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1003 Church Street, PO Box 63, Gowrie, IA  50543 

   Z i o n 
Lutheran 
C h u r c h 
C o u n c i l 
met July 
24, 2007.  

Don Larson called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m.  Members 
present were: Gary Kuhn, Beryl 
Birkland, Colleen Palmer, Don 
Larson, Kim Rolfes, Claire 
Davis, Jeff Petersen, Ann Albert 
and Pastor Jim. 
       Pastor Jim led devotions 
based on based on the Nooma 
DVD “Today.” 
         Gary made a motion to 
appoint Don Larson as president, 

Jeff Petersen as vice-president 
and Ann Albert as secretary.  
Claire seconded the motion.  
Motion carried. Gary made a 
motion to accept the minutes as 
presented.  Seconded by Colleen.  
Carried. Ann made a motion to 
accept the financial reports as 
presented.  Seconded by Colleen.  
Carried. 
  
Team Reports: 
Faith Development Team: 
· Rally Sunday will be 

September 9. 
·  We still need teachers.  We 

may need to begin to think of 

(Continued on page 2a) 

October 2007 

       Confirmation Sunday for 9th 
grade students will be Sunday, 
November 4, 2007.  Please call 
the church office by October 15, 
2007 if your child is planning on 
being confirmed.  The church 
office would like baptismal dates 
and sponsors’ names to verify 

our records.  Also, prior to 
Confirmation Sunday, please 
return the Partnership Covenant 
that the church office mailed to 
you .   
        Those wishing to be 
confirmed will meet with Pastor 
Jim in October.  Please check 
your letter for dates.  Picture 
forms will be sent home with the 
confirmands at the last meeting 
and need to be returned on the 
4th if you want a picture taken.  
If you have questions contact the 
church office.  

Zion’s Church Staff 
 

James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor  
                                                  352-3932 
Rod Meyer ..............Pastoral Associate  
                                                  846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
                                                  352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist ... Stephen Ministry 
                                                  352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant 
                                                  352-3645 
Beth Miller ...........Financial Secretary 
                                                  879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ......................Treasurer 
                                                  352-3292 
Paul Johnson family ..........Custodians 
                                                  548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
                        Sr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  968-4342 
Shannon & Beth Miller ........................  
                        Jr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  879-2410 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
                                                  352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office: 

ziongowr@wccta.net 
 

Stephen Ministry: 
stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
Website Addresses 

ZION: 
www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 

 
COOPERATIVE: 

www.countrysidecoop.org 
 

Zion’s Council 
 

Don Larson ........................................Chair 

Jeff Petersen ..............................Vice-Chair 

Ann Albert                           Beryl Birkland 

Claire Davis                               Gary Kuhn 

Colleen Palmer                          Kim Rolfes 
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(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 

an alternative to a traditional 
model for Sunday school. 

·  There was d iscuss ion 
regarding the “Baptism 
Covenant” that parents sign 
when they have children 
baptized. 

 
Church Property Team: 
·     A sump pump needed to be 

replaced.  The elevator is 
working. 

 
Long Range Planning Team: 
·     Progress on long range 

planning continues. 
 
Zion Endowed Benevolence 
Team: 
·     The Zion Endowed 

Benevolence Team will be 
hosting a “Leave a Legacy” 
event on October 21. 

 
Stewardship Team: 
·    Work on the Summer Phone-

athon is continuing. 
 
Worship Team: 
· We will begin to use the 

LBW again on September 16. 
  
Staff Report: 
·     Pastor Jim reported on the 

revision of the Cooperative 
Ministry Agreement. 

·    Pastor will be taking a unit of 
Clinical Pastoral Education 
this fall.  Gary made a motion 
to pay $350 for Continuing 
Educat ion for  Pastor .  
Seconded by Jeff.  Motion 
carried. 

·  Pastor reported on a need to 
ev a l u a t e  o u r  cu r ren t 
committee/team structure.  He 
will provide a report for the 
next council meeting. 

 

Forgiveness & Resurrection 
 

        My Son, your sins are for-
given.—Mark 2:5 
        Embedded within the forgive-
ness of sins is the promise of the 
resurrection.  Where sin’s grip is 
broken by the forgiving words of 
Jesus, there death loses its hold.  
The wages of sin is death, but when 
God removes sin, then there is life.  
Jesus is the one who has carried our 
sin to the cross.  By His rising from 
the grave, He has declared His vic-
tory over sin. 
        Think of that this coming Sun-
day as you hear your pastor declare 
to you the same thing:  “Your sins 
are forgiven.” 

       Thank You, Lord Jesus, for the 
freeing gift of forgiveness.   Amen. 
 

—Mary Orness, Chairperson 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
October 
 
 3—Bible Briefing .........10:00 a.m. 
        Rachel Circle ...........7:00 p.m. 
        Tami Davis Hostess & Bible 
         ....................................... Study 
 4—Dorcas Circle ...........9:00 a.m. 
        Hostess:  ....  Virginia Amandus 
        Bible Std.: .Marjorie Wahlgren 
        Esther Circle ............9:00 a.m. 
        Hostess: .........Donita Johanson 
        Bible Study ............ Kay Miller 

Old Business: 
·    Pastor wi l l  be of fering 

confirmation programming on 
Wednesday evenings this fall. 

 
New Business: 
·     Organ repairs were discussed.  

Claire made a motion to form 
an Organ Committee consisting 
of Claire Davis, Colleen Palmer 
and Gary Kuhn to explore 
options.  Gary seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried. 

·    Gary and Kim will report on 
updates that may be needed in 
the parsonage. 

· A date will be set for the 
council dinner. 

  
The meeting was adjourned with 
the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The next meeting will be September 
25 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Ann Albert, secretary 

 4— Martha Circle  ......... 1:30 p.m. 
       Hostess: .................Joyce Hade 

       at church 
        Bible Study: ........ Mary Orness 
11—Dayton Oaks Retreat 
        .................................. 9:00 a.m. 
       Rachel & Dorcas Circles 
13—Cluster 8 Meeting @ Webster  
       City ........................... 9:00 a.m. 
       leave church at 8:15 a.m. 
17—Birthdays at Gowrie Care  
       Center ...................... 2:30 p.m. 
18—Project Day ............. 1:30 p.m. 
27—Christian Woman Speaks 
       KVFD Radio ............ 8:30 a.m. 
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                                                     AUGUST                Y.T.D. 
 
    ACTUAL INCOME                10,182.50             100,125.21 
 
    BUDGETED INCOME           13,486.83             107,894.65 
 
    ACTUAL EXPENSES            13,295.02             105,690.28 
 
    BUDGETED EXPENSES       13,261.82             106,094.72 
 
(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 

Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

CHURCH   
L IBRARY  

 
Recent acquisitions to our 
library include several do-
nations for which we are 
grateful. 
 

Fiction:  
Brides of Lancaster Co. Series 

by Wanda Brunstetter 
Book 1—A Merry Heart 
Book 3—Plain and Fancy 
 
Breaking Free 

by Lauraine Snelling 
 

Home and Family: 
Too Small to Ignore  

by Dr. Wess Stafford 
 
Inspiration:  
Roses in December  

by Marilyn Heavilin 
Dealing with Loss and Grief 
 
Several used hymnals and devo-
tional reading books were donated 
from Ruth Gross and Amanda 
Anderson.  Some are in Swedish. 
 
The Hymnal and Order of Service 

Former Augustana Lutheran 
Synod—1925 
 
Service Book and Hymnal (Red 
Book—2 copies)  
 
Lutheran Church in America—1958 
The Junior Hymnal 
Augustana Book Concern—1928 
 
Swedish Hymnals: 
Lutherforbundets Saangbook 
Augustana Book Concern—1913 
(front half in Swedish, back half in 
English) 
 
Koralbok—Svenske Psalm-Boken 
2 copies Augustana Book Con-
cern—1819 (Divided pages—top 
half hymns, lower half prayers and 
scripture readings) 
 
Korsbaneret—Kristlig Kalendar-
1926 

By C. A. Lindvall 
 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  L IBRARY  
 

Calming the Storm 
(Sing a Story) for young children 
 
REMINDER:  We are still waiting 
for several books that have been 
checked out of this library to be re-
turned.  Please check your chil-

dren’s home collection for any 
that may be stamped with Zion 
Sunday School in them.  Thank 
you. 

—Marjorie Wahlgren 
Librarian 

       Rally Sunday was held on 
September 9th with a worship ser-
vice designed just for kids.  We 
had Elayne Elm give the message 
with the help of some of her pup-
pets.  They included "Grandpa," a 
dog, "Iowa Cowboy," and Uncle 
Sam.  The service also included 
songs led by Brie McGuire, 
Emma Davis, and Travis Ness. 
The Sunday School teachers and 
helpers were installed and a bless-
ing was given to the children by 
their parents.  
       After the service, we served a 
meal downstairs for the families 
and games for all to play.  We 
held a drawing for 3 different age 
groups.  The winners were 
Ramona Thompson—a Wal-Mart 
Gift Certificate, Jaden Cline—a 
Game Stop Gift Certificate, and 
Taylor Clough—an Ipod Shuffle.  
       A very special thank you to 
Beryl Birkland for grilling the 
hamburgers, to Kris Lowery for 
the games, the prizes, and all of 
her organization, and to Brie 
McGuire, Travis Ness, and Claire 
and Emma Davis for helping with 
the games and during the service.  
       We are very excited about the 
Sunday School year starting and 
we have a great group of teachers. 
We do need a few helpers for pre-
school yet if anyone is interested.  
 

—Beth & Shannon Miller, 
Superintendents 
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August 2007 Newsletter of  
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin Kananen 
ELCA-GM missionaries serving in Tanzania 

 
Greetings,  
        This is the August newsletter; everyone is waiting 
to hear what happened to Nawasa, the eight year old 
bride taken from her husband last month.  Well, noth-
ing.  There is a lull in her situation; things remain  
status quo for her.  The families remain indignant that 
the government and church would dare to interfere 
with their cultural rights and heritage of exchanging 
females for cows; the government and the church re-
main unmoved by their pleas for justice. 
        Meanwhile, Nawasa is blooming!  A few weeks 
ago there could be no eye contact with her, only the 
groveling humility of her asking, without words, to be 
left alone unnoticed.  But she's slowly unfolding.  The 
Maasae Girls’ teachers (graduates of MGLSS and 
higher education) take her with them to class, to 
chapel, wherever.  Nawasa is never left alone.  At first 
she obediently followed four paces behind, head 
down, being submissive.  Two weeks ago we looked 
out our kitchen window and saw her going up to cam-
pus with one of our teachers, but this time the teacher 
was a half-dozen steps behind and Nawasa was lead-
ing the way, head up, eager!  Expect that to be a way 
of life for her.  She is safe now; she has hope unimag-
inable a month ago.  And while we wonder if we 
ought to give a word of thanks to her aunt and uncle 
who traded her away, we don't think we'll ever let 
them know how God has taken their selfish intent and 
made beauty. 
        Beauty.  We are so grateful to be here in Africa, 
in the lives of these young women.  And again, as 
ever, we are mindful of your role in our lives and, 
therefore, in their lives.  THANK YOU!!! 
        Believe me, we will keep you posted on Nawasa.  
She is in good hands.  She has the government to sup-
port and defend her and our teachers to love and care 
for her.  Come to think of it, she probably has it better 
than most of us do.  Thanks for the offers to help. 
        Jean had a first-time-ever event here.  On Sunday, 
5 August, for the first time in nine years, Jean was able 
to sit in the pew section of the church during the entire 
service while Neema Ndooki (the Rev.) did the liturgy 
and Daniel Kosia preached.  I thought it was a good 

time for Jean to learn how incredibly uncomfortable a 
plank pew can be for a two hour plus service.  But 
then, before the service, as she was leaving the house, 
she grabbed a pillow upon which to sit.  I thought, 
"My God, I married a bright one." It was not the first 
time I had that thought.   
        We are having our ninth Form Four graduation on 
September 23rd.   Our seventh Form Six graduation 
will be January 20th, 2008.  About two weeks after 
their graduations, both the Form IV and Form VI 
classes enter into their final exams, the Nationals.  
That may seem a little strange, but to graduate you do 
not have to pass your exams; the purpose of the exams 
is to see if you can advance.  So it is possible for a stu-
dent to graduate and never take the tests.  Now, there 
is a thought that I wish might occur to a few of them.  
It doesn't, but sometimes I wish it would.  There are a 
few students who are praying to God to give them the 
wisdom to pass the exams and, it seems, have decided 
that if they rely on Him they don't have to study.  It's 
always seemed to us that it was easier for God to 
change someone's course of life when they were walk-
ing rather than sitting, waiting for direction.  If you 
sponsor one of these Form Four or Six students, do 
drop her a note of encouragement.   
        In accordance with our graduation, it is the time 
of the year when our 2007 Form 6 graduates start get-
ting accepted into some form of higher education be-
yond MGLSS.  We have a graduate accepted into 
Machame Clinical Officers' Training (a Lutheran 
school near Moshi) for whom we have no sponsorship.  
It is a three year course.  Our student will be con-
tracted to work with Selian Lutheran Hospital after 
graduation.  It is truly an honor to be accepted into the 
program.  The cost is about $1,100 each year.  This 
student has been physically challenged for her whole 
education experience, having lost her left eye acciden-
tally (to a thorn) as a child.  Let me know if any of 
you, individuals or churches, are able and willing to 
help. 
        There will be other students coming for help, even 
while we are gone when we will not be able to send 
out official news.  We might need to put out a call for 
further help.  Please pray for these young women at 
this stage of their lives.  Many are on the verge of 
panic at this very stressful time.   Now, too late, is 
when their idealism is meeting the reality that there 
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(Continued from page 4) 

Missionaries 
really is strong competition for ac-
ceptance and what it means to have 
a lack of funding. 
        Several of you have asked 
about helping a male Maasai stu-
dent: here's a challenge, perhaps 
for a men's breakfast group or Lu-
theran Men in Mission group.  We 
have a fine young man who has 
completed his first year of a three 
year program at Tumaini Univer-
sity in Iringa, studying for a Bache-
lor Degree in journalism.  His fam-
ily has provided for the first year 
but is now facing other problems 
and are unable to pay all.  The total 
cost is about $2,800 for each of the 
remaining two years.  The family 
can pay some but any help would 
be greatly appreciated.  The young 
man is willing to correspond by e-
mail and, being a journalism stu-
dent, is articulate.  Let me know if 
any are interested and we'll give 
you more details.   
        This month we are also re-
questing special prayer for our 
Head of School as she leads the re-
cruitment process for this year's 
new class of in-coming students in 
mid-September for their Pre- Form 
One preparation.  May those se-
lected be blessed with an apprecia-
tion of the opportunity that a Chris-
tian education can provide. 
         
        The Lord bless you, your min-
istries, work, family, relationships, 
and life, 
Love, 
Marvin Kananen and Jean Wahl-
strom  
ELCA-GM missionaries serving in 
Tanzania  
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        Thank you to all who have donated to this fund for the college stu-
dents. I really appreciate it.  The following are those I have on my list 
for our college students.  If I have missed someone, please let me know. 
  
Matthew Fevold, Sarah Fevold, Shelby Fevold, Stef Anderson, Krystal 
Rasmussen, Jocelyn Anderson, Ashley McCubbin, Kyle Kruse, Susan 
Petersen, Ashley Thompson, Matt Schill, Natalie Petersen, Katie Peter-
sen, Megan Thompson, Nicole Thompson, Seth Fevold, Kirstin Towne, 
Danielle Peterson, Molly Peterson, Tyler McCubbin, Scott Palmer, Ty-
ler Rasmussen, Rebecca Fevold, Nick Carlson, Andrew Summers, Dylan 
Nelson-Sease, Trent Nelson, Arron Ware, & Ryan Darnell. 
 
        Last year I got them $5 gift certificates from Applebee's, snack 
boxes before Christmas that included snack mix, M&M bars, hot choco-
late mix, candy bars and candy, and then Dairy Queen gift certificates. 
The postage on the snack boxes is the killer.  Most of them are $4.20 to 
send.  The total that I have in receipts is $328.17.  So, you understand 
why I appreciate some help with this.  If any of you have suggestions on 
how to do this better, please feel free to talk to me.  In November, I 
would like some help making some snack mix and/or bars.  Thank you 
so much! 

—Colleen Palmer 
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       It’s been wonderful getting 
back together with all of you.  I 
love making music together 
praising our Lord. 
       Please continue to check the 
newsletter and bulletins for the 
schedule.  It’s the easiest way for 
me to communicate with so many 
people.  Thanks for your coopera-
tion. 
 

BEGINNERS & 
SONSHINE BELLS 

 
       WOW!  We have 7 new be-
ginners!!!  We will always accept 
more people.  We will have two 
tremendous groups of ringers, 
I’m sure.  Thanks to Claire for 
helping me this year. 
 
Oct. 3  ...both groups after school 
            ......................Becca snack 
      10  .......Sonshine after school 
            .................. Roselyn snack 
      17  ..... Beginners after school 
             .................. Maggie snack 
      24  ...both groups after school 
            ..................... Olivia snack 
      31  ...both groups after school 
            ....................... Allie snack 

 
 

MORNING GLORY BELLS 
 

          We will practice every 
Sunday in October.  If you cannot 
be there, please have a substitute 
as it is so hard to play without 
people there.  WE WILL PLAY 
IN CHURCH ON THE 28TH. 
           

  VESPER RINGERS 
 

       You are going to get a few 
weeks off.  Hope this helps with 
the farming season.  We will be-
gin practices again on the 24th of 
October.  That will give us 
enough time to get ready for the 
November song. 
        
 

SR. CHOIR 
       Thank you so much for com-
ing in September.  You did a 
great job.  Our next Sunday to 
practice and sing in church will 
be on October 21.  In the mean-
time, think of someone you could 
ask to join us.  There are several 
high school students who sing in 
the choir at school.  See if they 
could participate.  I LOVE it 
when the choir loft is full.  
 

—Colleen 

Pastoral acts since 
our last newsletter: 
 
 
 
 
Funerals: 
Kent Moustgard                 9/4/2007 
 
Weddings: 
Jill Palmer/ 
Lee White                           9/8/2007 

        The Iowa Department of Elder 
Affairs and the Legal Hotline for 
Older Iowans is hosting a series of 
free seminars on October 2, 16, and 
23 at the Humboldt Public Library 
starting at 1:00 p.m. each day and 
ending around 3:30 p.m.  The semi-
nars will provide older Iowans and 
their caregivers with valuable infor-
mation to protect their rights and 
limited resources.  Pre-registration 
(at least 10 day prior to each day) is 
required to ensure there will be 
enough materials.   
        For more information or a regis-
tration form please contact Cindy 
Youngquist 352-3612.                       
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THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 
THANK YOU! - To all who 
helped with being song leaders 
this summer and to all who pro-
vided special music, we truly ap-
preciated your time and talents!  
 

The Worship Team 

Zion’s Music Makers 
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      5                              Jean Larson 
      8                            Davis Family 
    12                    Cheryl Rasmussen 
    14                      Lawrence Nelson 
    21                   Loretta Youngquist 
    31                            Davis Family 

         

*  Zion is in need of more members to sign up for “Missionary for a Day.”  
All you need to do is sign your name next to a date on the Missionary Cal-
endar in the library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount you 
wish to give. 

   1                              Julia Fevold 
   3                               Robert Sell 
                                Cheryl Meyer 
                                Tyler Colpitts 
   4                             Myles Davis 
                            Megan Peterson 
   5                              Jean Larson 
   7                               Tom Schill 
   8                                Ken Buske 
                              Ashley Vought 
   9                         Greg Anderson 
                                 Jayden Cline 
10                             Max Carlson 
                                Dick Johnson 
                             Myrtle Peterson 
11                           Karli Grosline 
                             Shannon Miller 
12                            Chad Carlson 
                        Cheryl Rasmussen 
13                                Josh Zinnel 
14                              Jerry Brown 
                                Jared Carlson 
                                    Amy Davis 
                          Lawrence Nelson 
15                              Chase Kamp 
                         Ashley Thompson 
                               Mariah Welter 
16                      Paul Johnson, Sr. 
                                  Jim Peterson 
                                 Kevan Smith 
17                       Elizabeth Stanek 
19                      Ethan Rasmussen 
20                           Dean Rydman 
                               Leigh Weipert 

21                            Noah Heggen 
22                              Brian Buske 
                             Andy Cockrum 
                                Rachel Schill 
23                              Tom Larson 
                                     Steve Will 
24                             Ivan Hudson 
                                     Bob Schill 
25                               Jen Carlson 
                                 Ryan Larson 
26                         Meredee Baade 
                              Renee’ Fevold 
                                  Gary Welter 
27                            Rita Peterson 
28                   Cindy McCormack 
                                Korryn Mohr 
                           Tyler Thompson 
29                   Jeanne Bloomquist 
30                              Mike Buske 
                                   Dan Nordin 
                                  Matt Nordin 
31                      Brenda Anderson 
                                    Paul Buske 
                                 Austin Davis 
                                Vicki Hansen 
                                 Erica Nordin 
                                    Allie Schill 

 
GREETERS 

 
  7     Marleen Fevold & Kathy Hanson 
           Doug Bloomquist & Shirley Erb 
14                     David & Sharon Fevold 
                            Dick & Ruby Phillips 
21                  David & Trena Anderson 

Ruth Sandeen & Dorothy Carlon 
28                         Greg & Kris Carlson 

Greg & Sue Anderson 
 

   
Chris Fevold 
Bob Schill 
Lonnie Carlson 
Jeff Kruse 
Merlyn Jensen 
Tanner & Tristan Miller 

 
 
      

  7           Laurie Towne 
 14            Mary Larson 
 21      Katelyn Johnson 
 28             Don Larson 

 
 

GOWRIE   
CARE 

CENTER 
 
       
        
   7                                        Pauline Olson 
 21                    Beryl & Marilyn Birkland 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don Larson & Ann Albert 

OCTOBER 
CHURCH DUTIES 
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M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
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