COUNTRYDIDE NEWS

Volume 7 Issue 10 A Publication of Countryside Minis

try August 2009

Calvary, Barnum; Faith, Harcourt; Fulton, Roelyminity, Boxholm; UCC/Congregational, Moorland; Zio@owrie

A Message from Pastor Jim—  words?” Grim though they may

be; they are profoundly trug.

Because of sin, our age-old Marriage and family are two o
rebellion, the gladness of God’'s most beautiful gifts;
marriage can be overcast and thehowever, it is in our marriage
gift of the family can become a and families that we can often b
burden. Lutheran Book of most deeply hurt.
Worshiprite of Marriage On their wedding day, almos
everyone dreams of living
The preceding quote is part happily ever after, but few are s
of every wedding service | fortunate. We have such hig
perform. When | look at these expectations of our marriage
words printed on this page, theyand families that it's almos
seem so harsh. There is part ofimpossible for us not to be hu
me that thinks “Why spoil such a and disappointed. | am ashamj
beautiful moment with such grim

(Continued on page 3)
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Marie Bengston ------------ Trinity

Jim W. Carlson --------------- Zion

Roberta Clausen ----------- Trinity

Loretta Daisy--------------- Fulton
p Steve Julius ---------------- Calvary
e Greg Moe Fulton

Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith
t Joan Peterson----------------- Faith

Bruce Towne ------------------ Zion
o Joyce Silvey ---------- UCC/Cong.
h Richard Silvey ------- UCC/Cong.
s Amy Walrod -------------- Calvary

t
pd
Countryside Ministry
Executive Committee

Loretta Daisy ----------- President
Jim Carlson ------- Vice-president
, , Dorothy Nahnsen ------ Secretary
‘@’ You are the worship. The park is @ gangy Thoma -------- Treasurer
y invited to join  beautiful setting in which to offe Rev. Jim Davis
= t h e God our thanks and praise. Administrative Pastor
congregations Please bring lawn chairs a
of the quilts or blankets for seating.

Outdoor Countryside

\X/Ol”Shi[) _I\/I_inistry for a _
joint worship the potluck dinner.

experience on Sunday, August There will also be services &
23. Three services will be Faith at 9:00 a.m. and at Zion
provided for your convenience. 9:30 a.m. with fellowship coffees
There will be a service outside following. Both sanctuaries ar
the South Lodge at Dolliver Park air-conditioned. These will be
beginning at 11:00 a.m. (if it the only services offered in th
rains we will move inside). Countryside Ministry
Calvary Presbyterian Church will congregations on August 23.
host a potluck dinner following

Also, please bring a dish to pags
and your own table service fq

r

NEED A VISIT?

1t

" If you or anyone you know

contact the

? Hospital Country-
1 Visitation side office
P TR at 352-3645

&

SO a visit
can be
scheduled.

could use a pastoral visit, please



Stephen Ministers in this last class. On Sunday,
July 11, | was privileged to attend the United Meth
odist Church here in town and commission their
newest Stephen Minister, Susanne Hindman. It was
a very nice service and | know Susanne is excited
® about her commissioning.
Stephen Ministers at work One of the things | spoke about at Susanne’s
commissioning was to remind us that if we as the
church are to make a difference in the world, we
need to start right now. It is about taking a risk-

STEPHEN MINISTRY are so fortunate to have commissioned several good

TO WHOM DOES STEPHEN MINISTRY OF-

FER HELP? ting Jesus touch us, being willing to sit with at)e
- People who are lonely. and drawing upon the grace and mercy that God
People who are depressed. wants us to have. This happens as we intentionally
People experiencing the loss of a job or finan- reach out to each other. A Stephen Minister can
cial setbacks. pray for you when you are unable to pray for your-
People struggling with their faith. self. A Stephen Minister can uphold your faith
People who are dying, as well as the families when you are unable to believe. A Stephen Minister
of those who are terminally ill. is a wonderful way to reach out to people outside
People experiencing the birth of a child. our faith community with the love of Christ in ways
People who are shut in that our pastors would not have the time to do.
People separated or in the midst of a divorce. ~ In order to be a care RECEIVER, and HAVE a
People who are hospitalized. Stephen Minister, you do not have to be a member.
You can be anybody. This ministry will enable our
HOW DOES STEPHEN MINISTRY WORK? congregation to minister more fully to anyone in
It is a one-on-one ministry by trained, caring need of the gentle support of Christ's unwavering
lay ministers. love.

It is a long- or short-term relationship focusing T You want to receive care from a Stephen Min-
on the unique needs of those it helps. ister or know of someone who would benefit from

It is a commitment to caring and supporting such care, please contact the pastor of your church

ther by buildi Christ-centered, or the Io.cal Stephgn Ministry 'Coordinator, Cindy
gﬁzrﬁlr:gocoerrr\m{miltj;/ ng a LAaristcentere Youngquist. My office number is: 515-352-3612.

It is a response to Christ’s instruction to “love
one another as | have loved you” (John 13:24

It is a ministry named after Stephen, one of th Cindy Yo.ungql.n?t, . o
first lay ministers of the early church, commis- Countryside Ministries Stephen Ministry Leader ~

sioned by the apostles to care for the commu- “Bear one another’s burdens...and so fulfill thevla
nity's needs (Acts 6:2-6). of Christ.” GALATIANS 6:2

STEPHEN MINISTERS CARE!

Stephen Ministers are members of our congreg:
tions who receive special training to provide ooe-t

one Christian care to people in our congregations a| Remember: The Alzheimer’s Support
communities who are experiencing grief, loneliness Group meets on the last Wednesday of
divorce, hospitalization, disability, job loss, amény each month at the Gowrie Senior Suites

other life difficulties. . _ , :
We have several Stephen Ministers in the arg beginning at 1:00 p.m. Augusts’ meeting

who would be happy to have a care receiver and v will be on the 26th.
2




(Continued from page 1) truth. It bears all things, believes our faith and others to sustain us
Pastor's Message all things, hopes all things, until better times come. If you

to admit it, endures all things. Love neverare experiencing one of those
but there ends. Faith, hope, and lovedifficult times in your

are many abide, these three; and therelationship, make certain your
days when greatest of these is love.” spouse knows, talk to someone
| feel like | have been blessed to havewho can help guide you through

marriage people who have been marriedthat difficult time and,
and family are back-breaking 50, 60 and even 70 years sharaemember, as lonely as you may
burdens, instead of beautiful stories of incredibly difficult feel, there are others who know
gifts. As terrible times in their what you are experiencing and
as that sounds] “Lgve is patient; love i§ marriages, times can support you through this
it's true — for me. kind: love is not enviou$ that would destroy difficult time.

It hurts to know most  marriages,
that I, also, am or boastful or arrogant yet these couples May your joy be restored.

often a burden (_)r mde' - were able to Pastor Jim
for my wife and | (1 Corinthians 13:4-13) endure those
family. times and

This section from the rite discover a deeper love than they
for marriage does not end grimly, could have ever imagined, a
however, but on a hopeful note: Christ-like love based not just on
“But because God, who their feelings for each other, but
established marriage, continueson their ability to love and car
still to bless it with his abundant for each other even when th
and ever-present support, we cardid not feel like it. While we
be sustained in our weariness anchave little control over ou
have our joy restored.” We are feelings, we have a great deal
reminded that even though we control over what how we spe
can be deeply hurt in our to each other and how we tre

“You!*
marriages and families, our joy each other. A mature, Christ-lik o
can be restored. love has far more to do with ho

| remind couples who are we speak to each other and trgaiThank you to everyone for their
preparing for marriage that what each other than with our feelings cards, gifts, kind words and
they are about to promise eachfor each other. presence as | celebrated thé"20
other is not that they will always Living with each other, in| anniversary of my ordination. |
feel loving toward each other — marriages and families, can Hedeeply appreciate the many ways
regretfully, we have little control difficult. Sadly, there are times$ in which you expressed your
over our feelings — but that they when we need to leave appreciation of my ministry. |
will treat each other in a loving relationships for the sake of ouram humbled by the opportunity
manner whether they feel like it health and well-being. It i3 to serve with you. Your
or not. The apostle Paul providesimportant, however, that beforg faithfulness is a daily inspiration
us with a beautiful description of we leave those relationships wefor me. | pray God’s blessing on
the nature of that love in his exhaust all possibilities for all of us as together we seek to
letter to the Corinthians: “Love is healing and reconciliation. Most be faithful to what God is calling
patient; love is kind; love is not of us will face difficult times in| us to be and do.
envious or boastful or arrogant or our relationships that can leaje
rude. It does not insist on its ownus feeling hurt and eve
way; it is not irritable or hopeless. Itis attimes like thes
resentful; it does not rejoice in when it feels like there is no lov
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the left, that we need to draw upo

ey

Thank you and God bless you.
) Pastor Jim




THE DUTY OF BEING WEALTHY

THAT'S US! We have more in common with the rich of our compthan we do
with the average person of a third-world country.

Jesus and the writers of the New Testament demaiitie New Testament gets to the truth of understand-
the just sharing of resources: It is thay of those ing stewardship ministry as helping people grow in
who are wealthy to give generously of their wealthheir relationship with Jesus, and that wealth pase

to those who are in conditions of physical needhuge threat to a person’s relationship with Jesus.
Since God owns everything, since we are managefr$e threat is that wealth beckons us to trust farit

of what God has entrusted to us, and since that maour security, rather than trusting in Jesus. Werof
agement exists for the benefit of others, then Want to have it both ways, trying to trust in Jesus
stands to reason that God has blessed the wealtloy things spiritual and in wealth for things madaér
with material things not so that they may hoardlesus says we can’t have it both ways. He says we
these things for themselves, but rather use thatan’t serve God and wealth, that giving of one’s
wealth to benefit those who have material needs. wealth to help others who are in need is the diity o

. ~achild of God. This duty can become a way of life
The duty of the wealthy to take action to alleviatqsenerous giving can break the power of wealth.

the suffering of the poor, the widows and orphans i

a prominent theme of the Old Testament, whicly is in generosity that we may find a way to deal
also resounds throughout the New Testament. Jguccessfu”y with the threat of money and posses-
sus’ parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 1&jons. Perhaps the most effective way to break the
certainly contains strong words regarding the CONS@ower of money is to give it away — to give it away
quences of ignoring the needs of the poor in thigenerously. It is hard to imagine anyone success-
life. Jesus’ parable of the Sheep and the Goafg§|ly handling the threat without being a generous
(Matt. 25) a_Iso stresses the duty to care fo_r thnms_:e giver. Clinging to one’s possessions, giving a pit
need. Caring seemed to be a way of life, sincgnce of one’s income (for ELCA Lutherans, it's
those who cared for the poor weren't even awarghoyt 1.9%) to Christ's church, seems certainly to
that in doing so they had been caring for Jesufgicate that one has not broken the hold of the
Living a life of generosity was simply how they master called wealth. In giving money away gener-
lived. ously, we are making a bold statement to ourselves

and others that we are not serving money, that we

In the book of Acts it becomes clear that divestin% : o s
. s ave not believed its lies to us about the seciirity
of wealth so that all might have the necessities be

came common practice (Acts 2, 4). In 2 Cor. 80ffers. In giving money away generously, espe-

) S - cially to Jesus’ work through the church, we are
Paul, appealing to the Corinthian Christians speaks . ,
P . saying we won't try to serve God and wealth.
of “...a fair balance between your present abun: )
; . Rather, we will use the wealth that God has en-

dance and their need.

trusted to us for God's work. By giving money

Through all of these passages the theme of Chri@way generously we put money in its proper place,
tian duty to give generously toward the needs ctnd place our trust

others emerges. What also emerges is the idea tigh the only One

this is not to be a burden, but rather a conseguenkltimately worthy of

of the fact that some may have more than they ned@at trust, our Lord

while others have less than they need. GenerissityJesus Christ.

the natural consequence of abundance. When ﬂBsuty callsl  You
generosity does not exist, then it is a perversibn will be bleséed
God’s intention, and comes under attack, whether '

from the prophets or Jesus.




Education is an important part sfable permanency for infant
every child’s life, and here in lowgioung children and teens across {
we pride ourselves on the qualisgate. By giving children and fam
education we provide. As the nedies the tools they need to succes
school year approaches, howevkegl can plant the seeds of succs
Lutheran Services in lowa remindsat grow into bright futureg
you that there are still many chithrough education.

dren who do not excel in the class-

room and those who never gradu&ter information on staying in
from our high schools. Often timeslved in your child’s school ex
these children come from homesrience, visit www.lsitips.com.

where poverty, abuse, neglect and # $

other situations cause an unstable % &

and sometimes unsafe environ- ' ( #

ment.

LSI's services, such as our early

childhood programs, family-

centered services and residential

treatment for children work to cre-

ate positive environments and build

O u r Anyone is welcome to join our Have you

scrapbook- club; it is not necessary to be|a ever won-
ing club has member of the Countryside Min- dered what
not had much istry. Even if you can not attend it feels like
luck findinga every month, we'd be glad tp to be behind
time to meet have you join us when you cap. bars or how
this summer Come for an hour or two, or the you can

due to vacations and other variouswhole day. Bring your friends
activities that keep our lives so too.
busy.

,make a difference to someone who
has made a terrible mistake in his

If you are interested in savindife? We need more people willing

8 join the Countryside Ministry’s

Starting in September we will your photos for future generatior
once again begin to meet on thebut are not sure where to st

Brison Ministry and get a small

3rd Saturday (September 19) be-call a member of the club and weample of the feeling.

ginning at 9:00 a.m. at Zion.
August we are going to try for a started. Scrapbooking is fun a
shopping trip on Saturday, Augustan enjoyable way to save yo
29. We are planning a trip to An- families’ memories.

keny & Des Moines to visit 3 If you have questions about o
scrapbooking stores and purchaselub, please call the church offic

In will be glad to help you gef August’s visit will be on the 12th.

We leave from Zion at 5:30 p.m.
libut  will make arrangements to
pick people up in Moorland or
Urdarcourt or meet them in the
Bprison parking lot.

materials. We will leave from Nothing will be sold at this even
Zion at 9:00 a.m. If you plan to so bring your own supplies. Y

tAnyone wishing to be included in
his outreach ministry please call

join us on the 29th please call thewill need to bring your own lunciithe Countryside Ministry office by

church office by noon on the 27th and beverage. Please call

be Thursday prior to the visit to

so we can make arrangements foiCountryside Office (352-3645) ifreserve a spot.

travel. you plan to attend.
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Have you ever felt called to travel to

Tanzania and walk more closely with our

brothers and sisters in Christ? Have you
taken it under prayerful consideration

and felt compelled to take action? If so

... The Western lowa Synod, desiring to

assess the overall interest level and travel
goals of its people, seeks response from
those interested and committed to travel-
ing to our companion synod, the South-
ern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Tanzania in 2010.

Who may apply? Any and all commit-
ted individuals who will be 15 or older
by July 1, 2010, and who are able to han-
dle the emotional, spiritual, and physical
rigors of a third-world visit.

When would travel occur? An approxi-
mate three-week trip sometime between
July 17 and August 15, 2010.

How much could the trip cost? Esti-
mated total costs are $3,500-$4,000/
person.

What would the trip entail? This will
depend on who applies, what the indi-
cated areas of interests and goals are, and
what the synod and diocese mutually
agree to be the purpose for the trip (see
application form for potential possibili-
ties).

When is the application deadline? Oc-
tober 1, 2009. Mail, e-mail or fax appli-
cation form and pastoral reference to: PO
Box 577, Storm Lake, IA  50588;
wiscw@wisynod.orgfax 712-732-6540.

Please note that application does not en-
sure participation. Once all application
information is received, the synod (in
collaboration with the diocese) will de-
velop trip objectives and select partici-
pants. All participants will be informed
of final decisions by Nov. 1, 2009. If se-
lected, a non-refundable trip deposit to
secure your travel slot and participation
in pre/post-trip orientation sessions will
be expected.

Application Forms (including Pastoral
Reference): Please see
www.wisynod.org/or call 712-732-4968.
Mungu akubariki/God Bless You!!




Father's Day evening the table showcasing various Swethear and watch our local talent of
Community gathered at Zion Lu- ish and Scandinavian gOOdieS th ||p sync, pianists and Singers_
theran Church in Gowrie for the could be purchased by the piec There were over 200 in attendance
communities’ > “Share your We had our choice of RUSkSand this community event is some-
Talent” evening. Kringla, Rosettes, Swedish Wething everyone says: “Let’s do this

There were 35 tables set tofers, “Krumkaka and much more.3 g a i n sometime.”
display collections, talents and Everyone truly enjoyed the A very special thank you to every-
hobbies of people from the area.refreshments served by our loCigone who brought things to share
We had numerous quilts, wood youth of grilled burgers, chips gnd to those who attended this
workers, artists, sculptures, histo-bars and LOTS of home-made ic eyent, the workers and volunteers.
rians, scrapbooks and we even-cream. Fun things like this can not be
had a couple of snakes!. The evening ended by every done without your help.

One of the highlights was a one gathering in the sanctuary f
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Countryside Phone Numbers:

Countryside Ministry Office..........ccvvvvriccmmnn.. 352-3645
Rev. Jim Davis (01 o] I 352-3932
HOMe .. 352-5261
Rod Meyer Office v, 846-6277
HOMEe .. 354-5224
Rev. Wahlgren (01111 352-3645
Home ....ccoocveeeiiiiiee e, 352-5245
Cindy Youngquist, Office.........ccoiiiiiiiceennn. 352-3612
Stephen Ministry  Home .............ccooinneee. 352-3798

Countryside E-mail Addresses:

Countryside Office: ziongowr@wccta.net

Rev. Jim Davis: elca506@wccta.net

Rod Meyer: rodmeyer@lvcta.com

Cindy Youngquist:  stephencoop@hotmail.com

Countryside Worship Times

Calvary, Barnum...........oooooiiiiiiiiiet e 10:30 a.m.
Faith, Harcourt...........ccvveeeiiiiiiiicmmmeeeeee 9:00 a.m.
Fulton, ROElYN ... 9:15 a.m.
Trinity, BoXholm ... 10:30 a.m.
UCC/Cong., Moorland.............c.eeveeeeees e 8:00 a.m.
Zion, Gowrie (Summer hours) .......ccccceeeeeennn. 9:30 a.m.

also, 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 5:00 p.m.

FUSION.....c..coiiiieiceeec Wednessla§.30 p.m.
at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie

Countryside Ministry website:
Www.countrysidecoop.org



