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   Z i o n 
Lutheran 
C h u r c h 
C o u n c i l 
met at 
7:00 p.m. 

on September 25, 2007.  Don 
Larson called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
Members present were Colleen 
Palmer, Don Larson, Ann Albert, 
Claire Davis, Jeff Peterson, Beryl 
Birkland and Pastor Jim. 
  
Pastor Jim led devotions on the 
meaning of the cross.  Ann 
Albert moved to accept the 
minutes as presented.  Colleen 
seconded .  Carried. 
 Beryl moved to accept the 

f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t s  a s 
presented.  Jeff seconded. 
Carried. 
  
Team Reports: 
Faith Development Team: 

· We are evaluating the 
o rgan iza t ion  o f  the 
program. 

· Sr. High Youth got started. 
Church Property Team: 

· No report. 
  
Caring Team: 

· No report. 
 

Finance and Memorial Team: 
· Coop budget approved  
     Sept 24. 

(Continued on page 2a) 
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  God’s Christmas 
Rainbow is the 
theme for this 
year’s Sunday 
School Christmas 
program which 
will be held on 

Sunday, December 16, during the 
worship service.  All Sunday 
School children in preschool 
through 6th grade are asked to 
participate.  Following the 
Christmas program the Sons of 
the American Legion will once 

again be hosting their annual 
brunch fundraiser. 
        Practices for the Christmas 
program will be on Sunday 
afternoons starting on Sunday, 
November 4.  Practices will be 
from 3:00—4:00 p.m. and will 
continue each Sunday through 
December 9.   
        If anyone is interested in 
helping with the program or has 
questions regarding the program 
please call Jennifer Carlson at 
352-3685. 

Zion’s Church Staff 
 

James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor  
                                                  352-3932 
Rod Meyer ..............Pastoral Associate  
                                                  846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
                                                  352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist ... Stephen Ministry 
                                                  352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant 
                                                  352-3645 
Beth Miller ...........Financial Secretary 
                                                  879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ......................Treasurer 
                                                  352-3292 
Paul Johnson family ..........Custodians 
                                                  548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
                        Sr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  968-4342 
Shannon & Beth Miller ........................  
                        Jr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  879-2410 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
                                                  352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office: 

ziongowr@wccta.net 
 

Stephen Ministry: 
stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
Website Addresses 

ZION: 
www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 

 
COOPERATIVE: 

www.countrysidecoop.org 
 

Zion’s Council 
 

Don Larson ........................................Chair 

Jeff Petersen ..............................Vice-Chair 

Ann Albert                           Beryl Birkland 

Claire Davis                               Gary Kuhn 

Colleen Palmer                          Kim Rolfes 
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(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 

· Zion’s budget will be 
prepared next month. 

  
Long Range Planning Team: 

· Continues to meet. 
  

Endowed Benevolence Team: 
· Legacy workshop at church 

Oct. 21. 
  

Stewardship Team:  
· No Report. 
  

Worship Team: 
· Part of the organ broke.  

Dave Carlon fixed it. 
 

Staff Report: 
· Pastor Jim reported on the 

updating of the Coop 
Ministry agreement. 

· Count rys ide Min is t ry 
council approved the 
donation of $1,000 to the 

Leslee Mogensen benefit. 
· Developed a process for 

termination of minister and 
staff. 

· Fall Convocation for 
Pas tors—St ra t fo rd  & 
Fontanelle are considering 
leaving the ELCA. 

· 2009 Social Statement 
coming forth—21 Bishops 
supported restraint in 
disciplining gay/lesbian 
pastors in monogamous 
relationships. 

· SWIM – New Coop in 
Kimballton area.  

· Rober t  Buschkemper 
r e t i r i n g — E L C A 
approached 3 Iowa Synods 
& colleges for $10,000 to 
fund his replacement. 

· Synod Youth Ministry 
events: 

          Jr & Sr. High Youth 
          Gatherings. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
FAITHFUL ATTENDANCE  

FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

PRESCHOOL  
Shaylin Carlson  
Sydney Carlson  

Morgan Farnham  
Jenna Hanson  
Madison Lane  

Zach Thompson  
Haylee Welter  

 
KINDERGARTEN  

Chase Kamp  
Carter Lane  

Lincoln Miller  
 

1ST & 2ND GRADE  
Samantha Alphs  

Ben Carlson  
Max Davis  

Ivan Hudson  
Colton Kamp  

Bryce Rasmussen  
Colton Rasmussen  
Ramona Thompson  

 
3RD & 4TH GRADE  

Kenly Clough  
Myles Davis  
Justin Alphs  
Allie Carlon  
Josh Carlson  

 
5TH & 6TH GRADE  

Zach Baade  
Katie Clough  
Olivia Hanson  
Vincent Hayek  

New Business: 
· Don Larson received a letter 

from Lutheran Lakeside 
Camp requesting 2 delegates 
for the annual meeting 
October 14. 

· U of Iowa Hospital & Clinic 
wants donations for the 
L u t h e r a n  C h a p l a i n c y 
Outreach program. 

· Pastor Jim said the Lutheran 
Resource Center wants $200 
for membership, of which the 
Synod w i l l  re imburse 
$134.30.  Jeff moved to pay 
$200. Colleen seconded.  
Motion carried. 

  
Adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.  
Next meeting will be October 23. 
 

Ann Albert, Secretary 

Maria Towne  
 

7TH & 8TH GRADE  
Chelsea Anderson  

Nick Carlson  
Taylor Clough  
Austin Davis  
Holden Miller  
Gabe Olson  

Elizabeth Welter 

���������������� 		

ATTENTION!!! 
 

There will be a congregational 
meeting immediately follow-
ing worship on November 11 
to consider approval of fund-
ing for a plan to remodel the 
parsonage kitchen.  Please 
plan to attend. 
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                                                     September              Y.T.D. 
 
    ACTUAL INCOME                14,668.00             114,793.21 
 
    BUDGETED INCOME           13,486.83             121,381.48 
 
    ACTUAL EXPENSES            12,614.23             118,304.51 
 
    BUDGETED EXPENSES       13,261.82             119,356.54 
 
(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 

Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

For You 
 

        Let a person examine himself, 
then, and so eat of the bread and 
drink of the cup.—1 Corinthians 
11:28 
 
        How are we to eat and drink at 
the Lord’s Table?  The Savior in-
vites us to no ordinary meal.  Eti-
quette at His table is not deter-
mined by Miss Manners, but by the 
Lord whose death is proclaimed in 
the Sacrament.  Our behavior be-
fore the Lord’s altar is dictated by 
the gifts that are present and given 
here—the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ. 
        So Paul tells us to examine 
ourselves.  Elsewhere he says, 
“Examine yourselves, to see 
whether you are in the faith.”  Self-
examination leads a Christian to 
ask, “Whose words am I trusting as 

I come to the Sacrament?” 
       All who come to eat and drink 
in the Sacrament partake of the 
Lord’s body and blood.  Faith in 
Christ’s promise is the only way to 
receive the sacrament worthily.  
Those who come in unbelief or 
doubt also eat and drink His body 
and blood, but to their judgment.  
Faith lays hold of Jesus’ words, so 
we eat and drink His body and 
blood trusting in His promise that 
the body and blood sacrificed on 
the cross are given into our mouths 
for the forgiveness of our sins.  
Other preparations, like fasting, can 
be helpful customs, but it is faith 
alone that makes us worthy of His 
gift. 
       I come, O Savior, to Your ta-
ble trusting only in Your promises.  
Amen. 
 

—Mary Orness, Chairperson 

Upcoming Events 
 
October 
 
31—Bible Briefing ........10:00 a.m. 
 
November 
  1—Dorcas & Esther Circle ......... 
        ...................9:00 a.m. at church 
       Hostess:  ..........  Jean Larson & 

             Dorothy Carlon 
       Bible Study: ....Colleen Palmer 
       Martha Circle ......................... 
        ........ 1:30 p.m. at Senior Suites 
       Hostess: .....Maxine Nordstrom 
       Bible Study: ........... Mary Lind 
  7—Rachel Circle .......... 7:00 p.m. 
       Hostess .............. Sandy Thoma 
       Bible Study ..........Pam Kennell 
  8—Project Day ............. 1:30 p.m. 
18—Thank Offering Service 
28—Bingo at Gowrie Care  
       Center .......................2:30 a.m. 

      Martha Circle in charge 

ZION 'S VISION : 
CARING  FOR ALL  
GOD’S PEOPLE, 
ONE BY ONE 
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ZION 'S MISSION IS TO CARE BY:
     REACHING OUT TO OTHERS 

         BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS 
IN A CHRIST-CENTERED 
COMMUNITY  

         EMPOWERING TO SERVE 
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October 2007 Newsletter of  
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin Kananen 
ELCA-GM missionaries serving in Tanzania 

Dear October friends,  
        One of the things that is terribly difficult and 
sometimes terrifying about being a missionary is the 
wearing of your heart on your sleeve, thereby making 
yourself vulnerable.  I assume you know about my 
silly vanity regarding two children, boys fortunately, 
named Marvin.  The second Marvin, or if you count 
me the third one, just died.  His father, an alcoholic 
like myself, sober a week ago after having been sober 
for several years, is now missing.  He was last seen 
drunk and heading toward oblivion.  I sit here feeling 
like I’ve just gained 30 pounds and can’t move.  I re-
member (well, I paraphrase) the line from “Sleepless 
in Seattle” that goes, “You just keep breathing and go 
on.” Pray for him and his family.   
        Here’s our frightening thought for the month. 
They have just put in a traffic light in Arusha.  Now, 
my guess is that 90% of the drivers have never seen or 
heard of a traffic light and that 95% of them don’t un-
derstand it.  Consider this: you are driving along and 
the light in front of you turns yellow.  You stop, right? 
May the driver behind you not, as I suspect most will, 
accelerate.  Although we’ve avoided that particular in-
tersection so far, they say that people stand around 
watching to see what happens next. 
        Continuing with the theme of being vulnerable, on 
Monday October 15th my 93 year old mother took a 
dive while engaging in the dangerous process of mak-
ing her bed (something that may never happen to me) 
and broke her hip.  I heard about this as she was await-
ing surgery, but I felt so utterly helpless to be here in 
Africa where I felt I was pretending to be the ‘noble’ 
missionary while my mother was injured.  It was not a 
good feeling. But then, within twelve hours of her fall, 
I received a call from my sister telling me that my 
mother would not be bed-ridden for six months as I 
was expecting, but that she had already undergone a 
hip replacement surgery and that she would be up and 
walking the next day! The NEXT DAY!!! I do not be-
lieve there is a single psalm as happy as my heart was 
singing. For those who are not aware of it, America is 
a magnificent place to live in, to be in, to grow old in, 
and to return to.  My mother suffered an injury which 
would be considered fatal in Tanzania, but because she 

was in America she will 
be walking 30 hours later.  
Oh, I rejoice!  
        For those many of 
you who pray for us, 
please continue to do so.  
We need to pray for one 
another. And when 
prayers are answered, we 
need to rejoice with one 
another.  This day, at this moment, we are dancing a 
‘Psalm of Joy’ together.  Thank you.  And we rejoice 
that Jean’s mother, Lillian, has a new home in the Au-
gustana Health Care Center of Apple Valley.  How-
ever, moving is always a bit strenuous, especially 
when you’re over 100; please pray for her as Jean’s 
mother adjusts to her new ‘digs’.  Or if you happen to 
be in the area, drop by and greet her for us.  
        The Form Four exams are over: the results will be 
back soon if you are a Sequoia; for students it seems a 
lifetime away, sometime in February or March.  Next 
up, early in November, are the Form Two National 
Exams and then the tests conclude in February with 
the Form Six National Exams.  For your information, 
Primary School ends with National Exams each Sep-
tember for the Standard Seven students.  If you have 
‘test anxiety,’ Tanzania is not the country where you 
want to live as a child.  There are many reasons why 
you might want to be a child here; however, education 
is not one of them. 
        We praise God that our Form 6 grads from 2007 
continue to find good places for this year, whether in 
further study, or in some work.  One has returned to 
teach chemistry at MGLSS to the Form Ones and 
Threes while she waits to apply for further study next 
year.  Another is helping in a nearby clinic as she also 
hopes next year will bring sufficient funding to allow 
her to continue. 
        The first MGLSS nursing graduate has started 
working at Selian Lutheran Hospital (where already 
we have two medical officers, two occupational thera-
pists, and a social worker).  Our first student in a 
medical doctor program gleefully wrote that she had 
‘skinned’ her first cadaver!! Once, not long ago, these 
students were on the journey with us; now they are far 
beyond us.  Yet we consider it a privilege to have 
shared in a part of their journey.  They remain fine 

� ��������� 	� 
�� 	



5 

                 Two hundred and fifty confirmation youth 
and leaders gathered at St. Mark Lutheran 
Church, Storm Lake on Wednesday, October 
10 for ConFest ’07.  ConFest is a festival in-
tended to bring together youth and leaders 
from throughout the Western Iowa Synod for 
worship, learning and fellowship.  This was 

Western Iowa’s first confirmation festival.  Eleven youth and two adults 
from Zion attended. 
 
The event began with a short worship service led by counselors from Lu-
theran Lakeside Bible Camp.  Bishop Last spoke about change and the im-
portance of moving into the future arm in arm with each other. 
 
Following worship, we participated in workshops that focused on the heart 
of worship, identifying gifts and youth ministry opportunities in Western 
Iowa Synod.  There was also a time for refreshments and we had our photo 
taken with the Bishop.  The evening ended with a brief time of worship. 
 
ConFest ’07 provided us with an opportunity to build community among 
our congregations, to worship, learn and have a great time with each other.�

��������	�
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(Continued from page 4) 

Missionaries 
young women of faith.  I feel this 
is especially true with the medical 
student who goes where we will 
not and does what we will not (and 
do not want to even think about). 
        We pray your faith journeys 
are continuing in grace and love as 
well.  If, during this coming 
‘Advent unto Christmas season’ 
your church raises extra money and 
seeks a project, we would recom-
mend giving to the Global Mis-
sions of the ELCA.  There is a 
short-fall there.  No field positions 
will be cut, but some positions may 
not be replaced.  This is a loss.  
The missionaries and the volun-
teers are often the faces that the 
Third World puts on their image of 
Americans, and that image is far 
different from what they gather 
from movies or the news.  Global 
Missions represents an open hand-
shake with the rest of the world. In 
that, if possible, it would be a nice 
Christmas offering if we could 
reach out together with that open 
hand, offering friendship and a 
shared life together.  
        For our part, we offer you our 
thanks, an open hand of gratitude, 
and the blessings of a shared jour-
ney you make with these two old 
missionaries.  It is in the light of 
Jesus we live, and that is sufficient 
to light our ways.  
 
Love,  
Marvin Kananen and Jean Wahl-
strom, ELCA-GM missionaries 
serving in Tanzania, East Africa.  

              Sunday, November 4, 2007 we will re-
joice with the 9th grade confirmation class 
and their families as they reaffirm their bap-
tismal vows through the rite of confirma-
tion.Confirmation is an important step, but 
only one of many stages in a lifetime of 
learning.  The Church expects these children 
to continue to learn and assume greater re-

sponsibilities as members of the family of God and as ambassadors of 
Christ in the world.   
       In Christian love we congratulate the following students as they 
begin this new stage in their Christian life: 
 
Ashley Carlon, daughter of David & Janet Carlon 
Shanda Carlson, daughter of Marty & Christi Carlson 
Joey Kinley, daughter of Dennis Kinley & Crystal Kinley 
Kaily MacDonald, daughter of Stacy & Curt Cline and Lysle Mac-

Donald 
Taylor Warehime, daughter of Rod & Shelly Warehime  

���
��������������� ���
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WHOA! We’re talking Novem-
ber already. One of my favorite 
holidays, Thanksgiving. I love 
being with the family and eating, 
eating, eating. I wish all of you a  
Happy Thanksgiving!!! 

—Colleen 
 
 

BEGINNERS & 
SONSHINE BELLS 

 
Nov. 7  ..both groups after school 
            ............Sierra Clark snack 
      14  ...both groups after school 
            ...........Myles Davis snack 
      21  ............... NO PRACTICE 
             ...........early out at school 
      28  ...both groups after school 
            .........Conner Trupe snack 
They are doing a wonderful job! 
And so much fun! 

 

MORNING GLORY BELLS 
 

Nov. 4  .................................OFF 
      11  ........Practice after church 
      18  ........Practice after church 
      25  .................................OFF 
               Thanksgiving weekend 
           

  VESPER RINGERS 
 

Nov. 7  ............... practice at 6:30 
      14  ................ practice at 6:30 
      21 OFF-Thanksgiving service 
      25  ........PLAY IN CHURCH 
      28  ................ practice at 6:30 
        
 

SR. CHOIR 
November 11—optional practice 
for parts on the song we will sing 
the following week.  9:00—9:30 
 
November 18—rehearsal at 9:00 
and then sing in church.  
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Zion’s Music Makers 
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       Wanted:  anyone who would 
like to help bake goodies for our 
college students or help package 
them for mailing.  Please call Col-
leen Palmer at 352-3598 and see 
how you can help.  Not every-
thing will package well and go 
through the mail so please call her 
before you bake and see what she 
would suggest that you make.  I 
know we have many good bakers 
in our congregation so please of-
fer to help with this  wonderful 
project.  Next mailing will be for 
Christmas so she will need the 
goodies by the end of November.  
Call her soon and see how you 
can help. 

        Please join us for a joint 
Thanksgiving worship service at 
the Gowrie United Methodist 
Church. Worship will be on 
Wednesday, November 21, at 
7:00 p.m.  This is an excellent op-
portunity to join our brothers and 
sisters in Christ through worship. 

Pastoral acts since our last 
newsletter: 
 
Funerals: 
Phyllis Norine             10/20/2007� 



7 

1 & 2                          Pauline Olson 
    19                             Scott Palmer 
    23                               J. R. Carlon 
    26                                Mary Lind 
    29                          Angie Kennell 
         

*  Zion is in need of more members to sign up for “Missionary for a Day.”  
All you need to do is sign your name next to a date on the Missionary Cal-
endar in the library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount you 
wish to give. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   2                           Pauline Olson 
                              Jennifer Taylor 
   3                    Paulyne Anderson 
                              Collette Bethel 
   4                             Alan Larson 
   5                        Todd Anderson 
                                    Matt Schill 
                              Kirsten Towne 
   7                          Diana Carlson 
                              Neeley Hanson 
   8                            Maria Towne 
   9                              Don Larson 
                                  Stacy Miller 
12                             Chad Loseke 
                                Harley Patton 
                                Cassie Zinnel 
13                         Marleen Fevold 
14                           Crystal Kinley 
                         Megan Thompson 
                                Connor Trupe 
15                           Katie Albright 
16                     Chelsea Anderson 
                               Carol Barnum 
                             Andrew Kinley 

17                            Sam Peterson 
18                          Nels Lindquist 
19                           Aaron Darnell 
                                  John Fevold 
                                 Scott Palmer 
22                               Dale Miller 
23                         Richard Carlon 
24                   Bruce McCormack 
25                               Joey Kinley 
26                      Ashley Anderson 
                          Suzanne Petersen 
27                            Ryan Carlson 
                                 Brian Norine 
                               Ann Van Hoff 
28                         Richard Creger 
29                          Angie Kennell 
                            Cindy Lindquist 
                            Jeni Rasmussen 
30                          Taylor Clough 
                            Amanda Kinley 
 
 
   
 

 
GREETERS 

 
  4       Doug Bloomquist & Shirley Erb 
                               Bob & Sherri Schill 
11                          Steve & Ranae Lane 
                                  Tim & Deb Olson 
18                        Phil & Natalie Fevold 

Trent & Marsha Farnham 
25                       Alan & Nancy Burger 

Marty & Chris Carlson 
 

   
Steve Lane 
Tom Larson 
Paul Fevold 
Alan Burger 
Bob Gordon 
Tom Petersen 

 
 
      

  4            Confirmation 
 11               Ann Kruse 
 18       Thank Offering 
                       WELCA 
 25         Oda Anderson 

 
GOWRIE   

CARE 
CENTER 

 
       
        
   4                                         Rita Peterson 
 18                         Jim & Jennifer Carlson 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don Larson & Ann Albert 

NOVEMBER 
CHURCH DUTIES 
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M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
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