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A Message from Pastor Jim— The past months have been Marie Bengston ------------ Trinity
difficult for the members of| JiM W. Carlson ---------moo- Zion

Calvary Presbyterian Church Calvary as they made a decision RoPerta Clausen ----------- Trinity
voted on July 19 to discontinue that they had known for some¢ LOréetta Daisy--------------- Fulton
worship in its building. Regular time needed to be made. Whilp St€Ve JUliUS ---------oeoomos Calvary
worship services will be held it is no longer good stewardship ©'€9 M0€ ----------oeooeeos Fulton
until December 20, 2009. to keep their building open and i Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith
Calvary will participate in the makes sense to close it, neither pfJ0an Peterson------------—----- Faith
Lent round robin with the those makes it any easidr JOYC€ Silvey--------- UCC/Cong.
northern congregations and haveemotionally and spiritually.| Richard Silvey ------ UCC/Cong.
worship on Easter. Their closing While they will continue to try to | Brucé Towne ------------------ Zlon
worship service will be on April meet occasionally as g AmMYyWalrod ----------oeo- Calvary

19, 2010. The building will then congregation, by this time next

be taken down. (Continued on page 3)

Want a great idea for a Walk raises to hunger-fighting
Sunday afternoon? Join us forprograms in their own
the annual Webster County community.

CROP Hunger Walk. The Walk CROP Hunger Walk helps
will be held on Sunday, October support the overall ministry o
4. Registration will be from Church World Service,

b

12:30 — 1:30 p.m. at Reynolds especially the grass-roots, hunger

Countryside Ministry
Executive Committee

Loretta Daisy ----------- President
Jim Carlson ------- Vice-president
Dorothy Nahnsen ------ Secretary
Sandy Thoma ---------- Treasurer

Rev. Jim Davis
Administrative Pastor

Park. The walk will start at 1:30 -fighting development efforts o
p.m. partner agencies in more than Eii

0 NEED AVISIT?

This year CROP Hunger countries.

CROP Hunger Walk
Walks will share more than $3.7 helps provide tools of hope that

If you or anyone you know

million with nearly 4,000 food empower people to meet thejr could use a pastoral visit, please

banks, pantries,
gardens, and other local effortsto wells and water systems,

nationwide.  This support is nutrition-enhancing Moringa
made possible when local CROPtrees, to technical training an
Hunger Walks choose our unique micro-enterprise loans, the key
option of returning up to 25 people working together tg
percent of what their CROP (Continued on page 3)

community own needs. From seeds and togls

contact the

Hospital Country-
Visitation side office
&R at 352-3645

SO a visit
can be
scheduled.




On Monday, July 20, Michael Bessman, Ashleyone! This was a great learning experience. Every
Carlon, Brie McGuire, Hannah Carlson, and Austingroup had a different service project. Ours painte
Emma, and Claire Davis, along with leaders and Tar the inside of an elementary school that had been
Davis and Nick Lehman, loaded a charter bus idevastated by Hurricane Katrina. The first floor
Humboldt that later met up with five other full mss was already done, but the remainder of the school
from the Western lowa Synod. After meeting up, wihad not been painted since the 1960s, so the entire
all traveled together to New Orleans, Louisiangh® school was getting new paint. Without us, it would
ELCA National Youth Gathering. We spent one have taken eleven weeks to finish. The job was get
night in St. Louis, and another in Jackson, MSpleef ting done in just six days because of the work done

by the ELCA youth!

Each evening found us at Super-Dome for a
mass gathering. The sight of that many Christian
youth together in one place was awesome! There
we listened to amazing speakers and musicians. We
learned a lot and really enjoyed ourselves. We had
the pleasure of hearing from Bishop Mark Hanson
and Mayor Ray Nagin, who was very appreciative
of the work we were doing in his city. We heard
from President Obama through an inspirational let-
ter. We heard from many people around the world
who allowed Christ to work through them in caring
for others. We learned that very humble people can
make a huge difference in the lives of others. We
also learned that we are not “cookie cutter Chris-
tians.” Like Jazz music, which is full of improgais
tion, our growing and living faith is forever chang

rolling into “N'awlins,” joining thirty-six thousash
other youth for “Jesus, Justice, and Jazz.”

While there, July 22 — July 26, we were provide(
many opportunities for worship, learning, service a
fun. Every morning there were many options forwor
ship. Our group enjoyed worshiping with Christiar
hip-hop artist Agape. During the day, groups eithe
went to the Interaction Center, Krewes Learning-Celgss
ter, or on a service project. At the Interactioen@r S
we were able to learn about many social organimatio F==
and speak to their representatives. There were alf = s !
inflatable games, team building games, zip liningESEEEaEE
basketball, and volleyball. At the Krewes Learning
Center we went to workshops, did crafts, and lesten ing. Our youth group, even though small, came to
to live music. At one workshop we learned how carthe conclusion that we can make a difference in
toons work in delivering a message. Ashley im helping others and make our world a better place.
pressed us with her cartoon of a toddler at theipul Not only did youth fill the dome, but music did
standing on tippy toes. Lots to think about ont the (Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 1) Since 1999, worship attendanceus the courage and strength we
Pastor's Message has declined an average of 30%need to journey through this time

in those cities. Nazareth, theof change. We are blessed with
largest ELCA congregation in members who are willing to offer
Waterloo/Cedar Falls, with an themselves, their time, and their
average worship attendance ofpossessions to do the ministry to
1,072, has declined 42%. Losswhich we have been called. We
and grief have become all tooare blessed with exceptional

year their building will be gone. familiar for most of our leaders who are willing to take

A death is going to take place congregations. Such is therisks in order to ensure that the
and they are goin nature of ministry ministry to which we have been
through a time of| Few of us like | today. called continues to happen. We

deep grief. Such ig
the nature of rural

Although it is have been blessed with an eight

Change' It almost too early to tell how year history during which we

ministry today. always creates| the closing of have effectively navigated other

There are times anxiety. Calvary will affect changes. And, most importantly,
| think it would be Countryside we have been blessed with God’s
easier to be pastor Ministry, it will promise that he will always be

of a congregation in a larger city most certainly impact the way we with us, encouraging and

where there are more people anddo ministry together. We will strengthening us as we minister
resources for ministry, but that is undoubtedly be going through ato others in his name. Such is the
not necessarily true. Claire istime of change. As leaders, wenature of ministry.

leaving for the University of have already begun to talk about As we journey through this

Northern lowa in just a few days. how we can most effectively time of change, may we each
When | lived close to Waterloo/ respond to this change. commit ourselves to praying and
Cedar Falls | thought that pastors Few of us like change. It working to ensure that the

in congregations in those cities almost always creates anxiety. Itministry to which we have been

had it made — plenty of people, can be difficult. Such is the called remains strong and vibrant
plenty of programs and plenty of nature of ministry. as we seek God’s will for our

money. That, also, is not true. 1  While | am anxious about future.

looked at the trends of ELCA what the closing of Calvary will

congregations in Waterloo/Cedar mean for our ministry, I am also

Falls over the past ten years.confident that God has provided

(Continued from page 1)
More Youth CROP Walk
Gathering identify their strengths, needs and
Pictures development priorities.

Join us for a great opportunity
to meet people who are committed
to touching the lives of others in the
name of Jesus. Enjoy a pleasant
stroll and make a difference in
feeding hungry people. What a
wonderful way to spend an
afternoon!

If you would like to join our
group or receive more information,
please contact Countryside Ministry
office by September 29.




Discipleship Leads to INTENTIONAL
and REGULAR Giving

Generous giving is a key to responding positively t Another stewardship value is regular giving. To be
the threat posed by wealth. Generosity is on@é®f t regular in your giving means to establish a pattern
values of good stewardship. But there are othen your giving, and to follow that pattern. Pauit®
traits of a biblical giver. Developing these tsait it this way in 1 Cor. 16, “On the first day of eyer
should be the goal of all Christian stewards. &incweek, each of you is to put aside and save whatever
the mission of stewardship ministry is to help peoextra you earn, so that collections need not bentak
ple grow in their relationship with Jesus throughwhen | come.” Paul’'s prescribed regular pattem fo
their stewardship, then it stands to reason that tlgiving is each week.
goal of our congregation’s stewardship ministry
should be to lift up these traits and encourage dalh biblical times, it was most common for workers
members to conform their stewardship to themio be paid at the end of each day. Our system of
Another way to think about these traits is to thiik compensation is very different. Some people are
them as the values of stewardship, values by whighaid once a week, others twice a month, others only
we should strive to live. once each month. Retired people might receive a
Social Security check at the beginning of the mpnth
Being intentional in our giving means developing aand a pension check some other time. If they are
plan for our giving and then following through with fortunate, they may have income from other invest-
that plan. In 2 Cor. 9, Paul writes, “The point isments.
this: the one who sows sparingly will also reaprspa
ingly, and the one who sows bountifully will alsoln our day, to be regular in giving means that when
reap bountifully. Each of you must give as youwever you receive income, and however you receive
have made up your mind, not reluctantly or undeincome, you give according to your predetermined
compulsion.” If you are to give as you have madglan. Obviously, there is a strong connection be-
up your mind, then you have to have made up youween intentional giving and regular giving. To be
mind. To be intentional means to make up youintentional means that you develop a plan for your
mind, to develop a plan for giving, and then togiving. To be regular means that you follow that
“walk the walk” as you turn that plan into action.  plan, according to your own specific way of receiv-
ing income.
If you arrive at worship with no plan for giving @n
give something that might or might not be availabl€®ne thing is clear. Our discipleship to Jesusdead
in your wallet or purse, your giving is not inten-us to intentional and regular giving in our steward
tional. ship of
those mate-
In our congregation we use pledge cards or formsal bless-
for givers to indicate the amount they plan to givengs that
in the coming year. The cards are intended to helpod has en-
each steward be intentional in giving. To quotérusted to
Paul, we should give “. . . as we have made up ows. It is a
mind” (2 Cor. 9). We might be intentional without pattern we
the pledge card or form, but it would be more diffi are called to
cult. The discipline of the card helpsustoltenn follow.
tional in our giving. It is a gift to us. To betéen- You will be
tional in giving means to develop a plan and tleen tblessed.
live by the plan.
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In the spring of 2008, lowans exeptember is National Prepare
perienced first-hand the importanoess Month, a great time to ¢
of being prepared. The disastetewn with your family or congre
that affected thousands of peomgation and develop an emergen
and devastated communities |giteparedness plan. Being prepa
many wondering what actions for any situation protects your fan
take and how to respond. Beirlg and allows you to act wisely it
prepared to act on a moment’s nitxese critical situations. To fin
tice can save property and livesmergency preparedness tips
That is why Lutheran Services wour family, go to
lowa’s disaster response serviogsvw.lsitips.com or visit
are not only working with familiesvww.ldr.org/prepare and read
as they continue to recover, but LBbw your congregation can prepd
also offers congregations assistarioe emergencies. To contact LS
in creating preparedness plans ahout our disaster response s
case disaster strikes the church,\ises, e-mail us dsi@I|siowa.org
members or the community.

O u r Come for an hour or two, or th
scrapbook- whole day. Bring your friends
ing club too.
has not had If you are interested in savin
much luck your photos for future generation
finding a but are not sure where to sta
time to call a member of the club and W

meet this summer due to vaca-will be glad to help you ge
tions and other various activities started. Scrapbooking is fun ar
that keep our lives so busy. an enjoyable way to save yo
Starting in September we will families’ memories.

once again begin to meet on the If you have questions abol
3rd Saturday (September 19) be-our club, please call the churg
ginning at 9:00 a.m. at Zion. office. Nothing will be sold af
Anyone is welcome to join our this event so bring your own su
club; it is not necessary to be aplies. You will need to bring you
member of the Countryside Min- own lunch and beverage. Pled
istry. Even if you cannot attend call the Countryside Office (352
every month, we'd be glad to 3645) if you plan to attend.
have you join us when you can.

Remember: The Alzheimer’s Support
Group meets on the last Wednesday of
each month at the Gowrie Senior Suites
beginning at 1:00 p.m. August’'s meeting
will be on the 26th.

(Continued from page 2)

National Youth Gathering

as well. “Skillet,” a contemporary
Christian rock group was one of our
favorites to jam with! Our girls had
first row and actually got the
group's guitar picks and water bot-
tles after the show! Claire, Emma,
and Brie initiated Hannah into the
world of groupies! She is looking
forward to attending more concerts!

On our half-hour walk back to
“Hotel Life” from the mass gather-
ing, Bessy led us with his Star Wars
sword, as the streets were packed
with people! We met many, many
people during those walks from all
over the country. | don't think
many of them will forget us from
“IOWA!” Our very loud songs dur-
ing our walks were quite entertain-
ing, although Nick and Tami will be
happy to never hear “John Jacob
Jingleheimer Schmidt” again!

“Hotel Life” was a two hour
time frame filled with various
events at different hotels. Events
ranged from dances from many
eras, concerts, karaoke, more inflat-
ables (Nick versus Austin!), dueling
pianos, and games. We had very
busy, yet fun filled evenings!

The “Final Fifteen” was a clos-
ing 15 minute bible study which
included reviewing our day's
events. Funny thing is that those 15
minutes generally turned into about
sixty! It was a nice time to wind
down, pray for each other and oth-
ers, and thank God for all the bless-
ings in our lives.

All of us would like to thank
you for your care and support. This
was an experience of a lifetime and
without you it wouldn't have been
possible. We all had a great time,
met new friends, gained a lot of
knowledge, and came to appreciate
what we have a bit more! Thank
you so much!




Have you ever felt called to travel to

Tanzania and walk more closely with our

brothers and sisters in Christ? Have you
taken it under prayerful consideration

and felt compelled to take action? If so,

The Western lowa Synod, desiring to

assess the overall interest level and travel
goals of its people, seeks response from
those interested and committed to travel-
ing to our companion synod, the South-
ern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Tanzania in 2010.

Who may apply? Any and all commit-
ted individuals who will be 15 or older
by July 1, 2010, and who are able to han-
dle the emotional, spiritual, and physical
rigors of a third-world visit.

When would travel occur? An approxi-
mately three-week trip sometime be-
tween July 17 and August 15, 2010.

How much could the trip cost? Esti-
mated total costs are $3,500-$4,000 per
person.

Greetings,

| just returned after a very long, difficult, bytist-led week in Minneapoli
at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly. | was chosen hysymod to be a nation
delegate. | am honored and delighted to have bsksd to attend.

There was much meaningful discussion on the satéément: “Human
Sexuality: Gift and Trustand the implementing resolutions for the sociales|
ment. The social statement and implementing résolsiwere adopted.

| have the greatest respect for Bishop Mark Hanpmasiding bishop of th
ELCA. He is a strong, wise, spirit-filled man. sBop Hanson reminded us

his closing sermon of the importance_of respondinghange instead of reag

Ing.
He said that when a person reacts it is usuallgeseferk action that is o

ten impulsive, negative and without respect for tbeasequences. React
without careful, thoughtful reflection can oftermteto more pain and conflict.

Bishop Hanson challenged us to take time to cdyefekpond to the a
tions of the Assembly. He encouraged patienceeterdhining the next ste
we take as individuals and congregations. He réedrus of the importance
continuing to pray and be in conversation with eattter.

He also reminded us that, regardless of the actbtisis Assembly or any

Assembly, we are still one body in Christ, wheremeet one another not in g
agreements or our disagreements, but at the fotheofcross, where God
faithful, where Christ is present with us, and veheby the power of the Ho
Spirit, we are one in Christ.

What would the trip entail? This will
depend on who applies, what the indi-
cated areas of interests and goals are, and
what the synod and diocese mutually
agree to be the purpose for the trip (see
sapplication form for possibilities).

AlVhen is the application deadline? Oc-
tober 1, 2009. Mail, e-mail or fax appli-
cation form and pastoral reference to: PO
tBox 577, Storm Lake, IA  50588;
wiscw@wisynod.orgfax 712-732-6540.

Please note that application does not en-
e participation. After all application
Kformation is received, the synod (in
collaboration with the diocese) will de-
f\'/elop trip objectives and select partici-
nts. All participants will be informed
of final decisions by Nov. 1, 2009. If
'Selected, a non-refundable trip deposit to
PSecure your travel slot and participation
pre— and post-trip orientation sessions

will be expected.

dpplication Forms (including Pastoral
Beference): Please see
www.wisynod.org/or call 712-732-4968.
Mungu akubariki!! (God Bless You!!)

bt

—Cindy Youngqui




Family at Zion and throughout the Countryside,

Though | have preached and presideg
Zion recently, it has been a long time sin
| have sent personal correspondence to
beloved birthing and continually supportiv
community. Thus, | would like to give yo
an update on the journey | have taken i
my calling to ministry.
First, 1 would like to thank Cindyj
Youngquist for her work at the ELCA Churchwide Asddy. The
work she and all those at the assembly did was litapband, no mat-
ter the outcomes, will have lasting impact on onderstanding of and
struggles concerning what it means to be chur@m(iwriting this let-
ter while watching the assembly online, thus, | endkis claim not
knowing the outcomes). Wherever we find ourselvgzay we find
ourselves standing there together, continually ipggylistening, and

people who are to be God'’s light in
the world which God loves fully.

at May we fully live out this call-
GAg, not imagining that we earn our
B3lvation by living out this calling,
$ut that by living out this calling
hwe give the only natural response
8 the eternal life God has already
given us: being the hands of God’s
saving grace for all crea-
tion. Amen.

—Tyler Rasmussen
LSTC, Chicago, IL

seeking to understand what it means to live intoamllective calling
and identity: children of God.

Second, my journey has been one of great learamd self-
discovery. Had | been staying on track with thespribed shape of thg
seminary journey, | would be on internship at thésy moment. How-
ever, last summer | spent time working in a hospisgpart of my train-
ing and came to realize that | needed to spend nmbeational time
working on my own being before it would be apprafpgifor me to be
ministering to other people (something about remg\vhe log in your
own eye before trying to remove the speck in soreezse’s). There-
fore, | have now extended my time at the semingrg Bemester in or{
der to spend more time working on my own life atschieeds. | will be
again working in a hospital this semester, as & required part of my
seminary training, and will be going on internshép year from
now. Then | will be graduating at the conclusidrite Fall 2011 se-
mester.

As for the details of my journey, | learned a tlois year. | took
classes in preaching, theology, teaching, Old aed Nlestament, ang
languages (Hebrew is an interesting and challenginguage). | an-
swered a call | received last summer and probaagived many times
before to work as a camp counselor at a Lutherarpcavhere | had a
great impact on the lives of many youth and adasswell as being
confirmed in my calling repeatedly. | was remindadgdhe overabun-
dance of God’s grace, a grace that cannot be catubought, useg
up, or emptied out, but only received as thougheite a downpour tha
never stopped. | was reminded of the greatnesghat God has done
for us and continues to do for us, claiming useesding us, and call]
ing us to be not the saved by God but rather thoseng God's saveq

Have you ever wondered what
it feels like to be behind bars or
how you can make a difference to
someone who has made a terrible
mistake in his life? We need
more people willing to join the
Countryside Ministry’s Prison
Ministry and get a small sample
of the feeling.

September’s visit will be on
the 9th. We leave from Zion at
5:30 p.m. but will make arrange-
ments to pick people up in Moor-
land or Harcourt or meet them in
the prison parking lot.

Anyone wishing to be included
in this outreach ministry please
call the Countryside Ministry of-
fice by the Thursday prior to the
visit to reserve a spot.




ALSTUIy dpisknuno)

Countryside Phone Numbers:

Countryside Ministry Office..........ccvvvvriccmmnn.. 352-3645
Rev. Jim Davis (01 o] I 352-3932
HOMe .. 352-5261
Rod Meyer Office v, 846-6277
HOMEe .. 354-5224
Rev. Wahlgren (01111 352-3645
Home ....ccoocveeeiiiiiee e, 352-5245
Cindy Youngquist, Office.........ccoiiiiiiiceennn. 352-3612
Stephen Ministry  Home .............ccooinneee. 352-3798

Countryside E-mail Addresses:

Countryside Office: ziongowr@wccta.net

Rev. Jim Davis: elca506@wccta.net

Rod Meyer: rodmeyer@lvcta.com

Cindy Youngquist:  stephencoop@hotmail.com

Countryside Worship Times

Calvary, Barnum...........oooooiiiiiiiiiet e 10:30 a.m.
Faith, Harcourt...........ccvveeeiiiiiiiicmmmeeeeee 9:00 a.m.
Fulton, ROElYN ... 9:15 a.m.
Trinity, BoXholm ... 10:30 a.m.
UCC/Cong., Moorland.............c.eeveeeeees e 8:00 a.m.
Zion, Gowrie (Summer hours) .......ccccceeeeeennn. 9:30 a.m.

also, 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 5:00 p.m.

FUSION.....c..coiiiieiceeec Wednessla§.30 p.m.
at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie

Countryside Ministry website:
Www.countrysidecoop.org




