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Z i o n 
C o u n c i l 
m e t 
A u g u s t 
26, 2008.  

Beryl Birkland called the 
meeting to order.  Members 
present were: Claire Davis, 
Colleen Palmer, Ann Albert, 
Kim Rolfes, Beryl Birkland, 
Dawn Loseke and Pastor Jim 
Davis. 
 
Election of officers was 
conducted.  Colleen nominated 
Jeff Peterson for president.  
Claire seconded the motion.  
Claire nominated Kim Rolfes for 
v ice-president .   Col leen 

seconded the motion.  Colleen 
nominated Claire Davis for 
secretary.  Beryl seconded the 
motion.  A unanimous ballot was 
declared and the following 
council members were elected as 
officers:  Jeff Peterson, president; 
Kim Rolfes, vice-president; 
Claire Davis, secretary. 
 
Pastor Jim led devotions on the 
topic of the cross. 
 
Beryl made a motion to accept 
the minutes as presented.  Ann 
seconded the motion.  Carried. 
  
Dawn made a motion to accept 

(Continued on page 2a) 

October 2008 

C o n f i rm a t i o n 
Sunday for 9th 
grade students 
will be Sunday, 
October 26, 
2008.  Please 
call the church 
office, if you 
haven’t already 
done so, by 

October 5, 2008 if your child is 
planning on being confirmed.  
The church office would like 
baptismal dates and sponsors’ 

names to verify our records.   
Those wish ing to  be 

confirmed will meet with Pastor 
Jim on October 15 from 8-9 p.m.  
Picture forms will be sent home 
with the confirmands at this 
meeting and need to be returned 
on the 26th if you want a picture 
taken.  A robe will also be sent 
home with the student, which will 
need to be pressed and returned 
on the 26th.  If you have any 
question, please contact the 
church office. 

Zion’s Church Staff 
  

James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor 
                                                  352-3932 
Rod Meyer ..............Pastoral Associate 
                                                  846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
                                                  352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist .................................  

Stephen Ministry Leader 
                                                  352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant 
                                                  352-3645 
Beth Miller ...........Financial Secretary 
                                                  879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ......................Treasurer 
                                                  352-3292 
Paul Johnson family ..........Custodians 
                                                  548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
                        Sr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  968-4342 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
                                                  352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office .........................ziongowr@wccta.net 

 
Stephen Ministry .........................................  

stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
Website Addresses 

ZION ...... www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 
 

COOPERATIVE ........................................ 
            www.countrysidecoop.org 

 

 
Zion’s Council 

Jeff Petersen ...................................... Chair 

Kim Rolfes .................................Vice-Chair 

Ann Albert                           Beryl Birkland 

Claire Davis                               Gary Kuhn 

Dawn Loseke                      Colleen Palmer 
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(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 

the financial reports.  Colleen 
seconded the motion.  Carried. 
 
Team Reports: 
Faith Development Team: 
� Ann Albert, Carla Kamp and 

Pat Peterson have volunteered 
to be the Christian Education 
Coordinators. 

� Ral ly Sunday wi l l  be 
September 7.  It will be held in 
the Gowrie City Park.  
Worship and a picnic will 
follow. 

� Confirmation will begin 
Sunday, September 14. 

 
Church Property Team: 
� The old west sidewalk has 

been removed and will be 
replaced with a new one. 

� Some mulching was also 
completed. 

Caring Team: 
� No report. 
 
Finance and Memorial Team: 
� No report. 
 
Long Range Planning Team: 
� No report. 
 
Endowed Benevolence Team: 
� No report. 
 
Stewardship Team:  
� 93 giving units pledged 

$136,270 as compared to 
106 giving units pledging 
$144,767 in 2007. 

 
Worship Team: 
� No report. 
 
Staff Report: 
Pastoral acts included: 
� A funeral service for Red 

Nelson. 
� Baptisms of Jaxon John 

Car lson  and Graycee 
Elizabeth Carlson. 

      Daynen Darian Shirbroun’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Many of you college students 
have given me your addresses, but I 
still could use a few more.  Here is 
a list of the students I have that are 
attending college: Jocelyn Ander-
son, Stefanie Anderson, Amanda 
Bessman, Amy Carlon, Nick Carl-
son, Ryan Darnell, Preston Fevold, 
Rebecca Fevold, Sarah Fevold, Tim 
Goodale, Paul Johnson, Kyle 
Kruse, Trevor Larson, Tanner 
Miller, Whitney Mosher, Tyler 
McCubbin, Ashley McCubbin, 
Mike Nelson, Trent Nelson, Dylan 
Nelson-Sease, Scott Palmer, Susan 
Petersen, Katie Petersen, Danielle 
Peterson, Molly Peterson, Parker 

Peterson, Krystal Rasmussen, Tyler 
Rasmussen, Matt Schill, Ashley 
Thompson, Kirstin Towne, Arron 
Ware, Jake Witte, and Rachel 
Witte.  
        If I have missed anyone or one 
of these students is not attending 
school, please give me a call.  Since 
you gave so generously last year, I 
believe I have enough money  to get 
me through this year yet!  Thanks 
so much. 

—Colleen�

baptism is scheduled for September 
14. 
 
Old Business: 
� There was discussion regarding 

what we will do with the organ.  
The committee has met with 
Rodger to review proposals. 

       
New Business: 
� Pastor Jim reported that an 

anonymous donor has donated a 
new digital piano to Zion. 

� The counci l  d inner was 
discussed. 

� There was discussion about the 
importance of inviting others to 
church. 

 
Next meeting will be October 28 at 
7:00 p.m. 
 
The meeting adjourned with the 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Claire Davis, Secretary 

Zion’s Guiding Principles: 
1.   Jesus is Lord. 
2.   Each person is a child of God. 
3.   Everyone is welcome. 
4.   Love changes us. 
5.   Everyone has gifts to offer. 
6.   The world needs the vision we 

have to offer. 
7.   We exist to serve others. 

��������	�
����

�������

�
       Patrick (well know by many 
area farmers) was recently in a seri-
ous motorcycle accident and was 
life-flighted to Iowa Methodist 
Medical Center in Des Moines.  His 
injuries involve four broken ribs, a 
punctured/collapsed lung, bruised 
heart, broken neck, and many facial 
injuries which require reconstruc-
tive surgery.  Currently Patrick has 
no health insurance. 
       A benefit will be held on Sat-
urday, October 4 at the Harcourt 
Community Center.  A soup/chili 
supper will begin at 6:00 p.m. with 
a dance to follow.  There will also 
be an auction held at this benefit.  If 
you wish to donate to the auction, 
call Tanny Pepples at 354-5521. 
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                                                     August                     Y.T.D. 
 
   ACTUAL INCOME                10,989.00               98,942.97 
 
   BUDGETED INCOME            13,920.00             111,360.00 
 
   ACTUAL EXPENSES            13,222.04             110,928.39  
 
   BUDGETED EXPENSES       13,837.07             110,438.10 
 
(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 

Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

Living at Ground Zero 
 

“How difficult it will be for those 
who have wealth to enter the king-
dom of God!”  Mark 10:23 
 
        This world is Ground Zero for 
sin.  All suffering stems from the 
sinful lie that we are best off out-
side of God’s care.  Men believe 
the lie.  We live in the fallout. 
        While we lay helpless in sin’s 
debris, God’s own hand, pierced by 
iron at the scene, plunged into the 
rubble to clasp our own.  He pulled 
us from the suffocating and crush-
ing lie of sin.  He breathes new life 
in us and we rejoice in the saving 

truth.  We are blessed with new life 
in Christ. 
       Strengthened and sustained by 
God’s grace in Christ Jesus, we are 
honored to labor beside Him as He 
rescues lost sinners by His Word. 
       Lord Jesus, strengthen within 
us Your sacred vision and mission 
to rescue all from the fallow of sin.  
Amen. 

—Mary Orness, Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
OCTOBER 
  1—Bible Briefing ...... 10:00 a.m. 
    —Rachel Circle .........7:00 p.m. 
  2—Esther Circle ......... 9:00 a.m. 
         Bible Std.  ...........Jean Larson 
         Hostess ............. Wanda Hade 
    —Dorcas Circle ......... 9:00 a.m. 
         Bible Std. ............. Kay Miller 
         Hostess ............ Helen Nelson 
    —Martha Circle ........1:30 p.m. 
         Bible Std ........... Mary Orness 
         Hostess ................Joyce Hade 

            @ church 
  4—Cluster 8 Fall Training 
            .............................9:00 a.m. 
        at Trinity, Boxholm 
  9—Project Day ............1:30 p.m. 
15—Birthdays at the Care Cen-

ter ...........................2:30 p.m. 
        Martha Circle 
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ZION 'S MISSION IS TO CARE BY:
  REACHING OUT TO OTHERS. 

      BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS IN 
A CHRIST-CENTERED 
COMMUNITY . 

      EMPOWERING TO SERVE. 

ZION 'S VISION : 
CARING  FOR ALL  
GOD’S PEOPLE, 
ONE BY ONE 

Pastoral acts  
since our last 
newsletter: 

 
 
 
Transfer Out: 
Natalie Petersen           09/15/2008 
 
Baptisms: 
Daynen Darian Shirbroun 
                                      09/14/2008 
 

“I’m a walking economy,” a 
man was overheard to say.  
“My hairline’s in a reces-
sion, my waist is a victim of 
inflation, and together they 
are putting me into a deep 
depression.” 

—Milton Segal 
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The August 2008 Newsletter of Jean Wahl-
strom and Marvin Kananen, Missionaries in 

Tanzania since 1998. 
Dearest friends, fellow Christians, and sharers in life,  
       I open with words of wisdom I received Monday 
(August 4th): “In this world you will never make 
enough or have enough.  So, instead, live as if your life 
and job really mattered and you will be O.K.”  These 
words came to me as I slept, in a dream, delivered to 
me from my father, now twenty years dead.  I awoke 
happy; my father looked well and younger than I re-
membered him.  I wanted to share those words. 
       Marvin will be in America from the 15th to the 28th 
of August.  He will be visiting with his family.  In 
early July his mother had a heart attack (a real sur-
prise); it was mild but still required two weeks in re-
hab.  Then, on the way home (apparently literally, de-
tails being a little vague) she had a small stroke, 
(apparently minor).  Still, your prayers are always ap-
preciated. 
       Our visitors continue to come, we continue to take 
advantage of their skills wherever possible.  We have 
had crews working on windows, plumbing, and for 
now the electrical work is done as far as possible now 
until some major, underground cables are laid.  We’ve 
had guest working with students, sewing, digging, fill-
ing in, sawing, drilling, hammering.  When we can mix 
the noises of construction with laughter, we consider 
ourselves blessed.  Over these three months, we will 
have 92 guests (friends) spending a total of 644 nights 
here, the average stay per person is 7 nights.  Maybe 
some people would say that was a lot, but it has been 
good, a real blessing, and we will never say it’s been 
too many.  They have been a blessing to us and we 
know that they have grown.  This is a truth I learned 
long ago: The best part of being is Africa is the people 
who come; the worst part is when they leave.  To all of 
you we say thank you.  Thank you on behalf of the 
girls and the school.  Thank you very much.  Asante 
sana (Kiswahili).  Ashe naleeng (Kimaasai).   
       Jean is now in the prayerfully exciting time of the 
year as the 2008 Form 6 graduates come with their 
joining instructions documents, having been accepted 
into some institution for further study towards either a 
bachelor or a diploma award.  It is exciting in that the 
student has this great opportunity to gain more educa-

tion towards a position of influence and prayerful be-
cause it is never a certain thing that the student will 
have sufficient funds to pay for it.  Perhaps this is 
where you might come in, part of God’s provision for 
these amazing young women.  Remember bachelor de-
grees here are 3 years and diploma programs only 2 
years.  The figures given are the amounts still needed 
for a single year’s fee.  This amount would be needed 
every year for the duration of their program.  [For a list 
of students and their needs please see the bulletin 
board in the back of the church—editor.] 
       Please join us in prayer for these grads: thanking 
God for these open doors to their future and then ask-
ing God to provide for their finances.  If you or your 
church is able to help one of these hard-working young 
women to reach their final goal, please let us know as 
soon as you can.  The deadline for reporting for most 
of these opportunities is the first of September.  You 
say, why didn’t they know earlier? Well, that’s just 
how the system works here.   
       Last week a man above us in the Monduli Moun-
tains (where it is not safe to be because of the animals) 
was riding his bike down a mountain path when an ele-
phant reached out, grabbed him by the arm, lifted him 
up, and spun him around and tossed him.  The man 
went flying.  They think he traveled about sixty feet 
and crashed into a tree.  He had a cell phone, he called 
for help and told what had happened.  The story 
(unofficially) is this: in the open plains if an elephant 
grabs you and considers you dangerous, it throws you 
in the air and stomps you when you land.  They do not 
generally consider humans dangerous so they just 
throw you, they don’t stomp you; if you were a lion, 
expect to be stomped. 
       At times like this, we might feel that our Form VI 
grads are about to walk into the Monduli Mts., where 
the elephants might toss them around and trample their 
dreams of further education.  Our prayers are that 
sponsors/friends will come forward and lead them 
away from the Monduli Mts.  and ‘elephants’ and 
guide them into the mountains of books and hours of 
hard study in order to enable them to lead others away 
from elephants that trample dreams.  These bright 
young women have come so far! We need QUICK 
ACTION as the elephants are only a few steps away.  

(Continued on page 5) 
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Choir Positions Open����
Positions open in soprano, alto, tenor and bass.  No others need apply.  
  
Physical Qualifications 
Must be able to carry light musical notes part way across the sanctuary.  Must 
have sufficient vision to see the director.  
  
Experience 
No applications will be accepted from persons who have not sung, hummed, 
or whistled in the bathtub or shower at some time.  
  
Beginning Wage 
Increased satisfaction and joy in the service of God.  
  
Fringe Benefits 
Social Security.  We promise you the security of social fellowship with other 
choir members.  
  
Hours 
Sunday mornings from 9:00 to 10:00, with the worship service following.  
There is occasional opportunity for overtime.  
  
Retirement 
Generally determined by the printed notes getting too small, the hymnal too 
heavy, notes too high, the sanctuary too hot or too cold, or the organist un-
able to play the notes you sing. 
  
We are an equal opportunity employer!�

October is National Disability Em-
ployment Awareness Month.  This 
is a time to celebrate and recognize 
the contributions and skills millions 
of Americans with disabilities bring 
to work places throughout our na-
tion. 
 
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s ser-
vices for people with disabilities 
(SFPD) program empowers persons 
with disabilities to build the skills 
they need to become an active part 
of communities in Iowa, including 
the work force.  SFPD’s supported 
community living program is a goal-
oriented service that assists indi-
viduals through one-on-one interac-
tion with life skills such as money 

management, cooking, personal hy-
giene, socialization and communica-
tion, safety and more.  It is through 
the focus on abilities that LSI helps 
those with a disability accomplish 
their goals and have a positive im-
pact on their community.    
 
Keeping the focus on ability em-
powers people to do great things for 
themselves and their communities. 
 
For more information on disability 
issues visit http://www.ncsd.org/. 
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(Continued from page 4) 

Missionaries 
 

Please contact OPERATION 
BOOTSTRAP AFRICA as soon as 
possible (612) 871-4980 or e-mail 
bootstrapd@aol.com or mail your 
check to OBA, 122 West Franklin 
Ave.  #206, Minneapolis, MN 
55404   with “POST VI” written in 
the “subject” line.  Give as though 
it really matters—it really does to 
these bright young women and to 
the future of the Maasai tribe and 
Tanzania!  
        Juniors in USA high schools 
have been spending their summers 
visiting colleges and universities 
and will soon be making applica-
tions to those that interest them.  
They have so many choices.  Our 
Post VI graduates have so few 
choices and their local funding op-
tions are limited to government 
loans for 60% of the cost IF they 
have scored in the top percentile on 
national exams.  Their  funding is 
much limited to their sponsors or 
folks like you who sense the need 
and who have the means to make it 
happen.  This is an unashamed, im-
passioned plea on behalf of our 
grads.  We’ve seen the blessings 
that come with more education and 
we’ve also seen what happens when 
there is nothing more.  If you want 
more information on any of these 
grads, let us know.  We are eager 
and willing to help you so that per-
haps you can help them. 
 
        “Our help is in the name of the 
LORD, who made heaven and 
earth.” Psalm 124:8  
 
Thanks for your support and 
prayers,  

Jean Wahlstrom 
and Marvin Kananen 
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PRAYER CHAIN 
 

 
        We’ve had 
a wonderful re-
sponse to our  
E-Prayer Chain.  
We can add any-
one at any time 
to our E-Prayer list, so just call the 
office if you would like to be in-
cluded (This is in addition to the 
Phone Prayer Chain). 
        In the first part of October the 
new Phone Prayer Chain list will be 
sent out.  Please make sure you 
check it to see whom you call.  I’ve 
had several people tell me they 
haven’t gotten a prayer request call 
in the past few weeks, and there 
have been many requests.  Please 
do not forget to pass on the prayers.  
If you do not receive a call and you 
know there is a prayer request, 
kindly call the person above you on 
the list to see if they forgot to call 
you.  We need everyone’s involve-
ment to make the Prayer Chain an 
effective tool for God’s Kingdom. 

—Cheryl 

        We have only a few new books 
this month, but still have many on 
hand that I’m sure many of you 
would enjoy reading.  Stop in and 
look around.  You may be surprised 
to find one of your favorite author’s 
books. 
 

CHURCH  L IBRARY  
 
Fiction:  
Courtship of Nellie Fisher Series 
        Book. 3.  The Longing 

by Beverly Lewis 
(her most recent book) 

 
Inspiration:  
The Last Lecture 

by Randy Pausch 
A current best-seller, donated by 
Chris Ransom.  A computer science 
professor reflects on his life dreams 
and experiences as he prepares for 
death while in his mid 40’s.  We 
thank Chris for this very interesting 
book. 
 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  L IBRARY  
 

Away in a Manger—The Christmas 
Carol 

by Martin Luther 

        There are many other colorful 
and helpful books for young chil-
dren and elementary age kids in our 
Sunday School Library in the hall-
way of the church basement.  When 
you come to get your children after 
Sunday School, take time to look 
through some of them.  Please re-
member to fill out the card in the 

book if you wish to 
take one along 
home.  There is a 
box on the shelf for 
these cards.  Thank 
you. 

 
Marjorie Wahlgren, 

Librarian�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BEGINNER BELLS AND  

SONSHINE BELLS 
 

I am putting 2 people on for a 
snack, so you will need to bring 
snacks and a drink. Cups and nap-
kins will be provided. You are re-
sponsible for contacting each other 
to arrange the snacks. Thanks.  
 
Oct.   1 ............ practice after school 

          Maggie & Sierra snacks 
           8 ........... practice after school  

         Kaelan & Hayley snacks 
          15 .......... practice after school 

         Colleen snacks 
          22 .......... practice after school 

         Allie & Roslyn snacks 
          29 ................ NO PRACTICE 

MORNING GLORY BELLS 
 

Oct .   5 .......... practice after church 
         12 .......... practice after church 
         19 .......... practice after church 
         26 ..........PLAY IN CHURCH 

         no practice after church 
 
 

VESPER RINGERS 
 

Oct.    1 .................NO PRACTICE 
           8 .................. practice at 6:30 
         15 .................. practice at 6:30 
         22 .................NO PRACTICE 
         29 .................. practice at 6:30 
 

SR. CHOIR 
 

         We will practice on Sunday, 
October 19 at 9:00 and sing at the 
church service that day.  Looking 
ahead, you will be singing on the 
4th Sunday in November instead of 
the 3rd Sunday.  
 

—Colleen 
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  5                             Jean Larson 
  8                           Davis Family 
12                   Cheryl Rasmussen 
14                    Lawrence Nelson 
21                 Loretta Youngquist 
31                           Davis Family 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*  Zion is in need of more members to sign up for “Missionary for a Day.”  
All you need to do is sign your name next to a date on the Missionary Calen-
dar in the library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount you wish 
to give. 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 

  1                              Julia Fevold 
  3                           Tyler Colpitts 
                                    Robert Sell 
  4                             Myles Davis 
                            Megan Peterson 
  5                              Jean Larson 
  7                                Tom Schill 
  8                         Ashley Vought 
  9                         Greg Anderson 
                                 Jayden Cline 
10                             Max Carlson 
                                Dick Johnson 
                            Myrtle Peterson 
11                         Shannon Miller 
12                    Cheryl Rasmussen 
13                               Josh Zinnel 
                                  Jerry Brown 
                                Jared Carlson 
                                   Amy Davis 
                          Lawrence Nelson 
15                             Chase Kamp 
                        Ashley Thompson 
                              Mariah Welter 
16                      Paul Johnson, Sr. 
                                 Jim Peterson 

                                 Kevan Smith 
                                 Brandi Trupe 
17                       Elizabeth Stanek 
19                      Ethan Rasmussen 
20                           Dean Rydman 
                               Leigh Weipert 
21                            Noah Heggen 
22                           Jamison Clark 
                         Andrew Cockrum 
                                 Rachel Schill 
23                              Tom Larson 
                                     Steve Will 
24                             Ivan Hudson 
                                     Bob Schill 
25                               Jen Carlson 
                                 Ryan Larson 
26                         Meredee Baade 
                               Ranee’ Fevold 
                                  Gary Welter 
27                             Rita Peterson 
28                   Cindy McCormack 
                                 Korryn Mohr 
                           Tyler Thompson 
29                   Jeanne Bloomquist 
30                               Mike Buske 
                                   Dan Nordin 
                                  Matt Nordin 
31                      Brenda Anderson 
                                 Austin Davis 
                                Vicki Hansen 
                                 Erica Nordin 
                                    Allie Schill 

GREETERS 
 
  5      Dick & Maxine Nordstrom 
                   Nik & Laurie Telleen 
12                    Marleen Fevold &  
                               Kathy Hanson 
  Doug Bloomquist & Shirley Erb 
19               Dick & Ruby Phillips 
                Davis & Sharon Fevold 
26         David & Trena Anderson 
                Tom & Jeni Rasmussen 
 

USHERS 
 
Chris Fevold 
Bob Schill 

Lonnie Carlson 
Jeff Kruse 

Merlyn Jensen 
Tristan Miller 

                        Justin Nordin  
 

SCRIPTURE   
READERS 

   
 

  5                          Laurie Towne 
12                            Mary Larson 
19                      Katelyn Johnson 
26                              Don Larson 
 

 
GOWRIE   

CARE 
CENTER  
HELPERS 

                                                     
  5                David & Kim Rolfes 
19       Beryl & Marilyn Birkla nd 

 
 

L ITURGICAL  DEACONS 
 

Ann Albert & Greg Anderson 
 

OCTOBER 
CHURCH DUTIES 

M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


