
 The Countryside Ministry 
Council met on October 6, 2009 
at 7:00PM at Zion Lutheran 
Church in Gowrie. 
 
 Members present were:  
Marie Bengston, Jim W. Carlson, 
Roberta Clausen, Loretta Daisy, 
Steve Julius, Greg Moe, Dorothy 
Nahnsen, Joan Peterson, Joyce 
Silvey, Richard Silvey, Bruce 
Towne, Amy Walrod and Pastor 
Jim. 
 
 The meeting opened with 

prayer.   
 
 The minutes of the last 
meeting were read and approved. 
 
 Pastor Jim opened the 
discussion by reading the 
Dissolution of Countryside 
Ministry.  Several questions were 
asked and discussed.  Pastor Jim 
reported on the excess moneys 
that have accumulated over the 
past six years.  He also reported 
that changes will be made 
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Calvary, Barnum; Faith, Harcourt; Fulton, Roelyn; Trinity, Boxholm; UCC/Congregational, Moorland; Zion, Gowrie 

Countryside Ministry 
Council 

 
Marie Bengston ------------ Trinity 
Jim W. Carlson ---------------Zion 
Roberta Clausen ----------- Trinity 
Loretta Daisy --------------- Fulton 
Steve Julius ---------------- Calvary 
Greg Moe ------------------- Fulton 
Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith 
Joan Peterson ----------------- Faith 
Joyce Silvey ---------- UCC/Cong. 
Richard Silvey ------- UCC/Cong. 
Bruce Towne ------------------Zion 
Amy Walrod -------------- Calvary 
 
 
 

Countryside Ministry 
Executive Committee 

 
Loretta Daisy ----------- President 
Jim Carlson ------- Vice-president 
Dorothy Nahnsen ------ Secretary 
Sandy Thoma ---------- Treasurer 
Rev. Jim Davis -------------------- 
 ------------ Administrative Pastor 

NEED A VISIT? 
 If you or anyone you know 
could use a pastoral visit, please 

contact the 
C o u n t r y -
side office 
at 352-3645 
so a visit 
can be 
scheduled. 
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A Message from  
Pastor Jim 
 
 A couple of weeks ago 
Emma, our second child, was 
chosen as homecoming queen.  
While homecoming, with all its 
pageantry, has 
never been very 
important to me, I 
have to admit it 
was quite a thrill.  
Travis Ness, one 
of Emma’s closest 
f r i ends ,  was 
chosen as king.  I was excited for 
both of them.  They are 

wonderful kids, both good 
students who are involved in 
many extracurricular activities, 
including church.  They are also 
open and accepting to almost 
anyone. 
 The most rewarding part of 

homecoming for 
me,  however , 
happened after the 
parade, game and 
dance were over.  
A few days after 
homecoming, Tami 
told me she had 

some pictures she wanted me to 
(Continued on page 3) 

Whoever wishes to 
become great 

among you must 
be your servant. 

Mark 10:43 
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 The first food and drink consumed on the moon 
was the reserved sacrament of communion.  At first, it 
was kept secret.  To mark the 40th  anniversary of the 
first Apollo moon landing, Bosco Peters has posted 
the details of this Christian act of worship 235,000 
miles from the earth.  The First Communion on the 
Moon is now one of The Episcopal Church's “lesser 
feasts and fasts,” he writes. 
 
 On Sunday July 20, 1969, mankind landed on the 
moon for the first time.  Neil Armstrong and Buzz 
Aldrin were in the lunar lander which touched down at 
3:17 Eastern Standard Time.  Buzz Aldrin had with 
him the Reserved Sacrament.  He radioed:  “Houston, 
this is Eagle. This is the LM pilot speaking.  I would 
like to request a few moments of silence.  I would like 
to invite each person listening in, whoever or wher-
ever he may be, to contemplate for a moment the 
events of the last few hours, and to give thanks in his 
own individual way.” 
 
 Later he wrote:  “In the radio blackout, I opened 
the little plastic packages which contained the bread 
and the wine.  I poured the wine into the chalice our 
church had given me.  In the one-sixth gravity of  the 
moon, the wine slowly curled and gracefully came up 
the side of the cup. 
 Then I read the Scripture, ‘I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  Whosoever abides in me will bring forth 
much fruit.’  I had intended to read my communion 
passage back to earth, but at the last minute Deke 
Slayton had requested that I not do this.   NASA was 
already embroiled in a legal battle with Madelyn 
Murray O'Hare, the celebrated opponent of religion, 
over the Apollo 8 crew reading from Genesis while 
orbiting the moon at Christmas.  I agreed reluctantly. 
Eagle’s metal body creaked.  I ate the tiny Host and 

swallowed the wine.  I gave thanks for the intelligence 
and spirit that had brought two young pilots to the Sea 
of Tranquility.  It was interesting for me to think, ‘the 
very first liquid ever poured on the moon, and the very 
first food eaten there, were the communion ele-
ments.’” 
 
 NASA kept this secret for two decades.  The 
memoirs of Buzz Aldrin and the Tom Hanks Emmy-
winning HBO mini-series, From the Earth to the 
Moon (1998), made people aware of this act of Chris-
tian worship 235,000 miles from Earth. 
 
————————— 
I didn’t know this.  It was sent to me the other day, so 
I wanted to share it with you.  What a wonderful mes-
sage, that the first men on the moon honored the Lord 
who made this possible! 
 
 Please join the Stephen Ministers the evening of 
November 5th at 7:00 p.m. for a Service of Remem-
brance.  Holidays can be a painful time for some.  It 
may be the first one without a loved family member 
who has recently died; or it may be a time that has al-
ways been difficult for you.  Please come this evening 
for this special service.  Cindy Shuman, the grief coor-
dinator for Trinity Regional Hospital, will be our 
speaker.  Refreshments will be provided by the 
Stephen Ministers of the area.  
 
 If you have any questions feel free to call the 
church office or the local Stephen Ministry Coordina-
tor.  

Cindy Youngquist,  
Countryside Ministries Stephen Ministry Leader 

 
~ "Bear one another's burdens...and so fulfill the law 
of Christ." GALATIANS 6:2  

Communion….. 
 235,000 miles from earth 



see.  Most of them were 
of Emma, Travis and a 
variety of people who 
wanted to pose with the 
king and queen, but 

those were not the ones Tami wanted me to see.  At 
the bottom of the stack of pictures was one of 
Emma wearing her crown while she was picking up 
garbage after the football game. 
 If pride really does go before a fall, I was in 
danger of tumbling into a bottomless abyss.  My 
children give us a great many reasons to be proud, 
but to see our daughter, Queen Emma, picking up 
trash after the game, deeply moved me.  It was hard 
for me to imagine a homecoming queen picking up 
litter, but such is Emma’s nature. 
 I was immediately reminded of our Lord’s call 
to service.  In the gospel of Mark, Jesus says:  “ . . . 
[W]hoever wishes to become great among you must 
be your servant, 44and whoever wishes to be first 
among you must be slave of all. 45For the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many.”  (Mark 10:43-45)  It 
is a powerful reminder that, like our Lord, we are 
called to be servants. 
 Emma, wearing her crown while picking up 
trash, is a powerful image of the servants that Jesus 

calls each of 
us to be. 
 While I 
know that 
Tami and I 
have had 
some small 
role to play 
in who she is 
becoming, I 
am also 
grateful for 
all of you 
who have 
modeled a 
l i f e  o f 
service for her.  There are many of you, members of 
our congregations, who through your faithful 
service inspire her to use her gifts in service of 
others.  While she has no idea of what the future 
holds for her, she feels drawn into a life of service.  
 I am grateful for the opportunity to be 
surrounded by people who are committed to living 
as the servants Jesus has called us to be.  Your 
examples of service fill me with gratitude and 
inspire me to even greater service in our Lord’s 
name. 
 May God bless each of you as you serve others 
in his name. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Pastor’s Message 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following Thanksgiving Eve services will be 
held in the Countryside Ministry: 
 
Zion & United Methodist Church Gowrie at the 
United Methodist Church, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Calvary, UCC, & Fulton at Fulton 7:00 p.m. 
 
Trinity & Faith at Faith, Harcourt 7:30 p.m. 
(refreshments following) 
 
Please attend the service of your choice. 

REMEMBER:  Set your clocks 
back on October 31, 2009, as 
daylight savings time ends at 
2:00 a.m. on November 1, 2009. 
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 The following resolution was unanimously 
adopted by the Countryside Ministry council on Octo-
ber 6. 
 Congregations of Countryside Ministry will have 
the opportunity to contract for services from Zion, 
which was the original arrangement between Zion and 
Faith.  Assuming congregations contract for services 
from Zion, there will be no noticeable change in the 
ministry we have shared. 
 If you have questions regarding this change, you 
are always welcome to contact me. 

—Pastor Jim 
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WHEREAS Countryside Ministry was created to meet 
the leadership and programming needs of area congre-
gations for Christian mission and ministry; and 
 
WHEREAS, the closing of Calvary Presbyterian 
Church’s building on April 18 and the transformation 
of Calvary Presbyterian Church into a home church 
would necessitate a significant change in the form and 
structure of Countryside Ministry; and 
 
WHEREAS the current corporate structure of Country-
side Ministry would encumber response to this change 

and future changes among the participating congrega-
tions; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED that the corporation entitled Countryside 
Ministry be dissolved, effective February 28, 2010; 
and be it further 
 
RESOLVED that any assets remaining at that time be 
distributed to the congregations of Countryside Minis-
try based on the percentage of the total budget that 
each contributed in fiscal 2009; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED that the congregations involved continue 
to pray for each other and to seek ways in which they 
can encourage and support each other in the mission 
and ministry to which each has been called. 
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Fulton Lutheran Church’s  
Annual Fall Bazaar & Bake Sale 

 
Saturday, November 7, 2009 

9:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
 

Luncheon served  
(10:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m.) 

Carry-out available 
 

Crafts, Baked goods, Elephant table. 
 

Something for everyone! 
 

Matching funds by Thrivent 

HAVE YOU 
SEEN GOD 
LATELY? 
TELL ME 

ABOUT IT! 



Scripture calls us to proportional giving.  The lan-
guage is always, “Give in proportion to the bless-
ings you have received.”  Those who have much 
wealth are expected to give proportionately.  Those 
who have little wealth are also expected to give pro-
portionately. 
 
A touching example of proportional giving is found 
in Mark 12:41-44:  “[Jesus] sat down opposite the 
treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into 
the treasury.  Many rich people put in large sums.  
A poor widow came and put in two small copper 
coins, which are worth a penny.  Then he called his 
disciples and said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, this 
poor widow has put in more than all those who are 
contributing to the treasury.  For all of them have 
contributed out of their abundance; but she out of 
her poverty has put in everything she had, all she 
had to live on.’” 
 
In terms of actual dollars, the widow’s penny is 
nothing compared to the large sums being put in the 
offering by the rich.  But in terms of percentage giv-
ing, the offering of the poor widow dramatically 
exceeded the larger sums of the rich. 
 
Proportional giving is a two-edged sword.  For 
those who don’t have large financial resources, pro-
portional giving is a word of great comfort.  Such 
people can know that in God’s eyes their “small” 
gift is not small at all, but incredibly generous.  For 

t h o s e 
w h o 
h a v e 
greater 
f i n a n -
cial re-
sources, 
propor-
t i o n a l 
g i v i n g 
c a l l s 
them to 
account 
if their 

gift is larger in dollars but still quite small in per-
centage. 
 
It is important to stress proportional giving.  Doing 
so is a guard against ever saying unintentionally 
that someone who can only give today’s equivalent 
of a penny is an insignificant giver.  Jesus singled 
such a giver out for praise.  We should do the same.  
For a poor widow, the gift of $5.00 involves a much 
greater sacrifice than that experienced by a million-
aire who gives $50,000. 
 
Cheerful giving is certainly a stewardship value.  
The clue to being a cheerful giver is found in the 
words that surround Paul’s statement that God loves 
a cheerful giver:  “The point is this: the one who 
sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one 
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  
Each of you must give as you have made up your 
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to provide 
you with every blessing in abundance, so that by 
always having enough of everything, you may share 
abundantly in every good work (2 Cor 9:6-8).” 
 
In the words that surround Paul’s appeal for cheer-
ful giving, he talks about generous, intentional and 
regular giving.  The key to being a cheerful giver is 
to practice the other stewardship values.  If these 
other stewardship values characterize your giving, 
you will be cheerful in your giving.  If they don’t, 
you won’t.  It is that simple. 
 
Discipleship as a follower of Jesus is doing ministry 
in the kingdom of God.  A major part of that minis-
try is being a good steward of the material bless-
ings, our money and possessions, which God has 
entrusted to us.  How we carry out our stewardship 
depends on how well we act on the values of inten-
tional giving, regular giving, generous giving, first-
fruits giving, proportional giving, and cheerful giv-
ing.  Discipleship is trusting in God and doing what 
we are called to do.  Life is good.  You will be 
blessed. 
 

Discipleship Leads to PROPORTIONAL 
and CHEERFUL Giving 
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During November, we celebrate 
National Family Caregivers Month. 
Caregivers may call themselves 
husband, wife, parent, son or 
daughter, but no matter what their 
title they play an important role in 
caring for loved ones who need 
their assistance. While this care is 
given freely and lovingly, it can be 
stressful at times. 
 
At Lutheran Services in Iowa, we 
celebrate family caregivers in com-
munities throughout Iowa and offer 
programs that assist them as they 
take on this vital role.  LSI’s home 
health care programs provide im-

portant services to families, includ-
ing home visits by skilled nurses, 
homemaker services to assist with 
light housework, and respite ser-
vices for those caring for a family 
member with a physical or mental 
disability.  At LSI, we understand 
the difficulties and benefits of car-
ing for a loved one.  That is why 
we are here to support this impor-
tant group of people who take on 
these rewarding responsibilities. 
 
To read helpful tips from LSI pro-
fessionals about caring for loved 
ones and other helpful family sug-
gestions, go to www.lsitips.com.  

 Please join us in November 
to scrapbook!!!  We will be 
meeting on the 21st unless the 
Prairie Valley football team is 
playing in the  ‘Dome’.  In that 
case we will cancel in November.  
 We have so much fun each 
month going through memora-
bilia, newspaper articles and pho-
tos.  Some of us are working on 
current pictures and others are 
working on older photos.  Each 

one has a story to tell and it’s a lot 
of fun sharing what we are doing 
with each other.  If you have your 
photos sitting in a box in the back 
of your closet or under your bed, 
why not dig them out and join us?  
You could make a scrapbook for a 
friend or loved one.  Not sure 
where to start?  Call a member of 
the club and we will be glad to 
help you get started.   
 If you have questions about 
our club, please call the church 
office.  Nothing will be sold at 
this event so bring your own sup-
plies.  You will need to bring your 
own lunch and beverage.  Please 
call the Countryside Office (352-
3645) if you plan to attend. 
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 National Bible Week is Novem-
ber 22-29, 2009.  The National Bi-
ble Association’s signature event is 
celebrated the week of Thanksgiv-
ing every year since 1941.  Gover-
nors and mayors from across the 
country proclaim National Bible 

Week in 
t h e i r 
states and 
t o w n s . 
Congres-
sional co-
c h a i r s 

from the House and Senate enter 
National Bible Week statements 
into the Congressional Record, and 
every US President since Franklin 
D. Roosevelt has issued a National 
Bible Week Message. 

Bookstores, service clubs, civic 
groups, and local congregations 
participate in and promote National 
Bible Week using materials pro-
vided by the National Bible Asso-
ciation.  Designed to raised the na-
tion’s interest in the value and im-
portance of reading the Bible, it is 
the perfect kick-off to the religious 
holiday season.  Since 1951, this 
special week has been chaired by a 
well-respected national leader act-
ing out of personal conviction of 
the importance of the Bible. 

Remember:  The Alzheimer’s Support 
Group meets on the last Wednesday of 
each month at the Gowrie Senior Suites 

beginning at 1:00 p.m.  November’s meet-
ing will be on the 25th. 
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 We have a very small group 
of faithful people who continue 
to support our ministry with the 
Church of the Damascus Road.  
There is always room for more 
faithful people to join us. WHAT 
ABOUT YOU!  You could make 
a difference to someone who has 
made a terrible mistake in his 
life.  We need people who are 
willing to join the Countryside 
Ministry’s Prison Ministry.   
 November’s visit will be on 
the 11th.  We leave from Zion at 
5:30 p.m. but will make arrange-
ments to pick people up in Moor-
land or Harcourt or meet them in 
the prison parking lot. 

 Every-
one who is 
a l r e a d y 
coming to 
C h u r c h 
F a m i l y 
S o c i a l 
Night is 

having a lot of fun and would like 
YOU to have fun with them.  We 
are inviting all Countryside Church 
members of all ages to join us on 
November 22. We are planning all 
sorts of games and pizza at Zion.   
 We will be taking December 
off and in January we are planning 
skating at the Gowrie skating rink 
on the last Sunday, January 31. (No 
you don’t have to skate to join us.) 
Everyone is welcome to join us!!! 
 

A Thanksgiving Prayer for Our 
Church Family 

 
We are a Church family. 

For one another, 
we are love and trial, 
strength and trouble. 
Even when far apart, 

we belong to one another and, 
in various ways, 

we remember and pray  
for one another. 

We join now to give thanks  
to our God 

and to ask God’s blessing  
on this church family, 

those who are present and those 
who are not here. 

We ask this through  
Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

God of the ages, 
We thank You for 
all who have 
served in the armed 
forces of this coun-
try. 
We thank You for 
the freedom their 
sacrifice has 
earned and guarded for us. Help us 
to prize this freedom and use it 
well.  
We ask You to bless all living veter-
ans in a special way today, as well 
as the families of all veterans. 
Comfort those who grieve for those 
who gave the last full measure of 
devotion. 
Strengthen those who bear physi-
cal, emotional, and spiritual 

wounds. 
Stand with those 
who provide care to 
them.  
Move us to reach 
out to sisters and 
brothers who are 
veterans, or rela-
tives of veterans, or 

who currently serve in the military.  
We pray for the day when no one 
needs to serve in the military.  In 
anticipation of that day, help us to 
live now as people who long for 
peace, who pray for peace, and who 
seek to be peacemakers in this 
world. 
 We pray in Jesus' name. Amen. 
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regarding the future of Fusion 
and the meeting location. 
 
 The fiscal year will end on 
January 31, 2010 and the books 
will be closed on February 28, 
2010.   
 
 A motion was made by 
Dorothy Nahnsen and seconded 
by Richard Silvey to adopt the 
resolution for the Dissolution of 
Countryside Ministry as written.  
Motion carried. 
 
 The next meeting will be 
November 17, 2009 at 7:00PM. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Dorothy  Nahnsen,  
Council Secretary 

(Continued from page 1) 

Council Minutes 
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Countryside Worship Times 
Calvary, Barnum ................................................ 10:30 a.m. 
Faith, Harcourt ..................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
Fulton, Roelyn ..................................................... 9:15 a.m. 
Trinity, Boxholm ............................................... 10:30 a.m. 
UCC/Cong., Moorland ......................................... 8:00 a.m. 
Zion, Gowrie (Summer hours) ............................. 9:30 a.m. 
  also, 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 5:00 p.m. 
FUSION ........................................ Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. 
  at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie 

 

Countryside Phone Numbers: 
Countryside Ministry Office ................................. 352-3645 
Rev. Jim Davis  Office ................................. 352-3932 
 Home ................................. 352-5261 
Rod Meyer  Office ................................. 846-6277 
 Home ................................. 354-5224 
Rev. Wahlgren Office ................................. 352-3645 
 Home ................................. 352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist, Office ................................. 352-3612 
Stephen Ministry Home ................................. 352-3798 
 
Countryside E-mail Addresses: 
Countryside Office: ziongowr@wccta.net 
Rev. Jim Davis: elca506@wccta.net 
Rod Meyer: rodmeyer@lvcta.com 
Cindy Youngquist: stephencoop@hotmail.com 
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 Holidays can be a painful time for some. It may 
be the first one without a loved family member 
who has recently died; it may be a time that has 
always been difficult.  
 Please join us on Thursday, November 5th at 
7:00 p.m. for our Service of Remembrance. This 
will be a service for anybody who is grieving or 
just feeling blue. Cindy Shuman, Trinity Regional 
Grief Counselor will be our speaker.  
 The service will be held at Zion Lutheran 
Church, 1003 Church St., Gowrie, beginning at 
7:00 p.m. Won't you please join us?  Everyone will 
receive a special Remembrance Candle to light in 
memory of a loved one.  Refreshments following 
served by the Countryside Stephen Ministers.  Eve-
ryone is welcome to attend.  If you have questions, 
call 352-3645. 


