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NEED A VISIT? 
 If you or anyone you know 
could use a pastoral visit, please 

contact the 
Countryside 
office at 352
-3645 so a 
visit can be 
scheduled. 

Father’s Day 

A Message from 
Pastor Jim— 
 

God blessed the seventh day  
and hallowed it, 

because on it God rested  
from all the work that  

God had done in creation. 
 – Genesis 2:3 
 
 Emma graduated yesterday.  
Two down, three to go.  What a 
whirlwind of activity the past 
year has been!  Between work, 
caring for Grandma Lois and all 
the activity that comes with a 
large, active family, I often feel 
like I don’t have a chance to 
catch my breath. 
 I know some of it is self-
imposed – I like to stay busy and 
am generally far too quick to say 
“Sure, I can do that!”  On the 

other hand, much of it is a 
function of my work and being 
part of a large family.  
Regardless of the nature of the 
activity in my life, it often leaves 
me feeling breathless. 
 We are gradually adjusting to 
no longer having Grandma with 
us.  The grief has been more 
intense and nuanced than I would 
have imagined.  In spite of her 
condition, we deeply miss her.  
The rhythm of caring for her is 
slowly being replaced by new 
rhythms in our lives.  We are 
able to rest just a little easier 
knowing we are no longer 
responsible for her. 
 I am not very good at taking 
time away from work and family 
to tend to myself.  While I would 

(Continued on page 2) 
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 As times change and society 
advances, so does the way we 
celebrate Fathers’ Day.  Some 
customs change, but the 
sentiment stays the same – to 
demonstrate our love and make 
this day special for our fathers. 
 At its heart, Fathers’ Day is 
about family with the focus on 
Dad.  It should not be about 
expensive gifts but rather family 
values and a recognition of Dad’s 

contribution to the family. 
 From a personal point of 
v iew,  i t ’s  about  Dad’s 
relationship with you, his son or 
daughter.   
 In this world we only have 
the opportunity to have one 
father and that alone shows us 
how important celebrating his 
fatherhood is.  As with any other 
job done we all like to feel 

(Continued on page 4) 
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 There once was a man who had nothing for his 
family to eat.  He had an old shotgun and three 
shells, so he decided that he would go out and kill 
something for dinner.  
 As he went down the road, he saw a rabbit and 
he shot at the rabbit and missed it.  Then he saw a 
squirrel and fired a shot at it, but missed.  As he 
went further, he saw a wild turkey in the tree and 
he had only one shell, but a voice came to him and 
said "pray first, aim high and stay focused."  
 Just at that time, however, he saw a deer which 
would be a better kill.  He brought the gun down 
and aimed at the deer. But then he saw a rattlesnake 
between his legs about to bite him, so he naturally 
brought the gun down further to shoot the rattle-
snake.  
 The voice said again to him, “I said, ‘pray, aim 
high and stay focused.’”  So, the man decided to 
listen to the voice.  He prayed, then aimed the gun 
high up in the tree and shot the wild turkey.  The 

shot ricocheted off the turkey and killed the deer. 
The handle fell off the gun and hit the snake in the 
head and killed it.  In addition to all that, when the 
gun went off, its kick knocked him into a pond. 
When he got out, he stood and looked around.  He 
had fish in all his pockets, a deer and a turkey to 
eat. 
 The snake (Satan) was dead simply because the 
man listened to God. 
 
Bottom line 
 Pray first before you do anything, aim and 
shoot high in your goals, and stay focused on God.  
Never let others discourage you concerning your 
past. The past is exactly that - "the past."  
Live every day one day at a time. And remember 
that only God knows our future and that he will not 
put you through any more than you can bear. 
 Our Stephen Ministers are people of 
“PRAYER”, when times are tough and there does-
n’t seem to be an answer you can always count on 
prayers.  If you could use a prayer partner or you 
feel like you can’t handle whatever faces you 
alone, call the church office and we can talk.  
 
Cindy Youngquist,  
Countryside Ministry’s Stephen Ministry Leader  
 
 ~ “Bear one another’s burdens...and so fulfill the 
law of Christ.” GALATIANS 6:2  

God Will Provide 

like to blame my workaholic nature on my mother, I 
know I am the one who is ultimately responsible.  
As I age, I am slowly beginning to 
realize the downside of not taking time 
for self-care – it results in a deep 
weariness that is hard to overcome. 
 Scripture reminds us of the 
importance of rest: “Remember the 
Sabbath day to keep it holy.”  We are 
told that even God rested after a long week at work.  
Sabbath is intended to be a time to nurture our 
spiritual lives and, also, to rest.  Sabbath provides an 
opportunity for us to catch our breath as we tend to 
that deep weariness that can creep into our lives. 
 While I haven’t figured out exactly how it will 
look, I have made a promise to myself to take a little 
more time to tend to my spiritual life and, also, just 
to rest.  I’m certain it will involve some form of 
reading, prayer, quiet time, walking and napping.  

Maybe I’ll try some short retreats.  It might involve 
worshiping some place where I am not the worship 
leader.  While I don’t know exactly what it will look 
like for me to take more seriously the third 

commandment, I know it is time for me 
to do so.  I am looking forward to the 
opportunity to be renewed, to rest and to 
breathe easier.  I am also confident that 
by taking time to tend to some of my 
deeper needs, I will have more to offer 
to those for whom I care. 

 If you are also experiencing that deep weariness, 
I invite you to make a commitment to yourself to be 
more intentional about honoring the third 
commandment: “Remember the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy.”  Maybe it’s time for you to tend to those 
deeper needs in your life in order that you may be 
renewed, rest and breathe just a little easier. 
 May you be blessed in keeping the Sabbath 
holy. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Pastor’s Message 

I am looking for-
ward to the opportu-
nity to be renewed, to 
rest and to breathe 

easier.   
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Pictures from Calvary’s Closing Services 
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One of the truths about discipleship in the New 
Testament is that it involves both a leaving and a fol-
lowing.  Disciples must leave something behind, and 
then they are free to follow Jesus.  In the call of Peter, 
Andrew, James and John, Jesus sees them working at 
their trade, then calls them from fishing to following 
(Matt. 4).  The ruler finds himself in the same situa-
tion.  He must leave something behind in order to fol-
low Jesus.  Too bad, he is unable to do that.  Luke 
implies that were the ruler less wealthy, he might 
have been able to leave his wealth behind; that the 
more wealth one has, the more likely it is that wealth 
will win in the struggle between the two.  It is harder 
to leave lots of possessions than it is to leave a few 
possessions. 

Jesus said, “How hard it is to enter the kingdom 
of God!  Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to 
enter the kingdom of God (Luke 18).  Since we live 
in a land of such great wealth, we often are uncom-
fortable with these words of Jesus, and try to explain 
them away. 

These passages from the New Testament, 
among many others, stress the threat that money and 
possessions pose to one’s relationship with Jesus.  
The point is not that money itself is evil.  Rather, the 
point is that wealth has a way of luring us to trust in 
it.  Wealth has a way of convincing us to stake our 
future on our accumulation of it.  Wealth has a way of 
tricking us into thinking that without it we are noth-
ing.  When we fall into this trap, we have started 
trusting in something other than Jesus. 

We need to be honest with ourselves about the 
role of wealth in our own lives.  We also need to help 
each other in our congregation to ask tough questions 
about the role of wealth in each of our lives. 

 “Then he told them a parable: The land of a 
rich man produced abundantly.  And he thought to 
himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to 
store my crops?’  Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will 
pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I 

will store all my grain and my goods.  And I will say 
to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up to 
many years; relax, eat, drink, and be merry.’ 

But God said to him, ‘You fool!  This very 
night your life is being demanded of you.  And the 
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’  So it 
is with those who store up treasures for themselves 
but are not rich toward God (Luke 12).” 

We need to recognize that in our society this 
rich man would be considered a very prudent man.  
He has taken his wealth, set it aside to provide for his 
future, and then plans to settle back and enjoy the 
fruits of his labor.  In most communities, he would be 
considered a role model of a successful person, and 
many would be jealous of the amount of time he 
could spend golfing or fishing in the summer and 
traveling south for the winter.  Many would wish to 
emulate him. 

Jesus says that this man has placed his trust in 
the wrong place.  His life may appear quite desirable 
in the present, but we are all just one breath away 
from leaving this world. 

Jesus wants us to have our treasure stored up 
with him.  He wants us to be his disciples.  Jesus 
wants us to know the eternal importance of serving 
God, and not wealth. 

So can we keep all our money and possessions 
that we have accumulated as though they were ours 
alone, and still follow Jesus?  No, that doesn’t work.  
What if we try to follow Jesus, and then allow our 
money and possessions to claim our trust?  No, that 
doesn’t work, either.  What then?  We need to find 
the truth of Jesus’ words, “You cannot serve God and 
wealth” (Luke: 18).  We need to leave behind our 
trust in our money and possessions, and to follow Je-
sus and to heed his commands: “ . . . feed the hungry, 
quench the thirsty, clothe the naked, tend the sick, 
visit the imprisoned, and (for most of us the toughest 
of all) welcome the stranger.” 

“…and the things you have prepared, whose 
will they be?” 

KEEPING AND FOLLOWING DOESN’T WORK; 
 FOLLOWING AND KEEPING DOESN’T WORK.   

HOW DO WE GET IT RIGHT? 
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appreciated from time to time and the job of being a 
father is no exception.  He has been there all through 
your life helping you along the way. 
 Fathers’ Day is about honoring Dad for all that he 

has given and continues to contribute to the family.  
 

Taken from http://fathersday-2010.com/ 

(Continued from page 1) 



 Our scrapbooking club  
meets the third Saturday of each 
month.   
 June’s meeting will be on Sat-
urday the 19th and July’s will be 
on the 10th, from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. at Zion.  Anyone is wel-

come to come and join our club.  You do not need to 
attend every month; we’d be glad to have you join us 
whenever possible.  You do not need to be a member 
of Countryside Ministry either; everyone is welcome.  
Come for an hour or two, or for the whole day.  
Bring your friends!  We are considering planning 
some outings and overnight retreats, so watch for 
details. 
 Nothing will be sold at this event so bring your 
own supplies.  (We do trade and share supplies, 
tools, and ideas.)  You will need to bring your own 
lunch (unless otherwise stated) and beverage.  If you 
have questions about our club, please call Cheryl 
Rasmussen, Cindy Youngquist, or Colleen Palmer.�
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� Prison Ministry is just one of 
the outreach ministries of the 
Countryside Churches.  On the 
second Wednesday of each 
month, three very faithful mem-

bers of the Countryside Ministry join our fellow 
Christians who are behind bars in a unique worship 
service at the Fort Dodge Correctional Facility.  
They would love to take some new faces with them.  
Why not give the gift of your time by joining us at 
this very moving worship experience and see how 
you can make a difference in the life of someone 
behind bars? 
 June’s visit will be on the 9th and July’s visit 
will be on the 14th.  We leave from Zion around 
5:15 p.m. but will make arrangements to pick up 
people in Moorland or meet them in the prison 
parking lot. 
 If you would like to be included in this outreach 
ministry, please call the Countryside Ministry office 
by the Thursday prior to the visit to reserve a spot or 
to ask questions about the visit. ����

What is Prison Ministry? 

�
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Countryside Ministry website: 
www.countrysidecoop.org 

Countryside Worship Times 
Calvary, Barnum 
     1st Sunday at Friendship Haven ............... 10:30 a.m. 
     4th Monday, various members’ homes ...... 7:00 p.m. 
Fulton, Roelyn ................................................. 9:15 a.m. 
UCC/Congregational, Moorland ..................... 8:00 a.m. 
Zion, Gowrie ................................................... 9:30 a.m. 
  .................... also, 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 5:00 p.m. 
 

Countryside Phone Numbers: 
Countryside Ministry Office ........................... 352-3645 
Rev. Jim Davis  
 Office ....................................................... 352-3932 
 Home ....................................................... 352-5261 
Rev. Donald Wahlgren 
 Office ....................................................... 352-3645 
 Home ....................................................... 352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist, Stephen Ministry  
 Office ....................................................... 352-3612 
 Home ....................................................... 352-3798 
 
Countryside E-mail Addresses: 
Countryside Office: ....................... ziongowr@wccta.net 
Rev. Jim Davis: ................................ elca506@wccta.net 
Cindy Youngquist: .............. stephencoop@hotmail.com 

If you have an article or picture that you would 
like to submit for the Countryside Ministry 
newsletter, please send it to the Countryside 
office and we will try to put it in as time and 

space permit. 
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Remember Father’s Day is  
Sunday, June 20. 

/ 


