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   Z i o n 
Lu theran 
C h u r c h 
C o u n c i l 
met on 
November 

27, 2007.  Don Larson called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
Members present were Don 
Larson, Colleen Palmer, Kim 
Rolfes, Gary Kuhn, Ann Albert, 
Beryl Birkland and Pastor Jim.   
  
Pastor Jim led devotions on 
justice and peace. 
  
Minutes were read.  Moved by 
Colleen and Kim seconded to 
approved them as read. 
 
Beryl made a motion to accept 
the f inancial reports as 
presented.  Gary seconded. 

Motion carried. 
 
Team Reports: 
Faith Development Team: 
�  Run through the Bible will 

be rescheduled. 
�  November confirmation 

events, in addition to 
Wednesday evening classes 
and Sunday school, included 
the Junior High Youth 
Gathering in Des Moines and 
Wartburg College’s Junior 
High Days. 

� Senior High Youth in 
connection with FUSION  
have begun work on the 
Angel Tree that helps area 
youth at Christmas and they 
are planning a lock-in that 
will be held during Christmas 

(Continued on page 2a) 

January 2008 

   The following is excerpted 
from the November, 2007 issue 
of Legacies, newsletter of the 
ELCA Foundation. 
 

Every Little Bit Helps 
   George and Muriel Davis of 
Rockwell City, Iowa know 
firsthand the debt load most new 
pastors face after graduation 

from seminary.  Their oldest son, 
Jim, like many other pastors, 
funded part of his seminary 
education with student loans. 
   When it came time to make 
their estate plans, the Davises 
wanted to benefit the church in 
some way, and thought easing 
seminarians’ debt burden was 

(Continued on page 4) 

Zion’s Church Staff 
 

James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor  
                                                  352-3932 
Rod Meyer ..............Pastoral Associate  
                                                  846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
                                                  352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist ... Stephen Ministry 
                                                  352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant 
                                                  352-3645 
Beth Miller ...........Financial Secretary 
                                                  879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ......................Treasurer 
                                                  352-3292 
Paul Johnson family ..........Custodians 
                                                  548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
                        Sr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  968-4342 
Shannon & Beth Miller ........................  
                        Jr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  879-2410 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
                                                  352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office: 

ziongowr@wccta.net 
 

Stephen Ministry: 
stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
Website Addresses 

ZION: 
www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 

 
COOPERATIVE: 

www.countrysidecoop.org 
 

Zion’s Council 
 

Don Larson ........................................Chair 

Jeff Petersen ..............................Vice-Chair 

Ann Albert                           Beryl Birkland 

Claire Davis                               Gary Kuhn 

Colleen Palmer                          Kim Rolfes 
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(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 

break for other senior high 
youth they have met at 
various events. 

 
Church Property Team: 

�  Kitchen remodeling at the 
parsonage is in process after 
the motion was made by Don 
Wahlgren at the November 11 
m e e t i n g  o f  t h e 
congregation.  Dick Johnson 
seconded the motion and it 
was carried.  

�  Gary Kuhn made a motion to 
pay the current bills from Don 
Larson and Dave Rolfes on 
the parsonage ki tchen 
remodel.  Colleen seconded 
the motion and it was 
unanimously approved 

�  Intend to fix the wiring 
lighting over the organ. 

� Air conditioning for Cindy’s 
office discussed. 

 
Caring Team: 
� S o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e 

making!!!!!!!!! 
 
Finance and Memorial Team: 
� Budget planning is in 

progress.  A Narrative Budget 
was provided at the council 
meeting for council feedback. 
It was met with approval. 

 
Long Range Planning Team: 
� No report. 
 
Endowed Benevolence Team: 
� No report. 
 
Stewardship Team:  
�  There are still a few calling 

forms that need to be 
submitted before the final 
report on the Summer 
P h o n e a t h o n  c a n  b e 
completed. 

� We reviewed the comments 
o f  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e 
Phoneathon                    

 

Dear friends in Christ,  
        The parsonage remodeling pro-
ject will soon be under way.    
        As you know Zion owns and 
maintains the parsonage where the 
Davis family lives. The parsonage 
was built around 1910 and remodeled 
in the seventies. It has come to the 
church council's attention that the 
kitchen in the parsonage is over-due 
for a face-lift. This is not a request 
from the Davis family.  

 Kim Rolfes, 
council member 
and interior de-
signer, with the 
help of Scott 
Enquist of En-
quist Lumber of 
Harcourt, has 
come up with a 
beautiful design 
for a kitchen re-

model. Joe McGuire will do the in-
stallation of cabinets and appliances. 
The plan is on display in the back of 
the church. The project will cost ap-
proximately $25,000.  
        Since this is not a budget item we 
are asking all giving units or families 
to generously give what they can to 
the project. You may make your 
checks to Zion-Parsonage Kitchen 
Project. We have already received a 
few donations. We hope to get this 
completed shortly after the first of the 
year. Please give this your prayerful 
consideration. If you have any ques-
tions, talk to Kim Rolfes or Don Lar-
son. THANK YOU VERY MUCH!!  
 

Sincerely, Zion Council 
Don Larson                    Jeff Peterson                                                                                                       
Kim Rolfes                 Colleen Palmer                                                                                                         
Beryl Birkland                  Ann Albert 

 Gary Kuhn  

Worship Team: 
� No report but need a light over 

the organ. 
 
Staff Report: 
�  Funeral services were held for 

Charles Brandel on November 9 
and Ione Craigmi le on 
November 17. 

�  The Countryside Ministry 
provided a $3000 grant for 
starting a Stephen Ministry 
program was awarded to First 
UCC Pleasant Valley in 
Clarksville, Iowa. 

�  Sandy Thoma was appointed as 
the new Countryside Ministry 
treasurer.  Gene will assist her. 

�  About 35 people attended the 
grief support event sponsored 
by Stephen Ministry. 

� On Sunday afternoons in 
February we will have a 
seminar on Living wills and 
dying wills and durable power 
of attorney, leaving a legacy etc. 

 
Old Business: 
� There were no questions 

regarding the recommendations 
for amendments to the 
C o u n t r y s i d e  M i n i s t r y 
agreement. 

 
New Business: 
�  Thank you note from the family 

of Marlys Carlson was read. 
� Missionary coffee money will 

be going to Jean Wahlstrom and 
Marvin Kananen as we have 
done previously. 

 
Adjournment with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
  
Next meeting December 27 at 7:00. 

 
Ann Albert, Secretary 
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                                                     November               Y.T.D. 
 
    ACTUAL INCOME                11,352.00             135,747.21 
 
    BUDGETED INCOME           13,486.84             148,355.16 
 
    ACTUAL EXPENSES            13,855.16             143,996.39 
 
    BUDGETED EXPENSES       13,261.82             145,880.13 
 
(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 

Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

“Recall” 
 

        Prayer is an expression of our 
relationship with God.  If we are to 
grow spiritually, we must be hon-
est…  God knows the stuff we are 
made of—and he loves us anyway!  
He loves us more than anything we 
can imagine.  Even more than any 
loving father is prepared to deal 
with the questions and complaints 
of his children.  God is prepared to 
listen to us.  He wants us to know 
Him, to trust Him, and to come to a 
closer understanding of His ways.  
He wants our love.  Above all God 
wants to give us the answers we are 
looking for…  The answers that 
only He can give. 
         
 

—Mary Orness, Chairperson 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
January 
   2—Bible Briefing ...10:00 a.m. 
   3—Esther & Dorcas Circles 
      ..................................9:00 a.m. 
    Hostess ..........Pauline Johnson 
    Bible Study ...Ruth E. Sandeen 
    —Martha Circle  .... 1:30 p.m. 
    Hostess ..............Ruby Phillips 
    Bible Study .........Mary Orness 
10—Project Day ......... 1:30 p.m. 
17—General Meeting . 1:30 p.m. 
    at church committee to be  
    announced 
19—Bingo at Gowrie Care  
    Center ..................... 2:30 p.m. 

              The Zion Endowed Benevo-
lence Fund has set up a scholarship 
fund for Tyler Rasmussen. The 
ZEB Fund will match dollar for 
dollar all gifts to the Tyler Rasmus-
sen Seminary Scholarship Fund up 
to $3,500. 
       Tyler is the first son or daugh-
ter of Zion to attend seminary for 
approximately thirty years. He is a 
first year student at Lutheran 
School of Theology in Chicago. 
Seminary costs nearly $30,000 a 
year. 
       Please consider a gift to the Ty-
ler Rasmussen Seminary Scholar-
ship Fund as a way of supporting 
ongoing ministry of Zion and the 
ELCA. 
 Gifts can be designated for the Ty-
ler Rasmussen Seminary Fund and 
place in the offering plate or 
dropped off at the church office. 
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       There will be an organizational 
meeting for all Thrivent members 
following worship on Sunday, 
January 13.  Anyone wishing to re-
quest matching funds from Thrivent 
Financial, please contact Marsha 
Farnham at 352-3298 by January 10 
as the members will be deciding on 
the distribution of funds. 

����������
	�����
�

��������	
���
����������	
���
��

�������� ��



4 

(Continued from page 1) 

Encouragement 
one way of doing that. 
   After working with an ELCA 
Foundation Regional Gift Planner, 
the Davises donated 160 acres of 
family farmland to the church and 
established a Charitable Remainder 
Unitrust funded with the sale of the 
appreciated farmland.  By doing so, 
they bypassed capital gains taxes 
and will receive income from the 
trust during their lifetimes.  Upon 
their passing, part of the trust’s 
assets will support the C. George 
and Muriel Davis Seminary 
Scholarship Endowment Fund 
within the ELCA Fund for Leaders 
in Mission.  The remaining assets of 
the trust will support their 
congregation, St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, Rockwell City, their son’s 
parish, Zion Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Gowrie, Iowa, a hospice 
program, and other favorite 
charities. 

   “We thought establishing the 
scholarship fund was necessary – 
going to seminary is a very costly 
thing,” Muriel said.  “Even though 
Jim won’t benefit from this fund, 
future seminarians will.  Every little 
bit helps.” 
   The Davises, who live in a rural 
area, said they hope seminary 
scholarship funds like theirs will 
help seminarians feel freer to 
answer a call to rural ministry – a 
call that often has a lower salary – 
because they have lower education 
debt. 
* * * * * 
 
       T h e  Z i o n  E n d o w e d 
Benevolence Team urges you to 
consider this quote of Jesus:  “And 
the things you have prepared, whose 
will they be?” Luke 12.  For 
information regarding assistance 
from an ELCA Regional Gift 
Planner, please call the Zion church 
office at (515) 352-3932 or 3645.     

        People who must flee their homes quickly often do not have time to 
pack essential items.  A health kit can help refugees to maintain personal 
hygiene while living in exile.  Items also contribute to a new start for 
those who can return home. 
        Zion’s Women of the ELCA are currently collecting items to make 
health kits for Lutheran World Relief.  The following is a list of items 
needed to make 1 health kit: 

One hand towel, one washcloth, one bath-size bar of soap, any 
brand, one toothbrush, one tube of toothpaste, 5 or 7 oz., one comb, 
wide tooth preferred, one metal nail file, or nail clippers with file 
attached, six Band-Aids, preferably 1/2” to 3/4” wide 

 
         Wrap items in the towel, tie securely with ribbon or yarn.  Place your 
contributions in the blue plastic container labeled “Lutheran World 
Relief” in the back of the church.  If you do not care to shop, monetary 
contributions are an option.  You can give them to Jean Larson, WELCA 
treasurer, or leave them in the church office. 

� ����� �� ��	 �

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       For anyone wishing to scrap-
book with friends, we will be hav-
ing a scrapbook event on Saturday, 
January 19 from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m.  Soup will be provided for 
lunch.  Bring your own beverage 
and a snack or other item to go 
with the soup and to share and have 
lots of fun!!! 
       We will set up large tables for 
you to spread your work out.  Bring 
your own supplies; nothing will be 
sold at this event.  Invite your 
friends to join us.  Please call the 
church office prior to the 19th so 
we can have enough tables set up 
for everyone.  If you have ques-
tions talk to Cheryl Rasmussen or 
Colleen Palmer. 

Just a reminder to everyone that 
we will be having our annual 
budget meeting following wor-
ship on January 13.  Please plan 
on attending.  Bring any ques-
tions and concerns you may have 
about our church budget with 
you. 

ZION 'S VISION : 
CARING  FOR ALL  
GOD’S PEOPLE, 
ONE BY ONE 
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       My mind and body are shot 
right now.  There has just been 
too much going on.  I love this 
time of year, but I can get way 
overloaded.  I’m sure you all feel 
the same way.  My wish is that I 
still will be able to find peace this 
holiday season.  I hope for you a 
wonderful new year.  May Christ 
fill your home and heart with joy. 

—Colleen 
 

BEGINNERS & 
SONSHINE BELLS 

Jan.  9   ...both groups after school 
            ......Hayley Johnson snack 
      16  ...both groups after school 
            ..........Maria Towne snack 
      23  ...both groups after school 
            ..... Katie and Kenly snack 
      30  ..................beginners only 
           Maggie McCormack snack 

 
All of the kids have been doing a 
great job.  The Sonshine Bells 
played in December and did a 
fantastic job!  The Beginners will 
be working on a song to play in 
either February or March during 
Lent.  Watch for details. 
             If school should happen to get 
out early because of the weather, 
we will not have practice. 

 
MORNING GLORY BELLS 

Jan.  6  ........Practice after church 
      13  ........Practice after church 
      20  .........Practice after church 
      27  ........PLAY IN CHURCH 
        
       You’ve been doing a terrific 
job on a tough song.  Keep up the 
good work. 
 

             VESPER RINGERS 
 

Jan.  9  ................ practice at 6:30 
      16  ................. practice at 6:30 
      23  ................. practice at 6:30 
      30  ................. practice at 6:30 
 
        We will most likely play on 
Feb. 3 when the Countryside 
Churches get together for their ser-
vice.  Hopefully, we won’t have too 
many cancellations because of snow.  
Thanks for all your hard work in De-
cember.  It was fun!!!!  
 

SR. CHOIR 
         We will once again sing on the 
3rd Sunday which is the 20th of 
January.  Rehearsal will be at 9:00 
as usual. 

Zion’s Music Makers 

 
LIBRARY NEWS 

 

CHURCH  L IBRARY  
 

Several Christmas theme books 
were donated to our library by 
Nancy Burger so if you didn’t get 
a new book for Christmas, come 
in and check out some of the fol-
lowing: 
 
Fiction:  
The Christmas Hope 

by Donna Van Liere 
 

The Letter (Bk. 3 of the Christmas 
Box Trilogy) 

by Richard P. Evans 
 

The Looking Glass 
by Richard P. Evans 

 
The Christmas Box (paperback) 

by Richard P. Evans 
 
 

Holidays and Crafts: 
Christmas Joy 

by Susan Branch 
 

Christmas Everyday 
by Wm. D. Howells 

 
Christmas in My Heart (tales of 
holiday joy) 

by Joe Wheeler 
 

       Other new books include two 
interesting and quite different 
views of the life hereafter.  The 
one by Piper is also a remarkable 
story of the power of prayer and 
coping with a long-term recovery 
and much pain following a tragic 
accident.  Those books are: 

Biography: 
 

Ninety Minutes in Heaven 
by Don Piper 

  
Return from Tomorrow 

by George Ritchie  
with Elizabeth Sherrill 

 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  L IBRARY  

 
So Many Gifts 

by Anne M. Price 
 

Search for the Smell of Christmas 
by Richard Upton & Sharon Fair 

One Wintry Night (Events leading 
up to Christmas) 

by Ruth B. Graham 
 

The Snow Must Go On 
by Molly Wigland 

 
Marjorie Wahlgren, 

Librarian 
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FOR NOVEMBER 
 

PRESCHOOL  
Jenna Hanson  
Madison Lane  
Justin Loseke  
Alexa Beach  

Jaxon Carlson  
Shaylin Carlson  
Sydney Carlson  

Morgan Farnham  
Carson Suchan  
Izaiah Taylor 

 
KINDERGARTEN  

Carter Lane  
Lincoln Miller 

 
1ST & 2ND GRADE  

Ben Carlson  
Max Davis  

Ivan Hudson  
Jarrett Loseke 

 
3RD & 4TH GRADE  

Myles Davis  
Jordan Lane  
Josh Carlson  
Cassie Zinnel 

 
5TH & 6TH GRADE  

Olivia Hanson  
Maria Towne 

 
7TH & 8TH GRADE  

Hannah Carlson  
Austin Davis  
Brett Larson  
Gabe Olson  

Holden Miller  
Nick Carlson 
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Members of Zion, 
        Thank you very much for the 
box of goodies, they are all deli-
cious! Your thoughtfulness is 
greatly appreciated.  I love this time 
of year, and I hope that everyone 
has a great holiday season.  Hope-
fully I'll get to see you all soon, but 
until then I am thinking of all of 
you! 
 

Sincerely, 
Jocelyn Anderson 

 
 
 

��������	�
��
���	��
���
��
������
�	��������������
������
������
�����������
���������������	��
���������
�� ���� ����� 
����� ��� ���� �
��� �����
���
� ��	���� �������
�	 � 	���� �������
�
�	 �� 
���� ���	�  ��	 � ������� �����

���� ��� ��	������� 
��
��� ����� ���
���
�� 
� �	� !�	���� "��������� #$��
�������������	��	 ���������������	��
�	� ��� ������
� ������ � %	� !�	����
	� 
��� �� 
��� ��� ���� �	� ��� ����	����
�	�������������������
����
���	�� 
�
��� ����� 
���� �������� ���	�	 �� � ��
����� �
�� 
���&�� �����	��� �
���� ���'
��	 ��	��������	 ��	����
������������
�	�� �� �	��� �
��� 
�� ���� ����
�	 �
����� ��� �	� ��� ����� ��� ���	�� � (����
��
���  ���� 	����� ��� 
��� �������	��
���� �
�� (���	 � )**+� ,�	�� -	���'
����� �	�� �
�� �������� ����� �������
������� ���������� ��	�� 
���� ����
�
�	�� ���	 ��������	���������������
����
��.����������///���������������'
�������	���
���������������
�����
������0 ��	�� �
�	��� ���� �
��  ���� ���
����/�
�

1������������
������!������	�

���������������� 		

 
Pastoral Act since our 
last newsletter: 
 
 
Funeral: 
       Ethel Easley 
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      1                       Tyler McCubbin 
      4                         David Shavone 
    19                    Cindy Youngquist 
    29                   Marjorie Wahlgren 
         

*  Zion is in need of more members to sign up for “Missionary for a Day.”  
All you need to do is sign your name next to a date on the Missionary Cal-
endar in the library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount you 
wish to give. 

 
 
 
 
 

   1                          Zanie Rydman 
                                     Liz Welter 
   3                            Monte Albert 
   5                    Treyton Swanberg 
   7                          Trevor Larson 
   8                         Norm Peterson 
   9                           Mike Johnson 
10                             Tatum Baade 
                             Shaylin Carlson 
                             Sydney Carlson 
11                    Brandon Brohimer 
                                 Brett Carlson 
                               Steve Cathcart 
                                  Ross Larson 
                            Russell Petersen 
                              LuAnn Suchan 
12                                Jim Fevold 
                              Jackie Johnson 
                            Megan Peterson 
13                           Jaxon Carlson 
                                   Jaden Clark 
14                                Ann Albert 
                     Brooklynn Anderson 
                           Dale Carlson, Sr. 
                                Julia Eastman 
15                        Nuella Franzeen 

16                       Mike McGovern 
17                      Nicholas Carlson 
18                           Gary Carstens 
20                            Dawn Loseke 
21                        Megan Eastman 
                              Sharon Fevold 
22                           Bud Johanson 
                        Phyllis Rasmussen 
                              Rod Warehime 
23                        Pauline Johnson 
                            Jessica Peterson 
24                          Nikki Carstens 
                          Cindy McCubbin 
                                Tanner Miller 
                             LaVern Urelius 
25                                 Erv Buske 
27                               Steve Mohr 
28                  Eleanor Bloomquist 
29                               Sybil Bauer 
                               Leonard Jansa 
                       Marjorie Wahlgren 
30                      Morgan Farnham 
31                            Katie Clough 
                                Megan Schill 
                            Kimberly Watts 

GREETERS 
 

  6                           Rob & Jill Mischke 
Bob & Sandy Sease 

13                     Tracy & Angela Burger 
Gregg & Martha Norine 

20                                    Terry Mentzer 
Don & Corliss Schill 

27                     Jeff & Elizabeth Stanek 
Kyle & Sarah Kuhn 

 
 

   
Ellis Harklau 
Greg Anderson 
Kenneth Pedersen 
Bob Sease 
Bruce Towne 
Rex Miller 

 
 
      

  6       Almeda Gordon 
13     Kathleen Johnson 
20           Tara Goodale 
27                 Jeff Kruse 
 
 

GOWRIE   
CARE 

CENTER 
 
       
        
 13                              Dave & Kim Rolfes 
 27                            Nik & Laurie Telleen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kim Rolfes & Gary Kuhn 

JANUARY 
CHURCH DUTIES 

���������	�
��
���
���	��������
�����������	���
��	�
��
��	��
�����������
����
���
����������
���	����������
�����

��
���

�����
����
��
�����������������

M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


