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The
School
have
practicing very
hard for this
year's Christmas
Program. Please
join us as we seeGod’s
Christmas Rainbowunfold at

Sunday
children
been

CHRISTMAS
PROGRAM
REHEARSAL

10:30 a.m. on Sunday, Decemberbe hosting their annual brunc

16. Come and learn what

1003 Church Street, PO Box 63, Gowrie, IA 50543 4 Thrivent

promise each color of the
rainbow represents and th
meaning behind those promise
Each time you see a rainbo
from now on you will look at it
with new meaning.

Following the Christmag
program the Sons of th¢
American Legion will once again

fundraiser open to the public.

Council Minutes

Church Zion

Council Lutheran
Church

Council
met  on
October
23, 2007. Don Larson called the
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Members present were Colleen
Palmer, Don Larson, Jeff
Peterson, Beryl Birkland, Kim
Rolfes and Pastor Jim. Ann
Albert arrived at 7:10

Pastor Jim led devotions with a
video.

Minutes were moved by Colleen
and seconded by Kim
Beryl made a motion to accept

the financial reports as
presented. Colleen seconded.
Carried.

Team Reports:

Faith Development Team:
October confirmation events
in addition to Wednesday
evening classes and Sundg

Zion’s Church Staff

James Davis Administrative Pastor

5233932
Rod Meyer.............. Pastoral Associate
486277
Don Wahlgren.......... Visitation Pastor
5235245
Cindy Youngquist... Stephen Ministry
5233612
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant
5233645
Beth Miller ........... Financial Secretary
7982410
Terry Mentzer........cccoeeeeeeen. Treasurer
5233292
Paul Johnson family .......... Custodians
483425

Nick & Lindy Lehman
Sr. High Youth Leaders

6834342
Shannon & Beth Miller ........................
Jr. High Youth Leaders
7982410
Music Director

5233598

Colleen Palmer

School, included ConFes
(gathering of approximately
250 junior youth and leader
in Storm Lake) on Octobe
10 and CROPWALK in Fort

E-mail Addresses
Office:
ziongowr@wccta.net

Stephen Ministry:
stephencoop@hotmail.com

Dodge on Octobe
17. November events wil
include the Junior High
Youth gathering in Des
Moines and Wartburg

Website Addresses
ZION:
www.countrysidecoop.org/zion

COOPERATIVE:
www.countrysidecoop.org

College’s Junior High Days.
Senior High youth have ha
bimonthly meetings. Somg
of them will attend a
Christian concert this month.
Colleen Palmer is again

(Continued on page 2a)

Zion’s Councill

Don Larson .......cccoeeeeeiieiiiiicieinnn 4 Chair
Jeff Petersen .........ccooeiiiiiiins Vice-@h
Ann Albert Beryl Birkland
Claire Davis Gary Kuh

Colleen Palmer Kim Rolfes
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(Continued from page 1b) Stewardship Team: Camp’s Annual Meeting.

Council Minutes There are still a few caling ~The camp will be soliciting
forms that need to be Money toexpand.

submitted before the fina The evaluation of
report of the Summet congregational structure and

doing a ministry for college
students of Zion.

Evaluation of youth ministty o0 ation can be completed.  eadership will be tied to the
continues. _ _ evaluation of the Long Range
Run through the Bible Worshlp Team:_ Planning Team.
Work_Shop_ Will meet this week The recommendations for
Confirmation November 4 Staff Report: amendments to the countryside
Church Property Team: Countryside Ministry gave Ministry agreement were
Repair of the sidewalk $7,800 to the Mogensor discussed.
mentioned benefit _ ~ New Business:
Caring Team: Fun.eral services for Phy”lf Kim Rolfes is Working on
<o cami Norine October 20 remodeling the parsonage
Surprise coming at the turn of b dblad  will ; g p 9
the year Rev. Barb Lundblad wi kitchen and will have a proposal
_ _ preach at Zion on December g e discussed at church for a
Finance and Memorial Team: We need a new Countrysid  yote
Budget planning will begin in Ministry treasurer . . ,
November November 5 a Grief even édjournment with the Lord’s
i rayer
Long Range Planning Team: W'.” _be sponsored by Stephe _
No meeting this month Ministry Next meeting November 27 at 7:00
) Old Business:
Endowed Benevolence Team: Beryl & Marilyn Birkland Ann Albert, Secretary

Workshop at church Oct

21. 30-35 people attended attended Lutheran Lakesid

Dear friends in Christ, _ This_ isnot a request from the Dav ?LI(AtI\(I)KﬁgUR\?geRSYCKArU%OFT”Larson.
As we celebrate the holiday sdamily.

son and the many gifts that have been We are fortunate to have a p Sincerely, Zion Council

given to us during the year, we shodissional interior design person, Kipgn arson

be aware of the many people tHolfes, on the council who, with tr

serve us every day. help of Scott Enquist of Enquist Lun
Here at Zion we are fortunate er of Harcourt, has come up with

have Pastor Jim Davis and his familyeautiful design for a kitchen re

Some of our newer members may moodel. Joe McGuire will do the ir

know that Zion owns and maintairsgallation of cabinets and applianc:

the parsonage where the Davis familjze plan is on display in the back

lives. The parsonage was built arouti® church. The project will cost a

k 1910 and refroximately $25,000.

l;,

Jeff Peterson
Kim Rolfes Colleen Palmer
Beryl Birkland Ann Albert
Gary Kuhn

Zion’s Guiding Principles:
modeled in the Since this is not a budget item g P

y = : : > : .. |1. Jesusis Lord.
' ﬁ:\éenéfr?e tl(?)re 2“:’:2:'09“;” giving uhn'istﬁr familie | 5 Each person is a child of God.
4 generously give what they can |5 Everyone is welcome.
s A the churchthe project. You may make yol 4. Love changes us
L/ V o= council's at-checks to Zion-Parsonage Kitch 5' 9 '
6.

tention  thatProject. We have already receivec E;]/eryonle has giftshto qffer.
PARSONAG the kitchen infew donations. We hope to get tt The world needs the vision

REMODELING the parsonageompleted after the first of the ye: we have to offer.
is over-due forPlease give this your prayerful co We exist to serve others.

PROJE(T a face-lift. sideration. If you have any questior

™~
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I Am With You:
Called by Name

sins.”

Jesus was not born just to 4
great teacher. He was born to

She will bear a son, and ygnuch more than that. Jesus
shall call His name Jesus, for HEM to be the Savior promised

will save His people from thefgod to solve the problem of s
sins.—Matthew 1:21 The baby Jesus was God in hur

flesh who had come to save |

It is likely before you wer®eople from their sins. This is t
born’ your parents a|ready had C[’%ﬂVior above all saviors called
sen a name for you. name to accompliSh the great w

Perhaps you were named Gh salvation for people of eve
honor of a family member or Bame.
trusted friend. Maybe it was a Immanuel, Savior, Jesus, n3

name that simply sounded good @80ve all names, your birth mes
your parents. eternal salvation and joy to 1

In Bible times’ a name Ofté/Mhom You have called by name

carried a message or proclaimE@ly Baptism to rejoice in Yol
something about the person. THRely name.
Lord, Himself, chose the name for
Jesus. The name Jesus means “The
Lord saves”. God explained “For
He will save His people from their

Amen.

—NMary Orness, Chairpers

Upcoming Events

December
6—~Potluck Dinner, Sing-a-
long, & General Meeting
12:00 noon at church

Chr.: . Ruth Elaine Sandeen &
Dorothy Anderson
& Kay Miller
13—All Circles............. 11:30 a.m.

All circles meet at congregate
meals for dinner. Notify your
circle chairman if you plan to
attend by Dec. 9. Pastor Davis
will give the Bible Study.
19—Birthday’s at Gowrie Care
Center.....cooevveiieeenens 2:30 a.m.
Esther Circle in charge

W omen
Circ?es

Zion Financial Report

October Y.T.D.
ACTUAL INCOME 9,602.00 124,395.21
BUDGETED INCOME 13,486.84 134,868.32
ACTUAL EXPENSES 11,836.72 130,141.23
BUDGETED EXPENSES  13,261.82 132,618.36

(The entire line item reports are posted on théebalboard by

Pastor Jim’s office. Please take a moment to kidkem.)

We are still taking donations to
purchase some new Christmas
decorations. Some of our Christ-
mas decorations that have faithfully
served us for so many years have
been replaced with new ones but
there are still more that need to be
replaced. If you are willing to help
us, please place your donation in an
envelope marked “Christmas Deco-
rations” and then drop it in the of-
fering plate or at the church office.
If you have any questions about this
project, please contact the church
office.
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November 2007 Newsletter of year-old girl name
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin Kananen Nawasa who was baptiz

P
ELCA-GM missionaries serving in Tanzania  2Mong them.
For those of you wr _
Beloved friends, wonder what has ha=——— ~

pened to the father of ti
November is, on average, the rainiest maitoy (the one with th

the year in the Pacific Northwest. Please, sendes@@autiful name) who die W @MFL

our way. We are in the middle of the ‘short raitisie the father has returned — NUAALONAIULS-

of year, in this case the word short means (as fth Usually he comes

money), not enough. Around us there has been daifl¥ drunk, but he comes and that means that some
rain, no one has had enough and we have been gv&@it he will return to sobriety. Because he comek ba
for our slight share. Not by coincidence, there wagdo0 our meetings, he will survive. It is those wimrnbt

water in our pipes today. It's a time of insecurity return who fail. He is, by the way, avoiding me for
everyone, especia”y the farmers. time and that's OK with me. | like to think the Bitgof

We have one wildlife sighting story to tetaFor me might make him sad and that's why he’d rathér no

this last week we've been sitting at home at nig@€ me; but if truth be known, if | saw him | would
mostly in the dark, with only the TV on for lighprobably break out in tears and hug him and hedt a
watching those movies we have meant to re-wasepaller than | am and fears being crushed. Thé tsut
Two or three times during the showing we would sehgsive.
and Marvin would turn on the light, scoop up the ca Regarding life in Tanzania, the fading dplls
erpillars who have inundated the area, drop therffddmatic. One year ago we were getting 1,300 Tanza
the toilet, and resume the movie in the dark. Wietdgian shillings to the dollar, two months ago it was
recall the caterpillars being so bad before. Itkttee 1,200, and yesterday | heard it was 1,085. That's a
strange to have caterpillars lined up on the flagif drop of almost 17% in the last year and it's plurbtme
they were watching the movie with us. So, just éoifg at a current rate of 5% per month. If any otiyo
sure, before any bad language was spoken, I'd s&8psor students (or adults [or missionaries]) am-T
them up so they wouldn't learn any bad words fréafia and they write to complain that the monejt isn
the movies and then | dumped the caterpillars iheogoing very far, | want you to know it is true. Preg-
toilet, where, if they had learned any bad wortisytpecially for the administration of our school trgito
most surely would have used them on me. balance a budget in the midst of an economy that is
The Form Four students have taken theis tmsd dependent on the dollar and now must find more shil
have left us, waiting for their results. The Formdg lings to try and pay the bills.
are just finishing their tests but cannot leaveluhe The newest students, those in ‘Pre-Form,'Gme
4™ of December. Form Six exams begin on th8 afL here. Sixty-two came, one is returning to become a
February. Lives are changing as a result of thesem®ther but sixty-one remain to become our new Form
ams, but we don’t have a clue how anything is gdﬁ'[gi‘ students in January. The one who is pregndht wi
to turn out. The Form Six mock exam (national ex@aye an opportunity to return next year if she se d
preparation) results were too good to believe, siras, we'd guess that about half of them choose-to
won't tell you that we ‘rocked’ as a school. Expdétn, including one who returned this year (whish i
tears of anguish from the students and us whefi-th&hy we have 61 and not 60 students). Donna Kernutt
nal results come out in late May. is here teaching them (her daughter Susan was a 2-
On the last Sunday in October we had onuahyear volunteer in the late ‘90s) and earlier we bad
baptism and confirmation service. This year we bggysion of the NPR’s Click-an-Clack brothers, Rae
tized 19 young women and confirmed another &1d Kay, sisters in their early 70s who spent steks
Forty girls, may their lives be changed for thetdreWith these girls. Between these three, there isecto
forever. The highlight of the event was a littlgtei 120 years of teaching experience. Bless them for co
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We would like to invite you to donate a
poinsettia for our special Christmas Ser-
vices again this year. Please purchase

the poinsettia on your own and bring or

have it delivered to the church anytime
during December. (Both greenhouses in
Gowrie have a wonderful assortment.) Please l&hos no later than
Sunday, Dec. 9, 2007, if you are donating a poirssetnd who it is in
memory of so we can list them in the special insarChristmas Eve.

Thank you.

Name:

Given in Memory/Honor of:

(circle one)

The Zion Endowed Beney
lence Fund has set up a scholarg

fund for Tyler Rasmussen. The Z&

Fund will match dollar for dollar a
gifts to the Tyler Rasmussen Sel
nary Scholarship Fund up to $3,5(
Tyler is the first son or daught
of Zion to attend seminary for a
proximately thirty years. He is
first year student at Lutheran Schq
of Theology in Chicago. Semina
costs nearly $30,000 a year.
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FOR OCTOBER

PRESCHOOL
Abbie Burger
Morgan Farnham
Haylee Welter

KINDERGARTEN
Lincoln Miller
1ST & 2ND GRADE
Samantha Alphs
Ben Carlson

Bryce Rasmussen
Keenan Mohr
Colton Rasmussen

3RD & 4TH GRADE

As we enter this season |of Kenly Clough
thanksgiving and gift giving, pleage Justin Alphs
Allie Carlon

consider a gift to the Tyler Rasmy
sen Seminary Scholarship Fund &
way of supporting ongoing minist
of Zion and the ELCA.

Gifts can be designated for
Tyler Rasmussen Seminary Fu
and place in the offering plate
dropped off at the church office.

S_
S a
Yy

he
d
Dr

Josh Carlson
5TH & 6TH GRADE
Katie Clough
Vincent Hayek
Rebecca Nellis

7TH & 8TH GRADE
Taylor Clough
Hannah Carlson
Holden Miller

(Continued from page 4)

Missionaries

tinuing to share there gifts. If there
are any math teachers who would
like to spend a couple of your dark,
winter, rainy and cold months

away from home and stay three de-
grees (that's not a temperature)
south of the equator next year, let
us know.

We close now. We never write
newsletters in December, leaving
the Advent and Christmas seasons
for you and your family and friends
(of which we consider ourselves to
be part). This year our new chap-
lain, Pastor Neema Ndooki, will be
here with Jean to help lead the
many worship times. It will also be
a month of planning and prepara-
tion for the new year. Hopefully it
will also allow time for Jean to be
writing curriculum and reviewing
the Form Six students for those ex-
ams. The Arusha Community
Choir (which Jean conducts each
Thursday) will share the gift of
music at Carols by Candlelight on
the 2F. Pray for that event when
many Arusha people come who
don’t know the Christ child as their
loving Lord and Savior. They come
because they like the music and the
candles. May Jesus keep coming to
you each day!!!

We wish you a most blessed
time of year. Another year of grace
and mercy, God enabling us, we
are thankful beyond words. God be
with you.

Love,
Jean Wabhlstrom and Marvin
Kananen
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VESPER RINGERS

Zion’'s Music Makers

Dec.5 ..., practice at 6:30

This is an excerpt from 4 THE SONSHINE BELLS - 12 practice at 6:30
book of gardening meditations | 6") WILL PLAY IN CHURCH 19 e Supper at 6:00 then
have. “We have spoiled Christ- ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9. _ practice
mas — maybe IOSt |t _ because Wé:)lease make sure your Chlld ‘ 23 .................. PIay'n ChUI’Ch
have forgotten the meaning of there to play. We will practice be practice at 9:45
Advent; of the light that comes fore church. Both groups are dc You will have the 2B8and Jan.

into the darkness, of our need to/"9 & wonderful jO.b! The begin-3 off Thanks so much for the won-

repent and prepare ourselves td'€'S aré now starting to read Mt gerfy| practices and your attendance.

receive the true gift.” My hope SIC SO that has been somewhat |'s peen a lot of fun!

for you is that this December, you & challenge but, they are catchir

prepare your hearts for the beston- Have a wonderful vacation. SR. CHOIR

Christmas gift ever. Take some We will practice on the T6DOWN-

time to slow down and prepare. MORNING GLORY BELLS STAIRS STARTING AT 9:3¢&ven
——Colleen pec. 2 Practice after churct though they will be setting up for the

9 ... Practice after churct brunch. We can help set up tables

BEGINNERS & 16 we will see about this one When we are done. We will also
SONSHINE BELLS practice on Sunday, Dec. 23 at 9:30.

Dec. 5 ...both groups after school You will be off the 2% and Hopefully, this will be enough time

......... Lucas Pontius snack 30". We will start up on Jan. 6 to learn the song for CHRISTMAS
12 ...both groups after school Thanks for all your time and havi EVE. Christmas Eve will be the only
.. Kaelan Lundberg snack a wonderful Christmas season. time you sing in December. Thanks

we will also have our party this for all of your time and a great job
that you have done this fall. | appre-

day . .
19" through Jan. 2 we will be ciate your atten_dance and great atti-
off. tude! Merry Christmas to you all.
On Wednesday, Decembes Pastoral acts since our last
19 there will be soup supper for The Sons of| newsletter:
these groups provided by the the American Le-
morning circles. As you know, gion will be serv- | Funerals:
this is always a wonderful meal. ing brunch on Sun-| Charles Brandel 11/09/2007
It will begin at 6:00 in the day, December 16, lone Craigmile 11/17/2007
church basement. Your spousg following the chil-
and children are invited also. dren’s Christmas| Confirmations:
The Ves- program. AShIey Carlon 11/11/2007
per Ring- They will be| Shanda Carlson 11/11/2007
ers will serving eggs, sau- Joey Kinley 11/11/2007
practice [sage, hash browns, orange juick Kaily MacDonald 11/11/2007
after the | coffee and milk. A free-will of- | Taylor Warehime 11/11/2007
supper. fering will be accepted.




Dryer
| Love Being a Woman
both by Patsy Clairmont

LIBRARY NEWS

The Purse-Driven Life
by Anita Renfroe

Decision of a Lifetime
Assurance for a Lifetime
both by Marilyn Meberg

CHURCH LIBRARY

Recent new books in our library
include the following:

Help, Lord, I'm Having a Senior

Devotional:
M itaie Moment

Mountain Songs

By Edith Schaeffer
Devotions on selected Psalms and
pictures.

by Karen O’Connor
SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARY

God made Creepy Crawlies

Fiction: by Sally Conan

Home to Holly Springs
by Jan Karon

First of the Father Tim novels We also have several inte

esting books for the Advent an

Inspirational: Christmas season. Come in ai
Inspirational:

(Paperbacks donated by Ruth g prowse.

Sandeen)

Marjorie Wabhlgren,

Normal is Just a Setting on Your Librarian

The response was fantastik
for the college fund. I

%

S0000000 appreciate your genet
ous donations. The amount
have received should just abou
get me through the whole
year! Thanks also to ladies whd
have generously volunteered ¢
bake for the Christmas
boxes. That will help tremen-
dously. Thanks from the bottom
of my heart.

The Jesse Treeis up and
ready to be filled with hats, mit-
tens, gloves, scarves, and heg
bands. The items will be given t(
the Prairie Valley school to give
to children who are in need o
these items. Please drop off yoy
donations at the church and hel
us fill our tree for those in need.

A4

Colleen

Thank you to everyone who
helped in anyway to decorate the
church for the Christmas season.
The whole church looks so beauti-

ful. Also, thank
you to the ladies
who  decorated
Zion’s tree for the
Festival of Trees.
It is so wonderful
to have so many
talented people in
our church.




DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

DECEMBER
CHURCH DUTIES

15 Dylan Nelson-Seas GREETERS
Darian Shirbrou -
17 Jocelyn Andersg 2 Rob Peterson & David Nelson
Don Borgen, S Jim & Jennifer Carlson
19 Aden Jeps; 9 Don & Marjorie Wahigren
Tyler McCubbir Ken & Betty Pedersen
Nicole Thompso 16 Tom & Mary Larson
21 Jordan Schultz/Hartwi Jerry & Donna Mohr
1 Ali Carlon 23 Audrianne Carlso| 23 Gary & Nicole Carstens
Cindy Fevold Melanie Larso| Deém & Kathy Swensen
. : ornell & Kris Lowrey
_ Nicole Fevold Audra Paulli Wanda Hade & Gary Kaehler
Nicole Nelson-Sease 24 Keenan Mo¥
Gabe Olson25 Mary Lin¢  Greg Carlson
3 Paulette Carlson Zeb McCubbi|  Jim Peterson
Helen Nelson 27 Rodney Huntg  Lonnie Carlson
4 Evan Telleen 28 Jayden Johns{ Brett Carlson
5 Tanner Carlson Miranda Keitf ~1anner Carlson
. Trent Farnham
Blaine Kamp Larry Nelso Josh Zinnel
Nik Telleen 29 Vicki Andersol
6 Judi Johnson Ashley McCubbir
7 Dean Summers Darwin Petersg 2 Linda Carlson
8 Kris Cathcart 30 Arnie Bloomquis ) Kelly Clough
Brandon Johnson Sarah Fevo 16 Christmas Program
llene Lundblad 31 Lori Meye 23 Lessons & Carols
10 Stacey Cline Paula Smi 30  Paulette Carlson
11 Laurie Telleen
Cindy Youngquist GOWRIE
14 Frances Browr CARE
Jordan Lane CENTER
Jerry Mohr
Raegan Ware¢
2 Bob & Almeda Gordon
M ISSIONARY FOR A DAY* o bt
1 Richard I. Johnson 29 Ashley McCubbir
3 Helen Nelson
7 Kris Cathcart
8 llene Lundblad
11 Cindy Youngquist
17 Vicki Anderson
19 Tyler McCubbin
21 Pauline Johnson

* Zion is in need of more members to sign up fotMissionary for a Day.”
All you need to do is sign your name next to a daten the Missionary Cal-
endar in the library. Gifts range from 50 cents towhatever amount you
wish to give.

Don Larson & Ann Albert
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