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= Countryside Ministry
ounwrysiae undanyges, o

A Message from Marie Bengston ------------ Trinity
Pastor Jim— Jim W. Carlson --------------- Zion
Roberta Clausen ----------- Trinity

On October 6, Countryside Ministry Council adoptieel following Loretta Daisy --------------- Fulton
resolution. Steve Julius ---------------- Calvary
Greg Moe Fulton

DISSOLUTION OF COUNTRYSIDE MINISTRY Dorothy Nahnsen ------------ Faith

Joan Peterson----------------- Faith

WHEREAS Countryside Ministry was created to meet Joyce Silvey ---------- UCC/Cong.

the leadership and programming needs of area Richard Silvey ------- UCC/Cong.
congregations for Christian mission and ministng a Bruce Towne ------------------ Zion
WHEREAS the structure of Countryside Ministry, in Amy Walrod -------------- Calvary

order to meet changing needs of congregations and
communities, was intentionally made to be flexilaed
WHEREAS, the closing of Calvary Presbyterian

ghlurch’spbuilging on %phril 1?1 gnd thﬁ transfgrm?]thﬁ.” Countryside Ministry
alvary Presbyterian Church into a home church wi : ;
necessﬁtate a gitgnificant change in the form anatistre Executive Committee
of Countryside Ministry; and Loretta Daisy ----------- President
WHEREAS the current corporate structure of Steve Julius ------- Vice-president
(Continued on page 3)(  Greg Moe --------------- Secretary
Sandy Thoma ---------- Treasurer

Rev. Jim Davis

COUﬂtrySIde \]Olnt WOrShlp ------------ Administrative Pastor

Countryside Ministry will be Xi Eta Sigma, Gowrie
holding its annual winter joint chapter of Beta Sigma Phi, will
worship service on Sunday, once again be hosting a hamball
February 14 at Zion Lutheran dinner in the church fellowshiy NEED AVISIT?
Church in Gowrie beginning at hall following the service. They
10:30 a.m. This will be the only will accept a freewill offering,
worship service offered in the proceeds going to community
Countryside Ministry that projects. )
Sunday. Please mark your calendats HoSpital

today and plan on joining youf ‘"s““

If you or anyone you know
could use a pastoral visit, please
contact the
Country-
side office

,ﬁ_.L fellow Christians for this| 84 2;35612_3\/?;?
ST | inspirational worship can be
Cooperative Worship °Pporunity. scheduled.
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Memory Loss....

You might ask yourself.... Am | forgetful? Do | have
Alzheimer's? What is wrong with me?

Doctors say that when you're in your 20’s, you begi
to lose brain cells a few at a time. Your bodyoals
starts to make less of the chemicals your braifs cel
need to work. The older you are, the more thes
changes can affect your memory.

Aging may affect memory by changing the way the
brain stores information and by making it harder t
retrieve that information.

Your short-term and remote memories aren't usual
affected by aging. But your recent memory may b
affected. For example, you may forget names of pe
ple you've met recently. These are normal changes.

Information is stored in different parts of your me
ory. Information stored in the short-term memory

that it can be caused by new medications or just by
becoming dehydrated.

The following memory problems, however, aren't
usually a part of normal aging:
- Forgetting things much more often than you
used to.
Forgetting how to do things you've done
many times before.
Having severe difficulty
things.
Being disoriented in places normally famil-
iar.
Repeating phrases or stories in the same
conversation.
Trouble making choices or handling money.
Not being able to keep track of what hap-
pens each day.

learning new

In Gowrie we have had an Alzheimer's support

group that | have been a part of for the past few
years. The Gowrie Care Center has now taken
charge of these monthly meetings. Rose Mallison
leads the group and she would like to encourage you
to come join them. In December they discussed the
holidays and your loved one. They have great
things planned for 2010.

If you have a loved one, neighbor or friend that ha
been experiencing a little memory loss and you

may include the name of a person you met momer would like to check out this group, they meet the

ago. Information stored in the recent memory ma
include what you ate for breakfast. Informatior
stored in the remote memory includes things haj
pened years ago, such as memories of childhood.

This type of memory difficulty is not to be confaise
with Alzheimer’s disease. Not being able to readil
recall the name of someone easily recognized is-mel
ory loss, or it is losing words when talking. Bt

last Wednesday of every month at 1:00 p.m. at
Gowrie Senior Suites.

Happy New Year.

Cindy Youngquist, Countryside Ministries Stepheimistry
Leader ~Bear one another’s burdens...and so fulfill thevla
of Christ.” GALATIANS 6:2

does not take away your life as Alzheimer’'s does
We've all had the experience of going to anothsg
room and when getting there you wondering, “Wha
in the heck did | come in here for?” Or we forgot
do some errand — you know the feeling.

A memory problem can be serious when it affect
your daily living. Talking with your doctor can e

up any questions you might have. You might fing

Remember: The Alzheimer’s Sup-
port Group meets at 1:.00 p.m. the
last Wednesday of each month at the
Gowrie Senior Suites. January’s
meeting will be on
Wednesday the 27th.
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(Continued from page 1)
Pastor’s Message

Countryside Ministry would encumber
response to this change and future
changes among the participating
congregations; therefore be it
RESOLVED that the corporation
entitled Countryside Ministry be
dissolved effective February 28, 2010;
and be it further

RESOLVED that any corporate assets
remaining on February 28, 2010, be
distributed to congregations of
Countryside Ministry based on the
percentage of the total budget that
each congregation contributed to
Countryside Ministry in FY 2009; and
be it further

RESOLVED that congregations of
Countryside Ministry, through shared
staff and programming, continue to
seek ways to jointly engage in mission
and ministry in the geographical area
served by them; and be it further
RESOLVED that the congregations
involved continue to pray for each
other and seek ways in which they can
encourage and support each other in
the mission and ministry to which
each has been called.

Congregational, Fulton and Calvary, while Rod
will have primary pastoral responsibility for Faith
and Trinity. The only real changes will be that
payment for services will be made to Zion instead
of Countryside Ministry and Zion will have the
authority to make changes in staff and
programming, which will be made in consultation
with congregations contracting for services from
Zion. Cost for services for 2010 will be identit¢al
costs for services for 2009. Congregations who do
not contract for services from Zion will be
responsible for making arrangements for whatever
pastoral services they need.

While our corporate structure has served us
well over the past eight years, it is cumbersome to
have to work through councils/sessions of six
congregations when making changes in staffing
and/or programming. It will be more efficient to
effect those changes through the council of one
congregation, while respecting the opinions of the
congregations who are involved in the shared
ministry. This decision will eliminate a level of
administrative and financial structure.

While this is a significant change in the
administrative structure of our ministry, there lwil
be very little noticeable impact if congregations
contract for services from Zion. We will continue
to refer to ourselves as Countryside Ministry and
provide the same services we have over the past
eight years.

It is my hope that after we have made this

The recommendation was initially made bytransition we will still have six congregations
Pastor Jim to the Countryside Ministry Executiveworking together. | believe we have demonstrated
Committee. The Executive Committee acceptethat, in spite of the challenges, there are
the recommendation and further recommended it toemendous benefits to our ministry when we work
the Countryside Ministry Council. After review by together. Countryside Ministry has never been a
the councils and congregations of Countrysid@dindrance to any of our congregations as we
Ministry, the resolution was adopted. worked to do the ministry to which we have been

This will mean that the corporate structure forcalled. On the contrary, it has enhanced ourtgbili
Countryside Ministry will no longer exist after to serve others in the name of Jesus.

February 28, 2010. Member congregations will If you have questions about any issues related
have the opportunity to contract for services fromo this transition or any other area of concern
Zion. This was the original arrangement betweeregarding Countryside Ministry, please contact a
Zion and Faith and worked well for the year that itCountryside Ministry Council member or Pastor

was in use. Jim.

Assuming all congregations contract for May God continue to bless the ministry we do
services from Zion, there will be no noticeabletogether.
change in what you have experienced over the past
eight years. Pastor Jim will continue to have
primary pastoral responsibility for Zion, UCC/




| sit here and wonder, “God, Why me?”
“Why do | see two brothers, instead of all three?”
“Why isn’'t he here? Why was he taken Home?”
Wouldn't he like it here more than being there al®n
But what if | asked him? What would he say?
“Come back from heaven? Are you kidding? No way!”
Little sister | love you, but you should hear oborus.
The dancing, the singing, the laughing, it's joyous
Why would | leave this, the joy of His life
To go back to your world, full of hurting and s&#
Little sister I love you, but can you not see?
The time of your earth is but a second to me.
You think that | sit here and wallow for you,
when really I'm singing and praising Him too.
Little sister | miss you, that much is true,

But in the blink of an eye, you will be here, too.
Then | can show you the wonder, the beauty, theegra
the glory of finally seeing His face.

Then you’ll understand that what | said is true:
Life’s too short to mourn me, and I truly love you.

Written by Cassie Ellsbury
17 years old

Cassie is the granddaughter of Marlys Traster aedtggranddaughter
of Frankie and Betty Messerly, members of the Wh@#aurch of
Christ/Congregational, Moorland.

The treasurer’s report showed that
there is $20,957.01 in checking and
$20,576.44 in a CD for a total of

$41, 533.45. The Stephen Ministry
Account contains $2,567.77. The
treasurer's report was approved as
presented.

Old Business:

Pastor Jim discussed the “Contract
for Pastoral Services,” which was
drafted by Kurt Olson, attorney with
Johnson Law Firm of Fort Dodge.
Each congregation received in the
mail the “Contract for Pastoral Ser-
vices” and “Exhibit A: Schedule of
Pastoral Services” prior to the meet-
ing. There will be no changes from
2009 in the financial contributions
for the congregations contracting
services from Zion for 2010.
“Exhibit A” outlines the services
that will be provided by Zion Lu-
theran Church. Pastor Jim stated he
will send an itemized cost analysis
for both Trinity and Faith. Dis-
bursement of funds will be on Feb-
ruary 28, 2010, A cashier’'s check
will be sent to each congregation
based on the percentage paid into

The Countryside Ministry Council met on December2@09 at 7:00
p.m. at Zion Lutheran Church in Gowrie. [Editorniste: This was the
meeting originally scheduled for November 17.]

Members present were: Marie Bengston, Jim W. CaylByron Chal-
strom, Roberta Clausen, Loretta Daisy, Greg Moeioihy Nahnsen,
Joan Peterson, Joyce Silvey, Richard Silvey SanbdgmB, Bruce
Towne, Amy Walrod, Judith Walrod and Pastor Jim.

Countryside
Council

votions, “God’s Leaders of Light,”
based on Matthew 5:14-16.

The secretary’s report was approved
read.

the budget.

New Business:

Pastor Jim discussed the continued
use of an Advisory Council made

up of representatives from each con-
gregation. This group will meet at

least two times a year for the first

year.

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
following The Lord’s Prayer.

Pastor Jim opened the meeting with de‘ours in Christ,

Dorothy Nahnsen,
Council Secretary
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Our youth will hold soup pots million has gone to help people
at church doors on Souper Bowlin need.
of Caring Sunday. They will join Please join young people
young people in churches acrossaround the country as they
the country to collect money for demonstrate God’s love by
those who are hungry andloving their neighbors through
hurting. In 2009, over 13,000 the Souper Bowl of Caring. It's
groups patrticipated in the Soupera simple, yet significant act of
In Romans 12:13 we are told: Bowl of Caring generating over caring for others. Drop $1 (or
“Share with God’s people who $10 million. more) in the soup pot as you
are in need. Practice hospitality.” All of the money collected is leave worship on February"7
On Sunday February"7140 donated to a charity selected byThose who need help may not
million Americans will tune in to the participant. None of the know that you cared, but God
the Super Bowl football game. money is sent to the Souperwill. And our young people are
There will be parties with Bowl of Caring headquarters. developing hearts for giving that
abundant food, friendship and Organizers only ask that eachcan last a lifetime. Please
fellowship. At the same time, participant report their collection support their efforts.
there will be people worrying so national totals can be
about staying warm, finding determined and announced.
shelter and a warm meal. Since the Souper Bow! of Caring
began in 1990, more than $60

What is Prison Ministry?

Hl Prison Ministry is just one of
il the outreach ministries of th
=~ Countryside Churches. O
~[#the second Wednesday of
each month, members of the

; Countryside Ministry join
our fellow Christians who are behind bars in| a
unique worship service at the Fort Dodge Corrgec-
tional Facility. Why not give the gift of your tien
this Christmas season and join us at this very ngp
worship experience?

January’s visit will be on the 13th. We leave
#$ % & from Zion around 5:45 p.m. but will make arrange-
ments to pick up people in Moorland or Harcourt|or
meet them in the prison parking lot.

If you would like to be included in this outregch
ministry please call the Countryside Ministry oéf|c
by the Thursday prior to the visit to reserve atspo
to ask questions about the visit.
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ARE YOU LIVING THE LIFE OF

EXTRAVAGANT GIVING?
OR ARE YOU LIVING THE LIE OF SCARCITY?

As we engage in conversations and discussioi®nship to money and wrestled with its ability to
about discipleship and how we manage the monagmpt, cajole, and distort faith, they cannot eserc
and possessions God has entrusted to us, two bld leadership to liberate others from its powtr.
sponses are often encountered. The first is, “Dontakes courage and persistence to explore one’s own
forget the importance of gifts of time and talent."money attitudes and to break the defensive barriers
And the second: “But this congregation is alreadyround money-talk. But that is the only way to
giving as much as it can.” move beyond timidity and warn people about the

ways in which our constant human desire for more
These evasions of the challenge to grow in findnciand more shapes our financial decisions and se-
giving are deeply troubling because with these unverely limits our discipleship in doing God’s work.
fortunate attitudes it would be extremely difficult
for the congregation to break free from the sedudJpon serious reflection, it becomes apparent that
tive myth of scarcity. It takes strong spirituahll- the people who have the least often give the most.
ership to guide people out of resistance and relués income and wealth increase, so do greed and the
tance into the delicious freedom of God’'s abunpower of money to lure us away from sacrificial
dance. The truest mark of mature faith leaders armgiving. As abundance grows, the myth of scarcity
a mature faith community is a life of extravagangrows in our hearts.
giving.

In our discipleship, the work of financial steward-
There are many reasons why it is difficult for fiait ship of the money and assets that God has entrusted
leaders to talk about money and to challenge the us is the work of liberation. It is also a neatbf
lives of consumerism that bind the hearts and filife and death. The myth, the lie, of scarcityais
nances of Christians. One reason is the feareof tiplace of spiritual poverty and death. But theltrut
discomfort, even hostility that often occurs wherof God’s abundance is the place where we find au-
the topic of money is confronted. Another reason ithentic life, the eternal life that God gives usyn
the perceived unfairness, even resentment, towandt later, by his unconditional love, by his grace
wealthier parishioners who give token amounts ithrough faith.

retation—to—therweatth—white—enjoyimg—expensive
vacations, cars, and homes. Money-talk is a min&o are you living a life of extravagant giving @it

field of emotions. your God-entrusted abundance? Or is your disci-
pleship struggling, even choking, with the lie of
scarcity?

Unless faith Pray, decide, commit to a life of giving out of you
leaders have abundance. You will be blessed.

done the hon-

est work of

understanding

their own rela-




Too often, those in poverty are forgotten or caeked. Unfortunately this
“invisible” issue exists all around us. Currentlyl, percent of lowans are living
in poverty. Among these people living in povert$,& percent are children.
The people affected by these tough economic timetha people you wave aft
walking across the street, members of your congi@yayour neighbors,
friends, and for some, your family. Poverty ishat core of many of today’s
social problems. When the daily quests of thos&esnf in poverty, a single
mother struggling to feed her children or the seaitizen who cannot afford
medication, collide with the reality of fulfillinthe need, the outcome is not
often positive. January is National Poverty Awassneonth and a perfect op
portunity to reflect on this crisis in our state.

It is time that we all join forces and combat tinéggic issue so that we mgy

take care of our people and spread the love ofiGodder to help our
neighbors. This is why LSI advocates for the neddBose in poverty. At LSI,
our mission to respond to the love of Jesus Ctitistugh acts of service to al
drives us to create and implement programs thitasgpoverished families
and individuals throughout lowa. Without your sugpbSI would not be able
to change the lives of people across our state.

For more information on ways LSI provides hopdéotea’s most vulnerable

populations, visitvwww.Isiowa.org
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Thank you for
remembering me
during the Holidays with the
many cards and gifts. Your
thoughtfulness means
SO0 much to me.

God Bless you all.
Cindy Youngquist, —
Stephen Ministry Coordinator

HAVE YOU
SEEN GOD
LATELY?
TELL ME
ABOUT IT!

Our scrapbooking club meets the third Saturday
each month. Our January meeting will be on S
day, the 16th, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Z
Anyone is welcome to come and join our club,
necessarily only members of the Countryside M
try. You do not need to attend every month, wes
glad to have you join us whenever possible. G
for an hour or two, or the whole day. Bring youemds, too.

If you have questions about our club, please@h#ryl Rasmusse
Cindy Youngquist, or Colleen Palmer. Nothing viaé sold at this eve
so bring your own supplies. (We do trade and skapplies, tools, ar
ideas.) You will need to bring your own lunch dreVerage.

ject.

The FUSION Team would like
to thank everyone who helped in
any way with our Angel Tree pro-
Thanks to everyone’s help
we were able to purchase gifts for
over 33 angels this year.
gels are kept confidential through
our contact person.) We feel so
privileged to be able to keep this
wonderful project going.

T

(All an-
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Countryside Phone Numbers:

Countryside Ministry Office..........ccvvvvriccmmnn.. 352-3645
Rev. Jim Davis (01 o] I 352-3932
HOMe .. 352-5261
Rod Meyer Office v, 846-6277
HOMEe .. 354-5224
Rev. Wahlgren (01111 352-3645
Home ....ccoocveeeiiiiiee e, 352-5245
Cindy Youngquist, Office.........ccoiiiiiiiceennn. 352-3612
Stephen Ministry  Home .............ccooinneee. 352-3798

Countryside E-mail Addresses:

Countryside Office: ziongowr@wccta.net

Rev. Jim Davis: elca506@wccta.net

Rod Meyer: rodmeyer@lvcta.com

Cindy Youngquist:  stephencoop@hotmail.com

Countryside Worship Times

Calvary, Barnum...........oooooiiiiiiiiiet e 10:30 a.m.
Faith, Harcourt..........cocovveeeiiiiiii e 10:30 a.m.
Fulton, ROElYN ... 9:15 a.m.
Trinity, BoXholm ..., 9:00 a.m.
UCC/Congregational, Moorland..................... 8:00 a.m.
ZiON, GOWIIE .....eviiieeee ittt eee e 10:30 a.m.

also, 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 5:00 p.m.

FUSION.....c..coiiiieiceeec Wednessla§.30 p.m.
at 1107 Market Street, Gowrie

Countryside Ministry website:
www.countrysidecoop.org

If you have an article or picture that you woukkli

to submit for the Countryside Ministry newsletter

please send it to the Countryside office and wé w
try to put it in as time and space permit.




