
    The National Day of Prayer 
is a day designated by the United 
States Congress for al l 
Americans to come together and 
pray in their own way.  It is held 

on the first Thursday in May. 
     The 58th Annual National 
Day of Prayer will take place 
Thursday, May 7, 2009. Millions 
will unite in prayer as thousands 
of events will take place from 
coast to coast. The theme for this 
year is "Prayer... America's 
Hope" and is based on the verse 
from Psalm 33:22 which states: 
"May your unfailing love rest 
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Countryside Ministry 
Council 

 
Marie Bengston ------------Trinity 
Jim W. Carlson ---------------Zion 
Roberta Clausen -----------Trinity 
Loretta Daisy --------------- Fulton 
Steve Julius ----------------Calvary 
Greg Moe ------------------- Fulton 
Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith 
Joan Peterson ---------------- Faith 
Bruce Towne ------------------Zion 
Joyce Silvey ----------UCC/Cong. 
Richard Silvey -------UCC/Cong. 
Amy Walrod --------------Calvary 
 
 
 

Countryside Ministry 
Executive Committee 

 
Loretta Daisy ----------- President 
Jim Carlson -------Vice-president 
Dorothy Nahnsen ------ Secretary 
Sandy Thoma ---------- Treasurer 
Rev. Jim Davis
 ------------ Administrative Pastor 

NEED A VISIT? 
       If you or anyone you know 
could use a pastoral visit, please 

contact the 
C o u n t r y -
side office 
at 352-3645 
so a visit 
can be 
scheduled. 

National Day of Prayer—May 7 

A message from Pastor Jim— 
 

No one has greater love  
than this, 

 to lay down one’s life for  
one’s friends. 
John 15:13 

 
    This passage from the Gospel 
of John is often used during 
Memorial Day services as a 
powerful reminder of the men 
and women who gave their lives 
in service to our country.  While 
Memorial Day is not a religious 
holiday, it is an important day for 
us to say “Thank you!” for all the 
men and women who have 
faithfully served in our nation’s 
armed forces. 

Millions of Americans will 

gather this Memorial Day to 
honor the men and women who 
offered their lives to champion 
the cause of freedom. 
     They will come to remember 
the valor and sacrifices – the men 
and women who never came 
home, yet who continue to live in 
our hearts and minds. 
     They will come to remember 
the men and women who have 
served our country that we might 
enjoy the blessing of freedom. 
     They will come to remember 
that freedom is not free, but 
comes at a very high cost. 
     Memorial Day services not 
only honor the efforts of those 
who have offered their lives for 
our freedom, they also remind us 

(Continued on page 3) 
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A (nearly) 100-year-old woman remembered travel-
ing in a horse and buggy.  She remembered attend-
ing a silent movie theater where someone played the 
piano.  Years later she accepted a job selling tickets 
at that very theater.  It paid very little but it did help 
with her graduation expenses.  She worked as a tele-
phone operator in Gowrie, she worked for a dentist, 
and as the second maid for a doctor’s family.  The 
doctor’s family already had a cook and a nursemaid, 
so as a second maid she didn’t have much to do, but 
she did learn to cook and clean house and felt it was 
a good learning experience for her.  She saw many, 
many changes in everyday life.  Stainless steel was 
invented, as was the zipper, band aids, ballpoint 
pens, jukeboxes, prepared cake mixes, Velcro, and 
countless other new things.  She was eleven years 
old when women finally got the right to vote, at last 
improving their status from being second-class citi-
zens.  With the invention of the television so many 
things changed; she saw a man walk on the moon! 
 
My mother-in-law (Loretta Youngquist) passed 
away April 16th and it made me think of all those 
things she had witnessed in her life.  At one of our 
family gatherings she had me write of her memories 
so she could share with nieces and nephews and 
their families.  She told of the outbreak of smallpox 
and how their family had to be quarantined in their 
home.  She shared many stories about how after her 
father passed away, her mother would take in laun-
dry and sewing for people to make money; it wasn’t 
much, but she said “My mother would always say, 
“The Lord will provide.”  One of the biggest bless-
ings came in the fall when a neighbor would butcher 
hogs and her mom was asked to come help.  After 
she worked all day long for several days she would 
come home with meat that would last them for a 
long time.  To preserve it, they would cook down 
some to make sausage and they would have ham 
and bacon.  She said her momma would always 

bring home a pig’s head and she would cook it and 
use the meat, combined with cornmeal, to make a 
dish they called scrapple.  Her mother always said 
that the years after her father died, when they 
moved to Gowrie, were the best years of her life.  
Her mother had conveniences she had never had be-
fore, among them a furnace, running water, and 
electricity.   
 
Loretta, just as her mother did, really loved living in 
this community.  She loved the many friends she 
had made in her nearly 100 years.  Loretta had a 
couple of Stephen Ministers and one of them would 
read her poetry.  She loved that.  Her other Stephen 
Minister would always have some great inspira-
tional reading that she found to share.  Those visits, 
plus all the other Stephen Ministers who would drop 
in, meant so much to her.  You all really do mean a 
lot to our older members and friends when you stop 
to visit.  Loretta would have been moved beyond 
tears to know how many people came to her visita-
tion, and Ned said over 98 were at her funeral.  Spe-
cial thanks to Pastor Jim for his beautiful words, to 
everyone who either read or sang one of her favorite 
hymns and to our Stephen Ministers who prepared 
and served all the food.  It sure is a rarity to see so 
many people attend an older citizen’s funeral.  I 
thank you all.  Dick and Maxine Nordstrom’s card 
said it best:  “I have fought a good fight, I have fin-
ished my course, I have kept the faith.” (2 Timothy 
4:7)  Maxine said:  “What a fitting scripture for 
Loretta.” 
 
 
Cindy Youngquist, Countryside Ministries  Stephen 
Ministry Leader  ~ “Bear one another’s burdens...and so 
fulfill the law of Christ.”  GALATIANS 6:2  

The Good Fight of Faith 

Remember:  The Alzheimer’s Support 
Group meets at 1:00 p.m. the last 

Wednesday of each month at the Gow-
rie Senior Suites.  May’s meeting will 

be on Wednesday the 27th. 
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Pastor’s Message 
o f  o u r 
obligation to 
join the struggle 
for freedom 
until every man, 
woman and 
child in our 
na t ion  and 

throughout the world is blessed 
with the freedoms of life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness.  
    On Memorial Day we will 
remember the millions of 
American men and women who 
marched through mud or rice 
paddies, snow or sand, because 
they knew, as President 
Eisenhower reminded us, that “a 
soldier’s pack is not so heavy a 
burden as a prisoner’s chains” 
and that true peace is won only 
by those willing to 
die for it.   
    Over a million 
and a quarter 
Americans have 
offered their lives 
for the freedom we 
enjoy.  Places like Gettysburg, 
San Juan Hill, Belleau Wood, 
Omaha Beach, The Coral Sea, 
Inchon, Khe Sahn, Kabul, 
Baghdad and countless others 
are powerful reminders of the 
cost at which freedom often 
comes. 
    We are the benefactors of the 
sweat and blood of millions of 
men and women who have 
fought to ensure our freedom 
and the freedom of those 
throughout the world. 
    We are the heirs of the 
challenge of making certain that 
future generations will enjoy the 
freedom and peace our veterans 
have provided us.  In the words 
of John McCrae, author of In 

Flanders Fields: 
Take up our quarrel with the 
foe: 
To you from failing hands 
we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold 
it high. 
If ye break faith with us 
who die 
We shall not sleep, though 
poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 
 

     It’s important for us on this 
Memorial Day to remind 
ourselves, our children and our 
grandchildren of how much we 
owe to those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice by giving their 
lives in defense of our nation’s 
freedom and the freedom of 
others throughout the world. 
     It’s also important that we 

pick up the mantle 
that each of our 
veterans has worn 
and continue to 
work for freedom 
until every person 
in our nation and 

throughout the world is free 
from the tyranny of oppression.  
For until each person is free 
from political, economical, 
racial, social and every other 
form of oppression the voices of 
our fallen veterans will cry out to 
continue the fight for which they 
offered their lives.  For none of 
us are truly free until all of us are 
free. 
     I encourage each of you to 
take time this Memorial Day to 
honor our veterans not only with 
your memories, but also with 
your words and actions by 
committing yourselves to the 
fight for freedom for which they 
so bravely gave their lives. 
 

     I guess no one had a God 
Sighting this month or at least no 
one wants to share one.  I know 
plenty of you have had a God 
Sighting, please take just a few 
minutes and tell the rest of us about 
the good you have seen in the 
people around you.  
     God Sightings is a column 
written about people, places and 
experiences that have provided an 
experience of the power of God at 
work in your life or that of 
someone around you.  We invite all 
members of the Countryside 
Ministry to submit their God 
Sightings in order to help all of us 
be aware of the wonderful things 
God is doing in our lives.  Drop off  
your sighting at the Countryside 
o f f i c e  o r  e - m a i l  i t  t o 
ziongowr@wccta.net.   
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They also remind us 
of our obligation to 
join the struggle for 

freedom. 

HAVE YOU 
SEEN GOD 
LATELY? 
TELL ME 

ABOUT IT! 
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     Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 
10.  Do something nice for your 
mother and show her your appre-
ciation  
 
BEATITUDES FOR MOTHERS 

 
Blessed are the Mothers who love 

God, for their children shall 
not be ignorant of their Creator and 

His plans concerning them.  
 

Blessed are the Mothers who love 
the word of God, for their 

children shall know of the way, the 
truth and the life.  

 
Blessed are the Mothers who love 

the house of God, for their 
children shall enter there and sit 

with them in the presence of God. 
 

Blessed are the Mothers who love to 
pray, for their children 

shall feel the power of prayer and 
many shall find salvation.  

 
Blessed are the Mothers who love to 

give to the cause of Christ,  
for their children shall become  

tithers and supporters of the King-
dom of God.  

 
Blessed are the Mothers who love 

the family altar, for they 
shall have their reward in this world 

and in the world to come.  
 

Blessed are the Mothers who love to 
speak kind words to their 

neighbor's children, for thereby they 
shall win 

other boys and girls besides their 
own to Jesus Christ.  

Blessed are the Mothers who love to 
be companions to their 

children, for they shall be called un-
derstanding Mothers.  

 
Blessed are the Mothers who love to 

fight life's battles 
bravely with a strong and steadfast 

faith in God, for their 
children shall know where to find 

strength in time of need.  
 

Blessed are the Mothers who, when 
they are old and gray, 

can look back upon memory's wall 
with no regret and can say, 

"I brought my children up in the 
fear of the Lord." 

Theirs are the mansions in glory.  
 

—Author Unknown 

 
    As the traditional academic 
year comes to a close, schools 
hold commencement ceremonies. 
Parents proudly applaud for their 
beaming graduates, who are 
marking their memories and 
stepping into their bright futures. 
    Graduation parties fill our 
calendars, as we scour greeting 
card stores for graduation cards, 
notes and gifts to recognize the 
academic achievements of those 
we love.  
    Graduation is one of the most 
significant transitions a person 
will make in his or her life.  It 
marks the end of an era and the 
beginning of a new life-stage full 

of hope and wonder.  This makes 
it the perfect time to remind our 
graduates of some fitting bible 
verses.  Use these bible verses to 
challenge you to remain faithful 
to Christ.  
 
"God bless you and keep you, 
God smile on you and gift you, 
God look you full in the face and 
make you prosper." 
(Numbers 6:24-26, MSG) 
 
"So be strong and courageous! 
Do not be afraid, and do not 
panic before them. For the Lord 
your God will personally go 
ahead of you. He will neither fail 
you nor abandon you." 
(Deuteronomy 31:6, TLB) 
 
"Have not I commanded thee? Be 
strong and of a good courage; be 
not afraid, neither be thou 
dismayed: for the LORD thy God 
is with thee whithersoever thou 

goest." (Joshua 1:9, KJV) 
 
"Trust the LORD  and live right! 
The land will be yours, and you 
will be safe. Do what the LORD 
wants, and He will give you your 
heart's desire." 
( Psalm 37:3-4, CEV) 
 
"Your word is like a lamp that 
shows me the way. It is like a 
light that guides me." 
(Psalm 119:105, NiRV) 
 
"Lean on, trust in, and be 
confident in the Lord with all 
your heart and mind and do not 
rely on your own insight 
or understanding. In all your 
ways know, recognize, and 
acknowledge Him, and He will 
direct and make straight and 
plain your paths." 
(Proverbs 3:5-6) 
 
Congratulations to all our 
graduates!!! 

Mother’s Day—May 10 



What is Prison Ministry? Prison Min-
istry is just one of the outreach ministries of the 
Countryside churches.  On the second Wednes-
day of each month, members of the Countryside 
Ministry join our fellow Christians who are be-
hind bars in a unique worship service at the Fort 

Dodge Correctional Facility.  Why not give the gift of your time this 
Lenten season and join us at this very moving worship experience? 
     May’s visit will be on the 13th.  We now leave from Zion around 
5:15 p.m., due to new hours at the prison, but will make arrangements 
to pick up people in Moorland or Harcourt or meet them in the prison 
parking lot. 
     If you would like to be included in this outreach ministry, please call 
the Countryside Ministry office by the Thursday prior to the visit to re-
serve a spot or to ask questions about the visit. 
     Join us and see how you can make a difference in the life of someone 
behind bars. 
     (Pastor Carroll Lang has retired.  As of the end of March, Rev. Paul 
Stone is the new pastor of the Church of the Damascus Road.) 

Countryside’s Prison Ministry 

(Continued from page 1) 

Day of Prayer 
 
upon us, O Lord, even as we put 
our hope in you."  
     Please use the following prayer 
written by Billy Graham on May 7. 
 
     "Heavenly Father, we come 
before you today to ask your 
forgiveness and to seek your 
direction and guidance. We know 
Your Word says, 'Woe to those who 
call evil good,' but that is exactly 
what we have done. We have lost 
our spiritual equilibrium and 
reversed our values. We have 
exploited the poor and called it the 
lottery. We have rewarded laziness 
and called it welfare. We have 
killed our unborn and called it 
choice. We have shot abortionists 
and called it justifiable. We have 
neglected to discipline our children 
and called it building self esteem. 
We have abused power and called it 
politics. We have coveted our 
neighbor's possessions and called it 
ambition. We have polluted the air 
with profanity and pornography and 
called it freedom of expression. We 
have ridiculed the time-honored 
values of our forefathers and called 
it enlightenment. Search us, Oh 
God, and know our hearts today; 
cleanse us from every sin and set us 
free. Amen!" 
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National Family Week is May 3-9 
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There has been much debate for centuries over the 
meaning of the word dominion, but this much is 
clear: 

·     Humanity has the highest place in the cre-
ated order.  Ps. 8 

·     A delegation of authority occurs here, God 
the creator transfers some authority over the 
creation to human beings.  Ps. 8 

·     There is not a transfer of ownership.  God 
the creator is still God the owner.   

We are accountable to God for how we exercise our 
dominion.  As children of God, and in our lives of 
discipleship to Jesus, we are asked to be good stew-
ards.  From scripture we learn that a steward is not 
the owner.  Second, the steward has a position of 
high authority in the household of the owner and is 
given great responsibility.  Third, the steward cares 
for the possessions of the owner and for the benefit 
of other people who depend on the owner for their 
well-being (Gen. 43, 44).  The steward has the re-
sponsibility to care for the owner’s possessions in 
such a way that the owner’s assets prosper.  Trans-
lated: We are accountable for the possessions with 
which God has entrusted us, so that his kingdom 
prospers and flourishes.  And, as disciples of Jesus, 
we are to work for the benefit of others.  Translated: 
We are to practice peace, distributive justice, kind-
ness, help those in need – in short, to live lives of 
compassion and to love our neighbor (Matt. 25). 
 
But a caution is in order.  Contrary to our cultural 
language that suggests that we are the owners of 
that which is under our control, we need to under-
stand that everything belongs to God.  If we under-
stand this, then our faith will influence how we 
make use of all that God has entrusted to us.  A 
false sense of ownership will make a true sense of 
stewardship impossible.   
 
Another caution is also in order.  It is the false no-
tion that we have what we have because we deserve 
it, and because we have earned it by our own intelli-
gence and hard work.  “But remember the Lord 
your God, for it is he who gives you the power to 
get wealth” (Deut. 8).  Contrary to the American 

“self-made man,” we tend to ignore the multitude of 
complicated factors that account for one person to 
achieve wealth and power, while others have not. 
 
Rather than taking credit for my wealth, my wealth 
ought to make me ponder why God has chosen to so 
bless me.  Rather than focusing my life on amassing 
great wealth that dramatically exceeds my needs, I 
ought to focus my life on using the wealth that God 
has entrusted to me to help those who have less.   
 
We should celebrate the fact that God has named us 
stewards.  To be a steward is to be in a place of high 
esteem and responsibility.  To be God’s steward is a 
privilege like few others.  We should also celebrate 
the fact that our creator God promises to be with us 
when we go out in God’s name.  We can know that 
God has already provided us with all the resources 
we need to accomplish the mission to which God 
has called us.   
 
Sometimes a congregation acts as if God is a God 
of scarcity, rather than a God of abundance.  Some-
times congregations lack a vision of what they are 
called to do in God’s name, because they don’t 
think they have the resources to accomplish any-
thing.  Sometimes congregations congratulate them-
selves if the budget for the coming year is smaller 
than the budget for the current year (sound famil-
iar?).  This sort of behavior is likely an insult to 
God.  God calls us to great and wonderful things.  
God provides us generously with the resources we 
need to do what God calls us to do.  Let’s celebrate 
this. 
 
The goal of our stewardship ministry should be to 
help God’s people 
grow in their rela-
tionship with Jesus 
through the use of 
the time, abilities, 
and finances God 
has entrusted to 
them.  We have 
quite a ways to go, 
haven’t we? 

LET’S TAKE ANOTHER LOOK AT 
STEWARDSHIP 



        Our scrapbooking club normally meets the third Saturday of each 
month, however we do not meet in May due to the many graduation par-
ties.  Our next time we meet will be June 20 and instead of scrapbooking 
at the church we are planning a trip to Ankeny & Des Moines to visit 3 
scrapbooking stores and purchase materials.  We will leave from Zion at 
9:00 a.m.  Anyone is welcome to come and join our club, it is not neces-
sary to be a member of the Countryside Ministry.  Even if you can not at-
tend every month, we’d be glad to have you join us.  Come for an hour or 
two, or the whole day.  Bring your friends, too. 
        If you are interested in saving your photos for future generations, call 
a member of the club and we will be glad to help you get started. Scrap-
booking is fun and an enjoyable way to save your families memories. 
        If you have questions about our club, please call Cheryl Rasmussen, 

Cindy Youngquist, or Colleen Palmer.  Nothing will 
be sold at this event so bring your own supplies.  (We 
do trade and share supplies, tools, and ideas.)  You 
will need to bring your own lunch and beverage.  
Please call the Countryside Office (352-3645) if you 
plan to attend.�

WIYLDE 2009: 
Wholly Iowa Youth Leadership and 
Discipling Event is designed for 
youth grades 9-12.  It is a youth 
ministry leadership workshop, an 
opportunity for young people to 
grow in their own faith and take 
tools back to their home congrega-
tions to provide leadership in the 
youth ministry program.  This 
year’s event begins July 11 and 
ends July 16.  Cost is $240.  Con-
tact Pastor Jim or Cheryl if you are 
interested.  Registration deadline is 
June 22. 
Sonshine Festival 
Launched in 1982 by local Willmar, 
MN youth pastor Bob Poe, Son-
shine Festival has grown from 
1,800 attendees in its first year to 
25,000 in 2007.  The Willmar Com-
munity College Campus played 
host to the event for the first four 
years and after outgrowing the 

venue, Sonshine relocated to the 
Willmar Civic Center in 1987, 
where it has remained for the past 
22 years, in part due to the con-
struction of the Willmar High 
School facility next door.  Through-
out its 26-year history, Sonshine 
has featured nearly every major art-
ist in the Christian music world and 
remains true to its commitment to 
deliver the hottest artists as well as 
encourage young people to become 
or continue to be life-long followers 
of Jesus.  Poe and the original steer-
ing committee are still organizing 
and providing leadership for the 
Music Festival.  This year’s event 
will be held July 15-19.  Cost is 
$125 which includes your ticket, 
gas, and some food.  Please register 
by June 28 or your cost will go up, 
since ticket prices increase after 
June. 
 

The National Youth Gathering is 
coming up fast!  Based on Philippi-
ans 2:1-8, the 2009 ELCA Youth 
Gathering will look and feel like a 
servant school.  
     At the center of the Gathering 
program is a deepening of our 
awareness of God’s call to ser-
vanthood, and a deepening of the 
basic Christian practices by which 
we live our baptismal calling to ser-
vanthood throughout life. 
     Programming for the Gathering 
will follow a gospel-centered ser-
vice learning model that includes 
intentional preparation, action, re-
flection, and celebration. 
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         The members of Countryside 
Ministry are invited to attend the 
graduation open house of: 
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Countryside Ministry website: 
www.countrysidecoop.org 

Countryside Worship Times 
Calvary, Barnum ................................................10:30 a.m. 
Faith, Harcourt ...................................................10:30 a.m. 
Fulton, Roelyn .....................................................9:15 a.m. 
Trinity, Boxholm .................................................9:00 a.m. 
UCC/Cong., Moorland .........................................8:00 a.m. 
Zion, Gowrie ......................................................10:30 a.m. 
                                 also, 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 5:00 p.m. 
FUSION ........................................Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. 
                                            at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie 

 

Countryside Phone Numbers: 
Countryside Ministry Office .................................352-3645 
Rev. Jim Davis          Office .................................352-3932 
                                  Home .................................352-5261 
Rod Meyer                Office .................................846-6277 
                                  Home .................................354-5224 
Rev. Wahlgren          Office .................................352-3645 
                                  Home .................................352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist,    Office .................................352-3612 
Stephen Ministry       Home .................................352-3798 
 
Countryside E-mail Addresses: 
Countryside Office: .......................... ziongowr@wccta.net 
Rev. Jim Davis: ....................................elca506@wccta.net 
Rod Meyer: ...................................... rodmeyer@lvcta.com 
Cindy Youngquist: .................. stephencoop@hotmail.com 
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