
      The Countryside Ministry 
Council met on May 4, 2009 at 
Zion Lutheran Church in Gowrie. 
 
      P r e s e n t  w e r e  M a r i e 
Bengsten, Jim W. Carlson, 
Roberta Clausen, Loretta Daisy, 
Steve Julius, Dorothy Nahnsen, 
Joyce Silvey, Richard Silvey, 
Sandy Thoma, Bruce Towne, 
Amy Walrod and Pastor Jim. 
 
      President Loretta Daisy 
called the meeting to order at 
7:30 p.m.  Pastor Jim led 
devotions, “Having Vision” 
based on Matthew 28:8. 

 
       In the financial report Sandy 
Thoma noted that Trinity’s 
contributions are higher than 
budgeted due to their making 
January’s contribut ion in 
February; the Secretary and 
Stephen Ministry coordinator 
line items are lower than 
budgeted due to payroll taxes and 
pension payments that are not yet 
reflected in the budget and the 
Youth Ministry Coordinator line 
item is higher than budgeted due 
to youth ministry expenses that 
should be under the Youth 
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Countryside Ministry 
Council 

 
Marie Bengston ------------Trinity 
Jim W. Carlson ---------------Zion 
Roberta Clausen -----------Trinity 
Loretta Daisy --------------- Fulton 
Steve Julius ----------------Calvary 
Greg Moe ------------------- Fulton 
Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith 
Joan Peterson ---------------- Faith 
Bruce Towne ------------------Zion 
Joyce Silvey ----------UCC/Cong. 
Richard Silvey -------UCC/Cong. 
Amy Walrod --------------Calvary 
 
 
 

Countryside Ministry 
Executive Committee 

 
Loretta Daisy ----------- President 
Jim Carlons -------Vice-president 
Dorothy Nahnsen ------ Secretary 
Sandy Thoma ---------- Treasurer 
Rev. Jim Davis
 ------------ Administrative Pastor 

NEED A VISIT? 
       If you or anyone you know 
could use a pastoral visit, please 

contact the 
C o u n t r y -
side office 
at 352-3645 
so a visit 
can be 
scheduled. 
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A Message from Pastor Jim— 
 
 

Over the years, I don’t know 
how many times I’ve had 
someone say to me:  “Enjoy your 
children, because before you 
know it they will be gone.”  
While I always knew this to be 
true, it never really felt that way.  
Graduation always seemed such 
a long way off. 

Yesterday was Claire’s 
graduation and today is her 
birthday.  She is nineteen years 
old.  She is old for a high school 

senior.  Fourteen years ago, Tami 
and I decided to wait until she 
was six to enroll her in school.  
Much of our decision was 
because so many others had told 
us “…before you know it they 
will be gone.”  We thought that if 
that was true, why not keep her 
around for another year.  We 
have no regrets about our 
decision.  We wish we could 
have her with us for another 
nineteen years. 

Every year, we set aside a 
Sunday in May to recognize our 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Everyone has been blessed with special talents. These 
are gifts from the Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ. 
Sometimes you may think of music, art, or sports as 
the only talents that a person may have, but there are 
other talents that aren’t so obvious. You may be tal-
ented at being a good friend or being dependable. Per-
haps it’s easy for you to fix things that are broken. 
Not everyone is given the same talents. Your talent 
may be that you collect something and then you share 
what you know about your collection with others. 
Maybe you are good at reading poems, or telling 
jokes. Our Heavenly Father wants you to share your 
talents with others. When talents are shared, all are 
blessed. 
  
The sharing of our gifts in music, art, drama, sewing, 
baking, etc. are important as followers of Christ in a 
world where money and possessions rule. God has 
gifted you to share your talents, so that when you 
leave this earth the light of Christ will shine more 
brightly, and the gracious love of our Almighty God 
will be known in many more human hearts. 
It was 4 years ago we held the first Share your Talent 
night with the community, the evening turned out to 
be a night of joy. We saw many collections, artists, 
creative talents, homemade goodies and listened to 
jokes, music, and watched lip-syncs in the sanctuary. 
The evening was well attended and many have asked 
for us to hold another evening of Sharing our Talents. 
We invite you to take a look around and see if God is 
calling you to share the gifts He has given you. On 
Sunday, June 21, (Father’s Day evening) beginning at 
5:00 p.m. we will gather together for a fun evening of 
Share Your Talents. Tables will be set up in the fel-
lowship hall at Zion for people to display their talents, 
musical talents will be showcased in the sanctuary 
and a home-made ice cream social with hot dogs, bur-
gers, bars and drinks will be served by the High 
School Youth Group. A freewill offering will be 

taken for the ice cream social. (If you make home-
made ice cream and are willing to donate a batch 
please let us know as that is what we would like to 
serve.) Stephen Ministers are invited to bring bars. 
  
Here are some suggestions of talents that people 
shared the first time we had Share Your Talent 
night. Wood Carving, Needle Point, Crochet, Cal-
ligraphy, Paintings, Dolls, Cross-stitch, Scrapbooks, 
Cakes, Quilts, Embroidery, Stained glass, Snakes, 
Sculptures, Photography, Crafts, Frames, Hats, 
Purses, Pillows and misc. items. In the sanctuary 
later in the evening we were entertained with sing-
ing, dancing, lip-syncing, piano and organ selec-
tions, duets, saxophone, jokes and stories.  
This year we will also have a “Bake Shop” with 
yummy things to buy. 
  
Proceeds from the social will be divided between 
Stephen Ministries and the Youth Group programs. 
Please call Cindy (352-3612) or Cheryl (352-3645) 
at the Countryside Office and enlist to share your 
talents. If you know of someone who has a special 
talent please let us know and we will contact them. 
We would like another full house and have many 
tables set up in the basement with interesting things 
that share your talents. 
 
 
Cindy Youngquist, Countryside’s Stephen Ministry Leader  ~ 

“Bear one another’s burdens...and so fulfill the law of 
Christ.” GALATIANS 6:2  

God is Calling YOU to Share 
YOUR Talents!! 

Remember:  The Alzheimer’s Support 
Group meets on the last Wednesday of each 
month at the Gowrie Senior Suites beginning 

at 1:00 p.m.  June’s meeting will be on the 
25th and July’s will be on the 30th. 



(Continued from page 1) 

Pastor’s Message 
graduates.  
We invite 
graduates 
a n d 
parents to 
come to 

the altar to be reminded of the 
promises that were made when 
the graduates were baptized, to 
celebrate the ways those 
promises have been fulfilled and 
receive forgiveness for our 
failures, and to bless them as 
they continue their journey.  
Parents offer the following 
blessing for their children: 

We come this day 
before God to bless you 
and give God thanks for 
the gift you have been to 
us.  You have given our 
lives deeper meaning and 
a deeper calling. Through 
you, we have come to 
understand the nature of 
God’s love, of joy, of 
forgiveness.  We thank 
God today for the gift that 
you have been for us.  
Wherever you go, you 
will always be a part of 
us.  Wherever you go, our 
love goes with you. 

We bless you in the 
name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  May the touch of 
our hands remind you of 
our love, the warmth of 
this faith community and 
the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  And on those 
nights when we cannot 
hold you in our arms, 
may God hold you in the 
warmth of God’s holy 
love and may you always 
know that in God’s family 
you are never alone. 

 
The past four years, it has 

been difficult for me to lead 
parents in offering this blessing.  
I have been painfully aware that 
in a few short years I would be 
offering this blessing for my 
beloved daughter.  I was 
concerned about 
how I would do 
when it was my 
turn. 

It was my turn 
to offer this 
b l e s s i n g  o n 
Sunday, May 10.  
While I struggled through the 
first portion of the blessing, I 
could not speak the speak the 
second section.  A strange mix of 
pride and joy, sorrow and grief 
overwhelmed me, robbing me of 
my voice.  Finishing the service 
was difficult.  Writing this brings 
back that same mixture of intense 
emotions. 

I have heard and read much 
about what it is like when a child 
graduates and prepares to leave 
home.  Intel lectual ly, I 
understand what is involved in 
this process, but that has done 
little to help me deal with my 
feelings.  Waves of emotion 
sweep through my heart and soul 
at unexpected moments.  It is so 
strange to experience intense joy 
one moment and profound grief 
the next.  I can feel so joyful one 
moment and so sad the next. 

I have no doubt that it is time 
for Claire to go, explore the 
world and discover how she is 
being called to use her gifts.  We 
have spent nineteen years 
preparing her for this day.  We 
have raised her to be strong, 
independent and to boldly try 
new ventures.  I think often of 
the words of Ecclesiastes: “For 

everything there is a season, and 
a time for every matter under 
heaven…” (Ecclesiastes 3:1) I 
realize that now is a time for us 
to rejoice and be sad, to celebrate 
and to mourn.  It is time, whether 
or not I like it, to send our 
daughter into that wider world 

with God’s and our 
blessing.  But that 
knowledge does 
nothing to soothe 
the pain. 
Thank you to all of 
you for the 
important roles 

you have played in raising our 
daughter.  You have been 
wonderful at loving and caring 
for her.  You have given her a 
powerful experience of what the 
church can be when it is at its 
best.  She is not only ours, but 
yours. 

Thank you also for the 
support you have and continue to 
show us: a kind word, gentle 
touch or understanding look.  We 
appreciate your love and care. 

It will be exciting to see what 
the next chapters in her life will 
hold.  We look forward to 
sharing those with you. 
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“For everything there 
is a season, and a time 
for every matter under 

heaven…”  
(Ecclesiastes 3:1)  

NOTICE: This is a combi-
nation June/July newsletter.  
Therefore, there will not be 

a newsletter next month.   



One of the truths about discipleship in the New Tes-
tament is that it involves both a leaving and a fol-
lowing.  Disciples must leave something behind,  
then they are free to follow Jesus.  In the call of Pe-
ter, Andrew, James and John, Jesus sees them work-
ing at their trade, then calls them from fishing to 
following (Matt. 4).  The ruler finds himself in the 
same situation.  He must leave something behind in 
order to follow Jesus.  Too bad, he is unable to do 
that.  Luke implies that were the ruler less wealthy, 
he might have been able to leave his wealth behind; 
that the more wealth one has, the more likely it is 
that wealth will win in the struggle between the 
two.  It is harder to leave lots of possessions than it 
is to leave a few possessions.   
 
Jesus said, “How hard it is to enter the kingdom of 
God!  Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle (rock formation) than for some-
one who is rich to enter the kingdom of God (Luke 
18).  Since we live in a land of such great wealth, 
we often are uncomfortable with these words of Je-
sus, and try to explain them away.   
 
These passages and many others from the New Tes-
tament stress the threat that money and possessions 
pose to one’s relationship with Jesus.  The point is 
not that money itself is evil.  Rather, the point is 
that wealth has a way of luring us to trust in it.  
Wealth has a way of convincing us to stake our fu-
ture on our accumulation of it.  Wealth has a way of 
tricking us into thinking that without it we are noth-
ing.  When we fall into this trap, we have started 
trusting in something other than Jesus. 
 
We need to be honest with ourselves about the role 
of wealth in our own lives.  We also need to help 
each other in our congregation to ask tough ques-
tions about the role of wealth in each of our lives.   
 
“Then he told them a parable: The land of a rich 
man produced abundantly.  And he thought to him-
self, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store 
my crops?’  Then he said, ‘I will do this:  I will pull 
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I 

will store all my grain and my goods.’  And I will 
say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up 
to many years; relax, eat, drink, and be merry.’    
But God said to him, ‘You fool!  This very night 
your life is being demanded of you.  And the things 
you have prepared, whose will they be?’  So it is 
with those who store up treasures for themselves 
but are not rich toward God (Luke 12).” 
 
We need to recognize that in our society this rich 
man would be considered a very prudent man.  He 
has taken his wealth, set it aside to provide for his 
future, and then plans to settle back and enjoy the 
fruits of his labor.  In most communities, he would 
be considered a role model of a successful person, 
and many would be jealous of the amount of time 
he could spend golfing or fishing in the summer and 
traveling south for the winter.  Many would wish to 
emulate him. 
 
Jesus says that this man has placed his trust in the 
wrong place.  His life may appear quite desirable in 
the present, but we are all just one breath away from 
leaving this world.   
 
Jesus wants us to have our treasure stored up with 
him.  He wants us to be his disciples.  Jesus wants 
us to know the eternal importance of serving God, 
not wealth. 
 
So can we keep all our money and possessions that 
we have accumulated as though they were ours 
alone, and still follow Jesus?  No, that doesn’t 
work.  What if we try to follow Jesus, and then al-
low our money and possessions to claim our trust?  
No, that doesn’t work, either.  What then?  We need 
to find the truth of Jesus’ words, “You cannot serve 
God and wealth” (Luke: 18).  We need to leave be-
hind our trust in our money and possessions, and to 
follow Jesus and to heed his commands: “feed the 
hungry, quench the thirsty, clothe the naked, tend 
the sick, visit the imprisoned, and (for most of us 
the toughest of all) welcome the stranger.” 
 
“…and the things you have prepared, whose will 
they be?” 

KEEPING AND FOLLOWING DOESN’T WORK; 
FOLLOWING AND KEEPING DOESN’T WORK.  

HOW DO WE GET IT RIGHT? ��
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      H a v e 
you ever 
w o n d e red 
what it feels 
like to be 
behind bars 
or how you 

can make a difference to someone 
who has made a terrible mistake in 
his life?  Join the Countryside 
Ministry’s Prison Ministry and get 
a small sample of the feeling.   
      June’s visit will be on the 10th 
and July’s visit will be on the 8th.  
We leave from Zion at 5:30 p.m. 
but will make arrangements to 
pick people up in Moorland or 
Harcourt or meet them in the 
prison parking lot. 
      Anyone wishing to be included 
in this outreach ministry please call 
the Countryside Ministry office by 
the Thursday prior to the visit to re-
serve a spot. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Council Minutes 
Ministry Resources line item.  Jim 
W. Carlson read the audit report. 
The audit committee was thanked 
for their work.  Jim W. suggested 
that all church payments be paid by 
the 10th of each month.  Pastor Jim 
will send a letter to the church 
t r easu re rs  r ega rd in g  t h i s 
suggestion. 
 
      In old business, Pastor Jim 
reported that he and Nick Lehman 
are discussing the future of 
FUSION and are working on 
changes for the Youth Ministry, 
which should be decided by the end 
of summer. 
 
      In new business, it was reported 
that Monte Albert, Loretta Daisy, 
Cindy Youngquist and Pastor Jim 
attended the Rural Ministry 
Conference at Wartburg Seminary 

March 1-3.  They, with another 
group from southwest Iowa formed 
a panel to inform the pastors 
present  about  cooperat ive 
ministries.  There were many 
questions and much interest shown. 
 
      The next Countryside Ministry 
Council will be September 21.  The 
executive council will meet prior to 
that.  Our joint summer worship 
service will be August 23 with a 
picnic at 11:00 a.m. at Dolliver 
Park or 9:00 a.m. services at Zion 
and at Faith. 
 
      A motion was made to adjourn, 
followed by the all reciting the 
Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Dorothy Nahnsen,  
Council Secretary 

      O u r 
scrapbooking 
club normally 
meets the third 
Saturday of 
each month.  
Our next meet-

ing will be June 20 and instead of 
scrapbooking at the church we are 
planning a trip to Ankeny & Des 
Moines to visit 3 scrapbooking 
stores and purchase materials.  
We will leave from Zion at 9:00 
a.m.  If you plan to join us on the 
20th please call the church office 
by noon on the 19th so we can 
make arrangements for travel.    
In July we will be back at the 
church again on the 18th starting 
at 9:00 a.m.  I am sure some of us 
will have some vacation photos to 
get into albums by then.   
        Anyone is welcome to come 
and join our club, it is not neces-

sary to be a member of the Coun-
tryside Ministry.  Even if you can 
not attend every month, we’d be 
glad to have you join us.  Come 
for an hour or two, or the whole 
day.  Bring your friends, too. 
       If you are interested in saving 
your photos for future genera-
tions, call a member of the club 
and we will be glad to help you 
get started.  Scrapbooking is fun 
and an enjoyable way to save 
your families’ memories. 
      If you have questions about 
our club, please call Cheryl Ras-
mussen, Cindy Youngquist, or 
Colleen Palmer.  Nothing will be 
sold at this event so bring your 
own supplies.  (We do trade and 
share supplies, tools, and ideas.)  
You will need to bring your own 
lunch and beverage.  Please call 
the Countryside Office (352-
3645) if you plan to attend. 
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      That's what you'll experience this 
summer on Saturday, June 27 — a re-
membrance of Grandma, a bird-lovers 
retreat, and a garden celebrating as 
much variety of God’s fascinating 
flowers as will fit in one side-yard gar-
den.  Not only will you get the chance 
to enjoy these but, you'll also get to 
view a garden that includes a large 
bouquet garden, shade gardens, wild 
flower areas, vegetable gardens, and 
much, much more!  Where can you en-
joy this much?  Right here in Gowrie  
and surrounding area. 
      Members of Zion Lutheran are 
sponsoring a Garden Tour on Saturday, 
June 27 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.. 
Gardens that you will get to view be-
long to Monte Albert, Kris Cathcart, 
Cindy Fevold, Greta Jansa, Pauline 
Johnson, Jeff Kruse, Colleen Palmer, 
and Phyllis Peterson.  
      I am so grateful to these people 
volunteering to help me with this pro-
ject.  I have been trying to raise money 
for the last 6 years to obtain washers 
and dryers for the Ilembula Lutheran 
Hospital in Tanzania.  We have raised 
about $9000 to date.  So, this is my last 
push to see this dream become a real-
ity.  
      Because all proceeds will go to this 
fund, we are selling tickets for $8. 
Tickets will be available ahead of time 
after worship services or by contacting 
Colleen.  Also, tickets will be available 
the day of the tour starting at Colleen 
Palmer's home at 1010 Church St.  Of 
course, any donations above the ticket 
price are very much appreciated!  
      Please join us for a very enjoyable 
day!  In case of rain, the date will be 
Sunday, June 28 - 1:00 to 4:00. 

�
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May 17, 2009 
 
Countryside Members, 
 
      A stay in a hospital for any 
length of time affirms the value of 
friends such as you.  I do appreciate 
your concern and prayers. 
      It looks as though 2-3 more 
days will see me back home.   
                   
                              God Bless You, 
 

—Orval Herman 
 

P.S. (Thanks Pastor Jim!) 
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Countryside Ministry website: 
www.countrysidecoop.org 

Countryside Worship Times 
Calvary, Barnum ................................................10:30 a.m. 
Faith, Harcourt .....................................................9:00 a.m. 
Fulton, Roelyn .....................................................9:15 a.m. 
Trinity, Boxholm ...............................................10:30 a.m. 
UCC/Cong., Moorland .........................................8:00 a.m. 
Zion, Gowrie (Summer hours) .............................9:30 a.m. 
                                 also, 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 5:00 p.m. 
FUSION ........................................Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. 
                                            at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie 

 

Countryside Phone Numbers: 
Countryside Ministry Office .................................352-3645 
Rev. Jim Davis          Office .................................352-3932 
                                  Home .................................352-5261 
Rod Meyer                Office .................................846-6277 
                                  Home .................................354-5224 
Rev. Wahlgren          Office .................................352-3645 
                                  Home .................................352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist,    Office .................................352-3612 
Stephen Ministry       Home .................................352-3798 
 
Countryside E-mail Addresses: 
Countryside Office: .......................... ziongowr@wccta.net 
Rev. Jim Davis: ....................................elca506@wccta.net 
Rod Meyer: ...................................... rodmeyer@lvcta.com 
Cindy Youngquist: .................. stephencoop@hotmail.com 
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REMEMBER:   
Father’s Day is June 21! 


