
 The FUSION Team, together 
with the Prairie Valley School 
and Security Savings Bank, are 
once again sponsoring Operation 
Angel Tree as part of their 
outreach ministry.  Starting the 
week of November 23rd through 
the 11th of December there will 
be Angel Trees at Security 
Savings bank in Gowrie and 

Farnhamville. 
 You can stop 
at either location, 
take an angel off 
the tree, shop for 
the child, and 
return the gift 

unwrapped to the place you 
picked it up or drop the gift off at 
the Zion Lutheran Church office.  
The FUSION Team will pick up 
the gifts on the 11th and wrap 
them.  Prairie Valley School will 
see that they are delivered to the 
angels. 
 If you do not care to shop for 
an angel, monetary donations 
will be accepted and the 
Countryside Youth will do the 
shopping for you.  You can leave 
the money at either bank or at the 
Zion Lutheran Church Office. 
 Please help us make it a very 
merry Christmas for these angels. 
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NEED A VISIT? 
 If you or anyone you know 
could use a pastoral visit, please 

contact the 
C o u n t r y -
side office 
at 352-3645 
so a visit 
can be 
scheduled. 

OPERATION ANGEL TREE��

A Message from Pastor Jim— 
 
 I opened my email Monday 
morning and was greeted with 
sobering news regarding staff 
reductions in the ELCA. 
 The first item was from Jean 
Wah ls t rom and  Marv in 
Kananen.  Jean and Marv have 
worked in the mission field in 
Tanzania for the past ten years.  
Jean is the Mentor of Christian 
Education at the Maasai Girls 
Lutheran Secondary School and 
Marv works with English 
teachers in the Arusha diocese.  

We have provided mission 
support for them during their 
time in Tanzania.   
 I was sad when I read that 
Jean and Marv’s service will be 
prematurely terminated due to 
reduced mission support to the 
ELCA.  They have done a 
wonderful job setting up 
educational programs that 
benefit not only the girls and 
women who are enrolled, but 
will eventually benefit the entire 
Tanzan ian  soc ie t y  and , 
hopefully, global community.  I 

(Continued on page 3) 
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 The Holidays are quickly approaching and I find it 
so hard to believe….where has this year gone?  The 
holidays made me think about gifts.  I visit many nurs-
ing homes, care centers, retirement villages and the 
homebound and I know how hard it is to find that per-
fect gift for our loved one.  We don’t want to give 
“stuff”’ where there is no place to show it off or to 
store it; in that case, a gift that is instantly useful might 
be better.  Here are a few ideas that might be helpful to 
consider. 
 

Photos:  always are welcome, but for those living in a 
small area it is often hard to find a good display area. 
Consider putting the photos together in a montage 
framed for a wall or in a small album that can be car-
ried in a pocket or purse to show off to friends. 
 

Clothing:  It’s always a treat to get a nice sweater or 
jacket but remember to watch for zippers and hard-to-
use buttons.  Velcro is a great way to go.  Gift certifi-
cates make the gift even better, but sometimes it is 
hard for the loved one to get out to redeem it so you 
might offer to take them to the store to help them buy 
that item themselves.  
 

Sports Fan:  Treat the person to a couple of tickets to 
a game for their favorite team, again offering to take 
them to the event.  Afternoon games are probably best.  
 

Sweet Tooth: Remember to check first about the 
health of the recipient; if they are on a sugar restriction 

or special diet, there are many things on the market 
nowadays that can make it safe.  
 

Newspapers, magazines, books:  On a limited in-
come it is hard to keep up with subscriptions, so buy-
ing one might be a fun gift.  If you are not certain 
whether or not your loved one will enjoy the publica-
tion, try just an issue or two to see if it is something 
your loved one will enjoy before buying a whole year.  
When picking out a book consider those with large 
print 
 

Magnifying Devices: These are handy and come in 
many sizes and strengths.  Some are sized to fit a 
whole page.  This can help with a telephone book, a 
medicine bottle or reading that favorite magazine.  
 

Games:  Jigsaw puzzles seem to be a favorite since 
they can be left out and something worked on as time 
permits.  Playing cards can be a good choice, and to go 
along with them, a card shuffler might be just the 
thing. You might also consider games like Monopoly, 
dominos, and chess.  
 

Stamps, postcards, greeting cards, note paper:  
These are welcome gifts as everyone likes to keep in 
touch and remember friends with cards on their birth-
days and during the holidays.  
 

Lotions, colognes and perfumes:  Be sensitive to the 
person’s allergies or feelings about some fragrances as 
sometimes they might bother them, but generally, 
some powder or room spray or lotion can be a very 
handy gift to give.  
 

Cindy Youngquist,  
Countryside Ministries Stephen Ministry Leader 

 
~ "Bear one another's burdens...and so fulfill the law 
of Christ." GALATIANS 6:2  

Holiday gift ideas…. 



hope the work they have 
begun will be able 
continue without their 
presence. 
 A number of items 

down the list in my inbox was an 
email from Sandra LaBlanc (Sandra 
is the daughter of Corliss Schill of 
Zion).  Sandra was informing friends 
that her position as ELCA Director 
for Rural and Small Town Ministry 
was eliminated due to reduced 
mission support to the ELCA.  Her 
last day in the office will be 
November 13. 
 Sandra has worked tirelessly on behalf of the 
members of rural and small town congregations in 
the ELCA for the past 10 years.  She has been our 
voice in Chicago, Washington D.C., Des Moines, 
throughout our nation and around the world.  She 
has never ceased to lift up the value of rural and 
small town ministry and to remind others of the 
large number of congregations in the ELCA that are 
rural and small town.  She has also been a prophetic 
voice in working for justice issues related to rural 
and small town ministry.  Our voices will be 
diminished because of the loss of her position. 
 While I am sad because of the loss of these 
positions and the ministry that happened through 
them, I am not surprised.  Many who disagreed with 
the ELCA’s statement on sexuality and the changes 
in policy that were adopted at the 2009 Churchwide 
Assembly had warned that they would either leave 
the church or withhold mission support in response 
to those changes.  They have been true to their word 
and I am afraid we are just beginning to see the 
fallout of their withholding.  It is regrettable that 
their actions will jeopardize some of the most 
important of our ministries.  Ministries that took 
years to build may be destroyed in a matter of 
months. 
 The ELCA will survive this time of trial and 
testing, but our mission and ministries may be 
severely compromised.  I wonder to what end.  
There are better, more constructive ways to work 
for change in the ELCA if that is what pastors and 
congregations who are withholding their mission 

dollars from the ELCA believe they are called to 
do.  Positions and policies in the ELCA are not 
decided in Chicago, but by the entire body of the 
members of the ELCA.  Some of those who are 
withholding their mission support engaged in the 
process that led to the adoption of the statement and 
policies related to sexuality that occurred at the 
2009 Churchwide Assembly, but many pastors and 

congregations never engaged with 
study materials, offered input to the 
task force or attended the many 
meetings held throughout the synod 
to solicit the input of members of the 
ELCA.  It is regrettable that the 
primary way they are engaging the 
process is by withholding mission 
support that may cripple or kill some 

of our most vital ministries. 
 We all know we are deeply divided in how we 
understand sexuality and express that in our 
relationships.  Those divisions exist not only in the 
church, but in most of our families.  I hope and pray 
we can find constructive ways of disagreeing with 
each other over these issues while continuing to 
support mission and ministries.  They are far more 
important than our positions and policies on 
sexuality in defining who we are as God’s people. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Pastor’s Message 
 

The ELCA will sur-
vive this time of trial 
and testing, but our 
mission and minis-

tries may be severely 
compromised.   

 
The following worship 
opportunities will be 
available in the Country-
side Ministry this 
Christmas: 
 
 

December 20 
Christmas on the Prairie  
4:00 p.m. Calvary, Barnum 
 
December 24 
Christmas Eve Candlelight 
5:00 p.m. Fulton, Roelyn 
7:00 p.m. Zion, Gowrie 
9:00 p.m. Faith, Harcourt 
11:00 p.m. Trinity, Boxholm 
 
December 25 
Service of Carols 
9:00 a.m. Zion, Gowrie 
 
Please attend the services of your choice. 
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We thank you for your concern for us, the school, and 
especially the students as our time has been shortened 
at the Maasae Girls Lutheran Secondary School. You 
know we have had water problems here; that things 
here are always so very, well, African. But this prayer 
request involves a tragedy about which we do not see 
an easy resolution.  
 
Without water flowing to the school, we get water 
however we can, often by the girls walking a mile with 
a bucket of water balanced on their heads, an hour 
round-tip, rather than being able to spend their time in 
study. Also, for the kitchen, the school has an old John 
Deere tractor and a ‘boza’ which is a water-tank (about 
4,000 liters) on wheels. Last Sunday, literally as we 
were sending out our newsletter, a worker (not for the 
school) from the village to the east, riding on the trac-
tor as it was pulling the ‘boza’ with about 8,000 
pounds of water in it, tried to jump off, apparently 
slipped, and was crushed to death. The police seized 
the tractor and our water-tank for evidence, the tractor 
driver fled and has not been seen since, and the water 
situation has gotten more serious. Without a doubt, if 

the water problem for the school had been solved, this 
tragedy would not have happened.  
 
God graciously gave us a long night’s rain so pails 
were being filled off every roof. And now, we ask your 
prayers for the school and its administration, the po-
lice, the family, and the driver. May the police realize 
this was truly an accident and not prosecute the driver, 
the school, the diocese, or anyone. Pray there is peace 
for all. Pray water in the pipes will come. Pray. Thank 
you.  

 
Marvin Kananen and 

Jean Wahlstrom  
ELCA-GM missionaries 

serving in Tanzania  
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 For most of us the mention of mistletoe 
probably brings kissing to mind.  But that prac-
tice wasn’t the first involving mistletoe. 
 Two thousand years before Christ, the an-
cient Celtic people living in Gaul considered 
mistletoe to be sacred and medicinal.  Druids, 
the priests of the Celtic tribes, used it in reli-
gious ceremonies held in tree groves where 
mistletoe was found. 
 In ancient Scandinavia, enemies who met 
by chance beneath mistletoe laid down their 
weapons and held a truce until the next day.  

This practice eventually lead to the tradition of kissing under the mis-
tletoe, the “plant of peace.” 
 The use of mistletoe has continued throughout the centuries during 
the Christmas season as a decoration and as a symbol of fun and joy.  
But its early religious roots and peacemaking qualities are even more 
significant. 

 “Christmas on the Prairie” is an 
old-fashioned worship service 
featuring traditional carols, readings 
about what Christmas on the prairie 
used to be like and candlelight.  Join 
us in worshiping in an intimate 
setting and remembering why this 
season was so important to our 
ancestors.   
 This year’s “Christmas on the 

Prairie” service 
will be held on 
Sunday, December 
20 at 4:00 p.m. at 
C a l v a r y 
P r e s b y t e r i a n 
Church, Barnum. ����
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The biblical stewardship values – intentionality, 
regularity, generosity, top-priority, proportional, 
cheerfulness – answer the question, “What does a 
giver in discipleship to Jesus look like?  Or perhaps 
more accurately, “How does a giver in discipleship 
to Jesus act?”  Encouraging these values in givers – 
in ourselves – is one of the major tasks we all share 
in our congregation. 
 
To focus on the importance of these stewardship 
values, let’s take another look at Luke 12:  “Do not 
be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom.  Sell your posses-
sions, and give alms.  Make purses for yourselves 
that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth de-
stroys.  For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.” 
 
Many people have misread these words of Jesus and 
imagined that they say, “For where your heart is, 
there your treasure will be also.”  Some people even 
say, “We have to change people’s hearts, and then 
their money will follow.”  Possibly this could hap-
pen, but we need to recognize that this is not what 
Jesus says. 
 
Jesus says that where your treasure is, where you 
put your money, that is where your heart will be.  If 
this is true (and who are we to disagree with Je-

sus?), then we can say that as people grow in their 
giving to Christ’s church, they will grow in their 
relationship with Jesus.  This is pretty clearly a 
cause and effect relationship.  As disciples of Jesus, 
giving more to the church for spreading the king-
dom of God will result in growing closer to Jesus. 
 
Another way to think about what Jesus says here is 
to talk about “acting your way into a new way of 
thinking,” as opposed to “thinking your way into a 
new way of acting.”  Since what Jesus says here is 
“where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also,” then he is talking about the need to first 
change people’s actions.  He is talking about trying 
to act your way into a new way of thinking. 
 
 
Many people find that in their discipleship it is far 
easier, and far more lasting, to trust in God and act 
their way into a new way of thinking.  It is far more 
effective if trust-based actions lead our thoughts, 
than if our thoughts lead our actions.  If we wait 
until we feel like giving generously, we may never 
get to the action.  If, on the other hand, we trust in 
God’s promise and simply start to give generously, 
we will find that our attitudes toward giving will 
quickly change.  Our actions will lead our thinking 
far more effectively than our thinking will lead our 
actions. 
 
What all this means is that what God’s people do 
with their money has a profound impact on their 
relationship with Jesus.  To put it more directly, we 
have God’s promise that if we grow in our giving, 
we will grow in our relationship with Jesus. 
 
Giving intentionally, regularly, generously, first, 
proportionally, and cheerfully will lead a giver’s 
heart closer to Jesus.  What could be more wonder-
ful?  You will be blessed. 

JUST WHERE IS YOUR TREASURE? 
RIDING THE FENCE IS A TREACHEROUS GAME!  
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 We will not have a Church 
Family Social Night in December 
due to the many Christmas activi-
ties.  The next event will be on 
January 31 from 5:30—8:00 p.m. 
at the Gowrie Skating Rink.  We 
need to have at least 35 skaters for 
discounted admission so if you are 
planning on attending and skating, 
please call the church office and let 
us know.  Discounted admission is 

$2.25 plus $1.50 for skate 
rental.  The concession stand will 
be open for those who want snacks 
and/or supper there.  You are wel-
come to attend to just watch and 
socialize also. 
 In February we are going to try 
to use Hidden Acres Bible Camp 
by Dayton.  More details will be in 
the January Newsletter. 

 The scrapbooking club will 
not be meeting in December.  
The next time we meet will be 
January 16. 
 We have so much fun each 
month going through memora-
bilia, newspaper articles and pho-
tos.  Some of us are working on 
current pictures and others are 
working on older photos.  Each 
one has a story to tell and it’s a lot 
of fun sharing what we are doing 

with each other.  If you have your 
photos sitting in a box in the back 
of your closet or under your bed, 
why not dig them out and join us?  
You could make a scrapbook for a 
friend or loved one.  How about 
an album of all the holiday photos 
you take? Not sure where to start?  
Call a member of the club and we 
will be glad to help you get 
started. 
 If you have questions about 
our club, please call the church 
office.  Nothing will be sold at 
this event so bring your own sup-
plies.  You will need to bring your 
own lunch and beverage.  Please 
call the Countryside Office (352-
3645) if you plan to attend. 
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 Just a quick 
reminder that 
reports for any 
of the churches’ 
annual meet-
ings, budget 
meetings, or 
y e a r b o o k 
changes   (i.e. 
committee or 

address changes) are due the first 
part of January in the church of-
fices.  Please do not delay in 
handing in your reports.  Thank 
you. 
 
 The financial year ends for the 
churches on December 31.  Any-
thing received in the church office 
after noon on the 31st will be con-
sidered 2010 business.  If you have 
any questions on your financial giv-
ing please contact your church’s 
financial secretary as soon as possi-
ble. 

Remember:  The Alzheimer’s Support 
Group meets on the last Wednesday of 
each month at the Gowrie Senior Suites 

beginning at 1:00 p.m.  December’s meet-
ing will be on the 30th. 
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 The Women of Fulton Lu-
theran Church invite all women 
of the Countryside Ministry 
Churches to attend their Advent 
Event on Wednesday, December 
2, 2009, beginning at 1:30 p.m. 

HAVE YOU 
SEEN GOD 
LATELY? 
TELL ME 

ABOUT IT! 
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 We have a 
very smal l 
group of faith-
ful people who 
continue to 
support our 
ministry with 
the Church of 

the Damascus Road.  There is 
always room for more faithful 
people to join us.  WHAT 
ABOUT YOU?!  You could 
make a difference to someone 
who has made a terrible mistake 
in his life.  We need people who 
are willing to join the Country-
side Ministry’s Prison Ministry. 
 December’s visit will be the 
9th.  We will leave from Zion at 
5:15 p.m., but will arrange to 
pick people up in Moorland or 
Harcourt or meet them in the 
prison parking lot.  Anyone wish-
ing to be included in this out-
reach ministry please call the 
Countryside Ministry office by 
Thursday prior to the visit to re-
serve a spot. 

 
 

 

When Jesus spoke again to the peo-
ple, he said, "I am the light of the 
world.  Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life."  
John 8:12 
 
“Together We Shine” has been a 
recurring theme throughout the year 
for Lutheran Services in Iowa, and 
with the support of congregations 
across the state we have shone 
brightly.  Children, families and 
individuals have been embraced by 
the light of people like you who 
understand that sometimes we all 
need a helping hand when strug-
gling through difficult times. 
 
During this season, we celebrate 
that our work is only possible be-

cause of God’s gift to all of us, Je-
sus Christ.  Through the love of 
Christ, LSI responds to the needs of 
tens of thousands of people search-
ing for a path to improve their lives. 
It is the light of life that Jesus 
grants to us all that provides those 
we serve with futures of hope, heal-
ing and promise. 
 
Thank you for sharing your light 
and the light of Christ by support-
ing LSI through prayer, volunteer-
ing and financial contributions 
throughout the year.  May you and 
your family have a blessed Christ-
mas season and we look forward to 
walking with you in service in the 
New Year at hand.  For more infor-
m a t i o n  a b o u t  L S I  v i s i t 
www.lsiowa.org. 
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A Christmas 
Prayer  

by Robert Louis Stevenson 
 

 Loving Father, help us remember 
the birth of Jesus, that we may share 
in the song of the angels, the glad-
ness of the shepherds, and worship 
of the wise men. 
 Close the door of hate and open 
the door of love all over the world. 
Let kindness come with every gift 
and good desires with every greeting. 
Deliver us from evil by the blessing 
which Christ brings, and teach us to 
be merry with clear hearts. 
 May the Christmas morning 
make us happy to be thy children, 
and Christmas evening bring us to 
our beds with grateful thoughts, for-
giving and forgiven, for Jesus' 
sake.   Amen. 
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Countryside Ministry website: 
www.countrysidecoop.org 

Countryside Worship Times 
Calvary, Barnum ................................................ 10:30 a.m. 
Faith, Harcourt ..................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
Fulton, Roelyn ..................................................... 9:15 a.m. 
Trinity, Boxholm ............................................... 10:30 a.m. 
UCC/Cong., Moorland ......................................... 8:00 a.m. 
Zion, Gowrie (Summer hours) ............................. 9:30 a.m. 
  also, 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 5:00 p.m. 
FUSION ........................................ Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. 
  at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie 

 

Countryside Phone Numbers: 
Countryside Ministry Office ................................. 352-3645 
Rev. Jim Davis  Office ................................. 352-3932 
 Home ................................. 352-5261 
Rod Meyer  Office ................................. 846-6277 
 Home ................................. 354-5224 
Rev. Wahlgren Office ................................. 352-3645 
 Home ................................. 352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist, Office ................................. 352-3612 
Stephen Ministry Home ................................. 352-3798 
 
Countryside E-mail Addresses: 
Countryside Office: ziongowr@wccta.net 
Rev. Jim Davis: elca506@wccta.net 
Rod Meyer: rodmeyer@lvcta.com 
Cindy Youngquist: stephencoop@hotmail.com 
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The next Countryside Ministry Council 
meeting will be Tuesday, December 1, 

beginning at 7:00 p.m. at Zion. 


