the situation. Stephen Ministers are
trained to be good listeners. They know that dyrin
a difficult time in a person’s life, their presenaed
listening ear is the best thing they can offer.

Stephen Ministers are trained, empathetieris
ers who know God is the Cure-giver, we are only
the caregivers. Stephen Ministers are caring chil-
dren of God who walk beside others in times of
need.

Are you, or someone you know, in need of a
special Christian Friend because of:

Loneliness

Childbirth (celebrations)
Retirement changes
Moving

Spiritual Concerns

lliness, Hospitalization
Death of a Loved One
Separation or Divorce
Problems with the Law
Anxiety and/or depression

For a referral to a Stephen Minister give Cindy a
call at her office: 352-3612 or cell: 351-0886. Ma
God Bless you in the New Year.

Cindy Youngquist, Stephen Ministry Coordinator.

"Bear one another's burdens...and so fulfill the la
of Christ." (Galatians 6:2)

Effective listening shows trust and respeubag
all involved. Listening open ups the heart and th
mind. We stop thinking of ourselves and what w
think and we hear what the other person is thinkin
and feeling. One moment of silence can offer boril
grieving person the opportunity to work through
many issues and give them time to think of wha
needs to be done or what someone can do to help

Remember: The Alzheimer’s Sup-
port Group meets at 1:00 p.m. the
last Wednesday of each month at the
Gowrie Senior Suites. January’s
meeting will be on
Wednesday the 28th.

those things done.
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(Continued from page 1) which | have hurt others and the God at work provide me with the
Pastor’'s Message ways in which | have been hurt. hope | need to live in a world

message
from the &

a difficult year. 1 brilliant new skin. | long to

the little hope | 1 long to shed those memories often filled with despair.
have for the future. and feelings like a snake sheds May you be blessed with
2008 has been its skin to make way for a glimpses of God at work in and

among you. Glimpses that will

%; am ready for it to believe and trust that God is provide you with the hope you
be over and to doing a new thing this very need to live in a world often
begin a new year, moment, working in and among filled with despair.

a year that hopefully will be us to heal and restore us. | lor
filled with to be clothed
promise and . with the

hope. While | Iong to believe and brilliance of the

nothing  will [trust that God is doingnew  self
change on| a new thing this very promised in

January i .. 7| Christ. Ilong for
except the moment, WOI‘kIng In a glimpse of hope

numb e r|andamong usto healin a world that
assigned  the and restore us. often seems sg
year, a new yeatr hopeless.
provides us the opportunity to let Isaiah challenges his peop
the past be past and refocus orto open their eyes and ears to §
what lies ahead. and hear this new thing that Go
Isaiah was called to speakis doing: “Do you not perceive
God’'s word to people who it?”
struggled during difficult times. There are times when | sq
They knew all too well the pain and hear glimpses of this ne
of the crises that impacted themthing that God is doing. | hear
as a nation and as individuals.in the joy-filled voices of my
They knew the closeness of thechildren. 1 see it in the kindnes
despair that hung over them like of one neighbor to another.
a dark, ominous cloud. It was in feel it in the tender embrace d
the midst of their pain and my wife. | hear it in voices

HAVE YOU
SEEN GOD
LATELY?
TELL ME
{ ABOUT IT!

God Sightingsis a columr
written about people, places gnd
experiences that have provided
people with an experience of the
power of God at work in thefir
lives. We invite all members of the
Countryside Ministry to submjit
their God Sightingsn order to hel
all of us be aware of the wonderful
things God is doing in our livegs.
Please write a short article abgut
your “sightings” and drop it off at
the Countryside office or e-mail|it
to ziongowr@wccta.net. All
“sightings” are welcome!

struggle that Isaiah spoke lifted to praise God. | see it ir
powerful, hope-filled words: the beauty of a sanctuar
‘Do not remember the former decorated to celebrate the bir
things, or consider the things of of Christ. | feel it in the bite of]
old. | am about to do a new the wine and the crispness of tf
thing; now it springs forth, do host. If | take the time, | am
you not perceive it?” (Isaiah amazed at the many ways
43:18-19) which | see and hear God 4§
Those words are like balm work, in and among us, tg
for my soul. Isaiah promises restore hope in a world ofte
that even now God is at work filled with despair.
doing a new thing; a new thing 2008 has been a difficu
that empowers us to let go of theyear, yet it is a year in which
pain and struggle of the past.have been blessed to see a
Like Isaiah, | long to forget the hear glimpses of God at work i
struggle and pain of the past, theand among us, to heal an
difficult times, the many ways in restore us. These glimpses
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¢ NEW YEAR'S EVE u‘
a9

[}
", * PARTY,,
e JFOR EVERYONE

.
52 s *O 1T @

Trinity in Boxholm is hosting a
New Year's Eve Gathering beg|n-
ning at 7:00 p.m. and going un-
til ??? Everyone in the Counthy-
side Ministry is invited. Gameg,
fun, & beverages will be providegd.
Please bring a snack to share!
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On Sunday, February 15, begin-
ning at 5:00 p.m., the Countryside
Youth Group will again be hosting a
Valentine’s Dinner, featuring a deli-
cious meal and great entertainment.
Seating will be available by reserva-
tion only.

The profits from the dinner will
be used to defray the cost of youth
attending Sonshine Festival and the
National Youth Gathering next
summer.

Details are still being worked
out, so watch your bulletins and the
February newsletter for more infor-
mation.

%

ANNUAL
MEETING
SCHEDULE

Annual meetings for the Coun-
tryside Churches are as follows:
January 18 Zion (Budget)

Faith
Trinity
(snow date for Faith & Trinity is the
25th)

Watch your bulletins for the other
churches’ dates, as they have not yet
been set.




and poverty by collecting dollars kitchens, food banks and other
in soup pots Sunday, February 1.helping charities. Since the
What is collected stays in the Souper Bowl of Caring began in
community to help fight hunger, 1990, over $50 million has been
but we report our total to the given to help those in need. The
Souper Bowl of Caring Souper Bowl of Caring most
headquarters so that they canoften benefits local food banks
In Romans 12:13 we are told: come up with a grand total. and soup Kkitchens, but world
“Share with God’s people who Rev. Dr. Brad Smith, founder hunger organizations,
are in need. Practice hospitality.” and executive director said, "It is denominational missions and
As you are probably aware,a way for young people to put other international ministries
February 1 is the football Super God’s love into action by have also received Souper Bowl
Bowl. Our Countryside Youth developing a heart for helping of Caring dollars. Our collection
will also have our S-O-U-P-E-R others. The goal is for thesewill go to Prairie Valley Food
Bowl (of Caring). young people to see they canPantry. May God bless our gifts.
The Souper Bowl of Caring make a difference and for them
is a grassroots, faith-basedto continue contributing through|Even the woodpecker owes his suf-
crusade against hunger. We arevolunteerism when they reach cess to the fact that he uses his head
joining other churches, schools, adulthood." and keeps pecking away until he fln-
organizations and individuals  In 2008, over 14,000 groupg'Snes the job he starts.
across the country to fight hungerraised over $10 million for soup —Coleman Co

OF CARING
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Thank you for
remembering me
during the Holidays with
the many cards and gifts.
Your thoughtfulness means
S0 much to me.

! P g
! God Bless you all.
Cindy Youngquist, —
Loagr Stephen Ministry
T ' Coordinator
%%$ &




THE LIVELY PRESENCE

OF STEWARDSHIP
WITHIN THE LIVES OF ACTIVE CHRISTIANS

What is stewardship? Stewardship is a word useslr homes, our children, and everything we have.
to translate a number of terms and expressions The graciousness of a giving God provides for our
the Bible pertaining to the idea of “overseeingé th every need. Good stewards trust God with their
possessions, business affairs, property, servantsies and their possessions. Stewardship calls for
etc., of an owner or master. It pertains to thé-ma justice in sharing our resources with those persons
agement of another’s property, finances or other atvho are the “least, the last and the lost.”
fairs. Stewardship is perceived by some as being
“our loving obedience to the will of God,” looking The stewardship question is not really how much
at it from a spiritual perspective. Some believevill we give. The stewardship question is how we
stewardship is the act of assuming responsibitity f spend what we have been given.
the welfare of the world, and is devoted to caring
for the world. Regardless of perspective, we musthristian stewardship involves one’s whole life.
use properly what God has given us. Stewardshigothing is excluded. For example, we are stewards
involves finances; however, it is much more thamf God’s creation, and as Christians each of us mus
finances. It's based on understanding that eveflye a responsible steward. The Lord was, and is,
good and perfect gift is from God. It is a toté| concerned about our use of creation. He told us to
commitment. Each Christian is to determine in hipray for “our daily bread.” He told us to “give a
or her own heart how much to give. An importantup of water in his name.” He calls us to be respo
step in Christian growth is the understanding andible stewards of all creation, to see stewardakip
practicing of good stewardship. what we do with our daily lives. It's the wholerpe
son, with all that we possess, that's involved in
The New Testament teaches us that all Christiarsdewardship.
are stewards. Christian stewardship recognizes the
ownership of God. It involves life, time, abilide Christian stewardship is about the way we live our
and money. All we have is given of God. Godives and in that move toward oneness with God
glorify God in our body and spirit. Life is a gifif
God. ltis not ours to spend or use as we please. We love God because He first loved us, sogive
because Godhas given to us. Giving cheerfully

We are called should be a joy, not a chore. Giving should ba-a s

to commit to cred act of worship.

the Lordship

of Jesus Christ Stewardship is the heart of giving for enlarginglan

our minds, our empowering the kingdom of God.

bodies, our

abilities, our

time, our vo-

cation, our

avocations,




The Western lowa Synod SenioValentine’s Dinner:

High Youth Gathering will be- February 15 at 5:00 p.m. we will

January 3 & 4, 2009 at the Twimosting our annual Valentine’s Di

Lakes Christian Center, Mansoner. Tickets will be available aff

We will leave at approximatelydanuary 20. Watch your bulleti

1:00 p.m. on January 3 and retuior details.

around 3:00 p.m. on January 4. The

theme for this year's gathering is

“‘get ‘REAL.” Together we will

explore our real life which is with

Christ in God. The guest speaker

will be Judy Bultman, survivor and

Lutheran Disaster Relief site direc-

tor for hurricane KatrinaThe National Youth Gathering is

“Lightswitch,” a Christian rockcoming up fast! Based on Philip

band will perform.
Gathering will look and feel like

Souper Bowl of Caring: servant school.

February 1, 2009 we will be partici-

pating in the Souper Bowl of Caprogram is a deepening of (

ing by collecting money and canneavareness of God's call to s

goods for the Prairie Valley Foodanthood, and a deepening of

Pantry during worship. That evéasic Christian practices by whi

ning we will be hosting a Supewve live our baptismal calling to s4

Bowl Party at theFUSION build- vanthood throughout life.

ing for high school aged youth. Programming for the Gatheri

Admission is an item for the foodill follow a gospel-centered sq

pantry. vice learning model that includ
intentional preparation, action,
flection, and celebration.

At the center of the Gatherinrg

What is Prison Ministry?

Prison Min-
he istry is just
n- one of the
~ outreach

ministries of

ns
the Country-

side Churches. On the second
Wednesday of each month, members
of the Countryside Ministry join our
fellow Christians who are behind
bars in a unique worship service at
the Fort Dodge Correctional Facility.
Why not give the gift of your time
this Christmas season and join us at
Hiis very moving worship experi-

ans 2:1-8, the 2009 ELCA Yoytdnce?

a January’'s visit will be on the
14th. We leave from Zion around
45 p.m. but will make arrange-
gents to pick up people in Moorland
LoL Harcourt or meet them in the
tREson parking lot.

ch If you would like to be included
{0 this outreach ministry please call
the Countryside Ministry office by

r{Be Thursday prior to the visit to re-

gerve a spot or to ask questions about
Hhe visit.

e- Join us and see how you can
make a difference in the life of
someone behind bars.

Our scrapbooking club meets the third Saturday

each month. Our January meeting will be on S

day, January 17, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. ahZ

Anyone is welcome to come and join our club,

necessarily only members of the Countryside M

try. Even if you do not need attend every mo

we’d be glad to have you join us. Come for anrf

or two, or the whole day. Bring your friends, too.
If you have questions about our club plezseCheryl Rasmusse
Cindy Youngquist, or Colleen Palmer. Nothing viaé sold at this eve
so bring your own supplies. (We do trade and shapplies, tools, ar
ideas.) You will need to bring your own lunch dreVverage.

The FUSION Team would like
to thank everyone who helped in
any way with our Angel Tree pro-
ject. Thanks to everyone’s help
we were able to purchase gifts for
over 35 angels. (All angels are
kept confidential through our con-
tact person.) We feel so privileged
to be able to keep this wonderful
project going.
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ALSTUy apisAnmo)

Countryside Phone Numbers:

Countryside Ministry Office .............eeeeveeeaeee.. 352-3645
Rev. Jim Davis OffiCe v, 352-3932
Home ......ccmmveeennee......352-5261
Rod Meyer OffiCe ovveeiiiiiiiiiieeiis 846-6277
Home ......ccmmeeennnee...... 354-5224
Rev. Wahlgren OffiCe vt 352-3645
Home ......ccmmreeennee......352-5245
Cindy Youngquist, Office........cccccvuriueeaarnn. 352-3612
Stephen Ministry Home .....ccoviiiiiiieee, 352-3798
Countryside E-mail Addresses:
Countryside Office: ........cccceveiiiinns Ziavg @wccta.net
Rev. JIm DaviS:.....ccooovvveeviiiieiieea elca506@wccta.net
ROd MeYer: ... dnoeyer@lvcta.com
Cindy Youngquist:.................. stephencoop@iait.com

Countryside Worship Times

Calvary, Barnum...........ccoooeeeevvnnnnes e 10:30 a.m.
Faith, Harcourt.........ccoocvveeeieiiiiimmeeen 10:30 a.m.
Fulton, ROEIYN ... 9:15 a.m.
Trinity, Boxholm .........cooviiiiiiieeeee e, 9:00 a.m.
UCC/Cong., Moorland............cccccvvvvrrrs ... 8:00 @.m.
ZioN, GOWHIE .....evvieeee ettt 10:30 a.m.
also, 1st and Saturdays, 5:00 p.m.
FUSION.....ooo i Wednesday80 p.m.

at 11darket Street, Gowrie

Countryside Ministry website:
Www.countrysidecoop.org

If you have an article or picture that you woukkli

to submit for the Countryside Ministry newsletter

please send them to the Countryside office and
will try to put them in as time and space permit.

wve




