
Council Minutes 

A Publication of Zion Lutheran Church Volume 6 Issue 1  

1003 Church Street, PO Box 63, Gowrie, IA  50543 

   Z i o n 
C o u n c i l 
met June 
24, 2008.  
D o n 

Larson called the meeting to 
order.  
  
Present:  Don Larson, Kim 
Rolfes, Colleen Palmer, Beryl 
Birkland, Gary Kuhn, Ann 
Albert, and Pastor Jim Davis. 
 
Pastor Jim led devotions on 
discipleship. 
 
Colleen moved to approve the 
minutes. Gary seconded the 
motion, and the minutes were 

approved as written. 
 
Gary moved to approve the 
financial report.  The motion was 
seconded by Beryl, and it was 
approved as written. 
 
Team Reports: 
Faith Development Team: 
� Shannon and Beth Miller 

have resigned their positions 
as  you th  leaders  in 
Countryside Ministry.  This 
resignation included their 
position as Sunday school 
superintendents at Zion.  

 
Church Property Team: 

(Continued on page 2a) 

August 2008 

        Zion’s annual meeting will 
be  Sunday, August 24, 2008.  
The meeting will start at 
approximately 10:30 a.m. 
immediately following the 
worship service.  We will meet in 
the fellowship hall and have our 
missionary coffee while we work. 
          Please bring any questions 
you may have about Zion’s vision 
with you on Sunday, August 24 
. 
        ATTENTION all committee 
chairs.  Annual meeting reports 

are due in the church office by 
Friday, August 15 at noon.   
Please do not delay as that only 
makes more work for the church 
office.  Thank you. 

Zion’s Church Staff  
James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor 
                                                  352-3932 
Rod Meyer ..............Pastoral Associate 
                                                  846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
                                                  352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist .................................  

Stephen Ministry Leader 
                                                  352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant 
                                                  352-3645 
Beth Miller ...........Financial Secretary 
                                                  879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ......................Treasurer 
                                                  352-3292 
Paul Johnson family ..........Custodians 
                                                  548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
                        Sr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  968-4342 
Shannon & Beth Miller ........................  
                        Jr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  879-2410 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
                                                  352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office .........................ziongowr@wccta.net 

 
Stephen Ministry .........................................  

stephencoop@hotmail.com 
 

Website Addresses 
ZION ...... www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 

 
COOPERATIVE ........................................ 

            www.countrysidecoop.org 
  

Zion’s Council 
Don Larson ........................................Chair 

Jeff Petersen ..............................Vice-Chair 

Ann Albert                           Beryl Birkland 

Claire Davis                               Gary Kuhn 

Colleen Palmer                          Kim Rolfes 
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(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 

� No report  
 
Caring Team: 
� Kim noted that the team sends 

out birthday cards to our 
valued members who are 80 
and up. 

 
Finance and Memorial Team: 
� No report. 
 
Long Range Planning Team: 
� No report. 
 
Endowed Benevolence Team: 
� No report. 
 
Stewardship Team:  
� No report. 
 
Worship Team: 
� Countryside Ministry Joint 

Summer Worship will be July 
20.  Beryl recommended that 
we have only one worship 
service when we have the 

C o u n t r ys i d e  S u m m er 
Worship service. 

 
Staff Report: 
� Funeral was conducted for 

Barb Nelson. 
� Baptism for Cornell Lowery, 

Jr. is scheduled for July 6. 
� Memorial services will be 

held for Harris Magnusson 
on July 6 and Rev. Gerald 
Youngquist on July 7. 

� July 6 Brad Telleen will be 
preaching at Zion 

 
Old Business: 
� A discussion regarding the 

future of the church organ 
was held on June 15.  The 
committee will meet and 
recommend some options for 
the congregation to consider. 

       
New Business: 
� What is the will of the 

council regarding Christian 

   “I don’t have an estate so I don’t 
need to think about planned giv-
ing.”  Have you ever said this when 
you were asked about planned giv-
ing?  This is the answer heard most 
often and it couldn’t be more 
wrong!  Just ask the relatives who 
were left to handle a “non-existent” 
estate when a loved one died with-
out a will. 
   Your estate is the sum total of the 
property accumulated throughout 
your lifetime that God has entrusted 
to your care: your home and its con-
tents, personal property, retirement 
accounts, insurance, farmland, bank 
deposits and any investments you 
have.  Not all of your estate is easily 

passed on to your heirs or disposed 
of efficiently.  And not all of your 
estate is taxable, but much of it is, 
especially the assets held in most 
retirement plans and IRAs.  If these 
assets are worthy of your time and 
attention in life, shouldn’t they be 
worthy of your care at death? 
   When including the Zion En-
dowed Benevolence Fund in their 
wills, donors often choose one or 
more of the following types of be-
quests: 

·  Residual or percentage be-
quest grants the residue 
(what’s left over), or a per-
centage of the residue, of 
your estate to the ZEB 

Fund after your specific be-
quests have been made; 

·  Specific or general bequest 
is used to leave a stated 
amount of cash, securities 
and/or other property; 

·  Contingent bequest pro-
vides an alternative benefi-
ciary if one or more of your 
bequests cannot be ful-
filled; 

·  Life income bequest pro-
vides a life income to 
someone close to you with 
the principal passing to the 
ZEB Fund after his/her life-
time; 

(Continued on page 3) 

Education?   The board 
d iscussed th is  top ic  at 
length.  We decided to search 
out 3 good people to take over 
t h e  S u n d a y  s c h o o l 
superintendent position as a 
team. 

� The Rachel circle has decided to 
have a benefit dinner for Joe 
McGuire July 13.  

 
We adjourned with the Lord’s 
Prayer.  Next meeting will be July 
22 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Ann Albert, Secretary 

ZION 'S MISSION IS TO CARE BY:
    REACHING OUT TO OTHERS 

         BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS 
IN A CHRIST-CENTERED 
COMMUNITY  

         EMPOWERING TO SERVE 
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                                                     June                         Y.T.D. 
 
   ACTUAL INCOME                14,495.33               77,937.97 
 
   BUDGETED INCOME            13,920.00               83,520.00 
 
   ACTUAL EXPENSES            16,600.54               85,959.25  
 
   BUDGETED EXPENSES       13,837.07               82,763.96 
 
(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 

Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

Have Faith in God! 
 

Jesus answered them, “Have faith 
in God.”  

Mark 11:22 
 

 
        Jesus’ words also apply to us.  
If we have faith in God, impossible 
things can happen.  Jesus said, 
“Whatever you ask in prayer, be-
lieve that you have received it, and 
it will be yours.”  We can over-
come our trials if we ask God for 
help.  James said, “You do not 
have , because you do not ask.”—
(James 4:2)  Jesus adds, 
“Whenever you stand praying, for-
give, if you have anything against 

anyone, so that your Father also, 
who is in heaven, may forgive you 
your trespasses.”  God hears our 
prayers because our sins are for-
given through faith in Christ.” 
       Faith trusts God’s power in all 
situations.  Faith makes our prayer 
effective.  By His grace, God gives 
us faith that He will answer our 
prayers. 
       O Lord, sustain my faith 
through the ministration of Your 
Word.  Amen. 
 

—Mary Orness,  
Chairperson 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
AUGUST 
   No Rachel Circle 
  7—All Circles ..............1:30 p.m. 
         ............ Bible Study at church 
        Hostesses .....Pauline Johnson 
                     & Marjorie Wahlgren 
        Bible Study ........... Pastor Jim 
 
14—Project Day ............1:30 p.m. 
 
17—Chicken Dinner Fundraiser 
        Chair ................. Mary Orness 
        Co-Chair .. Virginia Amandus 
        Helpers .......Pauline Johnson, 
        Phyllis Rasmussen, Donita 

Johanson, Joyce Hade, Mary 
Lind, Pam Kennell, & Kim 
Rolfes. 

 
20—Birthdays at Gowrie Care 

Center ....................2:30 p.m. 
Rachel Circle serves 
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ZION 'S VISION : 
CARING  FOR ALL  
GOD’S PEOPLE, 
ONE BY ONE 

(Continued from page 2) 

Planned giving 
·  Combination bequest com-

bines several of the gifts 
listed above. 

        If you already have a will and 
wish to make a change, we strongly 
suggest consulting your attorney.  If 
you would like to include our ZEB 
Fund, you may also ask your attor-
ney to write a codicil, which is a 
modification to an existing will.  
This additional document is as legal 
and binding as the original will and 
provides an easy and inexpensive 
way to revise and update your will 
over time. 
        We urge you to include our 
Zion Endowed Benevolence Fund 
in your will.  This will reinforce the 
values by which you have lived and 
extend your discipleship into the 
future – your legacy of helping peo-
ple in need.      
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      It’s time to be making school 
kits for Lutheran World Relief.  
Please help us make as many school 
kits as possible. 
      Items needed for each kit are:   
� 1 pair blunt scissors 
� 1 12-inch ruler with centime-

ters on one side 
� 1 pencil sharpener 
� 6 new pencils with erasers 
� 1 eraser approximately 2.5 

inches long 
� 12 sheets of construction pa-

per in assorted colors 
� 1 box of  8, 16, or 24 crayons 
      (An individual donated several 

boxes of new notebooks this year, 
so we do not need notebooks at this 
time.)  Place your contributions in 
the blue plastic container labeled for 
Lutheran World Relief in the back 
of the church.  If you do not care to 
shop, monetary contributions are 
welcomed.  You may give them to 
Jean Lar-
son, treas-
urer, or 
leave them 
i n  t h e 
church  
office.�

Pastoral acts  
since our last 
newsletter: 

 
 
Baptisms: 
Elizabeth Mae Thompson   06/01/2008 
Cornell Erling Lowery        07/06/2008 
Riley Paulette Carlson        07/13/2008 
 
First Communions: 
Josh Carlson                        07/06/2008 
 
Weddings: 
Cody Christensen                06/28/2008 
Tiffany Lane 
John Rudloff                       07/09/2008 
Kim Wilson 
 
Funerals: 
Barbara J. Nelson                06/12/2008 
Gracie Ann Spangler          07/01/2008 
Donald VanHoff                 07/12/2008 
Marion H. Birkland             07/21/2008 
 
Memorial Services: 
Harris Magnusson               07/06/2008 
Gerald Youngquist              07/07/2008 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
MUSIC! MUSIC! MUSIC!  

Fall is just around the corner. That 
means all music groups will be 
starting in September. Please watch 
the bulletin and newsletter for de-
tails. See you soon!!!!!!!!  
 

3rd GRADERS  
You are now old enough to begin 
ringing bells. I will be contacting 
you by mail and phone to see if you 
would be interested in joining the 
wonderful group of 4th-6th graders 
that we have.  
 
Have a great rest of the summer!!!  
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REMINDER:  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study 
will begin on Sunday, September 7.  Watch next month’s 
newsletter and your bulletin for more details. 
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The May/June 2008 Newsletter of Jean 
Wahlstrom and Marvin Kananen, Mission-

aries Serving in Tanzania since 1998  
Dear friends,  
       Jet lag is probably concrete proof that the world is 
round.  It is 2:30 in the morning, I am wide awake and 
eager to write, walk, talk, etc.  Jean is sleeping and ap-
parently content to continue sleeping, so I cannot talk.  
It is dark outside without a moon, no walking.  This 
leaves “Newsletter Time!”  
       Our trip back to the States was exhaustingly ex-
hilarating.  Officially we spoke at 31 sites, speaking 54 
times at those sites.  We were on TV five times, we 
don’t know about radio, and in addition to that we met 
twenty-seven times with people regarding Tanzania, 
the Maasae Girls’ Lutheran Secondary School, mis-
sionary work, and other work-related items.  Officially, 
we spoke 81 times in 66 days.  And we still didn’t get 
to see everyone we wanted to see and talk to and share 
some time, but overall, we had a ball!  
       It is so good to visit America again and the people.  
I am stunned how kind, polite, and generous we are as 
a nation, as Christians, and in direct opposition of what 
the world thinks of America.  We basked in that truth 
and felt the blessings of our time with you even more 
deeply.  It was thrilling to see a 70-year-old white man, 
a 60-year-old woman, and a 40-year-old black man 
running for the office of president.  In Tanzania, the 
major party chooses their candidate and, in an open 
election, the people vote for the party’s choice with an 
80% majority.  Americans, and I love you for this, will 
never give anyone an 80% majority vote.  We are too 
independent. 
       We came back and learned of our small (9) Form 
Six class, in Arts we had 1 Division I; 4 Division II; 
and 1 Division III.  That translates this way: 5 of our 
students are eligible for university and one to some 
other form of higher education.  Our last Form Six sci-
ence students for the next few years did not do so well, 
we had 2 in Division IV and 1 failed (only our third 
failure in the history of the school). 
       We also came back and learned from OPERA-
TION BOOTSTRAP AFRICA that now all our Form 
One students have complete sponsorships.  Thanks be 
to God and God’s gracious people! Many of you re-
sponded as we shared that urgent need.  Thank you! 
Jean is still getting updated on their further education 

plans and, thus, the financial needs of our Form 6 
graduates.  One by one they come to tell her where 
they’ve applied and how much it will cost.  We’ll keep 
you informed of those needs.  We don’t want to miss 
this opportunity to get them to the next level of profes-
sion after all their hard academic work.  When we see 
them return (not always to us), educated, alive, and so 
full of promise, we rejoice at how God can use us 
(that’s you and us) in the building of God’s kingdom. 
       Only two years ago we had no Maasai women 
teachers at our school, this year we’re adding two more 
(Swahili and Geography) to bring our total to five, and 
perhaps two more.  We have a total faculty of about 
twenty (not including the Head of School, who is also 
Maasai): we’re a quarter of the way there.  Our gradu-
ates are also starting to appear at Moringe Sokoine 
Secondary School, the other school at which Marvin 
teaches.  And there are 5 others teaching at govern-
ment secondary schools in Maasai areas.  Pray for their 
passion to teach well and work hard.   
       And so we are back for (at least) these next two 
years; we have all the paperwork except our work per-
mits which we should be working on right now but 
there are currently 4,000 delegates in Arusha for con-
ferences (the Leon Sullivan Summit conference) and 
we’re not going near that place until they all leave.  
Then we’ll get working on that final permit (ours ex-
pire July 27). 
       Please PRAY for the safety of the Form 1 - 3 stu-
dents while on break until the 3rd of July; the renewal 
of teachers and staff also on break; the discipline of the 
Form 4’s as they stay here to study for national exams 
in October; the Form 5 and 6 students continuing; and 
a new program, the Concordia Village Language Pro-
gram here for two weeks to help our low ability stu-
dents.  It’s very cold and damp here now which tends 
to bring coughs and colds in abundance.  Please pray 
for the health of all! 
       It’s good to be back.  For your faithful support of 
us here and for the wonderful care we received in 
America, thank you.  I have this final thought: if you 
want your church to grow evangelistically, let those 
who don’t attend churches learn how well we Luther-
ans eat in church basements.   

Love, 
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin Kananen 

� ��������� 	� 
�� 	



6 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Recent acquisitions in our library 
include the following: 
 
 

CHURCH  L IBRARY  
 
Church History:  
Most Unusual Packages 

by Arthur Lindsay 
 

The story of Bethphage from 
1912—2002 
 
 

Inspiration:  
Come to the Mountain 

by Stan Parmisano 
 

Contemporary experience of prayer. 
 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  L IBRARY  
 

Bible Stories for the Forty Days 
by Melissa Nussbaum 

Illustrated by Judy Jarrett 
 

Mainly Old Testament stories told 
in easy-to-understand words and 
with delightful illustrations.  In-
tended for the 40 days of Lent but 
interesting for any time of year. 
 
God Gave Us Baby Jesus 

by Edna Busch 
Bible Storytime for 5 year-olds. 
 
The Little Lutheran—May/June 
2008 

 
Sample copy of a new publication 
for young children.  Also an article 
for parents in the back. 
 
Other Recommended Reading: 
When Invisible Children Sing 

by Dr. Chi Huang 
First-hand account of stories about 
Bolivian street children abandoned 
by their families and forced to seek 
out a living on the streets and sleep 
in back alleys.  Dr. Chi has lived 
and worked among them since 
1997. 

 
Marjorie Wahlgren, 

Librarian�

AUGUST 3 
Mary Lind—Chr. 
Vicki Anderson 
Linda Carlson 
Shirley Erb 
Joyce Hade 
Carla Kamp 
Eleanor Kullberg 
Vicki Mischke 
Colleen Palmer 
Kim Rolfes 
Amanda Thompson 
 
AUGUST 10 
Marjorie Wahlgren—Chr. 
Tammy Baade 
Marsha Farnham 
Wanda Hade 
Pam Kennell 

Dawn Loseke 
Jill Mischke 
Stacie Nordin 
Zanie Rydman 
Laurie Towne 
Jill Villes 
 
AUGUST 17—CHICKEN DINNER 
Mary Orness, chair 
  
AUGUST 24 
Ruth Sandeen—Chr. 
Carol Barnum 
Christi Carlson 
Sue Lakin 
Cindy Fevold 
Kathy Hanson 
Ann Kruse 
Kris Lowery 

Audra Paulin 
Laurie Telleen 
Shelly Warehime 
  
AUGUST 31 
Paulette Carlson—Chr. 
Tiffany Bingham 
Sharon Fevold 
Neeley Hanson 
Andrea Kuhn 
Sarah Kuhn 
Deb Olson 
Betty Pedersen  
Phyllis Rasmussen 
Corliss Schill 

Summer Missionary Coffees 
        This is the final month for our Summer Missionary Coffees.  Our goal for the year is $2,000.00 and through July 20 
we have raised $1,187.75.  With only 4 Sundays to go we have only a little over half the money needed.  Please dig 
DEEPLY into your pockets this month and help us reach our goal. 
 

Thank you!         
Zion Stewardship Team  
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  2                           Davis Family 
12                               Gary Kuhn 
13                        Ilene Lundblad 
14                 Loretta Youngquist 
18                        David Peterson 
20                     Marsha Farnham 
23                        Joshua Carlson 

26                  Krystal Rasmussen 
27                     Lawrence Nelson 
28                  Maxine Nordstrom 
31                             Pat Peterson 
 

*  Zion is in need of more members to sign up for “Missionary for a Day.”  
All you need to do is sign your name next to a date on the Missionary Calen-
dar in the library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount you wish 
to give. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  1                            Jon Anderson 
                               LeRoy Larson 
                              Steve Peterson 
  2                               Tami Davis 
                                   Steve Hade 
                                 Lisa Hartwig 
                                Jodi Peterson 
  3                   Marilyn McCubbin 
  4                       Tom Rasmussen 
  8                              Scott Zinnel 
  9                      Tiffany Bingham 
                                 Ava Brunner 
10                               Nash Davis 
12                                Gary Kuhn 
13                     Taylor Warehime 
14                       Katelyn Johnson 
                                    Nate Schill 
17                       Lindsey Johnson 
                               Collin Nordin 
18                         David Peterson 
19                            Greg Carlson 
                      Tiffany Christensen 
20                      Marsha Farnham 

                                     Tim Olson 
                               Scott Peterson 
                                     Don Schill 
22                     Benjamin Carlson 
                              Joshua Carlson 
                          Linda A. Carlson 
                                 Ryan Darnell 
                                  Gabi Dorsey 
                        Derrek Rasmussen 
                       Stephanie Suhrbier 
23                         Pauline Carlson 
24                            Teri McGuire 
                            Beth Nordstrom 
                                Kellie Welter 
                                       Deb Will 
25                         Stephanie Hade 
26                             Haylee Kraft 
                       Krystal Rasmussen 
28                         Darrel Mischke 
                       Maxine Nordstrom 
29                             Erica Burger 
31                                 Jeff Kruse 
                                  Pat Peterson 

GREETERS 
 
  3           Bud & Donita Johanson 
             Virgil & Marsha Goodale 
10             Dean & Zanie Rydman 
 Margaret Telleen & Mary Orness 
17              Chad & Dawn Loseke 
  Brandi Trupe & Melanie Larson 
24                   Don & Jean Larson 
             Darwin & Betty Peterson 
31            Shannon & Beth Miller 
     Jean Warren & Oda Anderson 
 

   
USHERS 

 
Dan Rasmussen 

Tim Olson 
Dave Anderson 

Jim Carlson 
Gary Carstens 

David & Preston Fevold 
David & Anthony Shavone  

 
 

SCRIPTURE   
READERS 

   
 
  3                            Kris Lowery 
10                           Monte Albert 
17                        David Shavone 
24                          Sue Anderson 
31                              Jim Carlson 
 
 

GOWRIE  CARE 
CENTER HELPERS 

                                                     
10                   Dale & Kay Miller 
24  Wanda Hade & Gary Kaehler 

 
 

L ITURGICAL  DEACONS 
 
Colleen Palmer & Beryl Birkland 
 

AUGUST 
CHURCH DUTIES 
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M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


