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   Z i o n 
C o u n c i l 
m e t 
J a n u a r y 
22, 2008.

Don Larson called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
Members present: Claire Davis, 
Beryl Birkland, Gary Kuhn, Don 
Larson, Colleen Palmer, Jim 
Davis and Ann Albert . 
  
Devotions were led by Pastor Jim 
on the topic of forgiveness and 
modeling forgiveness. 
  
A motion to approve the minutes 
as written was made by Gary 
Kuhn and seconded by Colleen 

Palmer.  Motion carried. 
 
Beryl Birkland made a motion to 
approve the Financial Report as 
written .  It was seconded by 
Claire Davis and approved by the 
body. 
 
Team Reports: 
Faith Development Team: 
� Eight senior high youth 

attended the Western Iowa 
Synod youth gathering on 
January 6. 

� Valentine’s Dinner is being 
planned for Feb. 17 ticket 
cost is $12.  A maximum of 
100 tickets will be sold. 

 

(Continued on page 2a) 

March 2008 

This is the bottom line.  Jesus 
wants your trust.  He knows that 
if you try to trust both your 
wealth and him, you are in an 
impossible situation.  Your trust 
will go one way or the other.  
You can’t do both, and he 
doesn’t want to risk losing you.  
Many try to perpetuate this 
impossible situation, trying to 
both please God and please 
wealth.  Can’t be done!  Make a 
choice; make the commitment.  
You will be blessed.   

It has been said that there are 
over 70% of us who do not have 
a will written.  It has also been 
said that, of those who do have a 
will, their wills do not reflect 
their current desires or take 
advantage of the newly revised 
estate tax laws because their 
wills have not been updated.   

As Christians, we have been 
given responsibility to be 
trustees – stewards – of these 
gifts from God which we call our 

(Continued on page 2) 

Zion’s Church Staff  
James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor 
                                                  352-3932 
Rod Meyer ..............Pastoral Associate 
                                                  846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
                                                  352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist ... Stephen Ministry 
                                                  352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant 
                                                  352-3645 
Beth Miller ...........Financial Secretary 
                                                  879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ......................Treasurer 
                                                  352-3292 
Paul Johnson family ..........Custodians 
                                                  548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
                        Sr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  968-4342 
Shannon & Beth Miller ........................  
                        Jr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  879-2410 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
                                                  352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office: .......................ziongowr@wccta.net 

 
Stephen Ministry: .......................................  

stephencoop@hotmail.com 
 

 
Website Addresses 

ZION: ..... www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 
 

COOPERATIVE: ....................................... 
            www.countrysidecoop.org 

  
Zion’s Council  

Don Larson ........................................Chair 

Jeff Petersen ..............................Vice-Chair 

Ann Albert                           Beryl Birkland 

Claire Davis                               Gary Kuhn 

Colleen Palmer                          Kim Rolfes 
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(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 

Church Property Team: 
� Progress is being made on the 

parsonage kitchen. 
� Choir light has been fixed. 
� Two old furnaces need to be 

checked; perhaps replaced 
� Sue Anderson painted the 

bathroom by the church 
office. 

 
Caring Team: 
� No report. 
 
Finance and Memorial Team: 
� No report. 
 
Long Range Planning Team: 
� No report. 
 
Endowed Benevolence Team: 
� 2008 grant solicitation 

process is beginning 
� Applications will be sent out 

soon. 
 
Stewardship Team:  

�  On what date do we want to 
schedule the Phonathon?  It 
was moved by Gary Kuhn to 
have the Phonathon on Feb 24 
a n d  s e c o n d e d  b y 
Colleen.  The motion was 
approved by the body. 

 
Worship Team: 
� Countryside Ministry Joint 

worship service will be 
February 3. 

� Lent begins on February 6 at 
the Methodist Church. 

 
Staff Report: 
� Funeral services were held for 

Keith Sandburg,  Leon 
Liljegren and Howard Rude. 

� “Living Well, Dying Well,” 
will consist of four one-hour 
sessions on different topics: 
living wills, durable power of 
attorney for health care, 
advance funeral planning, and  
leaving a legacy. The first 
session will be Sunday, 

(Continued from page 1) 

ZEB Program 
own.  We know that during life we 
must be good managers of these 
gifts if we are going to adequately 
provide for our family and have 
enough to share with others.  We 
also know that the way we spend 
our money and the causes to which 
we give gifts of money, time and 
talent say a great deal about who 
we are and what is of value to us. 

In our communion liturgy, 
following the offering of our gifts,
we pray, “Merciful Father, we offer 
with joy and thanksgiving what 
you have first given us – our 
selves, our t ime and our 
possessions, signs of your gracious 
love.”  During Pentecost, in the 
prayers of the church, we also pray 
“Almighty God, judge of us all, 
you have placed in our hands the 

wealth we call our own.  Give us 
such wisdom by your spirit that our 
possessions may not be a curse in 
our lives, but an instrument for 
blessing.” 

That is the point.  We are 
blessed to be a blessing.  We can 
be a blessing to our families and 
others we care for, and at the same 
time consider ways we can give 
lasting support to the ministries of 
the church by doing or updating 
our planned giving now, while we 
are reflecting on the abundance that 
God has entrusted to us. 

Please make plans now to 
include our Zion Endowed 
Benevolence Fund in your will and 
estate plan.  This would be your 
legacy that keeps on giving, 
blessing those in need, and 
extending your discipleship even 
after your passing.  

February 24 at 4:00 p.m. with 
the others on the next 3 
consecutive Sundays.   

 
Old Business: 
� Colleen is chairing the organ 

committee and continuing 
research. 

 
New Business: 
�  C la i re b rought  up  the 

possibility of putting a pop 
machine in the church Don 
Larson will check into it. 

 
Adjournment with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
  
Next meeting:  February 26 at 7:00. 

 
Ann Albert, Secretary 

ZION 'S MISSION IS TO CARE BY:
     REACHING OUT TO OTHERS 

         BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS 
IN A CHRIST-CENTERED 
COMMUNITY  

         EMPOWERING TO SERVE 

ZION 'S VISION : 
CARING  FOR ALL  
GOD’S PEOPLE, 
ONE BY ONE 

Zion’s Guiding Principles: 
1.   Jesus is Lord. 
2.   Each person is a child of God. 
3.   Everyone is welcome. 
4.   Love changes us. 
5.   Everyone has gifts to offer. 
6.   The world needs the vision 

we have to offer. 
7.   We exist to serve others. 
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                                                     January                   Y.T.D. 
 
   ACTUAL INCOME                16,269.04               16,269.04 
 
   BUDGETED INCOME            13,920.00               13,920.00 
 
   ACTUAL EXPENSES            15,273.32               15,273.32 
 
   BUDGETED EXPENSES       13,578.52               13,578.52 
 
(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 

Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

For the wages of sin is death, but 
the free gift of God is Eternal Life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

        Romans 6:23 
 

The Wages and the Gift 
 

        Even though modern medicine 
has boosted life expectancy, the 
death rate remains the same—one 
death for every person. 
        The Bible defines death as the 
paycheck for sin.  The paycheck is 
big for each of us, because we la-
bor over time in the employ of sin.  
Sin is born in our hearts.  It grows 
in our thoughts and desires.  It ma-
tures in our words and deeds.  It di-
minishes this life.  It takes us to the 
grave.  Beyond death and the grave 
is the place the Bible describes as a 
condition of weeping, darkness and 
pain.  Hell’s tragedy is final hope-
lessness and despair.  That’s the 

wage. 
       The gift, on the other hand, the 
Bible says is eternal life.  Christ’s 
death and resurrection provide the 
gift.  It’s a costly gift.  The price 
brought Him down from heaven to 
become one of us, to become sin 
for us, to suffer hell on the cross 
and die for us, and to rise again—
all to earn and proclaim the gift for 
us.  The gift is forgiveness, new-
ness of life, a grave that has be-
come the passage to greater life, 
resurrection of the body and eter-
nity with God in heaven.  It’s ours 
now through faith in Jesus and it 
goes on forever. 
       Good and gracious God, help 
me live the gift of eternal life with 
joy, through Jesus my risen Lord.  
Amen.         
 

—Mary Orness, Chairperson 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
March  
  4—Bible Briefing ......10:00 a.m. 
  5—Rachel Circle .........7:00 p.m. 
  6—Esther & Dorcas Circles 
          ................ at church 9:00 a.m. 
        Hostess ........... Pauline Olson 
        Bible Std .. Virginia Amandus 
    —Martha Circle  .......1:30 p.m. 
        Hostess ..........Frances Brown 
        Bible Study ...........Mary Lind 
  7—World Day of Prayer at 

UMC ......................9:30 a.m. 
13—Project Day ............1:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
Keep in mind:  April 27 from  
11:30—1:30:  roast beef dinner, 
mashed potatoes 
and gravy, green 
beans, dessert, 
coffee & tea.  
Tickets will be 
available from 
your circle lead-
ers at the end of 
March. 
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       Our Lenten Soup Suppers will 
continue March 5 at the Methodist 
Church and March 12 at Zion.  All 
soup suppers will begin at 6:00 p.m. 
with services starting at 7:00 p.m.   
Please sign up on the sheets in the 
back of  church to help furnish soup 
and bars.  When you furnish soup 
or bars we ask that you also help in 
the kitchen and 
with clean up 
that evening. 

����������	�����������	�
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The January 2008 Newsletter of Jean Wahl-
strom and Marvin Kananen, Missionaries 

Serving in Tanzania since 1998  
 

Dearly beloved friends, family, sponsors, and those 
people in our lives we know too slightly,  
        We are now between the two great pilgrimages in 
the church calendar.  The first was Advent, when the 
church year begins.  This was the ADVENTure, the 
coming of the Christ child, the birth of the Messiah.  
For four Sundays we moved closer to the day we cele-
brate his birth.  And now the ADVENTure continues 
and we move to the next step. 
        The second journey is different, harder, and more 
meaningful, for this is Lent, the journey to Easter.   
May your Lenten journey be special and spiritual, a 
time of renewal until that holiday of the greatest re-
newal possible:  Easter.  Truly, it doesn’t get any bet-
ter than that!  
        January marks the beginning of a new school year 
at the Maasae Girls Lutheran Secondary School; the 
former Form Fours are gone, awaiting their results to 
see which path they will follow.  The former Form 
Twos who were subjected to an exam to see if they 
could go on to Form Three were also awaiting their 
results.  School had already started when the scores 
did come, and we learned that 7 of our 71 Form Two 
students did not pass.  Two of them had already re-
peated and must leave for non-academic pursuits; the 
other five may re-sit the exams next year if they wish.  
Those in power nationally have decreed that this is to 
be the last year that any Form Two students may re-sit, 
in the future they will get one chance only.  It is not 
easy to gain an education here in Tanzania.  This latest 
ruling hurts our girls more than the others. 
        January 20th saw the graduation of our newest 
From Six students.  In February they take their Form 
Six National Exams to see if they can go further.  To 
pass the exam is like having a passport, it means you 
can go somewhere; but if you are without a ticket to 
travel, you can’t really go anyplace, even when you 
have your passport.  This year we only have nine stu-
dents left who made it through all the hurdles and 
mine-fields of the education system that is so distinc-
tively Tanzanian.  These are the survivors from their 
class of 45.  And, truly, although it may not seem like 

it, a survival rate of 20% is high.   
        Graduation: they were (are) beautiful.  Only nine 
in number, now they walk the plank of  
Fate (also known as Form VI National Exams), some 
to land among the sharks, some to land in shallow wa-
ter with imminent rescue likely.  Believe me, this 
‘imminent rescue’ line is a precursor for the appeal 
we’ll make to you all if they qualify for university 
level (or elsewhere). 
        We were expecting 37 Americans on our campus 
this year to honor this graduation, which would be the 
most we’ve ever had.  But in the three days around 
graduation day, we entertained 65!  We like visitors, 
but we’re feeling cheated because so many are here at 
one time that we never had a chance to sit back and 
bask in their presence.  If any of you happen to be in 
our neighborhood (go to Nairobi, turn south, we’re 
only five hours away), come and lull away some time 
with us.  It’s always nice to come over here on an elec-
tion year so you can escape the news.  We know the 
news in America can be overwhelming. 
        January is ending now.  We made a day-trip to the 
Ngorongoro Crater with eight geography students, 
their teacher, and a mandatory guide, twelve of us in 
the car.  We’d not been back there for about seven 
years, but again we marvel at that place.  It is one of 
the newly named Seven Wonders of the Natural 
World.  Regarding the unnatural world, the mess in 
Kenya continues.  Pray for a quick resolution. 
 
Jean adds these words and then we close:  
� Please pray for the recruiting of Tanzanian teach-

ers of Kiswahili, math, physics and chemistry.  
Most of our other teachers have taken on overloads 
due to the lack of teachers.  The church schools are 
especially feeling the crunch of about 1,000 new 
government secondary schools who are siphoning 
off the private school teachers with promises of 
salary raises, etc.   

� Pray for the Form Six students as they head into 
their national exams, especially for good health 
and energy for this marathon academic experience.   

� Pray for OPERATION BOOTSTRAP AFRICA as 
they seek sufficient sponsors for our new Form 
One class.   

� Pray for our administrators as they make the daily 
decisions regarding students and the farm (it’s 

� 	��	�
�
� �
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       As I pore through my seed 
catalogs, eagerly awaiting spring, 
it looks pretty bleak outside.  Will 
winter ever end?  Will there be 
signs of new life?  My seed cata-
logs promise me that there will, 
and the wonderful thing about life 
is that God promises us that too! 
Have a wonderful EASTER! 
Happy Spring! 

—Colleen 
 

BEGINNERS & 
SONSHINE BELLS 

 
Mar. 5 ...both groups after school 
            .......... Sierra Clark snacks 
      12  ..... Beginners after school 
            ......... Myles Davis snacks 
      19  .......Sonshine after school 
            ................. Colleen snacks 
      26  ...both groups after school 
            ....... Conner Trupe snacks 

       THE BEGINNERS GROUP 
WILL BE PLAYING IN 
CHURCH ON WED, MARCH 
12 DURING THE LENTEN 
SERVICE AT ZION. They need 
to be at church at 6:45.  Soup 
supper begins at 6:00.  Everyone 
is welcome .  They’ve been work-
ing very hard! 

 
MORNING GLORY BELLS 

Mar. 2 .........Practice after church 
         9 .........Practice after church 
       16 .........Practice after church 
       23 ....................... OFF-Easter 
       30 .........PLAY IN CHURCH 
 

VESPER RINGERS 
Mar 5 ....................................OFF 
      12 .......... after Lenten service 
      19 ..................... practice 6:30 
      26 ...................... practice 6:30 
      30 ..........PLAY IN CHURCH 

 
SR. CHOIR 

Please mark your calendars!!! 
March 16—Practice at 9:00—we will 
only have a practice 
March 20—Sing at Maundy Thurs-
day service—warm-up a half hour be-
fore the service.  There will be a prac-
tice after the service that night in 
preparation for Easter. 
March 23—EASTER—SING IN 
CHURCH—We will warm-up at 
10:00 
 
ATTENTION —Kate Alaventis, di-
rector at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Boxholm, and I would like to get our 
choirs together sometime in April.  
She has picked out a song she would 
like to do.  Please check your calen-
dars so we can get a date scheduled 
for a Sunday in April.  Thank you. 

Zion’s Music Makers 

 
LIBRARY NEWS 

 
Recent acquisi-
tions for our li-
brary include the 
following: 
  

Devotional: 
The Book of Common Prayer 
with the Psalter (Psalms of 
David) 
Daily Thoughts for Disciples 

by Oswald Chambers 
 

Fiction:  
Sarah’s Patchwork 

by Stephanie Whitson 
 
Rainbow’s End 

by Irene Hannon 
 

Missions: 
Global Mission Annual 2008 with 
photos of ELCA Missionaries in 
50 countries. 

 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  L IBRARY  

 
The Ten Commandments: Learn-
ing About God’s Law 

by Gloria Truitt 
(Donated by Cheryl Rasmussen) 
 
       You are encouraged to do 
some special reading during the 
Lent and Easter season for your 
spiritual growth.  Any sugges-
tions you have found especially 
helpful would be welcome. 

 
Marjorie Wahlgren, 

Librarian 
 

BOOK  REVIEW  
by Cindy 

Youngquist 
�

Recently someone 
asked me if I had 
read the book; 90 
Minutes In Heaven.  

I had not, but yesterday when I 
walked into our wonderful church 
library looking for another book I 
happened to see it on the shelf.  I 
picked it up and I didn’t put it 
down until I finished it this morn-
ing! 
       90 Minutes In Heaven is a 
true story of death and life by 
Don Piper, an ordained minister 
since 1985.  On his way home 
from a conference, his car was 
crushed by a semi-truck that 
crossed over into his lane, hitting 
him head-on.  Medical personnel 
said he died instantly.  While his 
body lay lifeless inside the ruins 
of his car, Piper experienced the 
glories of heaven, awed by its 
beauty and music.  He writes, 
“When I died, I didn't flow 
through a long, dark tunnel.  I had 
no sense of fading away or com-

(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 5) 

Book Review 
ing back.  I never felt my body be-
ing transported into the light. I 
heard no voices calling to me or 
anything else. In my next moment 
of awareness, I was standing in 
heaven.”  For an hour and a half, he 
wasn't breathing.  The medics had 
pronounced him dead.  Another 
minister returning home from the 
same conference stopped, and as he 
prayed over the body, he began to 
sing, “What a Friend We Have in 
Jesus.”  Suddenly, the “corpse” 
started singing, too!  WOW! 
       The book offers a glimpse into 
a very real dimension of God’s re-
ality.  It encourages those recover-
ing from serious injuries and those 
dealing with the loss of a loved 
one.  I wanted to share this book 
with you and also thank whomever 
it was that mentioned it to me.  We 
have a great library; look into it 
and you might find something en-
joyable you’d like to read and share 
in our next newsletter.  

 
 

       We will be Spring cleaning our 
church on Saturday, March 15 start-
ing at 9:00 a.m.  The rafters will be 
cleaned Tuesday, March 11 at 6:30 
p.m.  Please plan to come and help 
beautify our church.  Many hands 
make the work much quicker and 
easier.  If you have any questions, 
please call the church office or see 
Paul Johnson or Greg Carlson. 

 
The youth group 
will be serving 
Easter Breakfast 
following the sun-
rise service.  Please 
join us for egg cas-

serole, fruit, juice and coffee.  A 
freewill offering will be taken.  Pro-
ceeds will benefit the youth attend-
ing the National Youth Gathering in 
2009.  Matching funds will be pro-
vided by Thrivent Financial for Lu-
therans. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Missionaries 
planting season again).   

� Pray for the final itineration 
pieces of our 2008 Home As-
signment coming in April in the 
Midwest and May in the North-
west. 

 
       These are the special things that 
come to mind this month, but please 
don’t forget to pray for the usual 
sustaining prayers we depend on: 
good health, safety as we travel, con-
tinued effective relationships with 
our host church and school staff, 
spiritual growth and daily feeding, 
etc.   

With love,  
Jean Wahlstrom  

and Marvin Kananen  
ELCA Missionaries serving in  

Tanzania, East Africa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following are some thank you notes 
that we have received: 
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Zion Lutheran, 
       Thank you so much for the 
gift card and package of snacks 
you have sent me.  It is nice to 
know everyone is still thinking 
about and praying for us while 
we are at college. 

Krystal Rasmussen�

Pastoral acts since our last 
newsletter: 
 
Memorial Service: 
Ronald J Jones                2/1/2008 
 
Funerals: 
Opal Anderson             2/19/2008 
 
New Members Received: 
Robert Anderson          1/28/2008 
Todd, Tiffany, Wyatt Bingham and 
Cole Eldridge               2/12/2008 
 
Baptism: 
Becca Lynn 
Anderson 
2/10/2008 
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    13                                  Jill White 
    20                              Bob Gordon 
    23                       Tyler McCubbin 
    25                             Kim Kennell 
    26                      Margaret Telleen 

    28                         Ashley Telleen 
    30                      Marilyn Birkland 

*  Zion is in need of more members to sign up for “Missionary for a Day.”  
All you need to do is sign your name next to a date on the Missionary Cal-
endar in the library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount you 
wish to give. 

 
 
 
 
 
   1                      Linda L. Carlson 
   2                        Lonnie Carlson 
                                 Mary Larson 
                        Brynna Thompson 
   3                               Beth Miller 
   5                            Stacy Suchan 
   7                      Arlene Anderson 
                                      Jake Field 
                                  Noah Jepsen 
   8                             Kyle Fevold 
   9                         Grant Farnham 
10                      Michael Bessman 
                                    Don Bethel 
                                 Dave Hoover 
                                Stacie Nordin 
                                 Don Redman 
11                           Shelby Fevold 
                            Dennis Peterson 
                               Haylee Welter 
12            Christi (Marty) Carlson 
13                            Ellie Carstens 
                                       Jill White 
16                          Rickie Carlson 
                                       Dean Erb 
                                 Doris Nelson 
17                           Oda Anderson 
18                         Wyatt Bingham 
                                Gayle Rabbitt 
19                                Joel Fevold 

20                          Beryl Birkland 
                                  Alan Burger 
                              Karen Monson 
21                           Chris Breeden 
                         Kaily MacDonald 
                                    Jeff Stanek 
22                         Dennis Barnum 
                               Marty Carlson 
                                   Paul Fevold 
                            Dan Hansen, Jr. 
23                                 Brad Lane 
24                            Justin Loseke 
                         Harley McCubbin 
                              Annette Zinnel 
25                            Matt Johnson 
                                 Donna Mohr 
26                      Margaret Telleen 
27                         Marcus Urelius 
28                            Alyssa Speck 
                                  Chloe Speck 
29                           Breyton Cline 
                                  Julie Rabbitt 
30                      Marilyn Birkland 
                             Molly Peterson 
31                             Abby Larson 
                                Tom Petersen 
                                 Gene Thoma 

GREETERS 
 

  2   Linda Carlson & Pauline Anderson 
Blaine & Carla Kamp 

  9                         David & Kim Rolfes 
Dale & Dorothy Anderson 

16                       Steve & Kris Cathcart 
Willis & Sharon Carlson 

23                        Tanner & Jen Carlson 
Dan & Cheryl Rasmussen 

30                  Todd & Tiffany Bingham 
Jeff & Ann Kruse 

 
   

Nik Telleen 
Gary Kuhn 

Todd Anderson 
Brett Carlson 

Trent Farnham 
Michael Bessman 

 
      

  2            Paul Johnson 
  9          Sharon Fevold 
16                         None 
23    Ned Palmer (7:00) 
      Nik Telleen (10:30) 
30            Kris Cathcart 
 
 

GOWRIE   
CARE 

CENTER 
 
        
   9                    Don & Phyllis Rasmussen 
 23                           Mary & Ellis Harklau 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kim Rolfes & Gary Kuhn 

MARCH 
CHURCH DUTIES 
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M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


