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Countryside Joint Worship

Countryside Ministry will be Sunday.
holding its annual winter joint Xi Eta Sigma, Gowrig
worship service on Sunday, chapter of Beta Sigma Phi, wil
February 22 at Zion Lutheran once again be hosting a hamba
Church in Gowrie beginning at dinner in the church fellowshig
10:30 a.m. This will be the only hall following the service. They
worship service offered in the will accept a freewill offering,
Countryside Ministry that proceeds going to communit

projects.
L0
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Cooperative Worship

today and plan on joining you
fellow Christians for this
inspirational worship

Please mark your calendarsJoyce Silvey

Countryside Ministry

Councill

Marie Bengston ------------ Trinity
Jim W. Carlson --------------- Zion
| Roberta Clausen ----------- Trinity
hlILoretta Daisy--------------- Fulton
Marc Greenfield ------------- Faith
Steve Julius---------------- Calvary
Greg Moe -------------—----- Fulton
y Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith
Bruce Towne ------------------ Zion
---------- UCC/Cong.

I Richard Silvey ------- UCC/Cong.
Amy Walrod -------------- Calvary

opportunity.

A Message from Pastor Jim—
the imposition of ashes

This morning the headline of accompanied by the ancief
the Fort Dodge Messenger read:words: “Remember that you ar
“Fort Dodge Teen Killed in dust and to dust you sha

Wednesday service that includgd

Countryside Ministry
Executive Committee

| Loretta Daisy----------- President
¢ Steve Julius------- Vice-president
b Greg Moe --------------- Secretary
| Sandy Thoma ---------- Treasurer

Rev. Jim Davis

Crash.” Caitlin Rathermel, 17, return.”
was killed in an accident on The most moving moment

Administrative Pastor

Highway 169 Saturday evening. the service came when Tanpi

gL
My heart goes out to her family stepped forward to receive th

and friends, as well as to theashes and be reminded of h
many people in our communities mortality. In her arms, she wal

- NEED A VISIT?

who have experienced the tragiccarrying Claire, who was ter
deaths of children these pastmonths old. While I've always
months. delighted in my wife’s beauty, 4§

Caitlin’s death, and the beauty | appreciate more as W
deaths of these other children,age, she is radiant when she ha
remind me of one my most baby in her arms. Babies elicit
powerful worship experiences. It joy and delight that radiates fron
happened on Ash Wednesdaydeep within her to touch those i

1991. It was a traditional Ash (Continued on page 3)

|
If you or anyone you know

could use a pastoral visit, please
contact the
Country-
side office
at 352-3645
SO a visit
can be

L

e

s alospital

. Visitation
@

L

scheduled.




"Brrr... Itis so cold out and slippery too!"

Seems like I hear said a lot lately, “I caméit for
Spring.”

Spring will bring Daffodil Days for American
Cancer, daffodils being the first flower of Spritigat
brings hope for those suffering with cancer. ast
ing those words: CANCER reminds me of Coleman.

| attended Coleman Larson’s visitation witly m
family Thursday evening and then Cheryl pickec
Cindy McCubbin and me up for his funeral last Satur
day. Talk about cold! It was bitter that day, rithe
was much snow to climb through at the cemeten
many people attended the beautiful service.

Pastor Kent Wallace of Callender’s Our Sdsior
delivered a wonderful message. Little Colemal
really touched a lot of lives and there were peopl
there from various states. We met several fror
Texas, lllinois, and Colorado. Through “carepages
com,” Peggy would write updates about Colemar
Many people from across the country have fallen i
love with this family. Special thanks to the Jdfem-
nell family—those girls gathered their friends tthgpe
and filled 1,851 balloons (John Deere green and ye
low colors) for a balloon release for Coleman, tore
each day of his 5 years of life. After we camekbac
from the cemetery and watched all those beautifi
balloons fly high in the sky it was a time to regi it
felt a little bit spring-like. The sun had comet and
all those beautiful colors filled the sky. It rerded
us that in Coleman’s short 5 years he had madg a |

October 19th Donna Moe and | traveled to At-
lantic lowa to present a combined $3,000. grant to
The United Church of Christ for its work in Stephen
Ministry. | recently received these npictures |
wanted to share and they send their thanks fer thi
wonderful outreach gift. One check for $1,000 was
from the Countryside Ministries, and the second

check of $2,000. was from Calvary Presbyterian
Church of Barnum.

U.C.C. of Atlantic began their first classty
after we were there and they are getting closédo t
time of commissioning. Their leader said; “We had
a wonderful turn-out and lots of enthusiasm. Idhav

used many of the same
guest lecturers’ re-
sources that you use
and | thank you for
making this easier for
me to lead.” Their
church may have many
older members but
they are a busy active congregation and feel Stephe
Ministry is wonderful for them.
Please pray for our upcoming class that will be
commissioned in February. Thank you.

Cindy Youngquist, Countryside Ministries Stephen
Ministry Leader ~Bear one another’s burdens...and so
fulfill the law of Christ.” GALATIANS 6:2

impact on many people. The pastor remarked h
Coleman was filled with the Holy Spirit, and he
surely was.

In the month of February we will commissidre t
latest group of graduating Stephen Ministers. €&hes
people are also filled with the Holy Spirit and Mok
ready to serve. If you know of someone that isihgrt
and could use a caregiver, please call me.

Remember: The Alzheimer’s Sup-
port Group meets at 1:00 p.m. the
last Wednesday of each month at the
Gowrie Senior Suites. February’s
meeting will be on
Wednesday the 25th.




(Continued from page 1)
Pastor’'s Message

her presence.

whom | love will someday die,
sometimes much sooner than v
could ever expect.

While these words are ¢
powerful reminder of our
mortality, they are also powerfu
a reminder of the incredible gif|
God has given us in our familie
| dipped my and friends. They remind us t
thumb in the not take life for granted becaus

That night, as
she stepped
forward, | was
awestruck with
her beauty.

ashes and, as | prepared to speakur lives will come to an end al
those ancient words, | was too soon. Finally, these word
overcome with a wave of grief also carry a promise. The)
more powerful than any | had remind us that although we wil
ever experienced. As | smearedall return to dust, that God wh
ashes in the sign of the cross oncreated us from the dust of th

Tami’'s earth has
forehead, Il « promised that not
could hardly Remember that you even death will
bear to speak are dustand to dust separate us from
the words: you shall return.” His love. The
“‘Remember that prophet Daniel

you are dust and to dust youreminded his people that “Man
shall return.” They seemed so of those who sleep in the dust ¢
harsh, so cruel. 1did not want to the earth shall awake...” It is
speak them, to be reminded thatthis promise that can comfort u

HAVE YOU
SEEN GOD
LATELY?
TELL ME
{ ABOUT IT!

God Sightingsis a columr
written about people, places gnd
experiences that have provided|an
experience of the power of God|at
work in their lives. We invite
members of the Countrysigle
Ministry to submit their God
Sightingsin order to help all of Us
be aware of the wonderful things
God is doing in our lives. Please
write a short article about yopr
“sightings” and drop it off at th
Countryside office or e-mail it fo
ziongowr@wccta.net. All
“sightings” are welcome!

this one who was so lovely, sowhen the sadness and gri

alive, so filled with joy and come.

delight, would one day return to Join me this Ash

the dust from which she had Wednesday, February 25, as v

been created. are once again reminded of th
Then | looked at my incredible gift we have beer

beautiful daughter, asleep in hergiven in the blessing of our lives

mother's arms, so peaceful andthe love we share and a God wi

innocent. | thought about just promises that not even the duj

letting her be. After all, she was of our graves will be able tg

asleep, she was just a baby, shaeparate us from His love.

didn’t understand what we were

doing. What good could

possibly come from a smudge of

ashes on her forehead and

ancient words spoken to one

unable to understand? Yet, she

also is a child of God for whom

those words are just as true as

they are for you and me. My

heart ached as | said,

“Remember that you are dust

and to dust you shall return.” It

hurts to be reminded that those

N
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Zion’s Ash Wednesday service will be February 25 at Zion
starting at 7:00 p.m. with a soup supper precedind:00 p.m.
Wednesday evening Lenten services will be as faloMarch 4, 18,
and April 1 at the United Methodist Church in Gaavand March 11
& 25 at Zion. All services will begin at 7:00 p.mith a soup supper
preceding at 6:00 p.m. Sign up in the back ofdherch to furnish
soup or bars.

Ash Wednesday service feulton, UCC, and Calvary will be at
Fulton on Feb. 25 at 7:00. Weekly Lenten servic#isrotate on
Thursday evenings at 7:00 as follows: March 5av&y, March 12
at UCC, March 19 at Fulton, March 26 at Calvaryrib® at UCC,
Maundy Thursday, April 9, at Calvary and Good Fyid&pril 10, at UMC in Farnhamville.

Ash Wednesday fdraith and Trinity will be hosted by Trinity/Boxholm on February 257a80 - with
imposition of ashes & communion.

The rest of Faith and Trinity’s schedule wagvailable at printing time. Please watch youletins
and March’s newsletter for a complete schedule.

On Sunday, February 15, begin-
ning at 6:00 p.m., the Countryside
Youth Group will again be hosting a
Valentine’s Dinner, featuring a deli-
cious stuffed pork chop meal and

2009 Daffodil Days of lowa great entertainment. Seating will be
March 9-13. 2009 available by reservation only. Tick-
’ ets cost $15.00 each. Matching
$10 Bunch of 10 Dafisd funds are being provided by
$12 Bunch & Vase Thrivent
$15 Dainty Daffodils : . . ]
$25 Gift of Hope The profits from the dinner will
$25 Bear & Bunch be used to defray the cost of youth
$25 Bear Hugs for H¢&ls) attending the Na-

tional Youth Gath-
ering, Sonshine Fes-
tival, and other
youth events.

To purchase your tickets contact
a high school youth or call/stop in
the Countryside Office (352-3645).

To order daffodils contact:
Loretta Daisy at Fulton
Diane Chalstrom at UCC
Judith Walrod at Calvary
Cindy Youngquist at Zion
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across the country to fight hungerraised over $10 million for soup
and poverty by collecting dollars kitchens, food banks and other
in soup pots Sunday, February 1.helping charities. Since the
What is collected stays in the Souper Bowl of Caring began in
community to help fight hunger, 1990, over $50 million has been
but we report our total to the given to help those in need. The
Souper Bowl of Caring Souper Bowl of Caring most
In Romans 12:13 we are told, headquarters so that they canoften benefits local food banks

OF CARING

“Share with God’s people who come up with a grand total. and soup Kkitchens, but world
are in need. Practice Rev. Dr. Brad Smith, founder hunger organizations,
hospitality.” and executive director said, "It is denominational missions and

As you are probably aware,a way for young people to put other international ministries
February 1 is the football Super God’'s love into action by have also received Souper Bowl
Bowl. Our Countryside Youth developing a heart for helping of Caring dollars. Our collection
will also have our S-O-U-P-E-R others. The goal is for thesewill go to Prairie Valley Food
Bowl (of Caring). young people to see they canPantry. May God bless our gifts.

The Souper Bowl of Caring make a difference, and for them
is a grassroots, faith-basedto continue contributing through .
crusade against hunger. We arevolunteerism when they reach !f YOU can‘tfeed a hundre
joining other churches, schools, adulthood." people, then just feed one.
organizations and individuals In 2008, over 14,000 groups —Mother Teresa

|-

Countryside’s Prison Ministry

What is Prison Ministry? Prison
Ministry is just one of the outreach ministrig¢s
of the Countryside Churches. On the second
Wednesday of each month, members of the
Countryside Ministry join our fellow Christ
tians who are behind bars in a unique worship
service at the Fort Dodge Correctional Fagil- LS
ity. Why not give the gift of your time thig
Christmas season and join us at this very movingsinp experience?
February’s visit will be on the 11th. We leave from Zion around
5:45 p.m. but will make arrangements to pick uppbedn Moorland or
Harcourt or meet them in the prison parking lot.

If you would like to be included in this oeéich ministry please call ' #
the Countryside Ministry office by the Thursdayqprto the visit to re- $ !
serve a spot or to ask questions about the visit. %

Join us and see how you can make a differenceeitifh of some- & !
one behind bars. A

& |




STEWARDSHIP, GENEROUS GIVING
& CULTURAL INFLUENCES

Someone once said, “Stewardship is everything yogenerous givers. Being a generous giver is a-spiri
do after you say ‘Yes’ to Jesus.” In other wordstual response to God’s grace and goodness.
stewardship is a lifestyle choice that recognibed t
everything is a gift from God. Our responsibiliiy How does our culture influence peoples’ giving to
Christian stewards is to manage all the gifts W&t our own church? We live in a consumer-oriented
have received from God. God is the true owner fociety. The popular culture promotes fictions.
all that we have in life. This concept is veryfidif Two common fictions are (1) peoples’ happiness is
cult for many Americans to grasp. Our culture im+elated to buying new things and (2) escalating per
plies that we deserve the things that we claimuss osonal debt is a reality of life. As a result ofstbri-
possessions. We have earned our money, and agrytation, most Americans are spending more money
decision that we make about our money is strictlyhan they are earning in a year. Consumer debt con
our own. tinues to climb to new all-time highs. With theei

of consumerism and increased personal debt,
The writings of the Old and New Testaments teackmaller amounts of money are now available for
us something different. Jesus talked about mongyersonal giving. In addition, many church members
and possessions more than any other topic. In fattave shifted from being stewards to being consum-
he mentioned money and possessions four timess. Many church members now view giving as a
more than the second most popular topic, prayefee-for-service responsibility rather than a bialic
Jesus consistently taught that our responsibility amperative.
his disciples is to recognize that God is the piewi
of all that we possess and that our call is todyx® g Are you a
erous givers of our financial resources. generous

giver, a grate-
What does it mean to be a “generous giver’? K ceful steward of
tainly does not mean to give more money than anysod’'s grace
one else. Jesus never taught that we are to lgate tand good-
which we do not have to give! Generosity is aispir ness? Or are
tual gift. A generous giver has adopted a lifestylyou a believer
of giving. A generous giver contributes his or hein fiction, al-
time, abilities, prayers and financial resourcethwi ways acquir-
a willing and joyful spirit. We have known peopleing, always
from millionaires to homeless people who wereconsuming?

All Countryside Ministry High School Youth are ined to aSuper Bowl
Party on Sunday, February 1 starting at 4:00 p.m. atHi€ION Building.
Bring something to share for a snack, a little nyoteepool and order pizza,
your own pop and a canned good for admission. rf{€antems will be do-
nated to the local food pantry.) Come and watehgame on the big screen,
play games, and have lots of fun. Friends areamécalso. If you have ques-
tions, please call Nick or Lindy at 968-4342.




Souper Bowl of Caring: youth grades 9-12. It is a you#ts well as encourage young people
February 1, 2009 we will be particministry leadership workshop, a@o become or continue to be a life-
pating in the Souper Bowl of Caringpportunity for young people ttong follower of Jesus. Poe and the
by collecting money and cannegow in their own faith and takeriginal steering committee are still
goods for the Prairie Valley Foombols back to their home congregarganizing and providing leadership
Pantry during worship. That evéions to provide leadership in tHer the Music Festival. This year’s
ning we will be hosting a Supegmouth ministry program. This yearsvent will be held on July 15-19.
Bowl Party at thé=USION building event begins on July 11 and ends©ast is $125 which includes your
for high school aged youth. Admiguly 16. Cost is $240. Contact Paigket, gas, and some food. Please
sion is an item for the food pantry. tor Jim or Cheryl if you are interregister by June 28 or your cost will
ested. Registration deadline is Juye up as ticket prices increase after

Valentine’s Dinner:
June.

February 15 at 5:00 p.m. we will b2e2'
hosting our annual Valentine’s DirSonshine Festival The National Youth Gathering is
ner. Tickets will be available aftdraunched in 1982 by local Willmagoming up fast! Based on Philippi-
January 20. Watch your bulletiddN youth pastor, Bob Poe, Soans 2:1-8, the 2009 ELCA Youth
for details. shine Festival has grown from 1,8@athering will look and feel like a
30 Hour Eamine: attendees in its first year to 25,0@@rvant school.
: . .. _.in 2007. The Willmar Community At the center of the Gathering
On March 27-28 we will partmpat& . :
) , ) ollege Campus played host to theogram is a deepening of our
in the 30 Hour Famine, an interna- : h
. . event for the first four years and adwareness of God’s call to ser-
tional youth movement to fight hun- . ) .
er. Students fast for thirty houte" outgrowing the.venue,.S..onshman.thood,_and a de(_epenlng of _the
ger. - relocated to the Willmar Civic Cerbasic Christian practices by which
and raise funds to help feed and care’ : . ) . .
) er in 1987, where it has remain&e live our baptismal calling to ser-
for children around the world. BY . .
. , or the past 22 years, in part dueuanthood throughout life.
sacrificing and serving others, th(ﬁ){ : . : .
? : e construction of the Willmar Programming for the Gathering
are learning to think beyond therp'-. o . .
.|9h School facility next doorwill follow a gospel-centered service
selves and see the world as Ch : . : i i
) roughout its 26-year history, Sotearning model that includes inten-
sees it. ) ) . . :
shine has featured nearly every ntienal preparation, action, reflection,
WIYLDE 2009: jor artist in the Christian musiand celebration.
Wholly lowa Youth Leadership andiorld and remains true to its com-

Discipling Event is designed famitment to deliver the hottest artists

ANNUAL

Our scrapbooking club meets the third Saturday MEETING
each month. Our February meeting will be on S§

day, February 21, from 9:00am.to 3:00p.m.anz  SCHEDULE
Anyone is welcome to come and join our club,
not necessary to be a member of the Country Annual meetings for the Coun-
Ministry. Even if you can not attend every molryside Churches are as follows:

we’'d be glad to have you join us. Come for anr

or two, or the whole day. Bring your friends, too. February 1 Calvary
If you have questions about our club plezaé Cheryl Rasmusse
Cindy Youngquist, or Colleen Palmer. Nothing i# sold at this eve| Fepruary 8 UCC

so bring your own supplies. (We do trade and skapplies, tools, ar
ideas.) You will need to bring your own lunch dreVerage.
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ALSTUy apisAnmo)

Countryside Phone Numbers:

Countryside Ministry Office .............eeeeveeeaeee.. 352-3645
Rev. Jim Davis OffiCe v, 352-3932
Home ......ccmmveeennee......352-5261
Rod Meyer OffiCe ovveeiiiiiiiiiieeiis 846-6277
Home ......ccmmeeennnee...... 354-5224
Rev. Wahlgren OffiCe vt 352-3645
Home ......ccmmreeennee......352-5245
Cindy Youngquist, Office........cccccvuriueeaarnn. 352-3612
Stephen Ministry Home .....ccoviiiiiiieee, 352-3798
Countryside E-mail Addresses:
Countryside Office: ........cccceveiiiinns Ziavg @wccta.net
Rev. JIm DaviS:.....ccooovvveeviiiieiieea elca506@wccta.net
ROd MeYer: ... dnoeyer@lvcta.com
Cindy Youngquist:.................. stephencoop@iait.com

Countryside Worship Times

Calvary, Barnum...........ccoooeeeevvnnnnes e 10:30 a.m.
Faith, Harcourt.........ccoocvveeeieiiiiimmeeen 10:30 a.m.
Fulton, ROEIYN ... 9:15 a.m.
Trinity, Boxholm .........cooviiiiiiieeeee e, 9:00 a.m.
UCC/Cong., Moorland............cccccvvvvrrrs ... 8:00 @.m.
ZioN, GOWHIE .....evvieeee ettt 10:30 a.m.
also, 1st and Saturdays, 5:00 p.m.
FUSION.....ooo i Wednesday80 p.m.

at 11darket Street, Gowrie

Countryside Ministry website:
Www.countrysidecoop.org

THE NEXT COUNTRYSIDE COUNCIL
MEETING WILL BE MONDAY, FEBRUARY
2 AT 7:00 P.M. AT ZION.




