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Zion Council met September 23, 
2008.  The meeting was called to 
Order by Jeff Peterson.  Claire 
Davis, Colleen Palmer, Kim 
Rolfes, Jeff Petersen, Ann 
Albert, Gary Kuhn, Beryl 
Birkland & Dawn Loseke were 
present. 
 
Devot ions  on  Li s ten ing 
Intentionally were shared by 
Pastor Jim. 
  
The minutes were read and 

approved as corrected. 
  
Financial Report was read and 
approved. 
  
Team Reports: 
Faith Development Team: 
� Rally Sunday was September 

7.  It was held in the Gowrie 
City Park.  Worship and a 
picnic followed festivities for 
the kids.  It was a beautiful 
day with a fairly good 
attendance. 

� C o n f i r m a t i o n  b e g a n 
September 17.  Thirteen 7th 
and 8th grade students 
attended the first class. 

 
(Continued on page 2a) 

November 2008 

        It’s time for our children to 
begin practicing for the Christmas 
Program.  The Christmas Star 
focuses on the announcement of 
His coming—then and now—as 
well as the hope He brings to this 
troubled world.  It is also a play 
of contrasts: the Newsperson and 
the Wisemen, the Christmas 
shoppers and the Shepherds, 
Mary and Joseph on a long 
journey from home and a family 
driving to a new home.  Each 
scene is filled with the promise of 
hope expected within the near 

future.  It is fitting then for the 
service to conclude with 
fulfillment of God’s promise. 
Jesus is born and calls all manner 
of men to Himself. 
        The Christmas program will 
be on Dec. 14, 2008, during the 
worship hour.  Practices will 
begin November 2 from 8:45—
9:30 a.m. (before 
Sunday School). 
        If anyone is 
interested in helping 
feel free to call 
Jennifer at 352-3685.  

Zion’s Church Staff 
  

James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor 
                                                  352-3932 
Rod Meyer ..............Pastoral Associate 
                                                  846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
                                                  352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist .................................  

Stephen Ministry Leader 
                                                  352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant 
                                                  352-3645 
Beth Miller ...........Financial Secretary 
                                                  879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ......................Treasurer 
                                                  352-3292 
Paul Johnson family ..........Custodians 
                                                  548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
                        Sr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  968-4342 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
                                                  352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office .........................ziongowr@wccta.net 

 
Stephen Ministry .........................................  

stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
Website Addresses 

ZION ...... www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 
 

COOPERATIVE ........................................ 
            www.countrysidecoop.org 

 

 
Zion’s Council 

Jeff Petersen ...................................... Chair 

Kim Rolfes .................................Vice-Chair 

Ann Albert                          Greg Anderson 

Beryl Birkland                         Claire Davis 

Dawn Loseke                      Colleen Palmer 
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(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 

Church Property Team: 
� The sidewalk project is 

nearing completion. 
 
Caring Team: 
� No report. 
 
Finance and Memorial Team: 
� No report. 
 
Long Range Planning Team: 
� No report. 
 
Endowed Benevolence Team: 
� There will be a celebration 

event on October 19. 
 
Stewardship Team:  
� It is recommended that our 

annual stewardship emphasis 
be switched from winter to 
fall to coincide with the 
budget process.  Possibly 
before October.  It is also 
recommended that we use a 

stewardship emphasis other 
than the Phoneathon this fall 
and continue the Phoneathon 
the fall of 2009.  Finally, it is 
recommended that we 
conduct a winter Phoneathon 
to thank members of the 
congregation for their 
support and solicit joys/ 
concerns. 

 
Worship Team: 
� The Worship Team recently 

did planning for the fall/
winter worship schedule. 

 
Staff Report: 
Pastoral acts included: 
� A funeral service was 

conducted for Bruce Maguire 
� Daynen Darian Shirbroun 

was baptized on Sept. 14. 
 
Old Business: 
� The recommendation to hold 

only one worship service for 
the summer Countryside 

 We rejoice with the 9th grade confirmation class and 
their families as they reaffirm their baptismal vows 
through the rite of confirmation on Sunday, October 
26.  Confirmation is an important step, but only one of 
many stages in a lifetime of learning.  The Church ex-
pects these children to continue to learn and assume 
greater responsibilities as members of the family of 

God and as ambassadors of Christ in the world. 
        In Christian love we congratulate the following students as they be-
gin this new stage in their Christian life: 
 
Katie Albright, daughter of Mike & Linda Albright 
Hannah Carlson, daughter of Jim & Jennifer Carlson 
Austin Davis, son of Rev. James & Tami Davis 
Brett Larson, son of Sharon & David Fevold and Alan Larson 
Holden Miller, son of Shannon & Beth Miller 
Justin Nordin, son of Matt & Stacy Nordin 
Gabe Olson, son of Tim & Deb Olson 
Megan Peterson, daughter of Dennis & Kathy Peterson 
Anthony Shavone, son of Toni Shavone 
Elizabeth Welter, daughter of Gary & Nikki Carstens�

Ministry worship service was 
given to the Countryside 
Ministry Executive Committee.  
T h e y  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r 
appreciation for Zion’s council’s 
commitment to  bui ld ing 
re lat ionships wi th in  the 
Countryside Ministry.  The 
reason for having a service at 
Zion is to accommodate those 
who are not comfortable or able 
to worship outdoors.  No further 
action will be taken on the 
recommendation at this time. 

       
New Business: 
� Council Dinner cost is $9 per 

person. 
 
Next meeting will be October 28 at 
7:00 p.m. 
 
The meeting adjourned with the 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Claire Davis, Secretary 

Need your 
lawn 

spruced up 
before  

winter?  
 
On November 2, Countryside Min-
istry Youth will be doing leaf rak-
ing, in the town of Gowrie, to aid 
with their fundraising efforts to go 
to the National Youth Gathering 
next summer.  We will meet at Zion 
after church.  Youth are to bring a 
lawn rake.  Gloves would be a good 
idea to avoid blisters.  Parents 
would be more than welcome to 
help.  If you would like to have the 
Youth rake your lawn, please notify 
the church office before November 
2.  Freewill donations are requested 
for the raking service. 
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                                                     September               Y.T.D. 
 
   ACTUAL INCOME                10,413.00             109,355.97 
 
   BUDGETED INCOME            13,920.00             125,280.00 
 
   ACTUAL EXPENSES            11,917.41             122,845.80  
 
   BUDGETED EXPENSES       13,837.07             124,275.17 
 
(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 

Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

Great is Our God!! 
 

Now I know that the Lord is greater 
than all gods.  —Exodus 18:11 
 
        Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, 
witnessed Israel’s deliverance from 
slavery in Egypt under Pharaoh.  
From what he had seen, Jethro con-
fessed, “Now I know that the Lord 
is greater than all gods.”  (Exodus 
18:11) 
        As we look around we see the 
result of sin in our lives and the 
lives of others.  We may never wit-
ness the type of deliverance on 
which Jethro based his declaration 
of faith.  What we do have is the 

word of God in its truth and purity, 
as well as the working of the Holy 
Spirit in our hearts and lives to cre-
ate and sustain faith in Christ 
through God’s Word and the Sacra-
ments. 
       Jesus won the victory for our 
salvation.  He alone quiets our 
troubled hearts.  He is the God 
above all gods.  “Crown him with 
many crowns, as thrones before 
him fall; Crown him, ye kings, with 
many crowns, for he is King of 
all.”  (LSB 525 vs. 5) 
 

—Mary Orness, Chairperson 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
NOVEMBER 
 
  4—Bible Briefing ......10:00 a.m. 
  5—Rachel Circle .........7:00 p.m. 
  6—Esther & Dorcas Circles 
        at church .................9:00 a.m. 
        Bible Study. ...........................  
            ............. Marjorie Wahlgren 
        Hostesses .........Sandy Thoma 

& Phyllis Rasmussen 
    —Martha Circle 
        at Senior Suites .......1:30 p.m. 
        Bible Study ......Ruby Phillips 
        Hostess ............ Rita Peterson 
12—Bingo @ Gowrie Care Cen-

ter ...........................2:30 p.m. 
13—Project Day ............1:30 p.m. 
23—Thank Offering Service 
            ...........................10:30 a.m. 
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ZION 'S MISSION IS TO CARE BY:
  REACHING OUT TO OTHERS. 

      BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS IN 
A CHRIST-CENTERED 
COMMUNITY . 

      EMPOWERING TO SERVE. 

ZION 'S VISION : 
CARING  FOR ALL  
GOD’S PEOPLE, 
ONE BY ONE 

 
Pastoral acts  
since our last 
newsletter: 

 
 
 
Transfer In: 
Brandon Shostak          10/02/2008 
Barry Anderson            10/20/2008 
Bailey Anderson           10/20/2008 
 
Funerals: 
Nuella S. Franzeen       10/08/2008 
Dakotah M. Fevold      10/10/2008 
 
First Communions: 
Allie Carlon                  10/19/2008 
Roselyn Vinchattle       10/19/2008 
 
Wedding: 
Korryn Mohr/                      
Justin Johnson              10/11/2008 
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The September 2008 Newsletter of  
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin Kananen,  
Missionaries in Tanzania since 1998. 

 
Dear Friends,  
       In September we move to the Form Four gradua-
tion.  This year we have 34 students who graduate on 
September 21 and three weeks later they enter one of 
the most important periods of their lives:  National Ex-
ams.  Some students go in confident and are shattered; 
others who seem without hope succeed.  The best pass, 
the worst do not, but for that 80% between it is hell. 
They will be taking a series of ten or eleven exams 
where if they fail half of them they can be successful. 
       A word of note for anyone traveling to Tanzania 
in the near future: The financial institutions are no 
longer exchanging US money at the current rate (1160 
Tanzanian shillings to the dollar) if your currency 
bears a date earlier than the year 2000.  For those they 
will give you a rate of exchange of 1000 TZ shillings 
to the dollar.  They claim they are afraid the ‘old’ 
money is too easily counterfeited and so don’t want it.  
Cynics among us say that it’s just another way to ‘rip 
us off’ because the U.S. dollar is the U.S. dollar.  
When Africans issue a new bill, they invalidate all the 
old currency and somehow suspect the U.S. must be 
doing the same.  So, as a word of note, that’s it. You 
get a better rate of exchange on 50s and 100s than you 
do on lower denominations and Traveler’s Checks are 
given the same rate as a one dollar bill, which is cur-

rently 1,000 TZ shillings to the dollar, which you may 
note is that other rate of exchange.  
       We want to thank you for responding the way you 
have done to our last month’s request.  We think we 
have almost all of the Form Six graduates in the pro-
grams that will lead them to the next phase of their 
lives.  The MGLSS Career Committee policy, another 
of Jean’s extras, says we work with OBA and sponsors 
for one educational experience beyond MGLSS.  Last 
month we asked you to help take them to the next step, 
some in university and some in technical areas (like 
accounting or teachers training, etc.).  Thank you.  
This year’s scholarship class of 2008 will include one 
lawyer, one public administrator, one business admin-
istrator, one lab technician, one clinical officer, one 
doctor, and six teachers.  
       And thank you also to several of you who gave to 
the University Fund without designation.  Each year 
some sponsors cannot continue into the second or third 
year of a student at full payment so OBA uses those 
extra amounts to complete the scholarship commit-
ment for that student.  Truly, getting a MGLSS gradu-
ate through a higher education program is a team ef-
fort, sort of scholarship by committee!  
       We offer you love, honor, and respect for letting 
us and our students be part of your life.  
 
Love,  
Marvin Kananen and Jean Wahlstrom  
ELCA-GM missionaries serving in Tanzania  
 

� ��������� 	� 
�� 	

If you’ll be giving treats 
this Halloween, reflect on 
the following:  
· In 2006, American spent $16.9 billion on candy 

and gum, which amounts to 26 pounds or $61 of 
candy per person. (Source: U.S. Census Bureau)  

· For Halloween 2007, Americans planned to spend 
about $65 per person on candy, decorations, and 
costumes—$19 on candy alone. (Source: National 
Retail Federation)  

· On average, ELCA members gave a little over 
$4.32 per baptized member to the ELCA World 

Hunger Appeal in 2007.  
·  
Then consider:  
· Giving a gift to ELCA World Hunger Appeal com-

parable to (or more than) your Halloween expenses 
and offering it through your congregation on All 
Saints Sunday (November 2, 2008). Make your do-
nation check out to your congregation and write 
“ELCA World Hunger Appeal” on the memo line. 

· Encouraging children to use the ELCA World 
Hunger coin boxes to share with others who strug-
gle with hunger and poverty. Perhaps connect the 
candy they consume with the contributions they 
offer. 
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        Large or small, it’s your estate – well, more accurately, it’s the estate 
of possessions that God has entrusted to your care: your home and its fur-
nishings, personal property, retirement accounts, life insurance, farmland, 
bank deposits and any investments you may have.  You have decisions to 
make about how to respond to God’s blessings of the abundant life you 
have been given.   
        Without needless delay, you really should think about what you want 
your estate to do for your own remaining years, your family and other 
heirs, and the charitable causes you love.  We urge you to please consider 
our Zion Endowed Benevolence Fund for a generous bequest or distribu-
tion from your estate. 
        Charitable gifts may also have a positive impact on your estate and/
or income taxes.  For example, if you leave shares of stock to our ZEB 
Fund in your Will, your estate will qualify for a tax deduction equal to the 
value of the gift. 
        In addition to Will bequests there are a number of other ways to give 
generously out of your abundance: 

¨ Assignment of life insurance proceeds;  (If you no longer 
need a paid up policy, it would make a wonderful charitable 
gift to our ZEB Fund.  If you are still making payments on a 
life insurance policy, or you purchase a new policy – and 
you make our ZEB Fund the owner – its cash value and your 
future premium payments can qualify as charitable deduc-
tions)  

¨ Convert any bank account, bond or CD into a “Payable on 
Death” account;  (Any bank will supply the form for your 
signature)  

¨ Gifts of appreciated securities, farmland and/or other real es-
tate, annuities and trust distributions can be arranged and fa-
cilitated in consultation with the ELCA Foundation. 

 
        The Zion Endowed Benevolence Fund is one of the ways we are re-
sponding to Jesus’ command to “Go and do likewise.”  The income gen-
erated by the Fund enables us to extend and enrich the kingdom of God 

by witnessing in word and 
deed to people in need.  We 
invite you to join with us in 
generously supporting the 
Fund, reinforcing the values 
by which you have lived and 
extending your discipleship 
into the future – your legacy 
of helping people in need. 
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CHURCH   
L IBRARY  

 
        No new books for our library 
this month, but in looking through 

some of our se-
lections on Mar-
tin Luther and his 
wife Katherine, I 
found two you 
might be inter-
ested in. 

 
Martin Luther 

by John Todd 
Even the paintings of various people 
involved in his life and work are 
thought-provoking. 
 
 
Katherine, Wife of Luther 

by Clara Schreiber 
Easy reading and enjoyable. 
 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  L IBRARY  
 

       In our Sunday School Library 
we also have a more recent account 
of Luther’s life and work with col-
orful pictures of the times. 
 
Martin Luther (A Man Who 
Changed the World) 

by Paul Maier 
 

       Another book I can recommend 
as I read it recently (though not in 
our library) is: 
 
 Father and Son—finding Freedom 

by Walt Wangerin  
and his son Matthew 

 
       Have you read a good book 
lately that you would like to recom-
mend to others?  Let me know or if 
you have one to contribute to our 
library we would appreciate it. 
 

        We did receive another copy of 
the book Three Cups of Tea by Greg 
Mortenson which is also an interest-
ing and thought-provoking true 
story. 

 
Marjorie Wahlgren, 

Librarian�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        I wish all of you a wonderful, 
blessed Thanksgiving with your 
families!!!!  

 
BEGINNER BELLS AND  

SONSHINE BELLS 
 

Nov.   5 ........... practice after school 
          Myles & Conner snacks 

          12 .......... practice after school 
          Maggie & Sierra snacks 

          19 .......... practice after school 
         Kaelan and Hayley snacks 

          26 ................ NO PRACTICE 

MORNING GLORY BELLS 
 

Nov.   2 .......... practice after church 
           9 .......... practice after church 
         16 .......... practice after church 
         23 .......... practice after church 
         30 .................NO PRACTICE 
          
 

VESPER RINGERS 
 

Nov.   5 .................. practice at 6:30 
         12 .................. practice at 6:30 
         19 .................NO PRACTICE 
This might be subject to change as 
I’m not sure when we are practicing 
with the Methodist bell group for 
the concert. 
 

 
 
 

SR. CHOIR 
 

          We will be practicing on Sun-
day, November 23 which is the 4th 
Sunday of the month.  We will sing 
on that Sunday which is Christ the 
King Sunday.  In December, we 
will only be singing on Christmas 
Eve.  But, I need some volunteers to 
lead the lighting of the Advent can-
dles as there is a unison part chorus 
before the readings and prayers.  
Then as the end the congregation 
joins in with a refrain that is 2 part 
mixed.  So, it would be nice to have 
a female and male each Sunday to 
lead this. 
 

—Colleen 
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  2                          Pauline Olson 
19                            Scott Palmer 
23                             J. R. Carlon 
26                               Mary Lind 
29                          Angie Kennel 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*  Zion is in need of more members to sign up for “Missionary for a Day.”  
All you need to do is sign your name next to a date on the Missionary Calen-
dar in the library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount you wish 
to give. 

  2                           Pauline Olson 
                             Jennifer Taylor 
  3                    Paulyne Anderson 
                              Collette Bethel 
  4                              Alan Larson 
  5                         Todd Anderson 
                                    Matt Schill 
                              Kirsten Towne 
  6                           Cole Eldridge 
  7                           Diana Carlson 
                             Neeley Hanson 
  8                            Maria Towne 
  9                               Don Larson 
10                              Stacy Miller 
12                             Chad Loseke 
                                Harley Patton 
                                Cassie Zinnel 
13                        Marleen Fevold 

14                     Megan Thompson 
                                Conner Trupe 
15                           Katie Albright 
16                     Chelsea Anderson 
                               Carol Barnum 
                             Andrew Kinley 
17                            Sam Peterson 
18                          Nels Lindquist 
19                           Aaron Darnell 
                                  John Fevold 
                                 Scott Palmer 
22                               Dale Miller 
                            Deb Schloesslin 
23                         Richard Carlon 
24                   Bruce McCormack 
25                               Joey Kinley 
26                      Ashley Anderson 
                          Suzanne Petersen 
27                            Ryan Carlson 
                                 Brian Norine 
29                           Angie Kennell 
                            Cindy Lindquist 
                             Jeni Rasmussen 
30                           Taylor Clough 
                             Amanda Kinley 

GREETERS 
 
  2                Greg & Kris Carlson 
                  Greg & Sue Anderson 
  9                  Bob & Sherri Schill 
                 Dean & Zanie Rydman 
16                     Tim & Deb Olson 
                     Steve & Renae Lane 
23              Chad & Dawn Loseke 
                   Phil & Natalie Fevold 
30           Marty & Christi Carlson 
                  Alan & Nancy Burger 
 

USHERS 
 
Steve Lane 
Tom Larson 
Paul Fevold 
Alan Burger 
Chad Loseke 
Tom Petersen 

  
 

SCRIPTURE   
READERS 

 
 

   2                                Ann Kruse 
  9                              Don Larson 
16                           Kelly Clough 
18                                   WELCA 
30                      Marsha Farnham 

 
GOWRIE   

CARE 
CENTER  
HELPERS 

                                                     
  2            Bob & Almeda Gordon 
16             Ned & Colleen Palmer 
30             Jim & Jennifer Carlson 

 
 

L ITURGICAL  DEACONS 
 

Ann Albert & Greg Anderson 
 

NOVEMBER 
CHURCH DUTIES 

���������	�
��
���
���	��������
�����������	���
��	�
��
��	��
�����������
����
���
����������
���	����������
�����

��
���

�����
����
��
�����������������

M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

 NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


