
Council Minutes 

A Publication of Zion Lutheran Church Volume 5 Issue 10 

1003 Church Street, PO Box 63, Gowrie, IA  50543 

   Z i o n 
C o u n c i l 
m e t 
M a r c h 
25, 2008.  

Don Larson called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
Members present:  Don Larson, 
Beryl Birkland, Colleen Palmer, 
Jeff Petersen, Ann Albert, and 
Pastor Jim Davis. 
  
Pastor Jim led devotions. 
  
Colleen made a motion to 
approve the minutes and Beryl 
seconded.  Passed. 
 
Ann made a motion to accept the 
f i nanc ia l  repor t .   J e f f 

seconded.   Passed. 
 
Team Reports: 
Faith Development Team: 
�  Senior High youth hosted the 

Easter Breakfast. 
 
Church Property Team: 
�  The parsonage kitchen is 

nearing completion.  All that 
remains is window trim and 
registers.  The total bill for 
the project is $26,150.  
$17,700 has come from the 
congregations towards the 
project. 

� The cleaning day was a 
success.  We appreciate 

(Continued on page 2a) 

May 2008 

One of the 
p r o m i s e s 
parents make 
at the baptism 
o f  t h e i r 
children is “to 
place in their 
hands the 
h o l y 
scr iptures. ”  

This means more than simply 
purchasing a Bible for a child; it 
involves making certain they 
know what is between the covers. 

In order to help you fulfill that 

promise, we invite students who 
are in 3rd and 7th grade and their 
parents to Run through the Bible 
on Wednesday, May 14 from 
7:00 – 8:30 p.m.  Run through 
the Bible is intended to give each 
participant a basic overview of 
the Bible and just a little taste of 
what can be found between its 
covers. 

New Bibles will be presented 
to all participants during worship 
on Sunday, May 18. 

Please call the office if you 
have questions. 

Zion’s Church Staff  
James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor 
                                                  352-3932 
Rod Meyer ..............Pastoral Associate 
                                                  846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
                                                  352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist .................................  

Stephen Ministry Leader 
                                                  352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant 
                                                  352-3645 
Beth Miller ...........Financial Secretary 
                                                  879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ......................Treasurer 
                                                  352-3292 
Paul Johnson family ..........Custodians 
                                                  548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
                        Sr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  968-4342 
Shannon & Beth Miller ........................  
                        Jr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  879-2410 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
                                                  352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office .........................ziongowr@wccta.net 

 
Stephen Ministry .........................................  

stephencoop@hotmail.com 
 

Website Addresses 
ZION ...... www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 

 
COOPERATIVE ........................................ 

            www.countrysidecoop.org 
  

Zion’s Council 
Don Larson ........................................Chair 

Jeff Petersen ..............................Vice-Chair 

Ann Albert                           Beryl Birkland 

Claire Davis                               Gary Kuhn 

Colleen Palmer                          Kim Rolfes 
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(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 

everyone who showed up to 
help. 

� The west sidewalk is the next 
project. 

� We are rewiring the entire 
church. 

 
Caring Team: 
� No report. 
 
Finance and Memorial Team: 
� No report. 
 
Long Range Planning Team: 
� No report. 
 
Endowed Benevolence Team: 
� 2008 grants have been 

announced. 
�  
 
Stewardship Team:  
�  Our goal for the completion 

of the Phoneathon is April 1. 

 
Worship Team: 
�  Feedback regarding Lent, 

Holy Week, and Easter 
services.  

 
Staff Report: 
� Funeral services were held for 

Linda Persinger and George 
Kullberg. 

� Pastor Jim will be taking a 
mediation training course 
from March 31 through April 
4 that is offered by the 
Lombard Institute.  The North 
Central Iowa Presbytery is 
underwriting the majority of 
the cost.  The course will be 
held in Ames. 

 
Old Business: 
� No old business. 
  
New Business: 
�  Missionary talk with light 

dinner will be held on 

 

Tuesday, April 1. 
� We discussed where the holiday 

offerings should go.  Colleen 
moved and Beryl seconded that 
the offerings be distributed as 
follows:    

· Thanksgiving offering to 
World Hunger.   

· Christmas offering to the 
Well Project in Africa and 
Bremwood.   

· Easter offering to the Church 
of the Damascus Road and 
Lutheran Lakeside. 

� Discussed private baptisms. 
� Coffee time Sunday mornings. 
 
Adjournment with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
  
Next meeting:  April 22 at 7:00. 

 
Ann Albert, Secretary 

Graduate  
Recognition Sunday 

 
        On Sunday, May 11, we will be recognizing our 
2008 High School graduates and their parents during 
the worship service.   
 
2008 graduating students are: 
Amanda Bessman, daughter of Kevin Bessman and 

Patti Bessman 
Amy Carlon, daughter of David Carlon and Janet Car-

lon 
Ryan Carlson, son of Rick Carlson and Jill Mischke  
Preston Fevold, son of David Fevold and Penny Kitch        
Tim Goodale, son of Virgil and Marsha Goodale 
Paul Johnson, Jr ., son of Paul and Kathleen Johnson 
Trevor Larson, son of Alan Larson and Sharon Fevold 
Tanner Miller , son of Scott and Jan Miller 
Whittney Mosher, daughter of Bill and Julie Mosher 
 
        Congratulations and best of luck in your future 
endeavors.  May you always keep God close to you. 

This quilt was donated in memory of Phyllis Norine 
to the Lutheran Lakeside Camp’s Annual Quilt Auc-
tion which was held on April 19 at Grace Lutheran 
Church in Des Moines.  The quilt was designed and 
cut by Phyllis and the Women of Zion completed the 
quilt this past winter. 

REMINDER:  The last day of Sunday School 
will be Sunday, May 18.  Thank you to every-
one who has made this year such a joy.  Have 
a great summer and see you next fall!! 
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                                                     March                      Y.T.D. 
 
   ACTUAL INCOME                15,933.60               42,221.64 
 
   BUDGETED INCOME            13,920.00               41,760.00 
 
   ACTUAL EXPENSES            13,690.26               43,172.71  
 
   BUDGETED EXPENSES       13,837.10               41,252.72 
 
(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 

Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

The Gift of Kindness! 
 

Be kind to one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving one another, as 
God in Christ has forgiven you. 

Ephesians 4:32 
 

 
        After placing several items in 
the grocery cart, I headed for the 
check-out line.  Several customers 
were in front of me.  I found my-
self people-watching.  Soon I no-
ticed an irritated man in the next 
line.  He was waiting behind a 
young woman with a fussy child.  
She was beginning to count change 
and looked worried.  “Don’t tell me 
you don’t have enough for the gro-
ceries,” the man said loudly.  “How 
can you come in here without any 
money?” 
        The young mother was $20 
short when all her change was 

counted.  What the woman had for 
food was for a meal, food for her 
child and diapers.  She had no frills 
that I could see.  I found myself 
passing a $20 bill to the cashier.  
The young mother was embar-
rassed but looked genuinely grate-
ful. 
       As I walked out the store, the 
irate man passed me and said, 
“You just got taken.” 
       My immediate response was, 
“God knows my heart.  I am not 
worried.”  Despite the feeling that I 
have no money to spare, I had 
given freely and I realized that God 
had given me this opportunity to 
test my faith. 
       God calls us to care for others.  
Thank you, Lord, for opportunities 
to help others and to strengthen our 
faith. 
 

—Mary Orness, Chairperson 

Upcoming Events 
 
April  
29—Bible Briefing ......10:00 a.m. 
 
May 
  1—Dorcas Circle ........  9:00 a.m. 
        Hostess ....... Donita Johanson 
        Bible Std ....... Colleen Palmer 
    —Esther Circle ........  9:00 a.m. 
        Hostess .... Virginia Amandus 
        Bible Std ......... Mary Harklau 
    —Martha Circle  .......1:30 p.m. 
        Hostess ........ Pauline Carlson 
        Bible Study ....... Mary Orness 
  6—May Morning Coffee & 

Bake Sale . 9:00—11:00 a.m. 
        Rachel & Dorcas circles in 

charge.  All women bring 
items for the bake sale. 

  7—Rachel Circle .........7:00 p.m. 
        Hostess ............Dawn Loseke 
         Bible Study ........Kris Lowery 

or Almeda Gordon 
  8—Project Day ............1:30 p.m. 
21—Bingo at Gowrie Care Cen-

ter ...........................2:30 p.m. 
Martha Circle, hosts 

bring 3 dozen cookies 
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        I want to THANK ALL OF 
YOU so much for all the wonder- 
ful music you have provided 
through the church year!!!!  It al-
ways amazes me what great talent 
we have in our church.  It’s hard 
to believe that it’s already May. 
May always seems such a long 
time off when we start in Septem-
ber, but time has once again 
flown by.  I pray you all will have 
a safe and happy summer!  God’s 
blessings to you.  
 

—Colleen 
 

BEGINNERS & 
SONSHINE BELLS 

 
       May 7 will be our last day 
for practices.  I would like to pick 
the kids up from the high school 
and then we will go out to the 
Care Center to play for the peo-
ple.  When we are done we will 
stop at the grocery store for a 
snack.  After that we will return 
to the church where you may pick 
up your child.  Thank you so 

much for letting your child play 
in bells.  Both groups have been a 
lot of fun and I hope they all will 
return next fall!  Have a great 
summer! 
 

VESPER RINGERS 
 

       You will be playing on Sun-
day, May 4.  Thank you for par-
ticipating in this group!  It’s al-
ways a lot of fun.  You make my 
Wednesday nights very enjoy-
able.  Enjoy your summer and I 
hope to see all of you next fall! 
 

SR. CHOIR 
        You will have one more Sun-
day to sing which is May 18. We 
will practice at 9:00 and then sing 
in church!  This is Holy Trinity 
Sunday and we don’t get a 
chance to sing on this Sunday 
very often, so I really want to 
have lots of music on this Sun-
day!  Thanks for all of your hard 
work.  It’s so much fun to have 
such a good Choir!!!!!!!  
Have a fun summer! 

The members of 
Zion Lutheran 
Church are invited 
to stay following 
worship on Sunday, 
May 4 to help Tim 
Goodale celebrate 
his graduation from 
Prairie Valley High 
School: 
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Zion’s Music Makers 

ZION 'S MISSION IS TO CARE BY:
     REACHING OUT TO OTHERS 

         BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS 
IN A CHRIST-CENTERED 
COMMUNITY  

         EMPOWERING TO SERVE 

 
LIBRARY NEWS 

 
Recent ac-
quisitions to 
our library 
include the 
following: 
 
 

 
Bible Study Helps: 
Let God Be God 

by Ray Stedman 
Life-changing truths from the 
Book of Job 

 

Holidays: 
The Miracle of Christmas 
Hallmark Treasury of Inspira-
tional Art and Writings 

 
Inspiration:  
And Not One Bird Stopped Sing-
ing 

by Doris M. Jones 
Coping with transition and loss in 
aging.  (Helpful for Stephen Min-
isters) 
 
Missions: 
When Invisible Children Sing 

by Dr. Chi Huang 
True stories of street children in 

Bolivia by a doctor who worked 
among them since 1997 

 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  L IBRARY  

 
The Freedom Fighter 
(Wm. Wilberforce) 

by Derocl Bingham 
 

REMINDER:  Please return any 
books that you have checked out 
of the Sunday School Library by 
May 24th as we would like to do 
an inventory this summer.  Thank 
you. 

 
Marjorie Wahlgren, 

Librarian 
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Famine participant can contact Zion 
Lutheran Church at 352-3645. 

“Welcome to God’s Table” is a 
workshop designed to help prepare 
children for first communion and to 
assist those who already commune 
in growing a deeper understanding 
of communion.  It employs video, 
multimedia and traditional educa-
tional methods to teach about the 
origins and meanings of commun-
ion. 
        “Welcome to God’s Table” will 
be offered Wednesday, May 21 from 

4:30 – 8:30 
p.m.  A light 
supper will 
be served.  
To help us 
plan for din-
ner, please 

contact the office by May 18 if you 
plan on attending. 
If you have questions about First 
Communion for your children or 
about the workshop, please contact 
the office. 

                 On May 2nd
 and 

3rd, students from 
Zion will participate 
in World Vision’s 30 
Hour Famine. 
                Students partici-
pating in the 30 Hour 
Famine will ask for 
sponsor donations as 

they go 30 hours without food.  
They will experience real hunger 
and participate in activities that help 
them better understand life in devel-
oping countries.  The youth also 
take part in contests, games and 
community service projects to help 
others in our area. 

The funds raised during the 30 
Hour Famine will be used to help 
feed hungry children and families all 
over the world.  Just $30 feeds and 
cares for a needy child for a month. 
Anyone interested in participating in 
World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine or 
in making a donation to sponsor a 
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       Finally!  The first day of 
Spring!  It has been a long winter 
for all of us, but especially for our 
shut-ins and care center residents.  
Do you have some free time? 
       If so please consider this re-
quest.  The care center was inquir-

ing if we have anyone who would 
be willing to come and push a resi-
dent around outside in a wheel 
chair.  We need to wait until the 
days are sunnier and warmer, but by 
asking in advance we will be able to 
begin when those days arrive.  
There is a sign-up sheet on the table 
at the back of the church.  The Gow-
rie Care Center is looking for any-
one willing to come and share a lit-
tle time with someone who would 
love to go outside.  They especially 
thought it would be fun for our 
youth to give a few moments of 
their time to our local seniors.  This 
could be a good project for our 
youth groups.  See Cindy 
Youngquist if you have questions.�

Pastoral acts  
since our last 
newsletter: 

 
 
 
Baptisms: 

Alex David Burger                04/20/2008 
JaiCe Lynn Jackson              04/27/2008 
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Organ/Piano Recital 
 
Colleen Palmer will be holding 
her annual organ/piano recital for 
her students on Friday, May 9th at 
7:30 p.m.   Please come to Zion 
and listen as they show off their 
talents. 
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JUNE 1 
Marilyn Birkland—Chr. 
Ann Albert  
Jen Carlson 
Renee Fevold 
Mary Harklau 
Cindy McCormack 
Julie Mosher 
Julie Petersen 
Cheryl Rasmussen 
Elizabeth Stanek 
Margaret Telleen 
  
JUNE 9 
Sharon Carlson—Chr. 
Tracy Alphs 
Frances Brown 
Julia Fevold 
Denise Fischer 
Delores Hoover 
Teri McGuire 
Betty Peterson 
Sherri Schill 
Sandy Nelson-Sease 
Brandi Trupe 
  
JUNE 15 
Nancy Burger—Chr. 
Virginia Amandus 
Nikki Carstens 
Kris Cathcart 
Marleen Fevold 
Ingrid Hunter 

Terry Mentzer 
Ruthann Mohr 
Ruth Nellis 
Kathy Peterson 
Jean Warren 
 
JUNE 22 
Shelly Nelson—Chr. 
Brenda Anderson 
Angie Burger 
Jo Fevold 
Greta Jansa 
Emily Larson 
Melanie Larson 
Kay Miller 
Rita Peterson 
Stacy Suchan 
Kellie Welter 
 
JUNE 29 
Pat Peterson—Chr. 
Dorothy Anderson 
Trena Anderson 
Angela Burger 
Irene Christianson 
Natalie Fevold 
Nicole Fevold 
Corrine Jensen 
Maxine Nordstrom 
Pam Speck 
Cindy Youngquist 
  
JULY 6 
Jean Larson—Chr. 

Ashley Anderson 
Janet Carlon 
Dorothy Carlon 
Stacey Cline 
Cindy Dunne 
Brooke Field 
Angie Jepsen 
Martha Norine 
Ruby Phillips 
Kathy Swenson 
Sandi Witte 
  
JULY 13 
Kris Carlson—Chr. 
Oda Anderson 
Diana Carlson 
Pauline Carlson 
Kellie Clough 
Donita Johanson  
Jennifer Lane  
Ruth Norine 
Jessica Peterson 
Jennifer Taylor 
Annette Zinnel 
  
JULY 20—Countryside 
joint service 
Sue Anderson—Chr. 
Jennifer Carlson 
Tami Davis 
Marsha Goodale 
Kathleen Johnson 
Jessica Lane 
Renae Lane 
Pauline Olson 
Gayle Rabbitt 
LuAnn Suchan 
Bertha Youngquist 
 
JULY 27 
Sandy Thoma—Chr. 
Paulyne Anderson 
Jenna Carlson 
Mary Lou Carlson 
Amy Davis 
Megan Eastman 
Almeda Gordon 
Pauline Johnson 
Mary Larson 
Beth Miller 
  
AUGUST 3 
Mary Lind—Chr. 

Vicki Anderson 
Linda Carlson 
Shirley Erb 
Joyce Hade 
Carla Kamp 
Eleanor Kullberg 
Vicki Mischke 
Colleen Palmer 
Kim Rolfes 
Amanda Thompson 
 
AUGUST 10 
Paulette Carlson—Chr. 
Tammy Baade 
Marsha Farnham 
Wanda Hade 
Pam Kennell 
Dawn Loseke 
Jill Mischke 
Stacie Nordin 
Zanie Rydman 
Laurie Towne 
Jill Villes 
 
AUGUST 17 
Ruth Sandeen—Chr. 
Carol Barnum 
Christi Carlson 
Sue Lakin 
Cindy Fevold 
Kathy Hanson 
Ann Kruse 
Kris Lowrey 
Audra Paulin 
Laurie Telleen 
Shelly Warehime 
  
AUGUST 24—CHICKEN 
DINNER 
Mary Orness, chair 
  
AUGUST 31 
Marjorie Wahlgren—Chr. 
Tiffany Bingham 
Sharon Fevold 
Neeley Hanson 
Andrea Kuhn 
Sarah Kuhn 
Deb Olson 
Betty Pedersen  
Phyllis Rasmussen 
Corliss Schill 
 

Summer Missionary Coffees 
        Our 2008 Missionary Coffees will begin on June 1, 
following the 9:30 worship and will continue throughout 
the summer.  The freewill donations will help support our 
missionaries, Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin Kananen, in 
Tanzania, Africa. 
        All ladies are to help serve; please check the serving 
list for your name.  Please bring 2 dozen cookies, rolls, 
donuts, or bars on the day scheduled.  If you cannot serve 

on that day, please switch with someone 
and let your chairperson know of the 
change.  Men are welcome to help on 
the serving committees. 
  Chairpersons are the coordinators for 
each Sunday and are to call committee 
members and remind them of the event.  
Chairpersons, please fill out the book in 
the south drawer with information on 
your Sunday. 



7 

 
      1                Ruth Elaine Sandeen 
      6                       Tyler McCubbin 
      8                            Davis Family 
    25                          Dale Anderson 

         
         

*  Zion is in need of more members to sign up for “Missionary for a Day.”  
All you need to do is sign your name next to a date on the Missionary Cal-
endar in the library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount you 
wish to give. 

 
   1                Ruth Elaine Sandeen 
   2                      Bailey Anderson 
                             Shanda Carlson 
                               Shane Carlson 
                               Merlyn Jensen 
                                 Andy Suchan 
   3                    Stefanie Anderson 
                                      Jan Miller 
   4                          Emilie Nelson 
   6                Courtney McCubbin 
   7                                Tim Baade 
   8                              Lexie Davis 
                                      Jodi Ferry 
                                   Scott Miller 
                                  Scott Paullin 
   9                             Jessica Lane 
                                  Greg Towne 
10                        Samantha Alphs 
                                  Jayne Runge 
13                           Chris Ransom 
14                                Shirley Erb 
16                            Gregg Norine 

17                     Doug Bloomquist 
18                              Claire Davis 
19                            Rick Breeden 
                               Shawn Burger 
                                  Janet Carlon 
20                        Almeda Gordon 
22                              Barb Nelson 
23                          Rebecca Nellis 
24                           Sue Anderson 
                                Abbie Burger 
                                    Kyla Mohr 
                              Betty Pedersen 
25                          Dale Anderson 
                                David Nelson 
27                            Jenna Hanson 
                                 Alan Urelius 
28                        Delores Hoover 
                               Katie Petersen 
29                              Bette Patton 
31                              Cody Picard 

GREETERS 
   

  4                      Leonard & Greta Jansa 
Ruth Sandeen & Pauline Olson 

11                           John & Julia Fevold 
Frances Brown & Rita Peterson 

18                       Chris & Cindy Fevold 
Monte & Ann Albert 

25                    Dennis & Carol Barnum  
Ray Norine & Joe McGuire 

 
 

   
Steve Lane 
Tom Larson 
Paul Fevold 
Matt Thompson 
Tracy Burger 
Tim Goodale 

 
      

   
  4            Dick Phillips 
11        Dennis Barnum 
18                Kyla Mohr 
25                Kay Miller 
 
 

GOWRIE   
CARE 

CENTER 
 
      

   4                        Bud & Donita Johanson 
 18                         Bruce & Laurie Towne  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeff Petersen & Claire Davis 

MAY 
CHURCH DUTIES 
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M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


