
Council Minutes 

A Publication of Zion Lutheran Church Volume 5 Issue 1 

1003 Church Street, PO Box 63, Gowrie, IA  50543 

       Zion Lutheran Church 
Council met June 26, 2007 at 
7:00 p.m.  Don Larson called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
Members present were: Gary 
Kuhn, Beryl Birkland, Colleen 
Palmer, Claire Davis, Don 
Larson, Kim Rolfes, Jeff 
Petersen and Pastor Jim.  Ann 
Albert was absent. 
       Pastor Jim showed a short 
video on the ELCA World 

Hunger Program.  He reported 
that a member recently gave a 
$5,000 gift to help alleviate 
world hunger. 
        Beryl made a motion to 
accept the minutes as presented.  
Seconded by Colleen.  Carried. 
        Gary Kuhn made a motion 
to accept the financial reports as 
presented.  Seconded by Beryl.  
Carried. 

(Continued on page 2a) 

August 2007 

       It's that time of year when 
summer activities are beginning 
to wind down, vacations have 
been taken, and the school 
supplies line the shelves in our 
local stores.  Yes, it's time to 
start thinking of sending the kids 
back to school.  It's time to 
purchase school clothes and 
supplies.  (While at the 
store why not purchase a few 
extra supplies for Lutheran 
World Relief?  See page 5 for a 
list.)   
       It's also time to start 
thinking about a new Sunday 
School Year.  We are in 
n e e d  o f  s o m e  n e w 
teachers.  Please pray about this 
ministry and see if you can find 
it in your heart to be a teacher 
this year.  Or maybe you know 

someone who would make a 
g r e a t  S u n d a y  S c h o o l 
teacher.  Encourage him or her to 
give Beth Miller a call and teach 
just one quarter. 
        August is also a time for 
some parents to send their 
children off to college for the 
first time.  This can be a very 
difficult time for some parents 
and college students.  Please give 
them a word of encouragement 
when you see them and let them 
k n o w  t h e y  a r e  n o t 
alone.  College students and 
parents, if you would be kind 
enough to give the church office 
or Colleen Palmer your address 
and e-mail we would greatly 
appreciate it so we can keep 
in touch with you and send you 

(Continued on page 6) 

Zion’s Church Staff 
 

James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor  
                                                  352-3932 
Rod Meyer ..............Pastoral Associate  
                                                  846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
                                                  352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist ... Stephen Ministry 
                                                  352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant 
                                                  352-3645 
Beth Miller ...........Financial Secretary 
                                                  879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ......................Treasurer 
                                                  352-3292 
Cindy McCubbin ................ Custodian 
                                                  352-5225 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
                        Sr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  968-4342 
Shannon & Beth Miller ........................  
                        Jr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  879-2410 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
                                                  352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office: 

ziongowr@wccta.net 
 

Stephen Ministry: 
stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
Website Addresses 

ZION: 
www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 

 
COOPERATIVE: 

www.countrysidecoop.org 
 

Zion’s Council 
 

Don Larson ........................................Chair 

Jeff Petersen ..............................Vice-Chair 

Ann Albert                           Beryl Birkland 

Claire Davis                               Gary Kuhn 

Colleen Palmer                          Kim Rolfes 
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(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 
Team Reports  
F a i t h 
Development - 
Vacation Bible 
School planning 

is proceeding on schedule.  VBS 
will be at Zion from July 23–July 
26. 
Church Property - Sunday, July 
1, will be a workday.  Members 
will mulch around the bushes and 
take care of other property 
concerns.  Food will be served 
after the work is completed.
Interviews for custodian are 
going to be held this week.  One 
blue spruce tree needs to be 
checked for mites. 
Caring Team - No report  
Financial & Memorial - No 
report  
Long Term Planning - Pastor Jim 
summarized the work the Long 

Range Planning Team has done 
so far. 
Endowed Benevolence Planning - 
No report  
Stewardship Team - No report  
Worship Team - Cooperative 
Worship services will be Sunday, 
July 22.  Locations and times are 
in the newsletter and bulletin. 
 
Staff Report 
      Pastor Jim reported on 
pastoral activities the past month. 
      Pastor and Cindy were 
presenters at the annual ELCA 
STAR Ministry and Rural 
Ministries conference in St. Peter, 
Minnesota. 
       Claire Davis will be going on 
a Synod Youth Mission trip to 
New Orleans. 
 
Old Business  
       Gary Kuhn made a motion to 
appoint Jim Peterson to the Zion 
Capital Fund Team subject to 

Held Together 
 

        The church is made of many in-
dividual parts:  People.  We are these 
people.  We are many different 
shapes and sizes. 
        God our Father has created us in 
unique ways to serve Him through 
His Church.  Some of us preach, 
some teach, some encourage, some 
support, and some lift up others in 
the faith. 
        Yet the church cannot hold to-
gether without Christ.  He is the glue 
that binds us together and keeps us 
faithful.  Through Christ, God recon-
ciled all things to Himself, including 
us.  Connected in Christ, each of us 
is bound to Him through baptism 

into His life, death and resurrection.  
Through Him who made peace with 
God through His cross, we are 
bound together so the love of God in 
Christ Jesus may be revealed in us. 
 

—Mary Orness, Chairperson 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
August 
        NO Rachel Circle 
 
2—All Circle Bible Study at 

Church ................... 1:30 p.m. 
        Serving Committee:  Pauline 

Olson, chr. & Colleen Palmer 
        Bible Study:  Pastor Jim Davis 

J i m ’ s  accep t an c e  o f  t h e 
appointment.  Seconded by Jeff. 
Carried 
 
New Business  
      A date for the Summer Phone-
athon was set. 
       The council reviewed a list of 
positions for which terms are 
expiring and that need to be filled 
for the 2007 Annual Meeting. 
 
       The meeting adjourned with 
the Lord’s Prayer.  The next 
meeting will be July 24 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Kim Rolfes, secretary 

15—Birthdays at the Gowrie 
Care Center ...........2:30 p.m. 

        Serving Committee:  Esther 
Circle 

 
19—Chicken Dinner Fundraiser 
         ...........10:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m.. 
        Watch the bulletin for more 

details. 
 
 
 
 
September 
12—Twin Lakes Fall Retreat 
         ..............8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 
        Retreat Leader:  Marcia 

(Mueller) Wakeland of Eagle 
River, AL  Registration is $20 
and due to Mary Lind by Au-
gust 25.  
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ATTENTION MUSIC 
GROUPS 

All groups will start rehearsals 
in September.  Watch the 

newsletter for the time and 
dates of your practices. 
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                                                     JUNE                      Y.T.D. 
 
    ACTUAL INCOME                11,188.00               75,192.94 
 
    BUDGETED INCOME           13,486.83               80,920.99 
 
    ACTUAL EXPENSES            18,065.42               80,055.93 
 
    BUDGETED EXPENSES       13,261.82               79,571.08 
 
(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 

Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

CHURCH   
L IBRARY  

 
Recent acquisi-
tions for our li-
brary include 

the following: 
 

Biography: 
My Name Is Child of God… Not 
Those People  

by Julia Dinsmore 
Poems and reflections about first 
hand experiences with living in 
poverty. 
 
Fiction:  
Daughters of Blessing 

by Lauraine Snelling 
Book 2—Sophie’s Dilemma 

 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  L IBRARY  

 
Several books for young children 
were donated by anonymously.  
Thank you. 
 
Wee Sing Bible Songs 

by Pamela Beall and Susan Nipp 

Beginner’s Bible Series (cardboard) 
        Daniel’s Great Adventure 
        David’s Great Adventure 
 
Arch Books Series:   
Old Testament 
The First Brothers 

by Joan Curren 
God Calls Abraham... and You 

by Melinda Busch 
David & Goliath 

by Martha Jander 
New Testament 
Camel’s Hair and Honey 

by Jeff Burkart 
Down Through the Roof 

by Jeff Burkart 
Jesus’ Twelve Disciples 

by Louise Ulmer 
A Surprise in Disguise 

by Jeff Burkart 
My Happy Easter Book 

by Gloria Truitt 
 
        I have copy of the book Three 
Cups of Tea that was previewed in 
the June issue of The Lutheran 
Magazine (p. 34).  If anyone would 
like to borrow it you may contact 
me. 

—Marjorie Wahlgren 
Librarian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday School teachers for next 
year. 
  
We are losing some dedicated 
Sunday School teachers to 
graduation and career changes, so 
we will be looking for some new 
recruits.  Please prayerfully con-
sider teaching a class next 
fall.  Call us at 879-2410 and let 
us know if you are interested. 
  

Shannon and Beth Miller, 
Sunday School Superintendents�

�
�
�
�

        C h e c k 
out what is 
new on 
Zion’s web-
site!  www.
countryside-
c o o p . o r g /

zion  We have added the calendar 
to Zion’s website.  Now you can 
log on to Zion’s website at any 
time and click on the calendar tab 
on the left side of the screen to 
see what is happening at Zion for 
the week, month, and year.  Up-
dates are automatically changed, 
so check out the site often.      
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(The 2nd) June 2007 Newsletter of  
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin Kananen 
ELCA-GM missionaries serving in Tanzania 

 
Let us in all things rejoice! 
 
Dear friends, 
       It's with extra joy that we greet you this cold, dry, 
dusty, winter month of June.  Allow us to briefly restate 
that on the 14th of June, the ELCA-GM informed us that 
they are able to support us in our current mission positions 
through June of 2010.  (We had already announced to them 
that it is our plan to retire at that time.)  We praise God and 
thank you for your generous giving because GM was not 
only able to renew our position, but this year they also 
started several new mission positions here in Tanza-
nia.  Mission is really nothing more than hearts touched by 
the Spirit of God to help make God's Kingdom a reality on 
this earth.  We're glad to be an extension of your desire as 
we pray “thy kingdom come” as we work together to make 
it happen. 
        Much has already been done, but many things remain 
“in- process” and so is our sense of wanting more time to 
do more in the development of this educational ministry. 
Since that announcement, we've already sat over several 
cups of coffee to add to our dream list of what further min-
istry we want to see happen in this place.  This gives us a 
chance to leave the school in better shape; more self-
sustaining.  It is as if the cake is done and these have be-
come the frosting years.  In these coming years we will 
work to reach further, do more, teach more students, and 
build a better foundation for the future (sounds like a cou-
ple of politicians, eh? Perhaps too much watching The 
West Wing).  We are grateful to you, grateful for your 
prayers, and we invite you to share in our joy.  For those 
who wrote a note of encouragement, thank you. 
        Back in 2003 we made a trip up to an area just east of 
the Serengeti and south of the Kenyan (Kenya, from the 
Maasai word 'kinya' means "without trees") border.  The 
most memorable bit of that trip was driving home for eight 
and a half hours before we saw another car.  That's why it's 
called “the bush.”  We visited Lutheran churches.  It's OK 
if the following names don't ring a bell with you; I'll use 
them for those who do know.  We saw the first church Ben-
son built in Malambo, he made it of sticks and mud and it 
was big enough to house the six Christians.  Next to it was 
the block church.  Think of a garage twice as deep that 
would hold 120 worshipers.  But then we worshiped in the 
new church, the third church, a pie- shaped wedge, 64 feet 
across at the back, nearly 90 feet from the  back to the altar 
section (the wall behind the altar measuring only 6 feet 

wide), about 3400 square feet. Roofless.  Over most of the 
area they have tarps spread that billow like ship's sails, and 
they worship there because they are too many to fit in the 
old church. 
        Later in Sonjo we saw a stone church Simonson had 
built; it would have held about ten people.  When he built it 
he knew that the Sonjo would probably tear it down be-
cause the traditional leadership was strongly against Chris-
tianity.  So he made it out of concrete.  They did come to 
tear it down, but the concrete pews, rock altar, and raised 
altar wall would not fall.  I asked him if he had done that on 
purpose and he smiled and nodded.  He knew.  Today they 
want a new church.  Those who try to hang on to their old 
Sonjo gods are out of power, and the Christians are increas-
ing again. The war to defeat the old gods is not over.  
Maybe it never is; we just change their names to Wealth 
and Covetness and Fear, but in this “bush” world the fight 
is less subtle.  The war goes on, but the church is winning.  
It is not an overnight success story, but a success story 
nonetheless. 
        We saw another church that seeks only a concrete 
floor; their church is run by an unpaid evangelist.  In their 
church, the African light pours into the chapel through 
thousands of little holes in the mud walls so, with the pow-
erful African sun seeping in, you get the feeling that you're 
looking up at the stars of creation. From this little church 
they send out thirteen evangelists (including two Maasai 
women) every Sunday to preach in other places of worship. 
We saw other churches built by Hagberg, Rausch, Peterson.  
All the churches are overflowing.  We visited thirteen 
churches, each needing some physical help.  In some areas, 
wooden structures will not work, because termites eat eve-
rything beneath the paint. 
        We met a pastor whose parish is about the size of 
Rhode Island.  He's the pastor with 30 evangelists, and 
many of these evangelists have other evangelists working 
under them.  With him we had the honored Maasai break-
fast that consisted only of deep-fried liver and tea made 
with milk.  We returned after five days and two flat tires.  
In the bush we unexpectedly met two of our former stu-
dents at primary schools who were teaching English.  Eve-
ryone seemed to know about the Maasae Girls School. The 
low point on the trip happened during the service when the 
pastor of the Malambo parish gave me a belt. He put it 
around my waist and uttered these unforgettable words, 
"Oh, my God." The belt was about six inches too short. 
        An underlying reason we were there is because the 
Tanzanian government is about to force up to 65,000 
Maasai and their herds out of the northern end of the 
Ngorongoro Conservation Area and into that area where we 
visited.  There will be conflict and anger.  Perhaps these 

� ��������� 	� 
�� 	
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        Zion’s annual meeting will be  
Sunday, August 26, 2007.  The 
meeting will start at approximately 
10:30 a.m. immediately following 
the worship service.  We will meet 
in the basement and have our mis-
sionary coffee while we work.  
Please bring any questions you may 

have about Zion’s vision with you 
on Sunday, August 26. 
        ATTENTION all committee 
chairs.  Annual meeting reports are 
due in the church office by Friday, 
August 10 at noon.   Please do not 
delay as that only makes more work 
for the church office.  Thank you. 

����������	
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(Continued from page 4) 

Missionaries 

churches can quell some of the frustra-
tion and offer a place of peace.  We 
honor the Lutheran churches and their 
leaders in this area who are trying to 
be proactive, prepared for whatever 
will happen.  My simple-minded and 
inappropriate analogy is to imagine 
what it would be like if everyone from 
Tacoma had to move to Seattle or 
from St. Paul to Minneapolis.  The 
churches need to be there. 
        That was only five days of our 
month.  Currently we have 15 visitors 
staying on campus.  Life feels full and 
full of hope.  We are here for this 
time.  Someday we will leave, but in 
the meantime we will teach, reach out, 
and do as much as we can.  It's the 
least we can do.  We have the example 
of Jesus to follow. 
        This month, on our trip north, we 
saw giraffes, zebra, Grant and Thomp-
son gazelles, dik-diks, silver-backed 
jackals, flamingoes, vervet monkeys, 
baboons, and many new birds (to us). 
At home we saw a hyena (Swahili 
name fisi, with the 'i' sounding like a 
long 'e') and some kind of long, leg-
less, slithery creature whose existence 
I deny. 
        Bless you, and thank you again 
for your presence in our lives.  There 
are many in Tanzania whose lives you 
touch but who you will never have the 
privilege to know and who will never 
have the opportunity to know and to 
thank you.  We thank you for them. 
And the church, that great institution 
that sometimes drives us nuts but will 
carry the generations into the future, 
thanks you.  Life is good and hope 
bountiful. 
 
Love, 
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin Kananen 
ELCA-GM missionaries serving in 
Tanzania 
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      It’s time to be making school 
kits for Lutheran World Relief.  
Please help us make as many 
school kits as possible. 
      Items needed for each kit are:   
� 1 notebook of ruled paper 

approximately 8.5” X 11” 
containing 100-150 sheets, 
or two  70-page notebooks 

� 1 pair blunt scissors 
� 1 12-inch ruler with centi-

meters on one side 
� 1 pencil sharpener 
� 6 new pencils with erasers 
� 1 eraser approximately 2.5 

inches long 
� 12 sheets of construction 

paper in assorted colors 
� 1 box of  8, 16, or 24 cray-

ons 
       Place your contributions in 

the blue plastic container labeled 
for Lutheran World Relief in the 
back of the church.  If you do not 
care to shop, monetary contribu-
tions are welcomed.  You may 
give them to Mary Lind, treas-
urer, or leave them in the church 
office. 

The only certain thing about 
the future is that it will sur-
prise even those who have 

seen farthest into it. 
-E. J. Hobsbawn 

Historian 
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       This is the final month for our 
Summer Missionary Coffees.  Our 
goal for the year is $2,000.00 and 
through July 15 we have raised 
$901.35.  With only 5 Sundays to go 
we have only half the money 
needed.  Please dig DEEPLY into 
your pockets this month and help us 
reach our goal. 
 

Thank you!         
Zion Stewardship Team  

 
AUGUST 5 
Andrea Kuhn, chair 
Marsha Farnham 
Christy Carlson (Marty) 
Megan Eastman 
Mary Lind 
Cindy McCormack 
Pat Peterson 
Martha Norine 
Holly Shirbroun 
Tracy Alphs  
 
AUGUST 12 
Sue Anderson, chair 
Greta Jansa 
Jennifer Carlson (Jim 
W.) 
Donita Johanson 
Chris Breeden 
Stacy Cline 
Sibyl Bauer 
Ann Kruse 
Shelley Nelson 
Kellie Clough 
  
AUGUST 19—CHICKEN DINNER 
Mary Orness, chair 
  
 
 

AUGUST 26 
Linda Carlson, chair 
Pauline Johnson 
Brenda Anderson 
Frances Brown 
Colette Bethel 
Renae Lane 
Pam Kennell 
Angela Kennell 
Jenny Carlson 
Denise Fischer 
  
 
SEPTEMBER 2 
Mary Larson, chair 
Jean Warren 
Phyllis Rasmussen 
Cindy Youngquist 
Sandy Thoma 
Kathy Peterson 
LuAnn Suchan 
Stacy Suchan 
Patti Bessman 

(Continued from page 1) 

Back to School 
words of encouragement throughout 
the year.  Once again this year 
Colleen will be heading up the 
College Fund.  Please contact her if 
you would like to contribute to this 
fund monetarily or by helping bake 
goodies at  d i f ferent  t imes 
throughout the year. 

 
FIRST DAY OF  

SCHOOL PRAYER 
 
Praise to you, God of beginnings, 
for bringing us to another school 
year.  Bless our children on their 
first day of classes as they rejoin old 
friends and makes new ones. 
Make their learning this year 
a joy for them and for their 
classmates.  Keep their school and 
playground free from violence. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RING-A-DING-DONG 
  
     HELP!  Our adult bell group is in 
need of a couple of bell ringers for 
the coming year.  If you would be 
interested in making some wonder-
ful music, some fellowship and fun, 
please strongly consider this oppor-
tunity.  It’s a wonderful way to 
praise the Lord.  This group meets 
on Wednesday nights at 6:30.  Cur-
rent members, I’d appreciate you 
helping with some recruiting.  All 
groups will start practicing in Sep-
tember.  Thank you.   
 

—Colleen�
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More Thank You’s next month... 

Summer Missionary Coffees 
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      2                            Davis Family 
    12                                Gary Kuhn 
    13                         Ilene Lundblad 
    14                  Loretta Youngquist 
    18                         David Peterson 
    20                      Marsha Farnham 

    21             Don & Ann VanHoff 
    23                       Joshua Carlson 
    26                 Krystal Rasmussen 
    27      Lawrence & Barb Nelson 
    28                 Maxine Nordstrom 
    31                           Pat Peterson 

*  Zion is in need of more members to sign up for “Missionary for a 
Day.”  All you need to do is sign your name next to a date on the 
Missionary Calendar in the library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to 
whatever amount you wish to give. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
  

   1                          LeRoy Larson 
                               Steve Peterson 
   2                              Tami Davis 
                                    Steve Hade 
                                 Lisa Hartwig 
   3                  Marilyn McCubbin 
   4                       Tom Rasmussen 
   8                              Scott Zinnel 
   9                            Ava Brunner 
10                                Nash Davis 
12                                Gary Kuhn 
13                      Taylor Warehime 
14                       Katelyn Johnson 
                                    Nate Schill 
17                       Lindsey Johnson 
                                Collin Nordin 
18                          David Peterson 
19                             Greg Carlson 
                                 Tiffany Lane 

20                       Marsha Farnham 
                                     Tim Olson 
                               Scott Peterson 
                                     Don Schill 
22                     Benjamin Carlson 
                              Joshua Carlson 
                          Linda A. Carlson 
                                Ryan Darnell 
                               Gabby Dorsey 
                        Derrek Rasmussen 
23                        Pauline Carlson 
24                       George Kullberg 
                                Teri McGuire 
                                Kellie Welter 
                                       Deb Will 
26                             Haylee Kraft 
                       Krystal Rasmussen 
28                         Darrel Mischke 
                       Maxine Nordstrom 
29                             Erica Burger 
30                    Tracy Hockemeier 
31                                 Jeff Kruse 
                                  Pat Peterson 
 

GREETERS 
 
 

  5                        Jim & LuAnn Suchan 
         Margaret Telleen & Mary Orness 
12                       Chad & Dawn Loseke 

Brandi Trupe & Melanie Larson 
19              Bruce & Cindy McCormack 
                                Don & Jean Larson 
26                     Shannon & Beth Miller 

Loretta Youngquist & Jean Warren 
 

Dan Rasmussen 
Tim Olson 

Dave Anderson 
Jim Carlson 

Gary Carstens 
David & Preston Fevold 

David Shavone 
 

      
 5              Kris Lowrey 
12         David Shavone 
19            Monte Albert 
26           Sue Anderson 

 
 

 
GOWRIE   

CARE 
CENTER 

 
       
        
 12               Wanda Hade & Gary Kaehler 
 26                                           Ned Palmer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colleen Palmer & Beryl Birkland 

AUGUST 
CHURCH DUTIES 
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M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
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