
Council Minutes 

A Publication of Zion Lutheran Church Volume 6 Issue 2  

1003 Church Street, PO Box 63, Gowrie, IA  50543 

   Z i o n 
C o u n c i l 
met July 
22, 2008.  
J e f f 

Peterson called the meeting to 
order.  Claire Davis, Colleen 
Palmer, Ann Albert, Don Larson, 
Gary Kuhn, Kim Rolfes, and 
Beryl Birkland were present. 
 
Devotions were shared by Jim 
Davis on the topic of Esther. 
 
The minutes were read and 
approved by a motion made by 
Jeff and seconded by Ann. 
  
The Financial Report was read 

and approved after a motion by 
Colleen, seconded by Claire. 
 
Team Reports: 
Faith Development Team: 
� Ann Albert and Pastor Jim 

have taken some initial steps 
in organizing Sunday School.  
Sunday School will begin 
September 7. 

� O n e  yo u t h  a t t e n d e d 
WIYLDE (Wholly Iowa 
Y o u t h  L e a d e r s h i p 
Development Event)  The 
difficulty of getting drivers 
for WIYLDE and the 
SonShine Festival was 
discussed. 

(Continued on page 2a) 

September 2008 

 Rally Sunday wil l  be  
September 7.  We will be meeting 
at the Gowrie City Park for an 
exciting kick-off for a new year 
of Christian education.  Activities 
will begin at 9:30 a.m.  Please 
come early so we can register 
children and divide them into 
groups. 

Our theme will be Run for 
Gold.  We will be focusing on 
God’s invitation to join all the 
saints in pressing on toward the 
goal for the prize of the heavenly 

ca l l  o f  God  i n  Chr i s t 
Jesus.” (Philippians 3:14) 

There will be games (prizes 
will be given), face painting and 
other activities for the children.  If 
you are willing to help, contact 
the church office or show up early 
that morning.  Worship will begin 

at 10:30 a.m. 
and will be led 
by the youth.  
Everyone is 
invited to join 

(Continued on page 2) 

Zion’s Church Staff 
  

James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor 
                                                  352-3932 
Rod Meyer ..............Pastoral Associate 
                                                  846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
                                                  352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist .................................  

Stephen Ministry Leader 
                                                  352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant 
                                                  352-3645 
Beth Miller ...........Financial Secretary 
                                                  879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ......................Treasurer 
                                                  352-3292 
Paul Johnson family ..........Custodians 
                                                  548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
                        Sr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  968-4342 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
                                                  352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office .........................ziongowr@wccta.net 

 
Stephen Ministry .........................................  

stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
Website Addresses 

ZION ...... www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 
 

COOPERATIVE ........................................ 
            www.countrysidecoop.org 

 

 
Zion’s Council 

Don Larson ........................................Chair 

Jeff Petersen ..............................Vice-Chair 

Ann Albert                           Beryl Birkland 

Claire Davis                               Gary Kuhn 

Colleen Palmer                          Kim Rolfes 
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(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 

� 12 youth attended the 
SonShine Festival. 

 
Church Property Team: 
� The old west sidewalk has 

been removed. 
 
Caring Team: 
� No report. 
 
Finance and Memorial Team: 
� No report. 
 
Long Range Planning Team: 
� No report. 
 
Endowed Benevolence Team: 
� No report. 
 
Stewardship Team:  
� 93 giving units pledged 

$136,270 as compared to 106 
giv ing un i ts  p ledging 
$144,767 in 2007. 

 

Worship Team: 
� The organ committee has 

met and will be getting a 
price on connecting an 
electronic organ to our 
present system. 

 
Staff Report: 
� Funerals or memorial 

services were conducted for 
Gracie Ann Spangler, Harris 
M a g n u s s o n ,  G e r a l d 
Y o u n g q u i s t ,  D o n a l d 
VanHoff, Roy Olson and 
Marion Birkland. 

� Weddings were conducted 
for Tiffany Lane/Cody 
Christensen and Jack 
Rudloff/Kim Wilson. 

� Baptisms were conducted for 
Cornell Lowery and Riley 
Carlson. 

� Pastor Jim tentatively plans 
to be on vacation from 
August 8 – 17. 
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Old Business: 
� No old business. 

       
New Business: 
� Proceeds from the benefit for 

Joe McGuire were $11,442.36. 
� Review leadership positions that 

need to be filled.  A sheet will 
be placed in the bulletin for the 
c o n g r e g a t i o n  t o  m a k e 
recommendations 

� Zion’s Annual Meeting will be 
Augus t  24  immedia te l y 
following worship. 

� Agenda for Annual Meeting was 
presented and approved. 

� Resolutions for Annual Meeting 
were approved 

 
We adjourned with the Lord’s 
Prayer.  Next meeting will be 
August 26 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Ann Albert, Secretary 

(Continued from page 1) 

Rally Sunday 
 

us for a picnic following worship.  
Hot dogs, chips, drinks and table 
service will be provided.  You are 
invited to bring a salad or dessert to 
share.  Don’t forget a lawn chair or 
blanket to sit on. 

Parents and children will be 
invited to share in a special blessing 
during worship that morning. 

 
Regular classes will begin on 

Sunday, September 14 at 9:30 a.m.  
We still need teachers and helpers.  
If you would be willing to serve in 
either of these capacities, please 
contact us. 

 We look forward to seeing all 
of you for an exciting morning of 
fun, worship and fellowship! 
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                                                     July                          Y.T.D. 
 
   ACTUAL INCOME                10,016.00               87,953.97 
 
   BUDGETED INCOME            13,920.00               97,440.00 
 
   ACTUAL EXPENSES            11,747.10               97,706.35  
 
   BUDGETED EXPENSES       13,837.07               96,601.03 
 
(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 

Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

There will not be a women’s article 
this month due to vacations. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
SEPTEMBER 
 2—Bible Briefing .......10:00 a.m. 
 3—Rachel Circle ..........7:00 p.m. 
 4—Esther Circle ..........9:00 a.m. 
        Bible Std.  ....Pauline Johnson 
        Hostess ........... Mary Harklau 
   —Dorcas Circle ..........9:00 a.m. 
        Bible Std. ...........Ruth Norine 
        Hostess ....Bertha Youngquist 
   —Martha Circle  .........1:30 p.m. 
        Bible Std . Maxine Nordstrom 
        Hostess ............. Mary Orness 

          @ Gowrie Senior Suites 

   9—Fall Coffee and Bake Sale 
           ..................9:00—11:00 a.m. 
          Esther & Martha Circles host 
 10—Twin Lakes Fall Retreat 
           ............................... 8:30 a.m. 
         to share a ride meet at the 

church at 7:45 a.m. 
 11—Project Day ...........1:30 p.m. 
 

REMINDER: The Cluster 8 
Meeting will be October 4. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REMINDER:  ZION’S WOR-
SHIP TIME WILL CHANGE 
BACK TO 10:30 A.M. START-
ING SEPTEMBER 7TH. The 
service on the 7th will be at the 
Gowrie City Park Band Shell.  
September 7th is also Rally Sun-
day for the Sunday School and that 
will begin at 9:30 a.m., also at the 
Gowrie City Park. (Please bring a 
lawn chair.)  Starting September 
14th, Sunday School and Adult Bi-
ble Study will start at 9:30 a.m. 
followed by Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
at the church. 
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ZION 'S MISSION IS TO CARE BY:
  REACHING OUT TO OTHERS. 

      BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS IN 
A CHRIST-CENTERED 
COMMUNITY . 

      EMPOWERING TO SERVE. 

ZION 'S VISION : 
CARING  FOR ALL  
GOD’S PEOPLE, 
ONE BY ONE 
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        I would love to have your new 
addresses if you have moved again 
this year.  You may call me at 352-
3598 or email me at ncjs@wccta.
net to let me know of a change. 
Otherwise, I'll keep sending your 
goodies to the old address.  
Thanks, and have a great year!  
 

Colleen Palmer 
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      It’s time to be making school 
kits for Lutheran World Relief.  
Please help us make as many school 
kits as possible. 
      Items needed for each kit are:   
� 1 pair blunt scissors 
� 1 12-inch ruler with centime-

ters on one side 
� 1 pencil sharpener 
� 6 new pencils with erasers 
� 1 eraser approximately 2.5 

inches long 
� 12 sheets of construction pa-

per in assorted colors 
� 1 box of  8, 16, or 24 crayons 
      (An individual donated several 
boxes of new notebooks this year, 
so we do not need notebooks at this 
time.)  Place your contributions in 

the blue plastic container labeled for 
Lutheran World Relief in the back 
of the church.  If you do not care to 
shop, monetary contributions are 
welcomed.  You may give them to 
Jean Larson, treasurer, or leave 
them in the church  
office.�

Pastoral acts  
since our last 
newsletter: 

 
 
 
Funerals: 
Duane “Red” Nelson         08/21/08 
 
Baptisms: 
Jaxon John Carlson           08/23/08 
Graycee Elizabeth Carlson08/23/08 
 
 

 
 

PRAYER 
CHAIN 

 
        We are in the 
process of updat-
ing our Prayer 
Chain List again.  There has been a 
suggestion for an e-mail Prayer 
Chain.  The e-mail would be initi-
ated in the church office and sent to 
anyone who would like to be in-
cluded.  All you have to do is to 
stop and say a short prayer for the 
person(s) who are included in the e-
mail.  If you would like to be in-
cluded in this new E-Prayer Chain, 
please call Cheryl and give her 
your e-mail address.  Also, if you 
would like to be added/deleted 
from the phone Prayer Chain please 
call Cheryl and let her know as 
well.  The new phone list will be 
mailed out at the end of September, 
so call the office soon to make your 
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A politician’s prayer:  
“Oh Lord, help me to 
keep my big mouth shut 
until I know what I’m 
talking about.” 

—Author Unknown 
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The July 2008 Newsletter of Jean Wahlstrom 
and Marvin Kananen, Missionaries in Tanza-

nia since 1998. 
Dearest friends, 
       We are back, school has started again, we have 
many visitors, and life is good.  This is the season of 
many visitors and we have been blessed.  Those who 
venture this far from home tend to be interesting indi-
viduals.  Like good missionaries, we take as much ad-
vantage of them (with their permission) as possible.  
We had a dozen people from the Concordia College 
Global Language Village come for two weeks and tu-
tor the girls who are have difficulty in English, Math, 
and Geography.  Tutorship like this is why of 77 stu-
dents taking last year’s Form Two national Exam,  
only two could not continue, an extremely high rate by 
Tanzanian standards.  We then had a group of eleven 
from Cupertino, CA here for three nights.  We put their 
librarian into the library, their computer people into the 
computer lab, and we lovingly handed their pastor a 
shovel, each to do what they do best.  At this moment 
we have 15 people from Cross of Christ, Bellevue, WA 
here, some making curtains to replace damaged ones, a 
team fixing the dining hall seats and glass in the win-
dows, others in the Computer lab, one helping me with 
the re-wiring work.  We have a wonderful college stu-
dent from Virginia who does whatever can be done.  
She’s here for 5 weeks.  We’ve had a pastor and her 
daughters with us for three days.  We’ve had groups 
stop in for a short tour.  A group of 13 from First Lu-
theran from Fergus Falls, MN spent 3 nights in tents 
and a hut. 
       Oh, we have been so blessed.  These guests have 
the energy (and expertise and funding) to do those 
tasks which we cannot raise ourselves up to do without 
great effort.  The cost to repair the windows was less 
than $100, and yet we haven’t had the focus to replace 
the glass for at least two years.  The volunteers come 
and do it.  The attention they give our students and 
their willingness to do whatever needs to be done are a 
blessing. 
       In our last newsletter we included some figures 
that could be paid to our church in Bellevue, WA.  
That was an error on our part; that money should be 
directed through the ELCA.  All gifts of this nature 
should go through ELCA Global Missions, designated 

for MGLSS projects, in care of Jean and Marv 
       Other news:  at AA we had a significant event.  
South of Arusha a new AA group began with two indi-
viduals taking the leadership.  What is special about 
this is that these two never met me and, indeed, had 
never heard of me.  They knew AA and the program 
but not the individual.  That is so good!  It’s proof of 
the continued success of the program, of program ma-
turity and I rejoice without much of a trace of whining.  
In a second AA event at Haydom, where we’d failed to 
start an AA meeting after several attempts, the pro-
gram has started again, this time with the help of the 
local Catholic church.  They have begun an 
“Intoxification Centre.” (which we, in the States, might 
have called a “Detoxification Center”).   
       Please PRAY for our 2008 Form 6 graduates dur-
ing these crucial months in which they receive letters 
of admittance to or rejection from university and other 
further study programs.  them and the Career Commit-
tee and their sponsors that we might have God’s wis-
dom in providing the assistance they need to complete 
their educational journey.  They scored well this year; 
5 of the 9 should achieve admittance to universities.  
The others are trying for admittance to diploma and 
certificate programs, struggling to get to the level of a 
‘profession’ that is employable. 
       PRAY also for our Head of School, Mary Kipuyo, 
as she leads the recruitment process for our next class, 
the fifteenth PreForm One class.  PRAY for Abby and 
Eric Jorgenson and Katie Murchison coming in Sep-
tember to lead and teach.  PRAY for the Form Six stu-
dents as they take their Mock Exams starting the 18th 
of August.  PRAY for our Form Four students as they 
prepare for their National Exams in October.  PRAY 
for our Deputy Head, Thomas Rueben, as he leads the 
management of the farm and planning for property ex-
pansion.  PRAY for OPERATION BOOTSTRAP AF-
RICA as they continue their search for a new director.  
PRAY for Tanzanians as the prices continue to rise and 
rise.   
       We praise God for the opportunity for our chap-
lain, Pastor Neema Ndooki, to study for a masters de-
gree over the next two years.  PRAY for Jean as she 
assumes the full position of chaplain and teacher once 
again. 

Love, 
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin Kananen 

� ��������� 	� 
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        Recently acquired books for 
our library include several that were 
donated.  Thanks to those of you 
who have given us these items. 
 

CHURCH  L IBRARY  
 
Bible Study: 
The Land of Jesus 

by Alvin Rogness 
 

Four Prophets 
by J. B. Phillipps 

Translation includes Amos, Hosea, 
Micah & Isaiah 

Inspiration:  
A Letter of Consolation 

by Henri Nouwen 
(Also of help for Stephen Ministers) 
 
Fiction:  
Brides of Webster County Series 

by Wanda Brunstetter 
 

       1.  Going Home 
       3.  Dear to Me 
 
 
 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  L IBRARY  
 

What is Heaven Like? 
by Beverly Lewis 

 
 
 
 
 

Older books donated to Zion’s Li-
brary:   
 
Bible History and Luther’s Cate-
chism—1939 
(for schools, confirmation classes 
and homes) 

by Conrad Bergendoff  
and J. V. Nordgren 

 
Minnes-Skrift of 50 years Jubileum 
Swedish Evan. Lutheran Church, 
Gowrie, IA 
(First 34 pages in Swedish, remain-
der in English.  Many clear photos.)  
Reference, for use in the library 
only.  2 copies. 

 
        Several copies of old Sunday 
School books for young children, 
and some small hymnals. 

 
Marjorie Wahlgren, 

Librarian�

MUSIC GROUPS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Welcome Back!!! The summer 
has gone really fast for most of us. 
But fall is approaching and that 
means all the wonderful music mak-
ers at Zion will begin rehearsals. 
        I’ve attended some wonderful 
workshops this summer and have 
found some great music that I think 
you all will enjoy.  
        So, see you soon and I’m plan-
ning on having a music-filled year 
with all of you. 
 

—Colleen 

BEGINNER BELLS AND  
SONSHINE BELLS 

 
Sept. 10 ...........practice after school 
         Colleen snacks 
         17 ...........practice after school  
         Allie C. and Roslyn V. snacks 
         24 ...........practice after school 
         Myles D. & Conner T. snacks 
 
       We will be rehearsing both 
groups at the same time, so we 
should be done by 4:40 at the latest. 
Please have arrangements made for 
your child to be picked up by that 
time.  All children living in town 
are expected to leave the church af-
ter we are done practicing. 
       I am putting 2 people on for a 
snack, so you will need to bring 
snacks and a drink.  Cups and nap-
kins will be provided.  
 
 

MORNING GLORY BELLS 
 

Sept. 14 ..........practice after church 
          21 ..........practice after church 
          28 ..........practice after church 
 
 

VESPER RINGERS 
 

Sept. 10 ..................practice at 6:30 
          17 ..................practice at 6:30 
          24 ..................practice at 6:30 
          28 ......... PLAY IN CHURCH 
 
 

SR. CHOIR 
 

          We will practice on Sunday, 
September 21 at 9:00 and sing at the 
church service.  
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  7                           Davis Family 
  9                       Dorothy Carlon 
24                       Dave Anderson 
30                        Sharon Carlson 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*  Zion is in need of more members to sign up for “Missionary for a Day.”  
All you need to do is sign your name next to a date on the Missionary Calen-
dar in the library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount you wish 
to give. 

  1                  Duane R. Anderson 
  2                              Carter Ferry 
                                 Paige Frahm 
  3                         Brandi Carlson 
                                     Sue Lakin 
  4                         Dennis Carlson 
                                Ruby Phillips 
  5                Dolores Gronemeyer 
  6                               Jim Suchan 
  7                     Pastor Jim Davis 
  8                             Brooke Field 
  9                        Dorothy Carlon 
11                          Olivia Hanson 
14                           Phillip Fevold 
                                  Falon Miller 
15                          Daniel Hansen 
                                Ingrid Hunter 
16                          Trent Farnham 
                          Shelly Warehime 
18                        Dick Nordstrom 
                                       Bob Rice 
19                                Ann Kruse 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20                           Myles Carlson 
                                   Greta Jansa 
                                Leanne Keith 
21                               Dick Buske 
                       Rachael Thompson 
                               Laurie Towne 
23                           Robert Paullin 
24                         Dave Anderson 
                               Bonnie Eccles 
                                  Jill Mischke 
27                            Tristan Miller 
                            Phyllis Peterson 
30                         Sharon Carlson 
                                Ken Pedersen 

GREETERS 
 
  7                 Alan & June Urelius 
 Leon Skoglund & Merlyn Jensen 
14                John & Pam Kennell 
                  Chad & Angie Burger 
21        Beryl & Marilyn Birkland 
            Don & Virginia Amandus 
28                             Dave Carlon 
                Randy & Shelly Nelson 
 

   
USHERS 

 
Nik Telleen 
Gary Kuhn 

Todd Anderson 
Doug Bloomquist 
Darrel Mischke 
Austin Davis  

 
 
 

SCRIPTURE   
READERS 

   
 
  7                      Richard Johnson 
14                       Hannah Carlson 
21                           Dawn Loseke 
28                                Bob Schill 
 

 
GOWRIE   

CARE 
CENTER  
HELPERS 

                                                     
  7        Don & Virginia Amandus 
21             Leonard & Greta Jansa 

 
 

L ITURGICAL  DEACONS 
 
Colleen Palmer & Beryl Birkland 
 

SEPTEMBER 
CHURCH DUTIES 
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M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


