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   Z i o n 
Lu theran 
C h u r c h 
C o u n c i l 
met on 
December 

27, 2007.  Don Larson called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
Members present were Jeff 
Peterson, Beryl Birkland, Don 
Larson, Claire Davis, Colleen 
Palmer, Ann Albert and Kim 
Rolfes. 
  
Pastor Jim led devotions. 
  
A motion to approve the minutes 
was made by Colleen Palmer, 
seconded by Beryl Birkland. 
 
A motion to approve the 
financial reports was made by 
Claire Davis, Kim Rolfes 

seconded. 
 
Team Reports: 
Faith Development Team: 

� November confirmation 
events, in addition to 
Wednesday evening classes 
and Sunday school, included 
ringing bells for the Salvation 
Army and caroling at the 
Gowrie Care Center and 
Senior Suites. 

� FUSION again sponsored the 
Angel Tree with Security 
Savings Bank.  The Angel 
Tree helps provide gifts for 
area youth at Christmas.  The 
high school youth are 
planning a lock-in on 
December 28-29 for other 
senior high youth they have 

(Continued on page 2a) 

February 2008 

OUR VISION :  
CARING  FOR ALL  GOD’S 

PEOPLE, 
ONE BY ONE. 

 
       The “Good Samaritan” 
provides us with a powerful 
example of what Jesus intends 
when he commands us to “...love 
y o u r  n e i g h b o r  a s 

yourself.”  (Matthew 22:39)  
Jesus’ command is embodied in 
the care the “Good Samaritan” 
provides the injured man.  The 
“Good Samaritan” washes and 
bandages the injured man’s 
wounds, carries him to an inn, 
and provides for his care until he 
is well – all at great risk and 

(Continued on page 2) 

Zion’s Church Staff 
 

James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor 
                                                  352-3932 
Rod Meyer ..............Pastoral Associate 
                                                  846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
                                                  352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist ... Stephen Ministry 
                                                  352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant 
                                                  352-3645 
Beth Miller ...........Financial Secretary 
                                                  879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ......................Treasurer 
                                                  352-3292 
Paul Johnson family ..........Custodians 
                                                  548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
                        Sr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  968-4342 
Shannon & Beth Miller ........................  
                        Jr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  879-2410 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
                                                  352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office: 

ziongowr@wccta.net 
 

Stephen Ministry: 
stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
Website Addresses 

ZION: 
www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 

 
COOPERATIVE: 

www.countrysidecoop.org 
 

Zion’s Council 
 

Don Larson ........................................Chair 

Jeff Petersen ..............................Vice-Chair 

Ann Albert                           Beryl Birkland 

Claire Davis                               Gary Kuhn 
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(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 

met at various events.  A 
group of them will also be 
attending the Western Iowa 
Synod Senior High Youth 
Gathering on January 5-6. 

� Jr. Hi and FUSION kids went 
caroling. 

� Jennifer Carlson organized 
and led the annual Sunday 
School Christmas program. 

 
Church Property Team: 
      Update on parsonage kitchen 
project: 
� $4100 donated for the project. 
� Recommend to take loan for 

$10,000 and take $10,000 
from the general budget. 

 
Caring Team: 
� No report. 
 
Finance and Memorial Team: 
� Budget planning is in 

progress – a proposed budget 

will be provided at the 
congregational meeting. 

� A revised Narrative Budget 
was accepted. 

� 2008 budget  proposal 
approved unanimously. 

 
Long Range Planning Team: 
� No report. 
 
Endowed Benevolence Team: 
� No report. 
 
Stewardship Team:  
�  No report. 
 
Worship Team: 
�  Feedback on December 

worship services. 
�  Countryside Ministry worship 

will be February 3. 
� Lent begins on February 6. 
 
Staff Report: 
�  Funeral services were held 

for Ethel Easely on December 
6. 

� Pastor Jim completed a unit 
of Clinical Pastoral Education 

(Continued from page 1) 

ZEB Program 
considerable cost to himself.  The 
story ends with Jesus commanding 
his listeners to “Go and do 
likewise.”  (Luke 10:37) 
         T h e  Z i o n  E n d o w e d 
Benevolence Fund is one of the 
ways we are responding to Jesus’ 
command to “Go and do likewise.”  
The income generated through the 
Fund enables us to extend and 
enrich the kingdom of God by 
witnessing in word and deed to 
people in need both directly and 
through organizations. 

·  Imagine children with 
limited financial resources 
being able to attend Bible 
camp.  

·  Imagine an outreach 
program through which 
elderly are contacted daily 

by phone and weekly in 
person.  

·  I m a g i n e  p r o v i d i n g 
scholarships for seminary 
students that will enable 
them to consider ministry in 
rural areas.  

·  I m a g i n e  p r i s o n e r s 
e x p e r i e n c i n g  t h e 
forgiveness of Christ and 
hope for the future.   

·  Imagine hungry people in 
underdeveloped nations 
rece iv ing seeds and 
livestock that promise a 
future free from hunger.   

·  Imagine the many ways we 
can respond to Jesus’ 
command by caring for 
others. 

        These are just a few of the 
ways we will respond to Jesus’ 
command to “Go and do likewise.”  

in December.  This is a 
continuing education program 
that he began in August. 

� “Living Well, Dying Well,” a 
seminar on wills, living wills, 
durable power of attorney, 
leaving a legacy, etc. is 
scheduled to begin on Sunday, 
February 24 at 4:00 p.m. 

 
Old Business: 
� Discussion regarding the 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r 
amendments to the Countryside 
Ministry agreement. 

 
New Business: 
�  The annual congregational 

budget meeting will be January 
13 immediately following 
worship. 

 
Adjournment with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
  
Next meeting January 22 at 7:00. 

 
Ann Albert, Secretary 

We invite you to imagine even 
more ways that we can “ . . . Care 
for All God’s People, One by One.” 
        This year the Zion Endowed 
Benevolence Program will be 
distributing $20,000 that will be 
used to extend and enrich the 
kingdom of God by witnessing in 
word and deed to people in need.   
We invite you to be involved in that 
process.  Here are some of the ways 
you can be involved: 

·      Pray for the Zion Endowed 
Benevolence that it might be 
a tool that effectively 
extends and enriches the 
kingdom of God. 

·  Share your excitement 
about the Zion Endowed 
Benevolence Program with 
others in order that they 
might catch the vision. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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                                                     December                Y.T.D. 
 
   ACTUAL INCOME                21,903.00             157,650.21 
 
   BUDGETED INCOME            13,486.84             161,842.00 
 
   ACTUAL EXPENSES            14,011.92             158,008.31 
 
   BUDGETED EXPENSES       13,261.82             159,142.00 
 
(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 

Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

Present your bodies as a living sac-
rifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship. 

        Romans 12:1 
 

Wholly Holy 
 

        Health clubs, exercise, diet 
plans . . . our society emphasizes 
the importance of looking young, 
staying fit, and living longer.  
That’s fine, but good things often 
become gods.  Vanity tempts peo-
ple to invest more time and effort 
in their bodies than their souls.  
I’ve nothing against keeping one’s 
body healthy and fit, but what 
makes it a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God? 
        A common answer is that it’s 
the way you live your life that 
makes your body holy and accept-
able to God.  But nothing you do 
makes you or your body holy; only 

Christ does.  He became flesh like 
you to redeem your flesh, suffering 
in His body to make you holy, 
body and all.  He frees you from 
sin—so you live a life apart from 
lust, gluttony, and whatever else 
would defile your body.  When you 
sin, gladly confess it and rejoice in 
His forgiveness, for there is no 
higher worship than to receive the 
forgiveness for which Jesus died.  
He will raise you up on the Last 
Day.  Thank you Jesus, that you 
became flesh to redeem us wholly.  
Amen.         
 

—Mary Orness, Chairperson 

Upcoming Events 
 
February 
   3—Cooperative Worship & 

Hamball Dinner ..10:30 a.m.  
   5—Bible Briefing .....10:00 a.m. 
   6—Rachel Circle ........7:00 p.m. 
   7—Esther & Dorcas Circles 
          ................................ 9:00 a.m. 
        Hostess ......... Colleen Palmer 
        Bible Std . Marjorie Wahlgren 
    —Martha Circle  .......1:30 p.m. 

at church library 
        Hostess .................Mary Lind 
        Bible Study ....Frances Brown 
14—Project Day ............1:30 p.m. 
20—Birthdays at Gowrie Care  
        Center ....................2:30 p.m. 

Martha Circle 
 
Keep in mind:  
April 27 from  
1 1 : 3 0 — 1 : 3 0 :  
roast beef dinner, 
mashed potatoes 
and gravy, green 
beans, dessert, 
coffee & tea. 
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       Our Lenten Soup Suppers will 
begin with Ash Wednesday at the 
Methodist Church on February 6.  
All soup suppers will begin at 6:00 
p.m. and Lenten Services start at 
7:00 p.m.   Zion will host on Febru-
ary 13, 27 and March 12.  Please 
sign up on the sheets in the back of  
church to help furnish soup and 
bars.  When you furnish soup or 
bars we ask that you 
also help in the 
kitchen and with 
clean up that eve-
ning. 
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Pastoral acts since our 
last newsletter: 
 
Funerals: 

Leon A. Liljegren       01/19/2008 
Howard L. Rude         01/21/2008 
 
Memorial Service: 
Keith Sandberg           01/14/2008 
 
Transfers Out: 
Marsha Howard            1/16/2008 
Hillary Howard             1/16/2008 
Jessica Howard             1/16/2008 

       People who must flee their homes quickly often do not have time to 
pack essential items.  A health kit can help refugees to maintain personal 
hygiene while living in exile.  Items also contribute to a new start for 
those who can return home. 
       Zion’s Women of the ELCA are currently collecting items to make 
health kits for Lutheran World Relief.  The following is a list of items 
needed to make one health kit: 

One hand towel, one washcloth, one bath-size bar of soap, any 
brand, one toothbrush, one tube of toothpaste, 5 or 7 oz., one comb, 
wide tooth preferred, one metal nail file, or nail clippers with file 
attached, six Band-Aids, preferably 1/2” to 3/4” wide. 

 
        Wrap items in the towel, tying securely with ribbon or yarn.  Place 
your contributions in the blue plastic container labeled “Lutheran World 
Relief” in the back of the church.  If you do not care to shop, monetary 
contributions are an option.  You can give them to Jean Larson, WELCA 
treasurer, or leave them in the church office. 
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ZEB Program 

·  Generously support the 
Z i o n  E n d o w e d 
Benevolence Program with 
your current gifts and 
planned future gifts, so that 
we can grow in our ability 
to “ . . . Care for All God’s 
People, One by One.” 

·  Imagine ways that we can 
use the funds to love our 
neighbors. 

·  Request grants for specific 
i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d / o r 
organizations who could 
benefit from the Zion 
Endowed Benevolence 
Program 

        If you would like to apply for 
a grant from the Zion Endowed 
Benevolence Program for an 
individual or organization, or if 
you would like more information 
about  the Zion Endowed 
Benevolence Program, please 
contact the church office at 352-
3645. 
 
 Please join us in “Caring for All 
God’s People, One by One.” 

If you would like to give an Easter lily 
or a memorial gift in memory of loved 
ones, a family member or a friend, 
please use the form below.  This may 
be put in the Sunday offering plate or 
brought to the church office.  These 

designated gifts need to be in the office by March 2, 2008 to have 
them listed in the special Easter memorial bulletin insert. 
 
Easter Lily given by: 
 
 
In Loving Memory of: 
 
 
Memorial Gift given in Memory of: 
 
 
Given by: 
 
 
Special Gift Designated for: 

Easter Lilies & Memorials��
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A Song in Praise of Music 

by John Thornburg 
 

When words alone cannot express 
All that our hearts ache to confess, 

Bring music!  Alleluia! 
Bring melody and rhythmic fire! 

Bring instruments, bring bells and 
choir! 

Bring Music!  Alleluia! 
When speech erodes and tempers 

flare, 
When peace gives way to idle dare, 

Bring music!  Alleluia! 
Let psalms restore our memory 

That God has made us to be free! 
Bring Music!  Alleluia! 

When bread is broken, wine is 
poured, 

When we encounter Christ the Lord, 
Bring music! Alleluia! 

When children teach us how to pray, 
When simple heroes show the way, 

Bring Music!  Alleluia! 
Within each season of our lives, 
When every passageway arrives, 

Bring music!  Alleluia! 
Sing when the infant draws a breath, 
Sing when the elder yields to death 

Bring Music! Alleluia! 

 
       During my reading after 
Christmas, I came across this in 
my “Overtones” magazine.  
When I was totally burned out af-
ter two months of music, this 
poem refreshed me.  It’s still mu-
sic that brings me close to God. 

—Colleen 
 

BEGINNERS & 
SONSHINE BELLS 

Feb. 6   ...........Sonshine bells only 
           ........Rebecca Nellis snack 
      13  .. both groups after school 
           ..............Roselyn V. snack 
      20  .. both groups after school 
           .........Olivia Hanson snack 
      27  .. both groups after school 
           ............Allie Carlon snack 
 
       The beginners group will be 
PLAYING IN CHURCH ON 
WED, MARCH 12 AT ZION. 
The Wed. services begin at 7:00.  
Please mark your calendar for 
this night. Both groups have be-

gun new songs. They did great! 
 

MORNING GLORY BELLS 
Feb  3 ............OFF 
      10 ............Practice after church 
      17 ............Practice after church 
      24 ............Practice after church 
 

VESPER RINGERS 
Feb  3 .........PLAY IN CHURCH 
        6 .........OFF-Ash Wednesday 
      13 .........after Lenten service 
      20 .........OFF 
      27 .........after Lenten service 
 

SR. CHOIR 
         Next rehearsal will be Feb. 17 at 
9:00 a.m!  

Zion’s Music Makers 

 
LIBRARY NEWS 

CHURCH  L IBRARY  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Recent acquisitions for our library 
include the following: 
 
Devotional: 
Seasons of Your Heart 

by Macrina Wiederkehr 
Prayers and reflections on Life’s 
Journey (Recommended for 
Lenten reading) 

 
Fiction:  
The Parting 

by Beverly Lewis 
(First book in a new series) 
 
Five for Sorrow, Ten for Joy 

by Rumer Godden 
 

Inspiration:  
Guidepost’s Treasury of Hope 
(an older issue donated) 

 
Theology: 
Powers, Weakness and Taberna-
cling of God 

by Marva Dawn 
 
 
 

Other donated books which are 
duplicate copies include: 

Biography: 
Meeting God at Every Turn 

by Catherine Marshall 
 

Fiction:  
The Crossroad 

by Beverly Lewis 
 

       Thank you to those who have 
donated books to Zion’s Library 
this past year.  We appreciate 
your gifts. 
       Also thanks to those of you 
who remember to return your 
books in good time.  We are still 
missing several books in our Sun-
day School Library and hope to 
see them back soon. 

 
Marjorie Wahlgren, 

Librarian 
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       The Countryside Youth are 
looking for anyone interested in 
loaning them card tables to use for 
their Valentine’s Supper on Febru-
ary 17.  If you have a table you 
would let them use for the evening 
please call the church office 352-
3645 or Claire Davis 352-5261. 

Please come 
and help 

 
Dick Phillips 

 
Celebrate his 
80th Birthday 

Saturday, February 16 
2:00-4:00 p.m. 

Gowrie Community Center 
 

Hosted by his family 

FOR DECEMBER 
 

PRESCHOOL  
Jenna Hanson  

Shaylin Carlson  
Morgan Farnham  

Justin Loseke 
 

KINDERGARTEN  
Carter Lane  

Lincoln Miller 
 

1ST & 2ND GRADE  
Jarrett Loseke 

 
3RD & 4TH GRADE  

Myles Davis  
Connor Trupe 

 
5TH & 6TH GRADE  

Olivia Hanson  
Maria Towne 

 
7TH & 8TH GRADE  

Nick Carlson 

Following are some thank you notes 
that we have received: 
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Zion Lutheran, 
       Just wanted to say thank you 
for the Applebee’s gift card and 
for the care package during fi-
nals week!  Sorry for the lateness 
on the Thank You!  Finals took 
over my life here at ISU.  Re-
member…GO CYCLONES!! 

Love always, 
Ashley McCubbin�

���������������� 		

       We will be Spring cleaning 
our church on Saturday, March 
15 starting at 9:00 a.m.  The 
rafters will be cleaned Tues-
day, March 11 at 6:30 p.m.  
Please plan to come and help 
beautify our church.  Many 
hands make the work much 
quicker and easier.  If you have 
any questions, please call the 
church office or see Paul John-
son or Greg Carlson. 
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      2               Everett & Joyce Hade 
      6                             Pam Kennell 
      7                            Davis Family 
    11                         Colleen Palmer 
                                   Shelly Nelson 
    12               Ellis & Mary Harklau 
    15                        Hannah Carlson 
    14                     Danielle Peterson 

    19                            Andrea Kuhn 
    28                         Ashley Telleen 
         

*  Zion is in need of more members to sign up for “Missionary for a Day.”  
All you need to do is sign your name next to a date on the Missionary Cal-
endar in the library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount you 
wish to give. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   1                            Everett Hade 
   2                              Seth Jepsen 
                                 Colton Kamp 
                                  Ruth Norine 
   3                          Bruce Johnson 
   4                        Paul Piltingsrud 
   6                            Pam Kennell 
                                    Kyle Kruse 
                               Lincoln Miller 
   7                              Sierra Clark 
                                 Ellis Harklau 
   8                            Emma Davis 
                                Mitch Nordin 
11                            Shelly Nelson 
                                    Jon Telleen 
12                            David Fevold 
                             Colleen Palmer 
15                             Drake Baade 
                            Hannah Carlson 
                          Danielle Peterson 
                                 Drew Stanek 
                            Madelyn Stanek 
16                              Kris Carlson 

                                Bruce Towne 
                                Don VanHoff 
 
17                     Audrey Brundage 
                                  Dave Carlon 
                      Ramona Thompson 
18                       Corinne Jackson 
19                       Elizabeth Burger 
                                Andrea Kuhn 
20                             Dick Phillips 
21                       Kathy Mossberg 
22                    Adelynne Peterson 
24                    Irene Christianson 
                           Donita Johanson 
                                Julie Petersen 
25                           Mary Harklau 
                                 Kim Kennell 
                                   Jason Mohr 
26                                Bev Buske 
                                   Jim Carlson 
                              Betty Peterson 
27                           Roy Anderson 
                                   Renae Lane 
28                          Ashley Telleen 

GREETERS 
 

  3                     Bob & Almeda Gordon 
                               Bill & Julie Mosher 
10                            Zach & Tracy Alps 

Kevin & Patty Bessman 
17                       Chris & Cindy Fevold 

Rollie & Pam Speck 
24                        Ellis & Mary Harklau 

Don & Virginia Amandus 
 
 

   
Dan Rasmussen 

Tim Olson 
Doug Bloomquist 

Jim Carlson 
Darrel Mischke 
Ryan Carlson 

 
 
      

  3Countryside Worship 
10             Jeff Petersen 
17     Michael Bessman 
24          Ashley Carlon 
 
 

GOWRIE   
CARE 

CENTER 
 
       
        
   8                    Beryl & Marilyn Birkland 
 22                                         Mary Orness 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kim Rolfes & Gary Kuhn 

FEBRUARY 
CHURCH DUTIES 
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M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


