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Easter Symbols & Customs

of Jesus' body hanging from it.

There are many symbols symbolizes the sacrifice Jesl
used during Easter week thatmade by allowing Himself to bg
remind Christians of the original killed. An empty cross—that is
Easter events and their meaningWithout the figure of Christ
Most of these Symb0|s are usedcrUCiﬁed—remindS Christians o

only during the Easter season.Jesus' victory over death and theDorothy Nahnsen

The rest are part of Christian life new life and hope this victory
and worship throughout the year. brings to believers.

The crucifix and the cross Candles are burned durir
are present in churches and manynany Easter celebrations
homes throughout the year. A especially the vigil and midnigh

crucifix is a cross with an image (Continued on page 4)
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morning dew. The sound of the
softly foot-falls was all that

A message from Pastor Jim—

Christ is risen!
indeed! in her own thoughts as the

In just a few weeks, we will struggled with the sadness th
once again join our voices with had fallen on their hearts like
the voices that echo throughoutdeep shadow. They had come
the centuries, as we proclaim: offer a final act of love to thei
“Christ is risen! He is risen, dead friend, to give him a prope

r

He is risen, broke the silence. Each was lost
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indeed!” This is an ancient burial.
proclamation filled with the hope Their grief was quickly

NEED A VISIT?

that not even the darkness of thetransformed into shock as theg
grave can separate us from thestepped into the tomb an
love of God revealed in Jesus thediscovered that his body wal
Christ. gone. What could havg

More than two millennia ago, happened?  Who could haV
a small group of women wearily taken him?  Why, oh why
made their way to a tomb ascouldn't they let him rest in
morning began to dawn.

hung as heavily in the air as the (Continued on page 3)

Grief peace? Why did they need {o

Yy
il
S

e Hospital

If you or anyone you know
could use a pastoral visit, please
contact the
Country-
side office
at 352-3645
SO a visit
can be
scheduled.

Visitation
Q)




STEPHEN MINISTRY

learned to share.
| always feel lucky to talk about our Stephe
Ministry program. | told them how Stephen Minis-
try is based on the idea that all Christians angsni
. ters. The responsibility for passing on God'’s leve
for all Christians, not just for a chosen few. God
We Are Role Models! has given us all gifts for ministry and called os t
put those gifts to use. 1 told them that we haad h
four classes training sixty-two Stephen Ministers
_ 1 feel so very lucky! | am so lucky to work 54 that we assist the pastors, never replace them.
with the people in our church and communities\yit oniy two pastors for all our churches, it istn
daily. . . _ possible for them to meet the needs of every single
_ The first week in March, Pastor Davis, L@et o500 Stephen Ministers expand the care our
Daisy, Monte Albert_ and | were asked to speak ¢, rch can offer by equipping and organizing mem-
Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque about the Country pes 15 provide Christian care. This gives usra la
side Ministry. _ ger pool of people with gifts, skills, and callitg
Dr. Paul BaglygsDirector at the Center for ing Christ's love and care to those who most need
Tr_le_olo_gy a_md Land, introduced us saylf‘@hared_ it. Later that evening Loretta Daisy said to me:
ministries is any and all ways that congregation: “Did you hear the gasp of the audience when you
and ministry leaders can better serve the missfon ¢ .4 e have commissioned over sixty-two Stephen
the gospel by doing together what cannot be dor \inisters. 2" Churches want to have this same thing
alone.” He told the audience that we were thej, their home congregations. They are hungry for
model of how this can work. _ helpers, volunteers and workers to be there foh eac
We were a part of a panel of eight, the 0the yy0r vy should be very proud of what you have
four being members of the South Western 10W. jone  Not just the Stephen Ministers, but our eoun
Ministry (S'W'l'M'.) team, seven churches thal o members, our choirs, our women’s groups, the
formed a cooperative ministry just a few years agc men's group and our youth groups— you are all
Following a nice meal in thg college in the dinin¢ \sopEL'S and these church leaders we spoke to
room, we spoke to approximately 150 attendee \yere 4| hopeful that some day they would have
mostly pastors. The reason | say we are luckgis b\ 1o+ \we have. Afterwards | had many, many of
cause we have already gone through the hare-pa \hem come up to me with their business cards and
organizing and setting up a cooperative ministry ¢ it they could contact me.
Nearly all the others in attendance were only tegki Congratulations, Countryside  Ministry!

about and CO”S'der:'”g this verltuhre.“ I . You are all working hard to make our cooperative
We are now the “experts,” the “role modeitia ¢ ,ccessful and we are so proud of you all. What an
even though it was overwhelming to be a part of ,,h0r 1o be invited to come and speak about our

panel like that, it was also uplifting and oneledse o4t ministry and the wonderful people you all are
God-experiences” that Cheryl asks for in our

monthly newsletter. The audience was encourage
to ask us questions and they did. We didn’t hdlve ¢
the answers and perhaps not all the answers we g
were the right ones, but as | said, we are a MODEL
Most wanted to know how we make it work “Bear one another's burdens...and so fulfill theviaf
and how we all get along and if everyone wa Christ.” Galations 6:2
happy.
Well you probably can answer those questior
yourself-not always does everything work as yo!
would want in life and not everyone is happy aé th
time, but we explained that God leads us and w
follow, we all try to work together and we have

Cindy Youngquist, Countryside Ministry’s StephennMi
istry Leader
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What happened? What i

happening?

(Continued from page 1)
Pastor's Message

torment him
even in death?
Suddenly two
men in dazzling
clothes  stood
beside them.
The women risen, indeed!

As amazing as it is, there al
many of us who choose
believe, to hope, that it is true
that Christ is risen, that death hs
been defeated, that love i
victorious. Christ is risen! He is

message
from the f@\’

were terrified That simple proclamation ha
and bowed their faces to thethe power to transform grief
ground, but the men said to shock and terror into hope an
them, “Why do you look for the joy. It offers us the hope tha
living among the dead? He is nothing, not even the darkness |
not here, but has risen.” (Luke the grave can separate us fro

24:5) the love of God revealed in Jest
What an the Christ. What
incredible “Why do you lookl wonderful news!
experience: grief, .- We each face
shock and terror. for the I|V|ng | situations in life
It must have left| @mong the dead?’ that leave us caugh

their heads reelin in the grip of grief,
and hearts pounding. It couldn’t shock and terror. Death
be true, could it? He couldn’t be illnesses, broken relationship
alive, could he? What had and financial struggles are but
happened? What wasfew of the events that cal
happening? threaten to rob us of the hop

It was astonishing, but by the and joy Christ offers us. Easte
end of the day something evenhowever, is a reminder that eve
more amazing happened; theyin the midst of our grief, shock
came to believe, to hope, thatand terror, Christ is with us an

HAVE YOU
SEEN GOD
LATELY?
| TELL ME
i ABOUT IT!

.

Ok, so | know plenty of you
have had &od Sightingn the past
month or two. Why not take just a
few minutes and tell the rest of us
about the good you have seen in
people instead of keeping it to
yourself?

God Sightingsis a column
written about people, places and
experiences that have provided an
experience of the power of God at
work in your life or that of
someone around you. We invite all
members of the Countryside
Ministry to submit their God
Sightingsin order to help all of us
be aware of the wonderful things
God is doing in our lives. Please
write a short article about your
“sighting” and drop it off at the
Countryside office or e-mail it to
ziongowr@wccta.net. All
“sightings” are welcome!

Christ had risen, that death hadthat nothing, not even death, cg
been defeated, that love wasseparate us from the love of Gg
victorious. Christis risen! He is revealed to us in Jesus th
risen, indeed! Christ.
The Easter proclamation: May each of you be blesse
“Christ is risen! He is risen, with the hope and joy that wil
indeed!” sounds just as sustain you in the midst of you|
astonishing today as it must havestruggles as you lift your voice
on that first Easter morning. It and join in that joyous
couldn’'t be true, could it? He proclamation that “Christ is
couldn't be alive, could he? risen! He is risen, indeed!”

Remember: The Alzheimer’s Support Group
meets at 1:00 p.m. the last Wednesday of ea
month at the Gowrie Senior Suites. April’'s
meeting will be on Wednesday the 29th.
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- \& ZION
BINEY, "WEE SERECE 4/9------ Maundy Thursday Service at Zion.7:00.p.m
TRINITY: 4/10---- Good Friday Service at Zion.......... 700,
49 - Seder Meal at Faith, Harcourt 4/12---- Easter Sunrise Service at Zion ....... a00.
(for reservations call 354-5224) 4/12---- Easter Breakfast at Zion ........... 8:00 a.m.
4/10 ----Good Friday Service at Trinity ...... 7@8@n. | 4/12---- Easter Service at Zion .............. 0:30 a.m.
4/12 ----Easter Breakfast at Trinity ........ 8:00 a.m.
Easter Service at Trinity ...........9:00 a.m. | CALVARY, FULTON, & UCC:
4/9------ Maundy Thursday at Calvary......... 706,
FAITH: 4/10---- Good Friday at First United Church in
4/9 .- Seder Meal at Faith, Harcourt Farnhamville .............cccccoeee. 7:00 p.m.
(for reservations call 354-5224) 4/12---- Easter Service at Calvary ........... :30Aa.m.
4/10 ----Good Friday Service at Trinity ...... 7130n. breakfast following
4/12 ----Easter Breakfast at Faith.......... 9:30 a.m. | 4/12----Easter Service at UCC.............. 8:00 a.m.
Easter Service at Faith ........... 10:30 a.m. | 4/12---- Easter Service at Fulton ........... 9:15 a.m.
Easter Symbols associated with the Easter seas@arnivals often feature parades in
(Continued from page 1) Pretzels, for example, wenghich people wear elaborate

services before Easter Sundayiginally a Lenten food. Theicostumes. The best-known Mardi

Christians associate Jesus with timested shape suggested arf@sas parade in North America takes

light from candles, calling Him "therossed in prayer. Hot cross bumace in New Orleans.

Light of the World." Manynow eaten throughout the Easter Exchanging and eating Easter

churches extinguish candles on thegason, were first baked in Englaadgs is a popular custom in many

altars on Good Friday to show thit be served on Good Friday. Tleuntries. In most cases, chicken

Jesus' light has gone out. In Romlauns have a cross made of icing eggs are used. The eggs are hard-

Catholic churches, the specitle top. boiled and dyed in various colors
paschal candle is lit on Easter and patterns. Many countries have
Sunday next to the main altar. The their own traditional patterns.

candle represents Jesus' return to A number of popular custonfyobably the most famous Easter
life. The candle is often lit duringre observed during the Eas®®9s are those designed in Ukraine
the next 40 days, until it is put odkason. Some are followed by m@&d Poland, where Christians

on Ascension Day. Christians. Others are observed iflgcorate the eggs with complicated
Easter lilies are used Harticular area or by a particuled, black, and white patterns.
decorate churches and homes. Tgup. In many countries, children hunt

large, pure white blossoms remind carnivals provide opportunitide’ Easter eggs hidden about the
Christians of the pure new life th@sy feasting and merrymakingome.  Children in the United
comes to them through thgefore the solemn fast days of Lefingdom, Germany, and some other
Resurrection of Jesus. The word carnival comes from tH&untries play a game in which eggs
The lamb is a particularlyatin word carnelevarium, whic@reé rolled against one another or
important Easter symbol in centrgleans removal of meat. The mé&Qwn a hill.  The egg that stays
and eastern European countries. fglinous carnival is the Mardi Gragncracked the longest wins. Since
represents Jesus and relates FEhfebrated on Shrove Tuesday, thHé/8, children in Washington, D.C.,
death to that of the lamb sacrificeghy before Lent begins. Mardi Gr&gve been invited to roll eggs on the
on the first Passover. ChristiaRs 3 French term that means BAhite House lawn.
traditionally refer to Jesus as "thgiesday. It refers to the fat ox that E99s and rabbits are the only
Lamb of God." traditionally led a procession ofﬁlmlllar symbols unrelated to the
Certain other foods al®hrove Tuesday in France. (Continued on page 5)




Countryside’s Prison Ministry

What is Prison Ministry? Prison Min-
istry is just one of the outreach ministries of {
Countryside churches. On the second Wedi
day of each month, members of the Countrys
Ministry join our fellow Christians who are bg
hind bars in a unique worship service at the R
Dodge Correctional Facility. Why not give the gift your time this
Lenten season and join us at this very moving wprekperience?

April’s visit will be on the 8th. We now leave from Zion aroun
5:30 p.m.,due to new hours at the prison, but will make agesmnents
to pick up people in Moorland or Harcourt or mestn in the prison
parking lot.

If you would like to be included in this oudidh ministry, please ca
the Countryside Ministry office by the Thursdayqgprto the visit to re
serve a spot or to ask questions about the visit.

Join us and see how you can make a differenceeitifthof someone
behind bars.

(Pastor Carroll Lang is retiring. As of thedeof March, Rev. Pau
Stone will be the new pastor of the Church of tleenascus Road.)

(Continued from page 4)

Easter Symbols

Easter story. Eggs, which represent
new life, have been a symbol of
spring since ancient times.

Christians adopted the egg as an
Easter symbol because of the
relationship between Easter and the
renewal of life. Rabbits are

associated with the fertility of

spring because of their ability to

produce many young. Some
parents tell their children that the
Easter Rabbit, or Easter Bunny,
brings Easter eggs.

Passion plays dramatize the
Easter story. Such plays have been
performed during the Easter season
since the Middle Ages. The most
famous one is usually presented
every ten years in Oberammergau,
in southern Germany. It dates from
1634. In the United States, Passion
plays are performed annually in
several cities.

I's a custom common among
many Christians to wear new
clothes on Easter Sunday. Like
many other Easter symbols, the new
clothes represent the new life
offered through the death and
resurrection of Jesus.

Easter promenades of people in
new clothes are a tradition in many
European towns and villages.
Some of these promenades are led
by a person holding a cross or an
Easter candle. In New York City,
thousands of people stroll in the
Easter Parade down Fifth Avenue to
show off their new clothes
following Easter services.

Because of the resurrection of
Christ, many call Easter Sunday
Resurrection Sunday

(Adapted from www.entourages.
com/barbs/holyweek.htm)




RESPONDING TO GOD'S
GENEROUS LOVE

“And hope does not disappoint us, because God hpswerless,” Paul wrote, “Christ died for the un-
poured out his love into our hearts by the Holygodly.” These familiar words threaten to pass over
Spirit, whom he has given us.” (Romans 5). our heads without the contemplation they deserve.
They offer at least two messages to us. Theifirst
From time to time in the Scriptures, we are rethat we were and are loved by God, through Christ,
minded that generous giving began in the heart @ven though we have done nothing to deserve his
God. It is at the very core of God’s presence andffection. In fact, we have often thwarted thatelo
work in the life of Jesus. much as a teenager irrationally rebels againsbhis
her family.
“God has poured out his love into our hearts,” Paul
wrote. We cannot afford to consign these words tdhe second thought is equally important: the God
mere theological rhetoric. Paul experienced thissho gives to us so generously has provided a pat-
love. Having been raised and trained in a lawtern of giving for us to adopt. At the heart ofrou
conscious frame of thought, he knew what it wagiving is a certain mindset. we are to give to the
like to feel as though he could never measure upne in need, the one who is weak, and the one who
He knew the debilitating demands of a religion thais oppressed, not because they beg us to do so, not
said that one was never good enough. because they promise to praise us or flood us with
appreciation, and not because we expect immediate
Then he was touched with the grace of God in Jesussults. We give because we love!
Christ. This was a dimension of Israel's God he
had never known. And once he became aware, Méhat happens to our gift once given is between the
never stopped extolling the praises of a God whreceiver and God. It was ours to give, and our ex-
led with his pectations and conditions stop there. If there is
love, his gen- some kind of return, appreciation or result, satbe
erous love. We are permitted to delight in such a moment. But
this is not why we give.
This was not a
conditional We give because God gave, and still gives. Out of
generosity that our growing trust relationship with God, we re-
flowed from spond with love and compassion.
God. “When
we were still

Lutheran Lakeside will hold its 16th Annuali®u The Countryside Of-

Auction on Saturday, April 18 at Augustana L
theran in Sioux City. Quilts are handmade by in
viduals and women’s groups who support the car
The event begins with quilt viewing

and lunch from 11:00 to 12:30 with

the auction following. Thrivent Fi-

nancial, Care in Regions, will sup-

plement the proceeds with $1 for

every $3 raised up to $4,000.

J_

fice would like to have

i- your e-mail address. We
np. are looking at ways to

communicate more effec-
tively with people and the current modern trentbis
communicate via e-mail. So please help us out by
sending your e-mail address to ziongowr@wccta.net.
Your address will not be shared with anyone outside
of the church without your prior consent.

6




WIS Youth Rally: Sonshine Festival $125 which includes your ticket,

The Western lowa Synod youttaunched in 1982 by local Willmagas, and some food. Please register

rally and concert, “The Face of GAdN youth pastor Bob Poe, Soty June 28 or your cost will go up,

Shines Through,” April 26, 200%hine Festival has grown frosince ticket prices increase after

3:00-6:00 p.m. at the St. Mary’$,800 attendees in its first year Jone.

High School Gymnasium in Stor®5,000 in 2007. The Willmar Com-

Lake. Come and hear featureaunity College Campus playetihe National Youth Gathering is

speaker, Judy Bultman, and enjbgst to the event for the first fowoming up fast! Based on Philippi-

the band Lightswitch! Cost is $1gkars and after outgrowing thens 2:1-8, the 2009 ELCA Youth

per person. Registration deadlinevisnue, Sonshine relocated to tGathering will look and feel like a

April 15. Contact Cheryl if yowVillmar Civic Center in 1987servant school.

would like to go. where it has remained for the past At the center of the Gathering

. 22 years, in part due to the coprogram is a deepening of our

WIYLDE 2009: . truction of the Willmar Highawareness of God's call to ser-

Wholly lowa Youth Leadership ané o )

Discinl| . : chool facility next door. Throughsanthood, and a deepening of the
iscipling Event is designed for ", . . : : -~ i .

. ut its 26-year history, Sonshirmasic Christian practices by which
youth grades 9-12. 1t is a youﬁ'as featured nearly every major ane live our baptismal calling to ser-
ministry leadership workshop, an." o ; )

: Ist in the Christian music world amganthood throughout life.
opportunity for young people to . ; : . .
) : . remains true to its commitment to Programming for the Gathering

grow in their own faith and takg : ) .
. eliver the hottest artists as well adl follow a gospel-centered ser-
tools back to their home congrega- . . .
) . .2 T Yencourage young people to becowiee learning model that includes
tions to provide leadership in thé . . . : . )
or continue to be life-long followermgtentional preparation, action, re-

yout!] ministry program. Th'%fJesus. Poe and the original stefdeetion, and celebration.
year's event begins July 11

and . . .

, ing committee are still organizing

ends July 16.' Cost is $2.40' Cozgnd providing leadership for the
tact Pastor Jim or Cheryl if you A\usic Festival. This year's event

interested. Registration deadllnev{/sﬂI be held July 15-19. Cost is
June 22.

Our scrapbooking clubnormally meets the third Saturday of e
month, however our April's meeting will be on thstR. Anyone is wel
come to come and join our club, it is not necessatye a member of t
Countryside Ministry. Even if you can not attencgey month, we’'d b
glad to have you join us. Come for an hour or taothe whole day | ost:

Bring your friends, too. At the Countryside Joint Worship

If you are interested in saving your phdwsfuture generations, Ciservice a black wool pant length
a member of the club and we will be glad to help get started. Scra|coat without a hood turned up
booking is fun and an enjoyable way to save yomnilfas memories. missing. It had black leather &

If you have questions about our club, peeall Cheryl Rasmusse knit gloves in the pockets. There

Cindy Youngquist, or Colleen Palmer. Nothing Vii#| js a black wool pant length coat
sold at this event so bring your own supplies. @3 ith a hood at Zion. If you mis-

trade and share supplies, tools, and ideas.) Yilytakenly took home the wrong coat
need to bring your own lunch and beverage. Plea| il you please contact Cheryl at
the Countryside Office (352-3645) if you plan teeatl| the church office (352-3645).
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Countryside Phone Numbers:

Countryside Ministry Office .............eeeeveeeaeee.. 352-3645
Rev. Jim Davis OffiCe v, 352-3932

Home ......ccmmveeennee......352-5261
Rod Meyer OffiCe ovveeiiiiiiiiiieeiis 846-6277

Home ......comeereee.......354-5224

Rev. Wahlgren Office v a2 352-3645
Home ......ccmmreeennee......352-5245
Cindy Youngquist, Office........cccccvuriueeaarnn. 352-3612
Stephen Ministry Home .....ccoviiiiiiieee, 352-3798
Countryside E-mail Addresses:
Countryside Office: ........cccceveiiiinns Ziavg @wccta.net
Rev. JIm DaviS:.....ccooovvveeviiiieiieea elca506@wccta.net
ROd MeYer: ... dnoeyer@lvcta.com
Cindy Youngquist:.................. stephencoop@iait.com

Countryside Worship Times

Calvary, Barnum...........ccoooeeeevvnnnnes e 10:30 a.m.
Faith, Harcourt.........ccoocvveeeieiiiiimmeeen 10:30 a.m.
Fulton, ROEIYN ... 9:15 a.m.
Trinity, Boxholm .........cooviiiiiiieeeee e, 9:00 a.m.
UCC/Cong., Moorland...........ccccevveeeeees cmmmmmnnns 8:00 a.m.
ZioN, GOWHIE .....evvieeee ettt 10:30 a.m.
also, 1st and Saturdays, 5:00 p.m.
FUSIONatlm\é\/riceitng?rdeagsggwnrwle Countryside Ministry website:

www.countrysidecoop.org



