
Council Minutes 

A Publication of Zion Lutheran Church Volume 6 Issue 4 

1003 Church Street, PO Box 63, Gowrie, IA  50543 

Zion Council met October 28, 
2008.  Jeff Petersen called the 
meeting to order.  Members 
present:  Ann Albert, Beryl 
Birkland, Greg Anderson, Claire 
Davis, Colleen Palmer, and 
Pastor Jim Davis. 
 
Pastor Jim led devotions based 
on “Living Transformationally”. 
 
Colleen moved to accept the 
minutes for the September 23, 
2008 meeting. Beryl seconded 
the motion.  Carried. 
  
The financial reports were 
discussed.  Greg moved, 
seconded by Ann, to accept the 

financial report and to advertise 
to raise money for the capital 
fund in the future and to put an 
envelope in the bulletin for a 
special offering for the kitchen 
fund.  Motion carried. 
 
  
Team Reports: 
Faith Development Team: 
� Sunday School is going well. 
� There are currently fourteen 

7th and 8th grade students 
attending confirmation. 

� The confirmation class 
attended ConFest ’08 at 
Algona on Wednesday, 
October 22. 

(Continued on page 2a) 

December 2008 

        T h e  S u n d a y  S c h o o l 
Christmas Program will be held 
on Sunday, December 14, 2008, 
during the worship hour.   
        The Christmas Star focuses 
on the announcement of His 
coming—then and now—as well 
as the hope He brings to this 
troubled world.  It is also a play 
of contrasts: the Newsperson and 
the Wisemen, the Christmas 
shoppers and the Shepherds, 
Mary and Joseph on a long 
journey from home and a family 
driving to a new home.  Each 

scene is filled with the promise of 
hope expected within the near 
future.  It is fitting then for the 
service to conclude with 
fulfillment of God’s promise. 
Jesus is born and calls all manner 
of men to Himself. 
        Following the Christmas 
program the Sons of 
the American Legion 
will once again be 
hosting their annual 
brunch fundraiser, 
which is open to the 
public. 

Zion’s Church Staff 
  

James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor 
                                                  352-3932 
Rod Meyer ..............Pastoral Associate 
                                                  846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
                                                  352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist .................................  

Stephen Ministry Leader 
                                                  352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant 
                                                  352-3645 
Beth Miller ...........Financial Secretary 
                                                  879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ......................Treasurer 
                                                  352-3292 
Paul Johnson family ..........Custodians 
                                                  548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
                        Sr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  968-4342 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
                                                  352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office .........................ziongowr@wccta.net 

 
Stephen Ministry .........................................  

stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
Website Addresses 

ZION ...... www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 
 

COOPERATIVE ........................................ 
            www.countrysidecoop.org 

 

 
Zion’s Council 

Jeff Petersen ...................................... Chair 

Kim Rolfes .................................Vice-Chair 

Ann Albert                          Greg Anderson 

Beryl Birkland                         Claire Davis 

Dawn Loseke                      Colleen Palmer 
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(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 

� Approximately 20 persons, 
Senior and junior high youth 
and a few adults participated 
in the Webster County CROP 
Walk on October 12.  

 
Church Property Team, Caring 
Team, Finance and Memorial 
Team, & Long Range Planning 
Team: 
� No reports. 
 
Endowed Benevolence Team: 
� A celebration event was 

conducted on October 19. 
 
Stewardship Team:  
� See motion under “financial 

reports.” 
 
Worship Team: 
� Thankoffering service will be 

Sunday, November 23. 
� Thanksgiving Eve service will 

be at Zion Wednesday, 
November 26. 

 
Staff Report: 
� Funeral  serv ices were 

conducted for Meredee Baede, 
Nuella Franzeen, Dakotah 
Fevold, and John Rudloff. 

� Baptisms are pending for 
T r i n i t y  a n d  T r e v y n n 

Anderson, Bridget White, 
Liberty Suchan, and Landon 
Hemesath. 

� Confirmation was held 
October 26 for the following 
students: Katie Albright, 
Hannah Carlson, Austin 
Davis, Brett Larson, Holden 
Miller, Justin Nordin, Gabe 
Olson, Megan Peterson, 
Anthony Shavone, and 
Elizabeth Welter.  Colleen 
made a motion to accept these 
conf i rmands as vot ing 
members.  Beryl seconded, 
carried. 

� Korryn Mohr and Justin 
Johnson were married October 
19. 

� Allison Carlson and Roselyn 
V i n c h a t t l e  h a d  f i r s t 
communion October 29. 

� Weddings are pending for 
Amber Mosherand Michael 
Spangler and for Brandi 
Trupeand Ron Hemesath. 

� Pastor Jim will be attending 
“New Visions for the Long 
Pastorate” from November 3-
6. 

 
 
Old Business: 
� No old business. 
                     

 The Jesse Tree is up and 
ready to be filled with hats, 
mittens, gloves, scarves, 
and headbands.  The items 
will be given to the Prairie 
Valley school to be distrib-
uted to children who are in 
need.  Please drop off your 
donations at the church and 
help us fill our tree. 

New Business: 
� Reception of transfers for 

Brandon Shostak and Barry and 
Bailey Anderson.  Beryl moved, 
Claire seconded, to accept them 
into membership.  Carried. 

� Colleen moved, seconded by 
Greg, to continue to support 
missionaries Marvin Kananen 
and Jean Wahlstrom.   

� Marilyn Birkland agreed to 
assume Bruce Towne’s position 
on the Countryside Council 
because of scheduling conflicts.  
Ann moved to approve and 
Claire seconded.  Carried. 

� January 3, Saturday evening 
service is moved to 5:30 to 
accommodate Brandi Trupe and 
Ron Hemesath’s wedding at 
4:00.  

� Co l l een  mov ed  (C la i r e 
seconded) to accept the transfer 
o f  N a t a l i e  P e t e r s e n ’ s 
membership to Gloria Dei in 
Iowa City.  Carried. 

 
Next meeting will be November 25 
at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The meeting adjourned with the 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

Claire Davis, Secretary 

Thank you to everyone who 
helped in any way to deco-
rate the church for the 
Christmas season.  The 
whole church looks so beau-
tiful.  Also, thank you to 
everyone who helps to deco-
rate Zion throughout the 
year.  It is so wonderful to 
have so many talented peo-
ple in our church. 
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                                                     October                   Y.T.D. 
 
   ACTUAL INCOME                  9,380.00             118,735.97 
 
   BUDGETED INCOME            13,920.00             139,200.00 
 
   ACTUAL EXPENSES            12,684.43             135,530.23  
 
   BUDGETED EXPENSES       13,837.07             138,112.24 
 
(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 

Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

For Faithfulness 
to the End 

       
        Christ, you lived each day of 
Your life in patient trust, enduring 
temptations and suffering as well 
as enjoying blessings. 
        As I close this year, help me to 
live my life every day in the for-
giveness You freely give me 
through Your cross.  Sow Your 
word deeply into me so that I grow 
firmly in You, in spite of my weak-
ness and failings.  Keep me Your 
child forever, so I may join You in 
Your eternal kingdom.  Amen. 

—Mary Orness, Chairperson 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
DECEMBER 
 
  4—Potluck Dinner, Sing-a-

Long & General Meeting 
             .........................12:00 noon 
 
11—Project Day ............1:30 p.m. 
   
12—Birthdays @ Gowrie Care 

Center ....................2:30 p.m. 
         Esther Circle 
 
Circle Meetings to be  
announced. 

 

The morning circles will provide a   
soup supper for the bell choirs and 
the senior choir members on 
Wednesday, December 10.  It will 
begin at 6:00 p.m. in the church 
basement.  Musicians’ spouses and 
children are invited also.  As you 
know, this is always a wonderful 
meal.  Many thanks to the circles 
for this delightful service!! 
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ZION 'S MISSION IS TO CARE BY:
  REACHING OUT TO OTHERS. 

      BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS IN 
A CHRIST-CENTERED 
COMMUNITY . 

      EMPOWERING TO SERVE. 

ZION 'S VISION : 
CARING  FOR ALL  
GOD’S PEOPLE, 
ONE BY ONE 

 
Pastoral acts  
since our last 
newsletter: 

 
 
 
Baptisms: 
Trinity Lynn Anderson 

11/02/2008 
Trevynn J. Anderson 

11/02/2008 
Bridget Leigh White                       

11/23/2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remember our shut-ins this holi-
day season with a card, small gift  
or tray of goodies. 
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�WHERE IS YOUR TREASURE?  RIDING 
THE FENCE IS A TREACHEROUS GAME! ��

The biblical stewardship values – intentional, regu-
lar, generous, first, proportional, cheerful – answer 
the question, “What does a giver in discipleship to 
Jesus look like?  Or perhaps more accurately, “How 
does a giver in discipleship to Jesus act?”  Encour-
aging these values in givers – in ourselves – is one 
of the major tasks we all share in our congregation.   
 
To focus on the importance of these stewardship 
values, let’s take another look at Luke 12:  “Do not 
be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom.  Sell your posses-
sions, and give alms.  Make purses for yourselves 
that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth de-
stroys.  For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.” 
 
Many people have misread these words of Jesus and 
imagined that they say, “For where your heart is, 
there your treasure will be also.”  Some people even 
say, “We have to change people’s hearts, and then 
their money will follow.”  This could possibly hap-
pen, but we need to recognize that this is not what 
Jesus says. 
 
Jesus says that where your treasure is, where you 
put your money, that is where your heart will be.  If 
this is true (and who are we to disagree with Je-
sus?), then we can say that as people grow in their 
giving to Christ’s church, they will grow in their re-
lationship with Jesus.  This is pretty clearly a cause-
and-effect relationship.  As disciples of Jesus, giv-
ing more to the church in spreading the kingdom of 
God will result in growing closer to Jesus. 
 
Another way to think about what Jesus says here is 
to talk about “acting your way into a new way of 
thinking,” as opposed to “thinking your way into a 
new way of acting.”  Since what Jesus says here is 
“where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also,” then he is talking about the need to first 
change people’s actions.  He is talking about trying 
to act your way into a new way of thinking. 

 
Many people find that in their discipleship it is far 
easier, and far more lasting, to trust in God and act 
their way into a new way of thinking.  It is far more 
effective if trust-based actions lead one’s thoughts, 
than if thoughts lead one’s actions.  If we wait until 
we feel like giving generously, we may never get to 
the action.  If, on the other hand, we trust in God’s 
promise, and simply start to give generously, we 
will find that our attitudes toward giving will 
quickly change.  Our actions will lead our thinking 
far more effectively than our thinking will lead our 
actions. 
 
What all this means is that what God’s people do 
with their money has a profound impact on God’s 
peoples’ relationship with Jesus.  To put it more di-
rectly, you have God’s promise that if you grow in 
your giving, you will grow in your relationship with 
Jesus. 
 
Giving intentionally, regularly, generously, first, 
proportionally, and cheerfully will lead a giver’s 
heart closer to Jesus.  What could be more wonder-
ful?  You will be blessed. 
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Millennium Ministries 
 
        This coming February there will be 4 or 5 people from Zion going on a 
mission trip to Nicaragua through the Millennium Ministries. We are asking for 
donations of items to take with us.  A lot of these things could already be lying 
around your home.  Please consider sending them with us to others who could 
really use them.  Please leave your donations on the small table in the back of 
the church by the kitchen.  Here is a partial list of items we would like to take 
with us:  
 
Baseball caps 
Frisbees 
Rubber balls 
“trinket” jewelry for small girls 
Women’s jewelry, especially hanging or hoop earrings 
Hair accessories 
T-shirts 
Single layer fleece blankets 
Trial/travel size shampoos and lotions 
Small cars for little boys 
Small stuffed animals 
Cloth diapers 
Women’s undergarments  
 
Thank you for your help!!! 
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We would like to invite you to donate a  
poinsettia for our special Christmas Ser-

vices again this year.  Please purchase the 
poinsettia on your own and bring or have 
it delivered to the church anytime during 
December.  (Both greenhouses in Gowrie 

have a wonderful assortment.)  Please let us know no 
later than Sunday, December 7, 2008, if you are donating a poinsettia  
and whom it is to honor or memorialize so we can list the name in the 

special insert on Christmas Eve. 
 

Thank you. 
 

Name of donor:

_________________________________________________________ 

 
Given in Memory/Honor (please circle one) of: 

_________________________________________________________ 
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The Sons of 
the American 
Legion will be 
serving brunch 
on Sunday, 
December 14, 
following the 
c h i l d r e n ’ s 
Christmas pro-
gram.  They 
will be serving 
eggs, sausage, 
hash browns, 
orange juice, 
coffee and 

milk.  A free-will offering will be 
accepted.�
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CHURCH   
L IBRARY  

 
 

 New books for 
our church library 

include some for the Advent and 
Christmas season. 
 
Christmas in My Heart #10 

compiled by Joe Wheeler 
Subtitled “A Treasury of Timeless 
Christmas Stories”—by various au-
thors including Pearl Buck and 
Grace L. Hill.  Great to read in a 
family setting or for your own holi-
day treat. 
 
Rebecca’s Reward 

by Lauraine Snelling 
Book 4 in the Daughters of Blessing 
Series. 
 
 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  L IBRARY  
 

        
What God Wants for Christmas 

by Amy Gordon 
A read-along/sing-along book with 
beautiful illustrations.  It also has a 
CD of familiar Christmas carols in 
the back.  (Excellent for Sunday 
School classes, especially pre-
school through 4th grade.) 
 
       This library also contains sev-
eral other Christmas books.  Come 
in and browse (in the basement hall-
way near the pre-school classroom.)  
Be sure to write your full name on 
the card in the book if you borrow it 
and put it in the small card file on 
the shelf.  Thanks. 
 

 
Marjorie Wahlgren, 

Librarian�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 “It is important to remind ourselves 
that as Christians we walk in the 
world but are not of the world.” 

 
        May you experience Christ’s 
presence this Advent season.  Also, 
may you have a blessed Christmas! 
Peace to you all. 
 

 
BEGINNER BELLS AND  

SONSHINE BELLS 
 

No practice in December. 

MORNING GLORY BELLS 
 

Dec.    7 ..........practice after church 
          14 ..........practice after church 
          21 ......... PLAY IN CHURCH 
          28 ................ NO PRACTICE 
           
 

VESPER RINGERS 
 

Dec.    3 ................ rehearsal at 6:30 
          10 ....................supper at 6:00 
              provided by the morning 
              circles.  No practice. 
          17 ..................practice at 6:30 
          24 ................ NO PRACTICE 
              See you in church. 
          31 ................ NO PRACTICE 
 
 

 
 

SR. CHOIR 
 

         You will have two rehearsals - 
WEDNESDAY, Dec. 10 and SUN-
DAY, Dec. 21. On Wednesday the 
10th, you are invited to the supper 
at 6:00 provided by the morning 
circles.  Please try to attend as they 
make a wonderful meal and put a 
lot of preparation into this.  Spouses 
are invited.  After the meal we will 
practice your part of the "Lessons 
and Carols" and also the Christmas 
Eve music.  All of this will be re-
hearsed on the 21st as well.  I hope 
that you will make every effort to 
attend these two rehearsals! 
Thanks !!!!!!!!!!! 
 
 

—Colleen 
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       Special Christmas Offering 
Envelopes are enclosed in the 
newsletter this month.  These en-
velopes are for a special offering 
designated 50% for the Tanzanian 
Well Project and 50% for Brem-
wood.  You may either place these 
envelopes in the offering plate on 
Sunday morning or send them to 
the church office.  Offerings 
placed in these envelopes do not 
go to the general church fund.  
Please use your regular envelopes 
for your general 
church offering.  
If you have ques-
tions, please con-
tact the financial 
secretary. 
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  1                      Richard Johnson 
  3                           Helen Nelson 
  7                           Kris Cathcart 
  8                        Ilene Lundblad 
11                   Cindy Youngquist  
17                        Vicki anderson 
19                      Tyler McCubbin 
21                      Pauline Johnson 
29                   Ashley McCubbin 
 
 

*Zion is in need of more members to 
sign up for “Missionary for a Day.”  
All you need to do is sign your name 
next to a date 
on the Mission-
ary Calendar 
in the library.  
Gifts range 
from 50 cents 
to whatever 
amount you 
wish to give. 

  1                          Allison Carlon 
                                Cindy Fevold 
                               Nicole Fevold 
                    Nicole Nelson-Sease 
                                   Gabe Olson 
  3                       Paulette Carlson 
                                Helen Nelson 
  4                            Evan Telleen 
  5                         Tanner Carlson 
                                Blaine Kamp 
                                   Nik Telleen 
  6                             Judi Johnson 
  7                         Dean Summers 
  8                       Becca Anderson 
                                Kris Cathcart 
                          Brandon Johnson 
                             Ilene Lundblad 
10                             Stacey Cline 
11                          Laurie Telleen 
                        Cindy Youngquist 
14                         Frances Brown 
                                  Jordan Lane 
                                    Jerry Mohr 
                                Raegan Ware 

15                 Dylan Nelson-Sease 
                          Darian Shirbroun 
17                     Jocelyn Anderson 
                            Don Borgen, Sr. 
19                              Aden Jepsen 
                           Tyler McCubbin 
                         Nicole Thompson 
21            Jordan Schultz/Hartwig 
23                    Audrianne Carlson 
                             Melanie Larson 
                                Audra Paullin 
24                            Keenan Mohr 
25                                 Mary Lind 
                              Zeb McCubbin 
27                         Rodney Hunter 
28                         Jayden Johnson 
                               Miranda Keith 
                                 Larry Nelson 
29                         Vicki Anderson 
                         Ashley McCubbin 
                           Darwin Peterson 
30                     Arnie Bloomquist 
                                 Sarah Fevold 
31                                Lori Meyer 
                                   Paula Smith 

GREETERS 
 

 
  7 ............Jim & Jennifer Carlson 
 Rob Peterson & Jessica Peterson 
14 .............Ken & Betty Pedersen 
 ..........Don & Marjorie Wahlgren 
21 ............ Brett & Kathy Carlson 
 ................... Tom & Mary Larson 
28 .......... Gary & Nicole Carstens 
 ..............Dean & Kathy Swenson 
 
 

USHERS 
 

Greg Carlson 
Jim Peterson 

Lonnie Carlson 
Brett Carlson 

Tanner Carlson 
Trent Farnham 

Josh Zinnel 
  

SCRIPTURE   
READERS 

 
 

  7  ........................ Linda Carlson 
14  ....... S. S. Christmas Program 
21  .................. Lessons & Carols 
28  .....................Almeda Gordon 
 

 
GOWRIE   

CARE 
CENTER  
HELPERS 

                                                     
14 ............. Chris & Cindy Fevold 
28 ......... Willis & Sharon Carlson 
 

 
 

L ITURGICAL  DEACONS 
 

Ann Albert & Greg Anderson 

DECEMBER 
CHURCH DUTIES 
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M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

 DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


