
Council Minutes 
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1003 Church Street, PO Box 63, Gowrie, IA  50543 

       Zion Lutheran Church 
Council met May 22, 2007 at 
7:00 p.m.  Present - Ann Albert, 
Beryl Birkland, Pastor Jim, 
Claire Davis, Colleen Palmer, 
Kim Rolfes, and Jeff Petersen.  
Absent - Don Larson and Gary 
Kuhn.  
       Jeff Petersen called the 
meeting to order.   Pastor Jim led 
devotions on "When People Turn 

Against Us." Luke 4:21-30  
        The minutes from the last 
meeting were read. Colleen 
moved to accept the minutes 
from our last meeting and Beryl 
seconded them. Carried.  
        Kim made a motion to 
accept the financial report and 
Ann seconded. Carried.  
 

(Continued on page 2a) 

July 2007 

Zion’s council recently invited 
a few members of our 
congregation to serve on a Long-
Range Planning Team.  The 
Long-Range Planning Team was 
commissioned to: 

1.    Evaluate our current 
ministry regarding its 
effectiveness in realizing 
our vision of Caring for 
All God’s People, One by 
One. 

2.    Determine areas of 
ministry that warrant 
special attention. 

3.    Develop a plan for the 
direction of our ministry 
for the next several years. 

The Long-Range Planning 
Team is comprised of the 
following members: Monte 

Albert, David Anderson, Jennifer 
Carlson, Emma Davis, Megan 
Eastman, Marsha Farnham, Greta 
Jansa, Corrine Jensen, Kris 
N e r e m - L o w e r y ,  P h y l l i s 
Rasmussen and Ruth Elaine 
Sandeen. 
        The Long-Range Planning 
Team is in the initial stages of 
determining a process by which 
they will evaluate, identity and 
plan.  They welcome the input of 
the congregation.  If you have 
ideas or suggestions you would 
like to offer, please contact the 
church office or one of the team 
members.  Also, please 
remember the Long-Range 
Planning Team in your prayers as 
they undertake this vital ministry. 

Zion’s Church Staff 
 

James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor  
                                                  352-3932 
Rod Meyer ..............Pastoral Associate  
                                                  846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
                                                  352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist ... Stephen Ministry 
                                                  352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant 
                                                  352-3645 
Beth Miller ...........Financial Secretary 
                                                  879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ......................Treasurer 
                                                  352-3292 
Cindy McCubbin ................ Custodian 
                                                  352-5225 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
                        Sr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  968-4342 
Shannon & Beth Miller ........................  
                        Jr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  879-2410 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
                                                  352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office: 

ziongowr@wccta.net 
 

Stephen Ministry: 
stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
Website Addresses 

ZION: 
www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 

 
COOPERATIVE: 

www.countrysidecoop.org 
 

Zion’s Council 
 

Don Larson ........................................Chair 

Jeff Petersen ..............................Vice-Chair 

Ann Albert                           Beryl Birkland 

Claire Davis                               Gary Kuhn 

Colleen Palmer                          Kim Rolfes 
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(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 
Team Reports  
F a i t h 
Development - 
Vacation Bible 
School is being 

organized by Jennifer Carlson 
and Kim Sandgren. It will be held 
July 23-26 at Zion.  
Church Property - Gravel has 
been put in the church parking 
lot.  
Caring Team- No Report  
Financial & Memorial- No 
Report  
Long Term Planning - No Report  
Endowed Benevolence Planning - 
$19,000 went out to grant 
recipients and 2 gifts were 
received totaling $15,500.  
Stewardship Team - No Report  
Worship Team - Summer worship 
scheduled has been organized. 

Worship time will be 9:30 
starting June 3.  
 
Old Business  
       The council nominated Mary 
Harklau to serve on the Endowed 
Benevolence Planning Team.  
 
New Business  
       Request from Cheryl Smith 
to have her daughter's (Jeanie 
Smith - member of Faith) 
wedding at Zion on July 28th Jeff 
moved that we allow the wedding 
at Zion and Colleen seconded. 
Carried. (Waived fee for use of 
the church because Jeanie is a 
member of the Cooperative.)  
       Dobson Pipe Organ Builders 
of Lake City sent information on 
repairs we should be considering 
for the organ. The organ is 80+ 
years old. Beryl moved that we 
have Dobson give us an estimate 

Hope Through Prayer 
 

        Many are the plans in a man’s 
heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose 
that prevails.  Proverbs 19:2 
 
        Even though it is often difficult 
for us to pray when we find our-
selves in the middle of great trials, 
that is exactly the time when we 
most need to pray.  Every time we 
pray, whether it feels like it or not, 
we are brought into the very throne-
room of heaven.  Jesus himself ush-
ers our prayers into the presence of 
the Father and that alone assures us 
that they will be heard and an-
swered.  Prayer is a matter of obedi-
ence, but it is also a matter of sur-
vival.  Prayer is the lifeline of the 

soul and we cannot afford to do 
without it.   
       So let us pray to the God who 
hears and answers.  Jesus has prom-
ised he will see to it that our request 
gets God’s personal attention. 
 

—Mary Orness, Chairperson 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
July 
        NO Rachel Circle 
 
 7—Christian Woman Speaks Ra-

dio Program ...........8:30 a.m. 
        KVFD in Fort Dodge 
 

of what it would cost to fully 
service the organ and Ann 
seconded. Carried.  
       Beryl made a motion that we 
appoint Andrea Kuhn to the Zion 
Endowed Benevolence Team. 
Seconded by Ann. Carried.  
       Meeting adjourned with the 
Lord's Prayer.   Next meeting will 
be June 26 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Respectively submitted,  
Kim Rolfes, secretary  

 

  9—Circle Chairmen Meeting at 
Church ................... 9:00 a.m. 

 
12—All Circle Bible Study at 

Church ................... 9:00 a.m. 
        Serving Committee:  Pauline 

Johnson, chr. & Marjorie 
Wahlgren 

 
        Project Day ............1:30 p.m. 
         
August 
  2—All Circle Bible Study at 

Church ...................1:30 p.m. 
        Serving Committee:  Pauline 

Olson, chr. & Colleen Palmer 
 
September 
  12—Twin Lakes Fall Retreat 
         ..............8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 
        Retreat Leader:  Marcia 

(Mueller) Wakeland of Eagle 
River, AL  Registration is $20 
and due to Mary Lind by Au-
gust 25.  

������������	�
����
�
�
�
�

��
����������

Remember to pray for the 2007 
Global Mission Event being 

held July 19-22 in Columbus, 
Ohio, on the Ohio State Univer-

sity Campus.   
For more information see the 

flyer on the library bulletin board. 
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                                                     MAY                        Y.T.D. 
 
    ACTUAL INCOME                10,100.00               64,004.94 
 
    BUDGETED INCOME           13,486.83               67,434.16 
 
    ACTUAL EXPENSES            11,234.42               62,018.64 
 
    BUDGETED EXPENSES       13,261.82               66,309.26 
(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 

Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

CHURCH  L IBRARY  
 

Recent acquisitions for you to enjoy 
this summer include the following: 

 
Bible Study: 
The Everyday Bible—New Century 
Version   
 
Biography: 
Chasing Daylight  

by Eugene O’Kelly 
How forthcoming death trans-
formed my life.  (donated by Chris 
Ransom) 
 
Devotional: 
The Simple Life 

by Wanda Brunstetter 
Devotional thoughts from Amish 
country. 

Fiction:  
The Postcard 

by Beverly Lewis 
 

The Crossroad 
by Beverly Lewis 

 
Blessing in Disguise 

by Lauraine Snelling 
Book 6 in Red River of the North 
Series. 

 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  L IBRARY  

 
Jesus Lives 

by Ron and Lynn Klug 
(copy 2) 
 
        REMINDER to those who have 
checked out books from the Sunday 
School library this past year.  Sev-
eral of these are still overdue.  
Please return them this month so we 
don’t have to send out notices to re-
mind you.  Thank you. 
 

—Marjorie Wahlgren 
Librarian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday School teachers for next 
year. 
  
We are losing some dedicated 
Sunday School teachers to 
graduation and career changes, so 
we will be looking for some new 
recruits.  Please prayerfully con-
sider teaching a class next 
fall.  Let us know if you are inter-
ested. 
  

Shannon and Beth Miller, 
Sunday School Superintendents�
�
�
�
�

       Check out what is new on 
Z ion ’s  webs i te !   www.
countrysidecoop.org/zion  We 
have added the calendar to Zion’s 
website.  Any time you can log on 
to Zion’s website and click on the 
calendar tab on the left side of the 
screen and see what is happening 
at Zion for the week, month, and 
year.  Updates are automatically 
changed, so check out the site of-
ten.  
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 The Countryside 
Ministry’s Youth 
Group will be 
conducting an 
ongoing fund-
raiser this sum-

mer called Money Pot.  This will 
be open not only to the church 
members, but the entire Gowrie 
community.  For only $15 per 
toilet, you can have up to three 
placed on a person's lawn for one 
week, from Sunday to Sunday.  
Contact the church office and 
make arrangements wi th 
Cheryl.  Sorry, toilets will only 
be placed within Gowrie’s city 
limits. 
       You may “pot-proof” your 
lawn for a mere $25, by purchas-

ing “Toilet Prevention Insur-
ance,” but you will want to act 
quickly.  If a toilet is placed, it 
will cost $30 for early re-
moval.  Also, if a person would 
like to put a toilet on a lawn of 
someone who has purchased in-
surance, they can pay double 
($30) to over-ride the insurance 
and have the toilet placed any-
way. 
       If you have questions about 
this fundraiser please contact 
Nick or Lindy Lehman at 968-
4342.  If you have a toilet placed 
on your lawn and do not care to 
support this fundraiser, please 
call the Countryside Ministry of-
fice (352-3645) and it will be 
quickly removed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       A  JOIN HANDS DAY ser-
vice activity will be held Sunday, 
July 1 at 4:00 pm.  Adult and 
youth volunteers are needed to 
help with landscaping upkeep 
around the church.  Supper will be 
provided.  JOIN HANDS DAY is 
a national volunteer effort that 
brings youth and adults together to 
improve communities.  Please join 
members of all ages from the Zion 
Chapter of Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans, Zion Property Commit-
tee and Senior High Youth as we 
make a difference! 

June 2007 Newsletter of  
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin 

Kananen 
ELCA-GM  
missionaries  

serving in Tanzania 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
It is with joy, tears of joys, jumping 
for joy, and joy again (called 
'rejoicing,' I believe) that we share 
with you good news from ELCA- 
GM that our contracts will be re-
newed through June 2010! 
 
We received word of this on Thurs-
day, 14 June. We didn't know we 

could hold our breath for nine days! 
For those who prayed, worried, fret-
ted, anguished, or thought America 
was not ready for us yet, thank you 
for your prayers, cares, and 
thoughts.  We'd almost lost hope 
(Oh Lord, help us in our unbelief!) 
and, suddenly, our thoughts and 
hearts are filled with new plans, di-
rections, and ways to better serve. 
This extension will provide us op-
portunity to educate more, train 
more, prepare more, encourage 
more, enable more, evangelize 
more, exhort more, and empower 
more Tanzanians to better serve in 
their futures. We will begin a transi-
tion process where we will write 
more material and reach out in ways 
we cannot yet imagine. Truly we 

� �

������ 	� ��
 	 say "Thanks be to God!" 
 
A second June 2007 newsletter 
will follow; but, for now, rejoice 
with us! 
 
Love, 
Marvin Kananen and Jean Wahl-
strom, 
Still serving in Tanzania with the 
ELCA-GM 
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        The Western Iowa Synod is 
pleased to announce that Michelle 
Talbott will serve as the implemen-
ter of the Barnabas Uplift poverty-
alleviation program.  Michelle 
comes to us as a recent master’s 
graduate from Iowa State Univer-
sity with a host of wonderful skills 
to jumpstart and implement this vi-
tal program.  Michelle’s approxi-
mately half-time work will be su-
pervised through the synod office 
and will be funded through gener-
ous grants from the Thrivent Finan-
cial for Lutherans Foundation and 
the Endowed Benevolence grant 

program at Zion Lutheran in Gow-
rie.  Michelle’s work will begin 
mid-July.  After a time of program 
initiation, Michelle will be calling 
upon congregations to present and 
educate on the parameters of 
Barnabas Uplift and to seek congre-
gational collaboration as we live out 
the gospel by attending to the needs 
of the poor in our midst.  We ask 
that you warmly welcome Michelle 
as she brings the face and hope of 
Barnabas Uplift to life throughout 
our synod!  Information about the 
Barnabas Uplift program can be 
found at www.barnabasuplift.org.  
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More Thank You’s next month…… 
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       The Gowrie Community Va-
cation Bible School Day Camp 
will be held on July 23 through 
July 26 at Zion Lutheran Church. 
       The VBS theme for the 
week is “Take Courage!”    But 
Jesus immediately said to them: 
Take courage! It is I. Don't be 
afraid. - Matt. 12:27  
Monday: Courage to trust - 
                           Psalm 28:7a  
Tuesday: Courage to forgive -  
                                Eph. 4:32  
Wed.: Courage to speak up -  
                                Acts 4:20  
Thursday: Courage to follow - 
                                Luke 9:23 
       Children entering  preschool 
and kindergarten (ages 4 & 5) are 
asked to attend from 9:00—
11:30 a.m. each day.  Children 
entering grades 1-6 are asked to 
attend from 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

and bring a snack lunch and 
drink each day. 
        Please fill out a registration 
and health history form (enclosed 
in the newsletter) for each child 
attending.  We are asking for $10 
for preschool and kindergarteners 
and $20 for grades 1-6 to help 
cover the cost of the camp.  
Please send your money and reg-
istration form to either church 
office by July 1.  Each family is 
also asked to furnish 1 can of 
juice and two dozen cookies on 
the first day of camp.               
        Anyone willing to house 
counselors from Riverside for the 
week please contact Jen Carlson 
at 352-3222 as soon as possible. 
        We are looking forward to 
another great VBS! 
 

Jen Carlson & Kim Sandgren, 
VBS coordinators 
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Renae Lane 
Pam Kennell 
Angela Kennell 
Jenny Carlson 
Denise Fischer 
  
SEPTEMBER 2 
Mary Larson, chair 
Jean Warren 
Phyllis Rasmussen 
Cindy Youngquist 
Sandy Thoma 
Kathy Peterson 
LuAnn Suchan 
Stacy Suchan 
Patti Bessman 
 

JULY 1 
Kay Miller, chair 
Virginia Amandus 
Beth Miller 
Emily Larson 
Neeley Hanson 
Vicki Mischke 
Delores Hoover 
Janice Hockemier 
Teri McGuire 
Cindy McCubbin 
Ruth Norine   
JULY 8 
Mary Harklau, chair 
Dawn Loseke 
Joyce Hade 
Corrine Jensen 
Brandi Trupe 
Kathleen Johnson 
Renee´ Fevold 
Natalie Fevold 
Zanie Rydman   
JULY 15 
Vicki Anderson, chair 
Irene Christianson 
Dianna Carlson 
Mary Lou Carlson 
Kristin Lowery 
Cindy Fevold 
Kathy Hanson 
Janis Miller 
Karen Monson   
JULY 22—Countryside joint service 
Tami Davis, chair 
Almeda Gordon 
Jo Fevold 
Erin Frahm 
Wanda Hade 
Julie Mosher 
Jen Carlson (Tanner) 
Brooke Field 
Leanne Keith 

Sherill Jorgenson 
JULY 29 
Kim Rolfes, chair 
Jennifer Taylor 
Dorothy Anderson 
Tammara Baade 
Angie Burger(Chad) 
Angela Burger(Tracy) 
Kris Carlson 
Paulette Carlson 
Bertha Youngquist 
  
AUGUST 5 
Andrea Kuhn, chair 
Marsha Farnham 
Christy Carlson (Marty) 
Megan Eastman 
Mary Lind 
Cindy McCormack 
Pat Peterson 
Martha Norine 
Holly Shirbroun 
Tracy Alphs  
 
AUGUST 12 
Sue Anderson, chair 
Greta Jansa 
Jennifer Carlson (Jim W.) 
Donita Johanson 
Chris Breeden 
Stacy Cline 
Sibyl Bauer 
Ann Kruse 
Shelley Nelson 
Kellie Clough 
  
AUGUST 19—CHICKEN DINNER 
Mary Orness, chair 
  
AUGUST 26 
Linda Carlson, chair 
Pauline Johnson 
Brenda Anderson 
Frances Brown 
Colette Bethel 

       Our 2007 Missionary Coffees 
will begin on June 3, following the 
9:30 worship and will continue 
throughout the summer.  The free-
will donations will help support our 
missionaries, Jean Wahlstrom and 
Marvin Kananen, in Tanzania, Af-
rica. 
        All ladies are to help serve; 
please check the serving list for your 
name.  Please bring 2 dozen cookies, 
rolls, donuts, or bars on the day 
scheduled.  If you cannot serve on 

that day, please switch with someone 
and let your chairperson know of the 
change.  Men are welcome to help 
on the serving committees. 
        Chairpersons are the coordina-
tors for each Sunday and are to re-
mind committee members of the 
event.  Chairpersons, please fill out 
the book in the south drawer with 
information on your Sunday. 
 

Thank you!         
Zion Stewardship Team  

Summer Missionary Coffees 

 
 
Pastoral acts since 
our last newsletter: 
 
 
Funerals: 
Dorothy L. Anderson    06/14/2007 
Ernest A. Stewart          06/23/2007 
 
Baptisms: 
Jayden Lee Johnson      06/03/2007 
Joshua Johnson             06/03/2007 

� ������� �
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      4                   Tyler Rasmussen 
    10            Nik & Laurie Telleen 
    17                     Holly Shirbroun 
    18                Loretta Youngquist 

    20                           Bob Gordon 
    23                            Ned Palmer 

*  Zion is in need of more members to sign up for “Missionary for a 
Day.”  All you need to do is sign your name next to a date on the 
Missionary Calendar in the library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to 
whatever amount you wish to give. 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
   1                               Ruth Nellis 
                                 Justin Nordin 
   2                       Rachel Mischke 
   4                      Tyler Rasmussen 
                                Heath Telleen 
   5                               Ray Norine 
   6                                Don Watts 
   7                               Jill Colpitts 
                             Ruth Fridolfson 
   8                              Carla Kamp 
   9                           Gwen Palmer 
10                             Tracy Burger 
11                             Wanda Hade 
                               Kathy Hanson 
                          Bryce Rasmussen 
                              Carson Suchan 
12                     Sherrill Jorgensen 
13                           Tammy Baade 
                            Matthew Fevold 
                                    Brian Lane 
                                 Sue Peterson 
14                            Jenna Carlson 
                                  Janet Nordin 
                             Matthew Picard 
                         Roslyn Vinchattle 
15                     Mary Lou Carlson 

16                             Chad Burger 
                                  Mike Fisher 
                              Pete Jorgensen 
                              Amber Mosher 
17                            Jerry Carlson 
                            Holly Shirbroun 
                                 Andy Taylor 
18                               Arron Ware 
                       Loretta Youngquist 
20                             Alexa Beach 
                                  Bob Gordon 
21                          Sonny Carlson 
                              Dustin Hoover 
22           Jenny (Kennell) Carlson 
                               Randy Nelson 
24                             Chris Fevold 
                                   Ned Palmer 
25                           Brady Hanson 
                                  June Urelius 
26                             John Kennell 
27                            Blaine Bethel 
                                  Callin Ferry 
                                Brie McGuire 
28                                   Jodi Will 
29                               Seth Fevold 
                                  Kaden Kraft 

GREETERS 
 

  1                    Dick & Pauline Johnson 
Ned & Colleen Palmer 

  8                           Evan & Jon Telleen 
Lonnie & Paulette Carlson 

15                             Dale & Kay Miller 
                           Alan & Kellie Clough 
22                     Steve & Ruthann Mohr 

Everett & Joyce Hade 
29                  Virgil & Marsha Goodale 
                        Bud & Donita Johanson 

 
Ellis Harklau 

Greg Anderson 
Ryan Larson 

Kenneth Pedersen 
Bob Sease 

Adam Niemier 
 

      
 1             Bruce Towne 
 8             Andrea Kuhn 
15          Katie Albright 
22             Russ Norine 
29      Marsha Farnham 

 
 
 

GOWRIE   
CARE 

CENTER 
 
       
   1                           Dick & Ruby Phillips 
 15                    Don & Phyllis Rasmussen 
 29                             Greg & Kris Carlson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Colleen Palmer & Beryl Birkland 

JULY 
CHURCH DUTIES 
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M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
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