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Rural Ministry Conference Council

Pastor Jim Davis, Monte ELCA. His previous service il Marie Bengston------------ Trinity
Albert, Cindy Youngquist, & ministry included nearly twelvg Jim W. Carlson --------------- Zion
Loretta Daisy will be guest years as the bishop of the Roberta Clausen ----------- Trinity
panelists at the 38Annual Rural Metropolitan New York Synod,| Loretta DaiSy--------------- Fulton
Ministry Conference to be held ELCA. He is a published autho, Steve Julius---------------- Calvary
March 1-3 at the Wartburg whose most recent book@race | Greg Moe ------------------- Fulton
Theological Seminary in All Around Us: Embracing| Dorothy Nahnsen------------ Faith
Dubuque. God’s Promise in Tragedy an¢l Joan Peterson ---------------- Faith

Other keynote speakersLoss(2007). Bruce Towne ------------------ Zion
include: The Right Reverend | Joyce Silvey---------- UCC/Cong.

The Reverend Dr. Stephen Claude Payne now retired,| Richard Silvey ------- UCC/Cong.
Bouman, Executive Director for formerly the ¥ Bishop of the| Amy Walrod ------------—-- Calvary

Evangelical Outreach and Episcopal Diocese of Texag

Congregational Mission in the (Continued on page 5)

become too narrow for my sping
cord and was applying pressu

Thank you for your prayers, on my spinal cord resulting in
thoughtfulness and other acts ofvariety of unpleasant symptom:
kindness at the time of my The solution was for the surg
surgery and during this time of to remove the tops of three of

A Message from Pastor Jim—

care and concern mean a greabn my spinal cord. The goal O
deal to me and are deeplythe surgery was to stop th
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recovery. Your expressions of vertebrae to relieve the pressufe

Countryside Ministry
Executive Committee

Loretta Daisy----------- President
Jim Carlson------- Vice-president
Dorothy Nahnsen ------ Secretary
Sandy Thoma ---------- Treasurer

Rev. Jim Davis
Administrative Pastor

appreciated. It is a wonderful progression of the disease, whig
gift to be surrounded by the love could lead to paralysis
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NEED A VISIT?

and care of family, church and Hopefully, the surgery will also
community. relieve some of the symptom
Some of you may have that have developed.
noticed that | have often limped  Thanks to the knowledge an
during the past year. That wasskills of my surgeon, Dr. Thoma
just one of the symptoms of Carlstrom, and his staff, my
spinal stenosis — the problem |surgery was a success. | deef
recently had surgically corrected. appreciate their care.
The spinal canal in my neck had (Continued on page 3)
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If you or anyone you know
could use a pastoral visit, please
contact the

d

5 Hospital Country-
Visitation side office
w» g at 352-3645

SO a Vvisit
can be
scheduled.




Stephen Ministry
2009 Commissioned Class

Stephen Ministers provide one-to-one Clarsti
care to the bereaved, hospitalized, terminallysiépa-
rated, divorced, unemployed, relocated, and othe
facing a crisis or life challenge. Stephen Ministr
helps pastors and congregations provide quality ce
ing ministry for as long as people need it.

During the Countryside Ministries’ annuainjo

Worship service February 22nd, eleven lay peopl

were commissioned as Stephen Ministers.

Stephen Ministry Class of 2009
Front: Coordinator—Cindy Youngquist, Mary Harklaulia
Fevold, Darlene Plain, Rose Malison, Pam Kennell
Back: Marv Jensen, Cheryl Rasmussen, Kathy Mogljrika
Olsen, Sandy Thoma Absent: Susanne Hindman

In Matthew 11:28-30, Jesus tells his followers, &0
to me, all you who are weary and burdened, andll wi

give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and leam fro

me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and ydu wi
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and
burden is light."

Do you feel weary?

Does the yoke of life seem too difficult for

you to carry alone?

Are your burdens too much to bear?

God has called these eleven and forty-nneip

ous class graduates within our congregations to
serve as Stephen Ministers. These people are
trained and supported in walking with others
through difficult times in their lives.

| am the coordinator and it is a tremendous
privilege to work with these people. They have
shared many of their stories with me and | can tell
that the Stephen Ministers have received as much if
not more from their caring relationships as thescar
receivers.

One lady once told me that she just loves he
Stephen Minister. She said, “She shows me love
and gives of her time so willingly. My family lige
such a long distance away and if my Stephen Minis-
ter didn’'t come see me | don’t know what | would
do. | get so lonely and she is my bright spothie t
day when she comes.”

Another time | heard, "My Stephen Minister
listened to me when everyone else was tired of-hear
ing me at that point in my life. He was always
there—listening, sharing Scriptures, praying with
me. That was when | realized that God was still
working in my life, Jesus was still saying 'yes' to
me, and | was going to be okay.”

Think about your life and the lives of theop
ple around you. Are you going through a time of
crises or challenge? Do you know someone who is
suffering from grief or loneliness? Is one of your
friends struggling to find meaning in life after be
she has retired or after all the children have gone
Could you or someone you know benefit from the
care of a Stephen Minister?

Each of us has had times when we are lonely,
grieving, hurt, or in need of care. In his sectetd
ter to the Corinthians, Paul tells us that suclu-tro
bles can bring spiritual growth to the suffererurO
Stephen Ministers offer this Christ-like care togh
in need.

If you have questions about the work of the
Stephen Ministers in our area feel free to call me.
Please consider whether you know of someone who
needs their care. And | ask you to remember them
and their ministries in your thoughts and prayers.

Cindy Youngquist, Countryside Ministries’ Stephen
Ministry Leader ~Bear one another’s burdens...and so
fulfill the law of Christ.” GALATIANS 6:2




running smoothly. My parent
and brothers have been vel
supportive and willing to help

(Continued from page 1)
Pastor’'s Message

Carlstrom is

confident that
the progression
of the disease
has been
stopped. The

with anything. The staff at lowe
Methodist Medical Center wa:s
terrific. Brad Cathcart, son o
Steve and Kris Cathcart, is th
Nurse Manager of the floor or
immediate which | stayed. The care wa
recovery is superb! Thank you Cheryl

expected to be four to six weeks;Cindy, Rev. Wabhlgren, Pasto
however, it may take a year or Shepherd and everyone else wi
more before | will know how made certain that the work of th
much relief 1 will receive from church continued and whg
the symptoms | have beenencouraged me to take the tim
experiencing. | was surprised to fully recover. While | am by
and delighted to nature a grateful

discover that Dr.| « person, this
Carlstrom has "'and_’ hopefully, experience has lec
Gowrie roots. His begin to run me to an even
father grew up again_” deeper awareness ¢
west of town and how blessed | am.
his mother grew up in Thank you!

Farnhamville. While Dad was | hope that over the comini
baptized at Zion, his mother was months | will experience relief
a good Methodist who led his from my symptoms and,

HAVE YOU
SEEN GOD
LATELY?
TELL ME
{ ABOUT IT!

God Sightingsis a column
written about people, places gnd
experiences that have provided
experience of the power of God
work in their lives. We invite
members of the Countrysigle
Ministry to submit their God
Sightingsin order to help all of Us
be aware of the wonderful things
God is doing in our lives. Please
write a short article about yopr
“sighting” and drop it off at th
Countryside office or e-mail it fo
ziongowr@wccta.net. All
“sightings” are welcome!

at

father astray. ;) hopefully, begin to run again
It has been a humbling Whether | do or not, however,
experience to not be able toam confident that God will bless
engage in my normal activities me with the grace to bed
and to have to depend on sowhatever lies ahead, along wit
many others for my care. Tamithe support of family and
and the kids have been friends.
wonderful in caring for me and Thank you for your love anc
keeping things in our family care. | am forever grateful.

Remember: The Alzheimer’s Sup-
port Group meets at 1:00 p.m. the
last Wednesday of each month at th
Gowrie Senior Suites. March’s
meeting will be on
Wednesday the 25th.
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TRINITY:

3/1 - at United Methodist, Boxholm

3/8 - at United Methodist, Pilot Mound

3/15 ----at Trinity, Boxholm

3/22 ----at United Methodist, Boxholm

3/29 ----at United Methodist, Pilot Mound

45 - at Trinity, Boxholm

for all above dates 6 p.m. dinner; service at 7 p.m

4/9 Seder Meal at Faith, Harcourt

----------- (for reservations call 354-5224)

4/10 ----Good Friday Service at Trinity—7:30 p.m.
4/12 ----Easter Breakfast at Trinity—=8:00 a.m.
----------- Easter Service at Trinity—9:00 a.m.

FAITH:

Wednesdays, MarcH"ahrough April £ soup
suppers at 6 p.m., services at 6:45 p.m.

4/10 ----Good Friday Service at Trinity—7:30 p.m.

4/12 ----Easter Breakfast at Faith—9:30 a.m.

4/12 ----Easter Service at Faith—210:30 a.m.

All Lenten services at Faith and Trinity will be
based on the them@&b Place Without Grace”

and will explore the expressions of God’s grace in
locations including Galilee, Samaria, the Pool of
Bethsaida, the Upper Room, the Garden of
Gethsemane, and the Streets of Jerusalem.

ZION:

3/4------ at United Methodist Church
3/11----at Zion

3/18---- at United Methodist Church
3/25---- at Zion

4/1 - at United Methodist Church
for all above dates 6 p.m. dinner; service at 7 p.m

4/9 - Maundy Thursday at Zion—7:00 p.m.
4/10---- Good Friday at Zion—7:00 p.m.

4/12---- Easter Sunrise Service at Zion—7:00 a.m.
4/12---- Easter Breakfast at Zion—8:00 a.m.
4/12---- Easter Service at Zion—10:30 a.m.

CALVARY, FULTON, & UCC:

3/5- at Calvary—7:00 p.m.

3/12----at UCC—7:00 p.m.

3/19---- at Fulton—7:00 p.m.

3/26---- at Calvary—7:00 p.m.

4/2----- at UCC—7:00 p.m.

4/9 - Maundy Thursday at Calvary—7:00 p.m.
.- Good Friday at UMC, Farn'ville—7:00 p.m.
.- Easter Service at Calvary—7:30 a.m.
----------- Breakfast following

..« Easter Service at UCC—8:00 a.m.

..« Easter Service at Fulton—9:15 a.m.
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The Countryside Ministry $19,333.08. Dorothy Nahnsen The “New Visions for Long-
Council met February 2, 2009 at moved, seconded by JoyceTerm Pastors” meeting was
Zion Lutheran Church in Gowrie. Silvey, to renew the CD for 6 mentioned.

Present: Loretta Daisy, Amy months. Motion carried. This In New Business an election
Walrod, Judith Walrod, Sandy year’s auditors will be from of officers was held. The new
Thoma, Dorothy Nahnsen, Marie UCC, Trinity and Zion. They officers will be:

Bengston, Roberta Clausen, Gregwill schedule their meeting time Loretta Daisy, President,

Moe, Jim W. Carlson, Joyce and place. Jim W. Carlson, Vice President,

Silvey, Richard Silvey, John In old business a discussionDorothy Nahnsen, Secretary.
Samuelson and Bruce Towne.was held regarding Pastor Jim'sThanks to those who have
Pastor Davis was absent,January 22, 2009 letter to the served.

recuperating from surgery. Countryside Ministry Council. Amy Walrod moved,

Loretta called the meeting to Several ideas were presented andeconded by Jim W. Carlson, to
order at 7:00 p.m. and led the council drafted a statement: add Cheryl Rasmussen as a

devotions. Minutes of the The council wishes Pastor signatory on the Countryside
November 10, 2008 meeting Jim continued healing. Ministry bank accounts. Carried.
were read and approved. The council is willing to help Sandy Thoma is the other

Sandy Thoma gave the the pastor in any way signatory.
financial report. The report was possible to lighten his load,; The council has volunteered
approved as submitted. such as salary, staff, andto be greeters and hosts for the
December 31, 2008 balance is  support. (Continued on page 7)

(Continued from page 1)

- ’ 1 Ty Rural Ministry Conference
Countryside’s Prison MINIStIY [ e gowth in
congregational membership,

What is Prison Ministry? prison | Worship attendance, confirmations
Ministry is just one of the outreach ministri{ @nd other aspects of ministry and
of the Countryside churches. On the secq Mission under his leadership.
Wednesday of each month, members of | Bishop Payne is the co-author of
Countryside Ministry join our fellow Chris| theé book Reclaiming the Great
tians who are behind bars in a unique wors| Commission: A Practical Model
service at the Fort Dodge Correctional Faq for Transforming Denominations
ity. Why not give the gift of your time thij{ @nd Congregationg2000). _
Lenten season and join us at this very moving wprekperience? Diana Stephen an Elder in
March'’s visit will be on the 11th. We leave from Zion around 5:4| the Presbyterian Church (USA)
p.m. but will make arrangements to pick up peopl®borland or Har-| @nd former General Assembly’s
court or meet them in the prison parking lot. Associate for Network Support of
If you would like to be included in this oudigh ministry please ¢4 Rural ~and Small  Church
the Countryside Ministry office by the Thursdayarto the visit to rel Ministries. She is the author of

serve a spot or to ask questions about the visit. several publications in rural
Join us and see how you can make a differencesififthof someong Ministry, including most recently
behind bars. Spiritual Vitality through

Cooperative Ministry (2008). She
was a keynote speaker at the Rural
Ministry Conference in 2003 and a
recipient that year of the RMC
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RESPONDING TO GOD'S
GENEROUS LOVE

“And hope does not disappoint us, because God hpswerless,” Paul wrote, “Christ died for the un-
poured out his love into our hearts by the Holygodly.” These familiar words threaten to pass over
Spirit, whom he has given us.” (Romans 5). our heads without the contemplation they deserve.
They offer at least two messages to us. Theifirst
From time to time in the Scriptures, we are rethat we were and are loved by God, through Christ,
minded that generous giving began in the heart @ven though we have done nothing to deserve his
God. It is at the very core of God’s presence andffection. In fact, we have often thwarted thatelo
work in the life of Jesus. much as a teenager irrationally rebels againsbhis
her family.
“God has poured out his love into our hearts,” Paul
wrote. We cannot afford to consign these words tdhe second thought is equally important: the God
mere theological rhetoric. Paul experienced thissho gives to us so generously has provided a pat-
love. Having been raised and trained in a lawtern of giving for us to adopt. At the heart ofrou
conscious frame of thought, he knew what it wagiving is a certain mindset. we are to give to the
like to feel as though he could never measure upne in need, the one who is weak, the one who is
He knew the debilitating demands of a religion thabppressed, not because they beg us to do so, 1ot be
said that one was never good enough. cause they promise to praise us or flood us with ap
preciation, and not because we expect immediate
And then he was touched with the grace of God iresults. We give because we love!
Jesus Christ. This was a dimension of Israel's God
he had never known. And once he became awand/hat happens to our gift once given is between the
he never stopped extolling the praises of a God wheceiver and God. It was ours to give, and our ex-
led with his pectations and conditions stop there. If there is
love, his gen- some kind of return, appreciation or result, satbe
erous love. We are permitted to delight in such a moment. But
this is not why we give.
This was not a
conditional We give because God gave, and still gives. Out of
generosity that our growing trust relationship with God, we re-
flowed from spond with love and compassion.
God. “When
we were still

The Countryside Of-
fice would like to have
your e-mail address. We
are looking at ways to
communicate more effec-

tively with people and the current modern trentbis
communicate via e-mail. So please help us out by
sending your e-mail address to ziongowr@wccta.
Your address will not be shared with anyone outside
of the church without your prior consent.

If you ordered daffodils
from the American Cance
Society they will be at your
church and ready for pick up
on Sunday, March 15.

Thank you to everyong
who ordered!!




30 Hour Famine: June 22. and providing leadership for the
On March 27-28 we will partidpat%onshine Festival Music Festival. This year's event
in the 30 Hour Famine, an interng- , . will be held July 15-19. Cost is
. . Launched in 1982 by local Willma o .
tional youth movement to figh N vouth pastor Bob Poe. So 125 which includes your ticket,
hunger. Students fast for thir iney Festﬁ/al has rown' fro$es: and some food. Please register
hours and raise funds to help fe%a3 1as gr lf)é( June 28 or your cost will go up,

. 00 attendees in its first year : . )
and care for children around t% 000 in 2007. The Willmar Con"ce ticket prices increase after
world. By sacrificing and servingﬂ’ ) J

4 : iunity College Campus playe
;g;l%rst’hg]r%;\rgéegggngef ttatlan\ijvgﬁ t to the event for the first folrhe National Youth Gathering is

as Christ sees it years and after outgrowing theming up fast! Based on Philippi-
' venue, Sonshine relocated to thes 2:1-8, the 2009 ELCA Youth

WIYLDE 2009: Willmar Civic Center in 1987 Gathering will look and feel like a

Wholly lowa Youth Leadership andhere it has remained for the pasrvant school.

Discipling Event is designed fd22 years, in part due to the con- At the center of the Gathering
youth grades 9-12. It is a yousitruction of the Willmar Highprogram is a deepening of our
ministry leadership workshop, @chool facility next door. Throughawareness of God’s call to ser-
opportunity for young people tout its 26-year history, Sonshin@anthood, and a deepening of the
grow in their own faith and takbas featured nearly every major apasic Christian practices by which
tools back to their home congregat in the Christian music world ange live our baptismal calling to ser-
tions to provide leadership in themains true to its commitment t@nthood throughout life.

youth ministry program. Thisleliver the hottest artists as well as Programming for the Gathering
year's event begins July 11 ammhcourage young people to becomi follow a gospel-centered ser-

ends July 16. Cost is $240. Coor continue to be life-long followersice learning model that includes
tact Pastor Jim or Cheryl if you amd Jesus. Poe and the original steiatentional preparation, action, re-
interested. Registration deadlineiigy committee are still organizinflection, and celebration.

(Continued from page 5)
Council Minutes

_ _ joint service on February 22, 2009
Our scrapbooking clubnormally meets the third Saturday of e{ 3nd are advised to be stationed 1/2

month. Our March meeting, however, will be on Sktarch 14, fron hour before the service.

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Zion due to cleaning alag April's date willb§  Roperta Clausen moved,
the 25th due to a bridal shower. Anyone is welcémeome and join ol seconded by Joyce Silvey, to
club, itis not necessary to be a member of thenG@yside Ministry. Eveladjourn.  Carried.  Following

if you can not attend every month, we'd be glatidwe you join us. Con| adjournment, the Council joined

fOI’ an hOUI’ or tWO, or the WhOIe day Bl’ing yO[lEIfldS, too. together in praying the Lord’s
If you are interested in beginning to sgeer photos by scrapboo Prayer.
ing, Ca.” a member Of the CIUb and we will be gﬂad'le|p yOU get starte Greg Moe’ Councn Secretary

Scrapbooking is a fun way to save your family meg®for generatior| (Thanks for allowing me to serve.)
to come.

If you have questions about our club, pleasi

Cheryl Rasmussen, Cindy Youngquist, or Col

Palmer. Nothing will be sold at this event so

your own supplies. (We do trade and share sup

tools, and ideas.) You will need to bring your

lunch and beverage.




ALSTUy apisAnmo)

Countryside Phone Numbers:

Countryside Ministry Office .............eeeeveeeaeee.. 352-3645
Rev. Jim Davis (O] 11 To1 R 352-3932
Home ......ccmmveeennee......352-5261
Rod Meyer OffiCe ovveeiiiiiiiiiieeiis 846-6277
HOME ... 354-5224
Rev. Wahlgren Office.......... e a2 352-3645
Home ......ccmmreeennee......352-5245
Cindy Youngquist, Office........cccccvuriueeaarnn. 352-3612
Stephen Ministry Home .....ccoviiiiiiieee, 352-3798
Countryside E-mail Addresses:
Countryside Office: ........cccceveiiiinns Ziavg @wccta.net
Rev. JIm DaviS:.....ccooovvveeviiiieiieea elca506@wccta.net
ROd MeYer: ... dnoeyer@lvcta.com
Cindy Youngquist:.................. stephencoop@iait.com
Countryside Worship Times
Calvary, Barnum...........ccoooeeeevvnnnnes e 10:30 a.m.
Faith, Harcourt...........ccccoovvvveiiiescmmmee e 10:30 a.m.
Fulton, ROEIYN ... 9:15 a.m.
Trinity, Boxholm .........cooviiiiiiieeeee e, 9:00 a.m.
UCC/Cong., Moorland............cccccvvvvrrrs ... 8:00 @.m.
ZiON, GOWFIE ...eeiiiriiie et 10:30 a.m.
also, 1st and Saturdays, 5:00 p.m.
FUSION.....ooo i Wednesday80 p.m.

at 11darket Street, Gowrie

REMINDER: Daylight Saving Time begins
on March 8. Don't forget to set your clocks
ahead before retiring on March 7 so you won't
be late for church on Sunday Morning.

Countryside Ministry website:
www.countrysidecoop.org



