
 The Countryside Ministry 
Council met August 31, 2009 at 
Zion Lutheran Church in Gowrie. 
 Members present were 
Marie Bengston, Greg Carlson, 
Jim W. Carlson, Roberta 
Clausen, Loretta Daisy, Steve 
Julius, Greg Moe, Dorothy 
Nahnsen, Joan Peterson, Joyce 
Silvey, Richard Silvey, Amy 
Walrod and Pastor Jim. 
 President Loretta called the 
meeting to order.  Pastor Jim 
opened with prayer. 

 Minutes of the May 4th 
meeting were read and approved. 
 The sole item of business 
was a recommendation from 
C o u n t r y s i d e  M i n i s t r y ’ s 
Executive Committee to dissolve 
the corporate structure of 
Countryside Ministry effective 
January 31, 2010. 
 Loretta reported that the 
Countryside Ministry Executive 
Committee met on August 14, 
2 0 0 9  t o  d i s c u s s  a 
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Countryside Ministry 
Council 

 
Marie Bengston ------------ Trinity 
Jim W. Carlson ---------------Zion 
Roberta Clausen ----------- Trinity 
Loretta Daisy --------------- Fulton 
Steve Julius ---------------- Calvary 
Greg Moe ------------------- Fulton 
Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith 
Joan Peterson ----------------- Faith 
Joyce Silvey ---------- UCC/Cong. 
Richard Silvey ------- UCC/Cong. 
Bruce Towne ------------------Zion 
Amy Walrod -------------- Calvary 
 
 
 

Countryside Ministry 
Executive Committee 

 
Loretta Daisy ----------- President 
Jim Carlson ------- Vice-president 
Dorothy Nahnsen ------ Secretary 
Sandy Thoma ---------- Treasurer 
Rev. Jim Davis -------------------- 
 ------------ Administrative Pastor 

NEED A VISIT? 
 If you or anyone you know 
could use a pastoral visit, please 

contact the 
C o u n t r y -
side office 
at 352-3645 
so a visit 
can be 
scheduled. 
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 Clergy Appreciation Month 
is  a special  t ime that 
congregations set aside each year 
to honor their pastors and 
pastoral families for the hard 
work, sacrificial dedication and 
multiple blessings provided by 
these special people.  It is 
important to remember that 
appreciation, affirmation and 
prayer support of our spiritual 
leaders is appropriate throughout 
the entire year. 
 The nature of the service 
provided by pastors and their 

families is unique.  God has 
entrusted to them one of the most 
precious of assignments — the 
spiritual well-being of His flock. 
When a pastor becomes 
ineffective, the very souls of his 
or her par ishioners are 
endangered.  When eternity is in 
the balance, we should all be 
concerned. 
 Pastors and their families 
live under incredible pressures. 
Their lives are played out in a 
fishbowl, with the entire 
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“ I am with you always, until the end of the age,” are 
Jesus’ last words to His apostles in the Gospel of Mat-
thew, and to each of us He says the same.  No matter 
how lost, empty or alone we may feel, God is always 
at our side.  
 
When you are in the middle of your grief, it may seem 
like no one in the world can understand so it makes it 
easier sometimes to isolate yourself; to stay home, 
avoid clubs, groups, old friends, even your church 
family.  It is hard to see that by isolating ourselves we 
are keeping those connections away that can help us 
heal our broken hearts.  
 
A painful loss of any kind, a death, divorce, losing a 
job, any of these things can be the trigger that causes 
us to grieve and want to be alone.  At times depression 
sets in and makes us feel all the more isolated and 
withdrawn, even from God.  That is when we stop go-
ing to church and begin to question our faith and trust 
in God.  
 
Grief is a natural response to loss.  It’s the emotional 
suffering you feel when something or someone you 
love is taken away.  While death and divorce are obvi-
ous, many other loss experiences can produce grief.  
 
When helping someone who is grieving, the most im-
portant thing we can do is listen with compassion.  It 
is so hard to know what to say, but sometimes just 
simply asking, “Do you feel like talking?” is the best 
place to start.  
 
We don’t have the answers but we can offer practical 
assistance like, “I’m going to the market this after-
noon; what can I bring you?” or “I’ve made some beef 
stew for dinner, when can I come by and bring you 
some?” 
 
Continue to provide, ongoing support such as staying 
in touch, keep the cards going by sending notes of en-
couragement.  Remember special days or occasions 

with a call or a note to let them know you are still 
thinking of them and that you’re there. 
 
Stephen Ministers don’t have all the answers.  We are 
trained that we are the care-givers and God is the cure-
giver, all we want to do is help.  If you feel alone and 
would like to talk, consider calling the church office 
and letting me know what I can do for you. 
 
I found this on the Stephen Ministries web-site and I 
would like to share it with you this month.  
 

No one knows 
the tears still inside me. 
People think it’s all past. 
They think I’m all better. 

 
Every once in a while 
I think, I hope, I pray 

that things will be better too. 
 

But then I remember. 
and the pain floods back, 
and the bottom falls out, 

and I fall and I fall. 
 

And I know once again 
that things aren’t all better. 

My loved one is gone, 
and I cry alone. 

How much longer, God? 
How long does this last? 

 
From: Journeying through Grief by Stephen Ministries 
 

Cindy Youngquist,  
Countryside Ministries  Stephen Ministry Leader  

 
“Bear one another’s burdens… 

and so fulfill the law of Christ.”  
GALATIANS 6:2  

No one knows... 



 
A Message  
from  
Pastor Jim 
 
 
 

 A number of years ago, Rollie Martinson, Aca-
demic Dean at Luther Seminary, oversaw a 10-year 
study on how the faith is passed from generation to 
generation.  Based on the study, eight faith factors 
were identified that are important in passing on the 
faith.  Although all eight are important, of course, I 
would like to focus in this article on just the second 
faith factor:  Two or three adult Christian mentors 
of vital faith. 
 Adult Christian mentors of vital 
faith are people other than parents 
and family who care about the youth 
and who are willing to be an example 
of what it means to live a Christian 
life.  Mentors might be teachers, 
coaches, employers or members of a 
congregation who play an important 
role in the life of the youth.  Mentoring can happen 
through a formal youth program or more casually.  
The most important aspect of mentoring is to live 
out our baptismal commission:  “Let your light so 
shine before others that they may see your good 
works and glorify your father in heaven,” in other 
words, by modeling what it means to be a 
follower of Christ. 
 On Rally Sunday, I reminded members 
of Zion of the importance of modeling 
their faith for the youth of their congrega-
tion.  I emphasized their responsibility to 
welcome youth by loving and caring for 
them. 
 After church a young man came up to 
me and said, “What you said today is 
really true.” 
 “What is that?” I asked. 
 “The importance of adults paying at-
tention to kids” he replied. 
 “What do you mean?” I inquired. 

 “Well, one of the main reasons I’m here is be-
cause of the way a few of the men treated me when 
I was growing up,” he said.  “They talked to me and 
paid attention to me.  I always felt welcome.  Some-
times it didn’t take much.  I can remember a man 
who would just catch my attention during church 
and then wink at me.  That’s all he did—wink at 
me, but it always made me feel good.” 
 That young man is probably forty-ish and has 
children of his own.  He faithfully attends church, 
always speaks to the youth and kids around with 
them, and, if you watch him closely enough, every 
once in a while you’ll catch him winking at one of 
them. 
 I’m certain he is one of those two or three adult 
Christian mentors of vital faith of whom Martinson 

speaks.  As the faith was passed on to 
him, so he is passing it on to others. 
 It’s easy to lament the absence of 
kids in our congregation, but that 
does little to pass on the faith.  In-
stead of lamenting their absence, 
maybe we need to be mindful that 
when they are present we make cer-

tain they feel welcome and valued.  Sometimes all it 
takes is a wink. 
 Thank you to the young man who shared his 
experience with me.  Keep on winking.  Your light 
is brightly shining. 
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I can remember a 
man who would just 
catch my attention 
during church and 
then wink at me.   

 Holidays can be a painful time for some. It may be the first one 
without a loved family member who has recently died; it may be a 
time that has always been difficult.  
 Please join us on Thursday, November 5th at 7:00 P.M. for our 
Service of Remembrance. This will be a service for anybody that is 
grieving or feel just blue. Cindy Shuman, Trinity Regional Grief 
Counselor will be our speaker.  
 The service will be held at Zion Lutheran Church, 1003 Church 
St., Gowrie beginning at 7:00 p.m. Won't you please join us? Every-
one will receive a special Remembrance Candle to light in memory 
of a loved one. Refreshments following served by the Countryside 
Stephen Ministers. Everyone is welcome to attend.  If you have 
questions, call 352-3645. 



Generous giving is perhaps the most basic steward-
ship value.  It is hard to imagine anyone who is seri-
ous about discipleship giving only one or two per-
cent of his or her income to God’s work through the 
church.  (ELCA Lutherans on average give 1.9%)  
It is also hard to imagine a generous giver who isn’t 
serious about discipleship.  Generous giving is an 
indispensable partner of discipleship. 
 
In Luke 12, Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.”  If one’s treasure is 
with Jesus, then one’s heart is going to be there 
also.  And of course the opposite is also true. 
 
Paul writes to the Corinthians, “And God is able to 
provide you with every blessing in abundance, so 
that by always having enough of everything, you 
may share abundantly in every good work” (2 Cor. 
9).  God’s incredible generosity is the basis for any 
call for generous giving on the part of God’s peo-
ple.  We can’t “out-give” God.  As Christians, one 
of our key faith statements must be that we will al-
ways have enough, because God provides us with 
all we need.  Because God has blessed us so gener-
ously, we can, and must give generously to others, 
especially to those in need. 
 
An incredible story of generous giving is found in 2 
Corinthians 8.  Paul is appealing to the Corinthians’ 
generosity, and he holds up for them the example of 
the Macedonian Christians.  He writes, “We want 
you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of 
God that has been granted to the churches of Mace-
donia; for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their 
abundant joy and their extreme poverty have over-

flowed in a 
wealth of gener-
osity on their 
part.” 
 
Our ELCA level 
of giving has se-
rious ramifica-
tions for the 
work that con-
gregations, syn-

ods and the ELCA Churchwide can do in mission 
and ministry.  More importantly, it frightening to 
think about what this level of giving says about the 
state of discipleship for the many members of the 
ELCA who give at this level and below.  If one’s 
faith is supposed to yield some signs of its health, 
then we must wonder about the spiritual health of 
those who are giving at this level. 
 
First-fruits giving is another kind of stewardship 
value.  This is easy to understand.  Giving first 
means giving to God first and living off the rest.  
The opposite, of course, is to take care of the needs 
and wants of this life first, and give God the left-
overs.  Deuteronomy say this: “When you have 
come into the land that the Lord your God is giving 
you as an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, 
and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all 
the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the 
land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you 
shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the 
Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his 
name.” 
 
Giving first means that when we receive income, 
the first check we write is to the church.  Before we 
pay our bills, before we head for the grocery store, 
we write our check to our church.  This way, we 
will be certain to give God first and live on the rest, 
rather than meeting our wants and needs first and 
giving God the leftovers. 
 
In the modern world, giving first is an absolutely 
essential key to giving generously.  We live in a 
world in which advertising is very adept at turning 
wants into needs.  Daily we are bombarded with 
thousands of messages telling us that we will be 
happier if only we purchase this product or that.  
These messages are very sophisticated, and they 
work.  If you don’t give to God first, you will short-
change God every time.  You will use your money 
in pursuit of this dream or that dream, and God will 
get what is left (if anything). 
 
If you are going to give generously, you need to 
give first!  You will be blessed. 

Discipleship Leads to GENEROUS  
and FIRST-FRUITS Giving 
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 October is National Disability 
Employment Awareness Month. 
This is a month to celebrate and 
recognize the contributions and 
skills millions of Americans with 
disabilities bring to workplaces 
throughout our nation. 
 Lutheran Services in Iowa’s 
services for people with disabilities 
(SFPD) program empowers per-
sons with disabilities to build the 
skills they need to become active 
participants of communities in 
Iowa, including the workforce. 
SFPD’s supported community liv-

ing program is a goal-oriented ser-
vice that assists individuals through 
one-on-one interaction with life 
skills such as money management, 
cooking, personal hygiene, sociali-
zation and communication, safety 
and more.  It is through the focus 
on abilities that LSI helps those 
with disabilities accomplish their 
goals and have positive impact on 
their community. 
 Visit www.lsitips.com to read 
more about how you can help pro-
vide independence for a friend or 
loved one with a disability. 

 Getting back together in Sep-
tember was a lot of  fun!  We 
caught up on our summer activi-
ties and started working on saving 
our memories in albums.  Pearl 
Ven Huizen joined us and started 
tackling her many boxes of pic-
tures and newspaper articles.  She 
said the task seemed overwhelm-
ing but was glad Colleen talked 
her into coming.  Travis Ness 
stopped in to talk to Cheryl and 
decided he would join us starting 
in October.  Scrapbooking is so 

much more fun when doing it 
with friends. 
 October’s meeting date is 
Saturday the 17th, beginning at 
9:00 a.m. at Zion.  Everyone who 
is interested in saving photos, 
newspaper articles and memora-
bilia for future generations is wel-
come to come.  Why not make a 
scrapbook for a friend or loved 
one?  Not sure where to start? 
Call a member of the club and we 
will be glad to help you get 
started.   
 If you have questions about 
our club, please call the church 
office.  Nothing will be sold at 
this event so bring your own sup-
plies.  You will need to bring your 
own lunch and beverage.  Please 
call the Countryside Office (352-
3645) if you plan to attend. 
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Want a great idea for a Sunday 
afternoon?  Join us for the annual 
Webster County CROP Hunger 
Walk.  The Walk will be held on 
Sunday, October 4.  Registration 
will be from 12:30 – 1:30 p.m. at 
Reynolds Park.  The walk will start 
at 1:30 p.m. 

This year CROP Hunger Walks 
will share more than $3.7 million 
with nearly 4,000 food banks, pan-
tries, community gardens, and other 
local efforts nationwide.  This sup-
port is made possible when local 
CROP Hunger Walks choose our 
unique option of returning up to 25 
percent of what their CROP Walk 
raises to hunger-fighting programs 
in their own community. 

CROP Hunger Walk helps sup-
port the overall ministry of Church 
World Service, especially the grass-
roots, hunger-fighting development 
efforts of partner agencies in more 
than 80 countries.  CROP Hunger 
Walk helps provide tools of hope 
that empower people to meet their 
own needs.  From seeds and tools to 
wells and water systems, to nutri-
tion-enhancing Moringa trees, to 
technical training and micro-
enterprise loans, the key is people 
working together to identify their 
strengths, needs and development 
priorities. 

Join us for a great opportunity 
to meet people who are committed 
to touching the lives of others in the 
name of Jesus.  Enjoy a pleasant 
stroll and make a difference in feed-
ing hungry people.  What a wonder-
ful way to spend an afternoon! 

If you would like to join our 
group please contact Countryside 
Ministry office. 

Remember:  The Alzheimer’s Support 
Group meets on the last Wednesday of 
each month at the Gowrie Senior Suites 

beginning at 1:00 p.m.  October’s meeting 
will be on the 28th. 
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congregation and community 
watching their every move. They are 
expected to have ideal families, to be 
perfect people, to always be 
available, to never be down and to 
have all the answers we need to keep 
our own lives stable and moving 
forward.  Those are unrealistic 
expectations to place on anyone, yet 
most of us are disappointed when a 
pastor becomes overwhelmed, seems 
depressed, lets us down or completely 
burns out. 
 That's why God has instructed us 
to recognize His servants. 
 
"The elders who direct the affairs of 
the church well are worthy of double 
honor, especially those whose work is 
preaching and teaching" (1 Timothy 
5:17). 
 
 The good news is that we can 
make a difference!  Clergy 
Appreciation Month is one way we 
can counter the negative erosion in 
the lives of our spiritual leaders with 
the positive affirmation they need. 
 
What can we do? 
There are two ways to help your 
pastors and their families feel 
appreciated: 
� Figure out what you can do 

personally to recognize and honor 
these leaders.  A simple card, an 
invitation to lunch, a promise to 
pray for them or an offer to babysit, 
wash a car or mow a lawn make 
wonderful statements. 

� Share the concept of CAM with 
others in your congregation and 
challenge them to join you in some 
kind of formal planning.  You might 
consider a special service of 
affirmation, a potluck event or 
planting a tree in their honor.  The 
sky is the limit! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Clergy Appreciation 
 

 For the past several months we 
have been holding a Church Family 
Social Night on the 4th Sunday of 
the month.   So far, we have played 
volleyball, baseball, ladder ball, 
board games at Zion, and miniature 
golf in Fort Dodge.  In September 
we spent an afternoon at Dolliver 
Park.  A very popular feature has 
been that we always share a meal.  
 Our October social night is 
Sunday, October 25.  We are plan-
ning to have a hay ride starting in 
the afternoon (watch your bulletin 

for time) and then return to Zion for 
Halloween type games and chili. 
(We will also have some chicken 
noodle soup for those who do not 
like chili.) Each family should bring 
their own table service and some-
thing to share that goes with chili.   
 In November we are planning 
games and pizza at Zion (unless we 
get a better suggestion).  We will 
take December off and in January 
we are planning skating at the Gow-
rie skating rink.  Everyone is wel-
come to join us!!! 

Pictures from Family Social Night held in August. 
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 We have a very small group 
of faithful people who continue to 
support our ministry with the 
Church of the Damascus Road.  
There is always room for more 
faithful people to join us and 
make a difference to someone 
who has made a terrible mistake 
in his life.  We need people who 
are willing to join the Country-
side Ministry’s Prison Ministry.   
 October’s visit will be on the 
14th.  We leave from Zion at 5:30 
p.m. but will make arrangements 
to pick people up in Moorland or 
Harcourt or meet them in the 
prison parking lot. 
 Anyone wishing to be included 
in this outreach ministry please 
call the Countryside Ministry of-
fice by the Thursday prior to the 
visit to reserve a spot. 

recommendation to dissolve the 
corporat ion of Countryside 
Ministry.  Following discussion, the 
Executive Committee unanimously 
agreed to recommend Countryside 
Ministry Corporation’s dissolution 
effective January 31, 2010. 
 S teve  Ju l ius  p resen ted 
Calvary’s position regarding the 
discontinuation of worship in their 
building effective April 18, 2010.  
Due to many factors, they will be 
meeting two times a month in 
homes, have Lent and Easter in the 
church building and then 2 weeks 
after Easter they will hold a closing 
worship service.  The building will 
then be vacated and taken down. 
They are working to support those 
members in the various nursing 
homes.  Calvary still wants to be 
part of the Countryside Ministry 
with Pastor Jim continuing to 
moderate the session. 
 Pastor Jim spoke to the effect 
this will have on Countryside 
Ministry.  He presented two 
h a n d o u t s  o u t l i n i n g  t h e 
recommendation, rationale, possible 
concerns and the actions required to 
execute the recommendation. 

 The recommendation includes 
development of an annual contract 
for services from Zion by each of 
the other churches involved.  The 
core services would not change in 
2010 and the preaching rotation 
would remain the same.  Church 
contributions will remain the same 
for  2010.   The f inancia l 
contributions would be revisited 
during 2010. 
 A  d i scuss ion  fo l l owed 
regarding legal aspects of dissolving 
the corporation.  Pastor Jim will 
contact the Secretary of State 
regarding the proper procedure and 
time line. 
 Jim W. Carlson moved, 
seconded by Roberta Clausen, that 
the recommendation from the 
Countryside Ministry Council be 
presented to each individual church 
council and congregation for 
review.  Motion passed. 
 The next meeting will be 
October 6, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. 
 The meet ing ad journed 
followed by all reciting the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

Yours in Christ, 
Dorothy Nahnsen,  
Council Secretary 

(Continued from page 1) 

Countryside Council 

 Ever wonder what would happen if we treated our 
Bible the same way we treat our cell phone? 

†� What if we carried it around in our purses 
or pockets? 

†� What if we flipped through it several times 
a day? 

†� What if we turned back to go get it if we 
forgot it? 

†� What if we used it to receive messages 
from the text? 

†� What if we treated it like we couldn’t live 
without it? 

†� What if we gave it to kids as gifts? 

†� What if we used it when we traveled? 
†� What if we used it in case of emergency? 
†�  

 Th is  i s  someth ing to  make yo u 
think….hmm….where is my Bible? 

 Oh, and one more 
thing:  —Unlike our 
cell phone, we don’t 
have to worry about 
our Bible being dis-
connected because Je-
sus already paid the 
bill! 
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Countryside Worship Times 
Calvary, Barnum ................................................ 10:30 a.m. 
Faith, Harcourt ..................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
Fulton, Roelyn ..................................................... 9:15 a.m. 
Trinity, Boxholm ............................................... 10:30 a.m. 
UCC/Cong., Moorland ......................................... 8:00 a.m. 
Zion, Gowrie (Summer hours) ............................. 9:30 a.m. 
  also, 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 5:00 p.m. 
FUSION ........................................ Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. 
  at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie 

 

Countryside Phone Numbers: 
Countryside Ministry Office ................................. 352-3645 
Rev. Jim Davis  Office ................................. 352-3932 
 Home ................................. 352-5261 
Rod Meyer  Office ................................. 846-6277 
 Home ................................. 354-5224 
Rev. Wahlgren Office ................................. 352-3645 
 Home ................................. 352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist, Office ................................. 352-3612 
Stephen Ministry Home ................................. 352-3798 
 
Countryside E-mail Addresses: 
Countryside Office: ziongowr@wccta.net 
Rev. Jim Davis: elca506@wccta.net 
Rod Meyer: rodmeyer@lvcta.com 
Cindy Youngquist: stephencoop@hotmail.com 
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REMINDER:  Countryside 
Council Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, October 6, beginning at 
7:00 p.m. at Zion. 


