
United Church of Christ 
 

It was through the initiative of the Talcott & Watson families that the 
Moorland Congregational Church was built. They started as a Sunday 
School in 1885 meeting in a schoolhouse and in the Talcott home in the 
winter. During the spring of 1886 they met in the railroad depot in 
Moorland. Rev. L.L. West from Fort Dodge conducted services every 
other Sunday. In December 1887, twenty-one people became members 
of the Union Congregational Church. A church was built and dedicated in 
1890. Funds for building the church were raised by subscription and 
some missionary aid.  As the church was being built, friends gave so lib-
erally that the building was finished and dedicated free of debt at a cost 
of $1,200. The Women’s Society raised funds for the construction of a 
parsonage. During the years, a basement was put under the church and 
the church has been remodeled twice. In 1929 the south wing was built 
and in 1959 a major improvement was made when classrooms and 
modern entrances were added. In November 1967 the name was 
changed from Congregational Church to United Church of Christ. 
Through the years many articles have been purchased with memorial 
money or given in memory of Loved Ones, which greatly enhance the 
church. In 1997, the 38 members of the church celebrated 110 years as 
a congregation.  

Zion Lutheran Church 
 

The first temple of this congregation was built in 1880. Throughout all its 
years the Gowrie church has been self sustaining and has never been 
obliged to depend upon mission funds to help carry on its work. It has 
sensed deeply the obligation to share with others in the support of many 
missionary and charitable causes at home and abroad. In 1888, the 
Gowrie Congregation gave up several members by way of transfer. The 
individuals were to form the nucleus of another outpost of Lutheran faith 
in the Harcourt area, today known as Faith Lutheran Church. In 1928, 
the congregation broached the subject of a new church building. After a 
period of prayerful study, a unanimous vote determined that the struc-
ture would be built. The first services were held in March 1931. This con-
gregation has been faithful to the traditions of our Lutheran Church in 
that it has always been a singing church. Organists, choir directors and 
choirs have made a rich contribution to the congregational life in provid-
ing churchly music and song. The honor of these many years of service 
to the area is rightly bestowed upon the leaders and clergy we have 
been so fortunate to call to our church family of 645 members. The 
measure of a church’s service to God and to persons within its scope of 
influence is the measure of a church’s worth. 




