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   Z i o n 
C o u n c i l 
m e t 
February, 
26 2008.

Jeff Petersen called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
Members present: Colleen 
Palmer, Kim Rolfes, Jeff 
Petersen, Gary Kuhn, Beryl 
Birkland, and Ann Albert . 
  
Colleen led devotions on the 
theme of being tested by God. 
  
Kim moved to approve the 
minutes and Colleen seconded. 
Minutes were approved. 
 
Gary moved to accept the 

f inancial report.   Beryl 
seconded.   Passed. 
 
Team Reports: 
Faith Development Team: 
�  Senior High youth hosted the 

Valentine’s Day Dinner on 
February 17. 

� Seven senior high youth 
attended a lock-in at Atlantic 
on February 23-24. 

Church Property Team: 
�  The parsonage kitchen is 

almost completed.  Upon 
completion, an open house 
will be scheduled so that the 
congregation can see it.   T h e 
cost has nearly been met. 

(Continued on page 2a) 

April 2008 

This article is based on remarks 
offered during the announcement 
of the Zion Endowed Benevolence 
awards for 2008 on Easter 
Sunday.  
 
·  First, thanks to our Team: 

David Anderson, Linda 
Carlson, Andrea Kuhn, Rob 
Peterson and Pastor Jim 
Davis.   

·  Thanks also to those of you 
who have already made gifts 
t o  Z i o n ’ s  E n d o w e d 
Benevolence Fund OR who 

have made a planned future 
gift to the Fund in your estate 
plan or your will. 

·   The Fund has now grown to 
over $400,000. 

·   Our policy is to distribute 5% 
per year in benevolence 
grants, so this means that 
$20,000 will be awarded this 
year. 

·   The grants awarded this year 
are listed separately in this 
newsletter. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Zion’s Church Staff  
James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor 
                                                  352-3932 
Rod Meyer ..............Pastoral Associate 
                                                  846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
                                                  352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist .................................  

Stephen Ministry Leader 
                                                  352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant 
                                                  352-3645 
Beth Miller ...........Financial Secretary 
                                                  879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ......................Treasurer 
                                                  352-3292 
Paul Johnson family ..........Custodians 
                                                  548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
                        Sr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  968-4342 
Shannon & Beth Miller ........................  
                        Jr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  879-2410 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
                                                  352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office .........................ziongowr@wccta.net 

 
Stephen Ministry .........................................  

stephencoop@hotmail.com 
 

Website Addresses 
ZION ...... www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 

 
COOPERATIVE ........................................ 

            www.countrysidecoop.org 
  

Zion’s Council 
Don Larson ........................................Chair 

Jeff Petersen ..............................Vice-Chair 

Ann Albert                           Beryl Birkland 

Claire Davis                               Gary Kuhn 

Colleen Palmer                          Kim Rolfes 
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(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 

Caring Team: 
� No report. 
 
Finance and Memorial Team: 
� No report. 
 
Long Range Planning Team: 
� No report. 
 
Endowed Benevolence Team: 
� 2008 grants are being 

solicited. Grant application 
deadline is March 13. 

 
Stewardship Team:  
�  The Phonathon will be held 

March 9, 5:30 p.m., at the 
Community Building 

 
Worship Team: 
�  Maundy Thursday worship 

will be March 20 at 7:00 p.m. 

�  Good Friday worship will be 
March 21 at 7:00 p.m. 

�  Easter Sunday worship will 
be March 23 at 7:00 and 
10:30 

�  We will be serving coffee 
before the service.  

 
Staff Report: 
� Funeral service for Opal 

Anderson was March 19. 
� “Living Well, Dying Well,” a 

seminar series about living 
wills, durable power of 
attorney for health care, 
funeral pre-planning, and 
leaving a legacy will begin 
Sunday, February 24. 

 
Old Business: 
� Report  of  the Organ 

Committee:  They has been 
visited Critchett’s in Des 

(Continued from page 1) 

ZEB Program 
·  Our Endowed Benevolence 

Program is based on the 
commands of Jesus:  
1.  Love one another. 
2.  Make disciples. 
3.  (From the Good Samaritan 

parable) “go and do likewise” 
More specifically (from Matt. 
25), we are commanded to: 
1.  Feed the hungry. 
2.  Quench the thirsty. 
3.  Clothe the naked. 
4.  Care for the sick.  
5.  Visit the imprisoned. 
6.  Welcome the stranger. 

·  For those of you who have not 
as yet included our Zion 
Endowed Benevolence Fund in 
your estate planning, we ask you 
to please, please give this your 
most prayerful consideration.  
Please remember this “engine 
for discipleship” in your will.   

·  In the meantime, current gifts 
are deeply appreciated.  Our 

Giving Tree leaves and stones 
may be inscribed to memorialize 
loved ones, honor family or 
friends, offer gratitude for 
blessings or commemorate 
events important to the donor. 

·   This year, 5% of $400,000 has 
meant $20,000 in benevolence 
grants; in ten years or fewer, 
(dream along with me here) 5% 
of possibly $5,000,000 would 
mean $250,000 in mission and 
ministry grants being generated 
each year by our Endowed 
Benevolence Fund – our “engine 
for discipleship!”  With our 
current and legacy gifts, we can 
do this!  Let’s join together in 
this vision!  We can do this!  

·   Remember (from Luke 12), the 
story of the man who had such 
abundance that he planned to 
tear down his overflowing barns 
and build bigger ones?  God said 
to him, “You fool, this very 
night your life is being 
demanded of you!  And the 

Moines and Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Story City to see an 
Allen organ.  They have 
received information from 
Darrow Pipe Organ Company 
in Onawa and Dewey Kruger 
Music in Northwood.  They 
plan on visiting some area 
churches to view their video 
formats.  Many options for 
music for worship are being 
considered. 

 
New Business: 
�  No new business. 
 
Adjournment with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
  
Next meeting:  March 25 at 7:00. 

 
Ann Albert, Secretary 

things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?” 

·   To paraphrase: “The assets that 
have been entrusted to you, to 
whose glory will they be used, 
and how will the commands of 
Jesus be honored?” 

Please join me in a word of prayer:  
Almighty God,   
We thank you for all creation;   
We thank you for giving us life;  
We thank you for your bountiful 

grace, your unconditional 
love, your mercy, your 
f o r g i v e n e s s ,  y o u r 
f a i t h f u l n e s s ,  y o u r 
reconciliation of all of us to 
you, through Christ Jesus; 

We thank you for the joy of 
k n o w i n g  y o u ,  o f 
experiencing your loving 
presence in the air and wind 
around us and in the breath 
within us;  

Help us to love one another; 
Help us to be who you want us 

(Continued on page 3) 
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                                                     February                 Y.T.D. 
 
   ACTUAL INCOME                10,019.00               26,288.04 
 
   BUDGETED INCOME            13,920.00               27,840.00 
 
   ACTUAL EXPENSES            14,209.13               29,482.45 
 
   BUDGETED EXPENSES       13,837.10               27,415.62 
 
(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 

Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

All-Inclusive 
 

God has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heav-
enly places. 

Ephesians 1:3 
 

 
        One winter we enjoyed an all-
inclusive vacation trip.  The pro-
vider expected the payment up 
front.  After we made the painful 
payment, we were lavished in 
grace. 
        A huge price had to be paid to 
make us right with God.  The bill 
was paid through Jesus’ suffering, 
death, and resurrection.  The pay-
ment for the debt of our sin is pre-
sented to us as a gift, compliments 
of God, through our Baptism into 
Christ.   
        God’s gift is all-inclusive .  
Along with the forgiveness of sins, 

God grants us “. . . every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places.”  
Included in the gift is the privilege 
of being God’s children and shar-
ing the inheritance of the saints. 
       Through the Holy Spirit’s 
power, we partake of Christ’s di-
vine nature (2 Peter 1:4).  Christ is 
constantly present to guide and 
protect us.  In fact, God is willing 
to do more for us than we could ask 
or even think.  (Ephesians 3:20)  
God lavishes us with the all-
inclusive benefits Christ has pur-
chased and won for us, and He 
leads us to believe and trust His 
promises, that we may enjoy them. 
       Lord, thank you for the grace 
You have lavished on us.  Amen. 
 

—Mary Orness, Chairperson 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
April  
  1—Bible Briefing ......10:00 a.m. 
  2—Rachel Circle .........7:00 p.m. 
  3—Dorcas Circle ........  9:00 a.m. 
        Hostess ....Dorothy Anderson 
        Bible Std ..Phyllis Rasmussen 
    —Esther Circle ........  9:00 a.m. 
        Hostess ....... Ruth E. Sandeen 
        Bible Std ......... Pauline Olson 
    —Martha Circle  .......1:30 p.m. 
        Hostess ............ Rita Peterson 
        Bible Study ......Ruby Phillips 
  8—Twin River Valley Cluster 8 

Spring Event .........1:30 p.m. 
Christ Lutheran, Fort Dodge 

10—Project Day ............1:30 p.m. 
16—Birthday Party at Gowrie 

Care Center ...........2:30 p.m. 
Esther Circle, hosts 

27—Roast Beef Dinner              
11:30 a.m.—
1:30 p.m.  

        All circles 
please help 
with this 
event. 
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(Continued from page 2) 

ZEB Program 

to be, to do what you call us 
to do, to “go, and do 
likewise”; 

Help us to be compassionate as 
you are compassionate; 

Deepen our trust in you, 
Almighty God, and guide us 
in our discipleship with the 
peace, power and presence 
of your holy spirit;  

All praise, honor and glory be 
yours, forever and ever, 
Amen. 

    
 
Dennis Barnum, 
Endowed Benevolence Chair           
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The March 2008 Newsletter of Jean Wahl-
strom and Marvin Kananen, Missionaries 

Serving in Tanzania since 1998  
 

Dearest Friends, Colleagues, Sponsors, Family, and, 
especially, you,  

Greetings from the bush in East Africa.  To re-
mind you, this year the African March only has 20 
days for us, at which point, on Maundy Thursday, we 
will fly out of here for America, not to return until late 
May.  We will be in Michigan, Iowa, Minnesota, 
Washington, and California.  We will speak at 35 dif-
ferent sites and get our physical and dental work done.  
Also, if you know us at all, you’ll understand that be-
tween speaking engagements we will be talking. 

The Form Six girls have gone out of our lives.  In 
a sense they are like our own children: they’ll only 
come back when they need money.  The Form Six test 
results will be out in April and only then will they 
know their options.  Unfortunately, their options do 
not always match their hearts.  When we return to 
Tanzania in late May, we expect the nine 2008 girls to 
be lined up at our door.  Half of them will be easy to 
handle, they will have done well on the test, they will 
have their applications and financial figures in hand, 
and they will go on.  The remaining students will be in 
two groups, half will have their applications and finan-
cial records, but not the grades and so we will help 
them find alternatives.  The second group will have 
applications to places like Uganda or somplace else 
inordinately unaffordable but without merit regarding 
their futures.  Our graduates can only apply for one 
educational opportunity after MGLSS, if they choose 
to get a six-month certificate in nursery school teach-
ing, so be it.  But we urge them to go as far as their 
numbers (test scores and financial support) can go. 

When we are stateside, if you come to hear us 
speak, please come up and identify yourself.  And, 
help out this missionary; tell me your name, even if 
I’ve called you ‘Mom’ all my life, give me a hint.  Tell 
us who you are and your link.  I have hated the feeling 
of being too polite to ask, knowing I knew you and 
liked you but not having any of the details, then realiz-
ing too late, “Oh, that was . . . !  She/he/they was/were 
instrumental in . . .”  Rather than assuming we know 
who you are (and generally we do), tell us your name.  

Especially for the male of the ‘us.’  
We’re packing now, making our lists and check-

ing them twice, setting up the appointments we need 
to make, trying to think like Americans in an African 
setting after years of being Americans trying to think 
like Africans.  The reason we wear nametags is not for 
your benefit, but for ours.  Really.   

We have one wildlife sighting that happened yes-
terday.  There were two doors on campus that had 
never closed, ever.  And these were solid-core doors, 
too heavy to carry.  I hauled them to the car, loaded 
them, brought them home, cut them (handsaw), re-
turned them, one fit really well and the other took an 
hour’s work to finish.  I drove the car home.  (Dull 
story, huh?).  And then, after a cup of coffee, I walked 
back up to campus.  There, in the middle of our drive-
way, was a 20 inch cobra with a full grown mouse in 
its mouth.  The mouse looked impossibly big to eat.  
The snake wasn’t going to eat it anyway; some large 
white Toyota Land Cruiser had, at the moment the 
snake seized the mouse, at the moment the mouse was 
saying to itself, “Bad day! Bad day!” run them over.  
There was the snake thinking, “I won’t need to eat for 
a week,” focusing on the mouse.  There was the mouse 
in the jaws of the cobra, looking up, seeing the big tire 
rolling toward them, saying his last words, “This is 
really a bad day!”  And, of course, there was the happy 
Lutheran missionary smugly aware only of the fact 
that the doors were now closing, smilingly oblivious 
as he ran over both snake and mouse.  Interestingly 
enough, by the time I walked back, the ants and flies 
were saying to themselves, “This is a really good day.” 
This story is not so much about wildlife, but about 
how I sometimes think we’re impacting society:  the 
ants and flies are doing well but the snakes are not.  
Yet, for whatever impact we have on society, if we 
help break the pattern of the fathers selling their cir-
cumcised, twelve-year-old daughters for cows, I feel 
as badly about that as I do about running over the poi-
sonous snake.  

We ask your prayers for safety in all the travel 
during these next two months in the USA, (especially 
for staying on the RIGHT side of the road), for health 
as we jump from 85 degrees to Midwest weather, for 
the Form Six students here as they wait for their exam 

(Continued on page 6) 
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       It’s hard to believe that we 
are already to April.  Hopefully, 
April showers will bring May 
flowers!  What a wonderful time 
of year to see everything come to 
life again. 
       Everyone has worked so hard 
this year.  I hope you know how 
much I appreciate your time and 
talents!  Thanks!!!! 

—Colleen 
 
 

BEGINNERS & 
SONSHINE BELLS 

Apr. 2  ............... NO PRACTICE 
        9  ...both groups after school 
            ....... Lucas Pontius snacks 
      16  ...both groups after school 
            ..Kaelan Lundberg snacks 
      23  ...both groups after school 
            ......Hayley Jerome snacks 
      30  ...both groups after school 
            ..... bring your own snacks 

       In May we will go to the 
Care Center and play for them.  
The date is yet to be decided.  It 
will be on a Wednesday after 
school. 

 
MORNING GLORY BELLS 

      You are done with practices 
after you have played in church 
on March 30.  Thank you very 
much for all of the time you have 
put in on Sundays.  You’ve been 
a great group to work with!!!!!! 
 

VESPER RINGERS 
Apr. 2 ................NO PRACTICE 
        9 ..................... practice 6:30 
      16 ..................... practice 6:30 
      23 ...................... practice 6:30 
      30 ...................... practice 6:30 
May 4 .........PLAY IN CHURCH 
 
      You will be done after this 
Sunday.  Thanks so much for all 

of your hard work during the year!  
It’s been fun!!!  Have a great spring 
and summer. 
 

SR. CHOIR 
        We will rehearse on Sunday, 
April 6 at 9:30, and Sunday, April 20 
at 9:00 a.m.  We will sing in church 
that Sunday.  The following Sunday 
on April 27, we will go to the Box-
holm Lutheran Church and sing with 
their choir.  Please mark this on your 
calendars.  We need to be down to 
Boxholm by 9:00 a.m. for a rehearsal.  
Their church is at 10:30 a.m.  Should 
be fun!  Thanks also to all of you for 
your work through the year and the 
willingness to participate in small 
groups or solos.  Your talent is amaz-
ing!!!!!! 

Zion’s Music Makers 

ZION 'S MISSION IS TO CARE BY:
     REACHING OUT TO OTHERS 

         BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS 
IN A CHRIST-CENTERED 
COMMUNITY  

         EMPOWERING TO SERVE 

 
LIBRARY NEWS 

 
Several of the 
following books 
have been do-
nated to our li-
brary this past 
month and we 

thank Gene and Sandi Thoma es-
pecially for their contribution. 
 
 
 
Bible Study Helps: 
Bible and Ethics in the Christian 
Life 

by B. Birch and L Rasmussen 
 

Understanding the Bible 
by Stephen Harris 

 

Biography: 
Night 

by Elie Wiesel 
(Translated by Marion Wiesel) 

\ 
I Grew Up Little 

by Patsy Clairmont 
 

Church History:  
High Expectations 
(ELCA’s Early Years 1988-2002) 

by Edgar Trexler 
 

One Great Cloud of Witnesses 
by Lowell Almen 

 
Fiction:  
Jacob’s List 

by Stephanie Whitson 
 
The Fisherman’s Lady 

by George MacDonald 

Inspiration:  
How Much is Enough? 

by Arthur Simon 
(Hungering for God in an affluent 
culture) 
 
Extraordinary Living for Ordi-
nary Men 

by Sam Shoemaker 
 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  L IBRARY  
 

Parable of the Lily 
(An Easter Story) 

by Liz Higgs 
 
 

 
Marjorie Wahlgren, 

Librarian 
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11. Church of the Damascus 
Road Re-entry Aftercare
 .................................... $2,500 

12. Tyler Rasmussen Seminary 
Matching Fund .........$3,500                                 

The Zion Endowed 
Benevolence Fund 
Award Recipients 
for 2008 as an-
nounced on Easter 
Sunday morning are: 

1. Zion Lutheran Scholarship 
Program for our graduating 
high school seniors ....... $  500 

2. Lutheran Lakeside Camper-
ships for youth in WIS who 
would otherwise be unable to 
benefit from a camping experi-
ence .............................. $1,000 

3. Igumbilo Lutheran Girl’s 
School scholarships for two 
Tanzanian girls to attend sec-
ondary school ............... $1,000 

4. Operation Bootstrap to help 
a graduate of the Tanzanian 
Maasae Girls’ Secondary 
School continue her education 

at a college ....................$1,000 

5. Beloit/Ride with the King 
program of building trust rela-
tionships with/for abused and 
neglected children .........$1,500 

6. Millenium Ministries to pro-
vide food, medicine and other 
necessities to the poverty-
stricken of Nicaragua ....$1,500 

7. Ilembula Lutheran Hospital 
to provide washers & dryers 
for the hospital ..............$1,500 

8. Leslee Mogenson Handicap 
Support Fund ..............$1,500 

9. Western Iowa Synod Gift 
Planner Fund ..............$2,000 

10. FUSION an alternative wor-
ship experience for youth and 
others who do not normally 
connect on Sunday mornings
 ......................................$2,500    

(Continued from page 4) 

Missionaries 
results, for the teachers who will be 
assisting us in the O-level classes 
while we are gone, and for OPERA-
TION BOOTSTRAP AFRICA as 
they search for sponsors for our new 
Form One class. 

We love and appreciate all 
you’ve done to make our ministries 
possible.  May you all be more 
richly blessed than you deserve .  .  .  
and you deserve a lot of blessings.   

Love, 
Jean Wahlstrom 

and 
Marvin Kananen  

ELCA-GM missionaries serving 
in Tanzania  
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        Finally!  The first day of 
Spring!  It has been a long winter 
for all of us, but especially for our 
shut-ins and care center residents.  
Do you have some free time? 
        If so please consider this re-
quest. The care center was inquiring 

if we have anyone that would be 
willing to come out and push a 
wheel chair resident around out 
side.  We need to wait until the days 
are sunnier and warmer, but by ask-
ing in advance we will be able to 
begin when those days arrive.  
There is a sign up sheet on the table 
at the back of the church.  The Gow-
rie Care Center is looking for any-
one willing to come and share a lit-
tle time with someone who would 
love to go outside.  They especially 
thought it would be fun for our 
youth to give a few moments of 
their time to our local seniors.  This 
could be a good project for our 
youth groups.  See Cindy 
Youngquist if you have questions.�

ZION 'S VISION : 
CARING  FOR ALL  
GOD’S PEOPLE, 
ONE BY ONE 

Pastoral acts  
since our last 
newsletter: 

 
 
 
Funerals: 
Linda Persinger            3/14/2008 
George Kullberg          3/25/2008 
Audrey Brundage         3/28/2008 
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      6        Dan & Cheryl Rasmussen 
    20                   Jim & Pat Peterson 
    23                    Dorothy Anderson 
         

         

*  Zion is in need of more members to sign up for “Missionary for a Day.”  
All you need to do is sign your name next to a date on the Missionary Cal-
endar in the library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount you 
wish to give. 

 
 
 
 
 
   1                      Dale Carlson, Jr. 
                                  Gage Fevold 
                        Janice Hockemeier 
                                  Russ Norine 
   3                            Bryce Fevold 
                                  Brett Larson 
                         Kiersten McGuire 
                                  Jean Warren 
   4                      Shawn Anderson 
   5                          Don Amandus 
   6                                Kyle Kuhn 
                               Martha Norine 
                        Russell Thompson 
   7                     Whittney Mosher 
                                 Izaiah Taylor 
   8                             Tom Rabbitt 
   9                           Becca Fevold 
                                  Barb Rabbitt 
                                 Brock Stanek 
10                             Kristin Mohr 
                         Carson Thompson 
11                                Erin Frahm 
                                  Sherri Schill 
12                   Chuck Christianson 
                                       Jo Fevold 
                           Marj Rasmussen 
                               Nicole Vought 
14                             Jerrod Frahm 
                                    Carrie Pelz 

18              Jennifer (Jim) Carlson 
                             Kathy Peterson 
                                   Kim Rolfes 
                         Madeline Weipert 
19                    Virginia Amandus 
                                 Robert Sease 
20                    Casey Bloomquist 
                                Angie Jepson 
                              Lindsey Kruse 
                          Eleanor Kullberg 
                            Natalie Petersen 
21                          Cecilia Crouse 
                            Spencer Suchan 
22                            Corliss Schill 
23                    Dorothy Anderson 
24                          Corrine Jensen 
                                 Jake Wabeke 
26                                Max Davis 
                            Don Rasmussen 
27                          Preston Fevold 
                               JaiCe Jackson 
                              Vicki Mischke 
30                             Jeff Petersen 

GREETERS 
   

  6                     Bob & Almeda Gordon 
Don & Phyllis Rasmussen 

13       Leanne Keith & Pauline Carlson 
Marv & Corrine Jensen 

20                        Gary & Kellie Welter 
Chuck & Irene Christianson 

27                    Todd & Vicki Anderson 
Rod & Shelly Warehime 

 
 

   
Chris Fevold 
Bob Schill 

Lonnie Carlson 
Merlyn Jensen 
Bud Johanson 
Aaron Darnell 

 
      

   
  6           Ruth Sandeen 
13             Janet Carlon 
20           Brie McGuire 
27               Greta Jansa 
 
 

GOWRIE   
CARE 

CENTER 
 
        

   6                       Dennis & Carol Barnum 
 20                 Chuck & Irene Christianson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeff Petersen & Claire Davis 

APRIL 
CHURCH DUTIES 
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M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


