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A Message from Pastor Jim—  We have provided missior
support for them during thein
| opened my email Monday time in Tanzania.
morning and was greeted with
sobering news regarding staff Jean and Marv’s service will bg
reductions in the ELCA. prematurely terminated due t(
The first item was from Jean reduced mission support to th
Wahlstrom and Marvin ELCA. They have done 4
Kananen. Jean and Marv havewonderful job setting up
worked in the mission field in educational programs tha
Tanzania for the past ten years.benefit not only the girls and
Jean is the Mentor of Christian women who are enrolled, bu
Education at the Maasai Girls will eventually benefit the entire
Lutheran Secondary School andTanzanian society and
Marv works with English hopefully, global community. |
teachers in the Arusha diocese. (Continued on page 3)

OPERATION ANGEL TREE

TheFUSION Team, together unwrapped to the place yo
with the Prairie Valley School picked it up or drop the gift off a
and Security Savings Bank, arethe Zion Lutheran Church office
once again sponsoring OperationThe FUSION Team will pick up
Angel Tree as part of their the gifts on the 11th and wra
outreach ministry. Starting the them. Prairie Valley School wil

| was sad when | read that

ongregational, Moorland; Zio@owrie

Countryside Ministry

Councill
Marie Bengston ------------ Trinity
Jim W. Carlson --------------- Zion
Roberta Clausen ----------- Trinity
Loretta Daisy--------------- Fulton
Steve Julius ---------------- Calvary
Greg Moe Fulton
» Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith
° Joan Peterson----------------- Faith
Joyce Silvey ---------- UCC/Cong
Richard Silvey ------- UCC/Cong
[ Bruce Towne ------------------ Zion
| Amy Walrod -------------- Calvary

Countryside Ministry
Executive Committee

Loretta Daisy ----------- President
Jim Carlson ------- Vice-president
, Dorothy Nahnsen ------ Secretary
Sandy Thoma ---------- Treasurer

_ Rev. Jim Davis
Administrative Pastor

week of November 23rd through see that they are delivered to tk
the 11th of December there will angels.

“ NEED A VISIT?

be Angel Trees at Security If you do not care to shop fo
Savings bank in Gowrie and an angel, monetary donatior
Farnhamville. will be accepted and thg

You can stop Countryside Youth will do the
at either location, shopping for you. You can leav
take an angel off the money at either bank or at tf
the tree, shop for Zion Lutheran Church Office.
the child, and Please help us make it a ver
return the gift merry Christmas for these angel

—

g [If you or anyone you know
, could use a pastoral visit, please
contact the
Country-
side office
at 352-3645
SO a visit
can be

e Hospital
e Visitation

scheduled.




STEPHEN MIN]STRY or special diet, there are many things on the marke

nowadays that can make it safe.

Newspapers, magazines, book€n a limited in-

come it is hard to keep up with subscriptions, sg-b
® ing one might be a fun gift. If you are not cantai

HOllday glft ideaS. N whether or not your loved one will enjoy the pullic
tion, try just an issue or two to see if it is sdinieg

your loved one will enjoy before buying a whole yea

The Holidays are quickly approaching and | findhen picking out a book consider those with large
so hard to believe....where has this year gone? Thgyjnt

holidays made me think about gifts. | visit manys:

ing homes, care centers, retirement villages aed th Magnifying Devices:These are handy and come in
homebound and | know how hard it is to find that penany sizes and strengths. Some are sized to fit a
fect gift for our loved one. We don't want to give \ynole page. This can help with a telephone book, a
“stuff” where there is no place to show it offr  megicine bottle or reading that favorite magazine.
store it; in that case, a gift that is instanthgfus might

be better. Here are a few ideas that might beflilelp Games: Jigsaw puzzles seem to be a favorite since

consider. they can be left out and something worked on as tim
permits. Playing cards can be a good choice, ago t

Photos: always are welcome, but for those living ingong with them, a card shuffler might be just the

small area it is often hard to find a good dis@ega. thing. You might also consider games like Monopoly,
Consider putting the photos together in a montage gominos, and chess.

framed for a wall or in a small album that can be c

These are welcome gifts as everyone likes to keep i

Clothing: It's always a treat to get a nice sweater ojp;;ch and remember friends with cards on theihbirt
jacket but remember to watch for zippers and hafd-§ays and during the holidays.

use buttons. Velcro is a great way to go. Giftifte

cates make the gift even better, but sometimes it i | gtions, colognes and perfumesBe sensitive to the
hard for the loved one to get out to redeem it@® Y person’s allergies or feelings about some fragraiase
might offer to take them to the store to help them  sometimes they might bother them, but generally,

that item themselves. some powder or room spray or lotion can be a very
handy gift to give.

Sports Fan: Treat the person to a couple of tickets to

a game for their favorite team, again offeringatket Cindy Youngquist,

them to the event. Afternoon games are probakdy.be  Countryside Ministries Stephen Ministry Leader

~ "Bear one another's burdens...and so fulfill ther la

Sweet Tooth Remember to check first about the of Christ." GALATIANS 6:2

health of the recipient; if they are on a sugatrieson
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(Continued from page 1) dollars from the ELCA believe they are called to

Pastor's Message do. Positions and policies in the ELCA are not

decided in Chicago, but by the entire body of the
hope the work they have members of the ELCA. Some of those who are
begun will be able withholding their mission support engaged in the
continue without their process that led to the adoption of the statemmauht a

presence. policies related to sexuality that occurred at the
A number of items 2009 Churchwide Assembly, but many pastors and
down the list in my inbox was ar congregations never engaged with

email from Sandra LaBlanc (Sand] The ELCA will sur- | study materials, offered input to the

is the daughter of Corliss Schill g vive this time of trial| task force or attended the many

Zion). Sandra was informing friend| and testing, but our| meetings held throughout the synod

that her position as ELCA Directo P P to solicit the input of members of the
e mission and minis- :

for Rural and Small Town Ministry] tries mav be severel ELCA. It is regrettable that the

was eliminated due to reduce S y S Vprimary way they are engaging the

mission support to the ELCA. Hel compromised. process is by withholding mission
last day in the office will be support that may cripple or kill some
November 13. of our most vital ministries.

Sandra has worked tirelessly on behalf of the We all know we are deeply divided in how we
members of rural and small town congregations innderstand sexuality and express that in our
the ELCA for the past 10 years. She has been orglationships. Those divisions exist not only he t
voice in Chicago, Washington D.C., Des Moineschurch, but in most of our families. | hope andypr
throughout our nation and around the world. Shee can find constructive ways of disagreeing with
has never ceased to lift up the value of rural andach other over these issues while continuing to
small town ministry and to remind others of thesupport mission and ministries. They are far more
large number of congregations in the ELCA that arenportant than our positions and policies on
rural and small town. She has also been a praphesexuality in defining who we are as God’s people.
voice in working for justice issues related to tura
and small town ministry. Our voices will be
diminished because of the loss of her position. _ _

While | am sad because of the loss of thes t The following worship
positions and the ministry that happened throug ; opportunities will be
them, | am not surprised. Many who disagreed wi available in the Country-
the ELCA’s statement on sexuality and the chang side Ministry this
in policy that were adopted at the 2009 Churchwid Christmas:

Assembly had warned that they would either lea\ '

the church or withhold mission support in respond December 20 N

to those changes. They have been true to thedt wq Christmas on the Prairie
and | am afraid we are just beginning to see tff 4:00 p.m. Calvary, Barnum
fallout of their withholding. It is regrettableah | pecember 24

their actions will jeopardize some of the mos| christmas Eve Candlelight
important of our ministries. Ministries that tookl 5:00 p.m. Fulton, Roelyn
years to build may be destroyed in a matter ¢ 7.00 p.m. Zion, Gowrie
months. _ o _ 9:00 p.m. Faith, Harcourt

The ELCA will survive this time of trial and | 11:00 p.m. Trinity, Boxholm
testing, but our mission and ministries may b
severely compromised. | wonder to what enq December 25
There are better, more constructive ways to wo| Service of Carols
for change in the ELCA if that is what pastors an| 9:00 a.m. Zion, Gowrie

congregations who are withholding their missiol pjease attend the services of your choice.




We thank you for your concern for us, the schoot the water problem for the school had been solvad, t

especially the students as our time has been siearteagedy would not have happened.

at the Maasae Girls Lutheran Secondary School. You

know we have had water problems here; that thi@gsl graciously gave us a long night's rain so pails

here are always so very, well, African. But thisyar were being filled off every roof. And now, we askuy

request involves a tragedy about which we do netmayers for the school and its administration, ploe

an easy resolution. lice, the family, and the driver. May the policaliee
this was truly an accident and not prosecute theedr

Without water flowing to the school, we get watbe school, the diocese, or anyone. Pray therease

however we can, often by the girls walking a miighwfor all. Pray water in the pipes will come. Prayahk

a bucket of water balanced on their heads, an kour

round-tip, rather than being able to spend thaietin

study. Also, for the kitchen, the school has anJatn Marvin Kananen and
Deere tractor and a ‘boza’ which is a water-tardo(a Jean Wahlstrom
4,000 liters) on wheels. Last Sunday, literallyvee ELCA-GM missionaries
were sending out our newsletter, a worker (notther serving in Tanzania

school) from the village to the east, riding on tree-

tor as it was pulling the ‘boza’ with about 8,000
pounds of water in it, tried to jump off, appargntl
slipped, and was crushed to death. The police deize
the tractor and our water-tank for evidence, thetar
driver fled and has not been seen since, and therwa
situation has gotten more serious. Without a doifibt,

i : For most of us the mention of mistlet(
gt - probably brings kissing to mind. But that prg
. ' | tice wasn't the first involving mistletoe. : e :
. Two thousand years before Christ, the ifeaturlng tradlthnal carols, readln_g.s
Al cient Celtic people living in Gaul considerEabOUt what _Chrlstmas on t_he prairie
4 mistletoe to be sacred and medicinal. Dru usec! to be I'k.e .and .candlellght'. Join
L. (he priests of the Celtic tribes, used it in re 2>, "N worshiping in an intimate
gious ceremonies held in tree groves Wk‘settlng and rememberlng why  this
mistletoe was found. season was SO important to our
In ancient Scandinavia, enemies who n ancestors. e a
RS by chance beneath mistletoe laid down ti This year's PCh_n_stanas on the
“ 7 weapons and held a truce until the next d .rl?mbe hsltérwce
This practice eventually lead to the tradition e&fsking under the mig VSV' d N De obn
tletoe, the “plant of peace.” Zgnataz" Ooeceﬁr? :tr
The use of mistletoe has continued throughout#muries during C a | -v {f' r.
the Christmas season as a decoration and as a kyimtom and joy. Presbvteri ayn
But its early religious roots and peacemaking dsliare even mor y
significant. Church, Barnum.

“Christmas on the Prairie” is an
old-fashioned worship service
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JUST WHERE IS YOUR TREASURE?
RIDING THE FENCE IS A TREACHEROUS GAME!

The biblical stewardship values — intentionality,sus?), then we can say that as people grow in their
regularity, generosity, top-priority, proportional, giving to Christ’'s church, they will grow in their
cheerfulness — answer the question, “What doesralationship with Jesus. This is pretty clearly a
giver in discipleship to Jesus look like? Or pg@dha cause and effect relationship. As disciples ofiSes
more accurately, “How does a giver in discipleshigiving more to the church for spreading the king-
to Jesus act?” Encouraging these values in giversdom of God will result in growing closer to Jesus.
in ourselves — is one of the major tasks we allesha
in our congregation. Another way to think about what Jesus says here is
to talk about “acting your way into a new way of
To focus on the importance of these stewardshighinking,” as opposed to “thinking your way into a
values, let’s take another look at Luke 12: “Dd nonew way of acting.” Since what Jesus says here is
be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's gd “where your treasure is, there your heart will be
pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possesilso,” then he is talking about the need to first
sions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselvashange people’s actions. He is talking about gryin
that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure irto act your way into a new way of thinking.
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth de-
stroys. For where your treasure is, there yourthea
will be also.” Many people find that in their discipleship it &rf
easier, and far more lasting, to trust in God artd a
Many people have misread these words of Jesus atlgbir way into a new way of thinking. It is far neo
imagined that they say, “For where your heart iseffective if trust-based actions lead our thoughts,
there your treasure will be also.” Some peoplenevehan if our thoughts lead our actions. If we wait
say, “We have to change people’s hearts, and themtil we feel like giving generously, we may never
their money will follow.” Possibly this could hap- get to the action. If, on the other hand, we tiost
pen, but we need to recognize that this is not wh&od’s promise and simply start to give generously,
Jesus says. we will find that our attitudes toward giving will
quickly change. Our actions will lead our thinking
Jesus says that where your treasure is, where ytar more effectively than our thinking will lead rou
put your money, that is where your heart will Be. actions.
this is true (and who are we to disagree with Je-
What all this means is that what God’s people do
with their money has a profound impact on their
relationship with Jesus. To put it more directixg
have God’s promise that if we grow in our giving,
we will grow in our relationship with Jesus.

Giving intentionally, regularly, generously, first,
proportionally, and cheerfully will lead a giver’s
heart closer to Jesus. What could be more wonder-
ful? You will be blessed.




Chureh Fanuly Soetal Nighi

$2.25 plus $1.50 for skat

rental. The concession stand W

be open for those who want snag

and/or supper there. You are we

come to attend to just watch ar

socialize also.

In February we are going to ti

to use Hidden Acres Bible Cam

We will not have a Churclby Dayton. More details will be i
Family Social Night in Decembehe January Newsletter.
due to the many Christmas activi-
ties. The next event will be on

Jan;J]ary 31 fromk5:30—8:(l)(0 p.m. HAVE YOU
at the Gowrie Skating Rink. We |

need to have at least 35 skaters for} SEEN GOD
discounted admission so if you are LATELY?
planning on attending and skating, TELL ME
please call the church office and let [ |} ABOUT IT!
us know. Discounted admission is :

with each other. If you have yol
photos sitting in a box in the bag
of your closet or under your be
why not dig them out and join us
You could make a scrapbook for
friend or loved one. How abot
an album of all the holiday photg
you take? Not sure where to sta
The scrapbooking club will  Call a member of the club and w
not be meeting in December. will be glad to help you ge
The next time we meet will be started.
January 16. If you have questions abol
We have so much fun eachour club, please call the churg
month going through memora- office. Nothing will be sold af
bilia, newspaper articles and pho-this event so bring your own su
tos. Some of us are working onplies. You will need to bring you
current pictures and others areown lunch and beverage. Pleg
working on older photos. Each call the Countryside Office (352
one has a story to tell and it's a lot 3645) if you plan to attend.
of fun sharing what we are doing

Remember: The Alzheimer’s Support

Group meets on the last Wednesday of

each month at the Gowrie Senior Suites
beginning at 1:00 p.m. December’'s mee}-

ing will be on the 30th.

Just a quick
reminder that
reports for any
of the churches’
annual  meet-
ings, budget
meetings, or
yearbook
changes (i.e.
committee  or

address changes) are due the first
part of January in the church of-
fices. Please do not delay in
handing in your reports. Thank
you.

The financial year ends for the
churches on December 31. Any-
thing received in the church office
after noon on the 31st will be con-
sidered 2010 business. If you have
any questions on your financial giv-
ing please contact your church’s
financial secretary as soon as possi-
ble.

The Women of Fulton Lu-
theran Church invite all women
of the Countryside Ministry
Churches to attend their Advemt
Event on Wednesday, Decembgr
2, 2009, beginning at 1:30 p.m.




n

We have a
very small
group of faith-
ful people who
continue to
support  our
ministry  with
the Church of

the Damascus Road. There is
always room for more faithful
people to join us. WHAT
ABOUT YOU?! You could
make a difference to someone
who has made a terrible mistake
in his life. We need peoplevho
are willing to join the Country-
side Ministry’s Prison Ministry.
December’s visit will be the
9th. We will leave from Zion at
5:15 p.m., but will arrange to
pick people up in Moorland or
Harcourt or meet them in the
prison parking lot. Anyone wish-
ing to be included in this out-
reach ministry please call the

When Jesus spoke again to the peadse of God’s gift to all of us, Jg
Through the love ¢

ple, he said, "I am théght of the sus Christ.
world. Whoever follows me wilChrist, LSI responds to the needs
never walk in darkness, but wiéns of thousands of people sear
have thdight of life."

John 8:12 It is the light of life that Jesu

grants to us all that provides tho
“Together We Shine” has beenvee serve with futures of hope, hea
recurring theme throughout the yeiag and promise.
for Lutheran Services in lowa, and

with the support of congregationthank you for sharing your light

across the state we have shama the light of Christ by suppor
brightly.  Children, families andng LSI through prayer, voluntee
individuals have been embraced lmg and financial
the light of people like you whohroughout the year. May you ar
understand that sometimes we wtlur family have a blessed Chrig
need a helping hand when strugras season and we look forward
gling through difficult times. walking with you in service in thg

New Year at hand. For more info
During this season, we celebrateation about LSI
that our work is only possible bevww.Isiowa.org.

Visif

ing for a path to improve their lives

contributions

nY
L

Countryside Ministry office by
Thursday prior to the visit to re-
serve a spot.

; A Christmas
Prayer

Eh- by Robert Louis Stevenson

b
D
of

5 Loving Father, help us remember
Sehe birth of Jesus, that we may share
lln the song of the angels, the glad-
ness of the shepherds, and worship
of the wise men.

Close the door of hate and open
t-the door of love all over the world.
_Let kindness come with every gift
L and good desires with every greeting.
eliver us from evil by the blessing
hich Christ brings, and teach us to
tbe merry with clear hearts.
to May the Christmas morning
make us happy to be thy children,

and Christmas evening bring us to

our beds with grateful thoughts, for-
giving and forgiven, for Jesus'

sake. Amen.
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Countryside Phone Numbers:

Countryside Ministry Office..........ccvvvvriccmmnn.. 352-3645
Rev. Jim Davis (01 o] I 352-3932
HOMe .. 352-5261
Rod Meyer Office v, 846-6277
HOMEe .. 354-5224
Rev. Wahlgren (01111 352-3645
Home ....ccoocveeeiiiiiee e, 352-5245
Cindy Youngquist, Office.........ccoiiiiiiiceennn. 352-3612
Stephen Ministry  Home .............ccooinneee. 352-3798

Countryside E-mail Addresses:

Countryside Office: ziongowr@wccta.net

Rev. Jim Davis: elca506@wccta.net

Rod Meyer: rodmeyer@lvcta.com

Cindy Youngquist:  stephencoop@hotmail.com

Countryside Worship Times

Calvary, Barnum...........oooooiiiiiiiiiet e 10:30 a.m.
Faith, Harcourt...........ccvveeeiiiiiiiicmmmeeeeee 9:00 a.m.
Fulton, ROElYN ... 9:15 a.m.
Trinity, BoXholm ... 10:30 a.m.
UCC/Cong., Moorland..............ccccevvvrvr ... 8:00 @M.
Zion, Gowrie (Summer hours) .......ccccceeeeeennn. 9:30 a.m.

also, 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 5:00 p.m.

FUSION.....c..coiiiieiceeec Wednessla§.30 p.m.
at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie

The next Countryside Ministry Council
meeting will be Tuesday, December 1,
beginning at 7:00 p.m. at Zion.

Countryside Ministry website:
www.countrysidecoop.org



