
Council Minutes 

A Publication of Zion Lutheran Church Volume 6 Issue 5 

1003 Church Street, PO Box 63, Gowrie, IA  50543 

Zion Council met November 25, 
2008.  Jeff Petersen called the 
meeting to order.  Members 
present:  Jeff Petersen, Kim 
Rolfes, Ann Albert, Beryl 
Birkland, Greg Anderson, Claire 
Davis, Colleen Palmer, and 
Pastor Jim Davis. 
 
Pastor Jim led devotions based 
on “Finding Jesus”. 
 
The following corrections were 
made to the minutes: Allison 
Carlson and Roselyn Vinchattle 
had first communion October 19, 
not October 29.  Korryn Mohr 
and Justin Johnson were married 

October 11, not October 19. 
Ann moved to accept the minutes 
for the September 23, 2008 
meeting as corrected.  Beryl 
seconded the motion.  Carried. 
  
The financial reports were 
discussed.  Greg moved, 
seconded by Kim, to accept the 
financial report.  Motion carried. 
 
  
Team Reports: 
Faith Development Team: 
�  Ten 3rd and 7th grade youth 

attended “Run Through the 
Bible” on November 12.  

(Continued on page 2a) 

January 2009 

      A man came home from work 
late, tired and irritated, to find his 
5-year-old son waiting for him at 
the door. 
 
Son:  "Daddy, may I ask you a 
question?" 
Dad:  "Yeah sure, what is it?" 
replied the man.  
Son:  "Daddy, how much do you 
make an hour?"  
Dad: "That’s none of your 
business.  Why do you ask such a 
thing?" the man said angrily.  
Son: "I just want to know.  Please 
tell me, how much do you make 
an hour?" 

Dad: "If you must know, I make 
$50 an hour." 
Son: "Oh," the little boy replied, 
with his head down.  Daddy, may 
I please borrow $25?" 
       The father was furious.  "If 
the only reason you asked that is 
so you can borrow some money 
to buy a silly toy or some other 
nonsense, then you march  
yourself straight to your room and 
go to bed.  Think about why you 
are being so selfish. I don’t work 
hard every day for such childish 
frivolities."  The little boy quietly 

(Continued on page 5) 

Zion’s Church Staff 
  

James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor 
                                                  352-3932 
Rod Meyer ..............Pastoral Associate 
                                                  846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
                                                  352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist .................................  

Stephen Ministry Leader 
                                                  352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant 
                                                  352-3645 
Beth Miller ...........Financial Secretary 
                                                  879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ......................Treasurer 
                                                  352-3292 
Paul Johnson family ..........Custodians 
                                                  548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
                        Sr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  968-4342 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
                                                  352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office .........................ziongowr@wccta.net 

 
Stephen Ministry .........................................  

stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
Website Addresses 

ZION ...... www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 
 

COOPERATIVE ........................................ 
            www.countrysidecoop.org 

 

 
Zion’s Council 

Jeff Petersen ...................................... Chair 

Kim Rolfes .................................Vice-Chair 

Ann Albert                          Greg Anderson 

Beryl Birkland                         Claire Davis 

Dawn Loseke                      Colleen Palmer 
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(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 

They will receive their Bibles 
in church on November 30. 

� Just a reminder that Sunday 
School takes priority over all 
else on Sunday mornings. 

�  Three junior high youth 
attended the Western Iowa 
Junior High Youth Gathering 
held at the Twin Lakes 
Conference Center. 

� The Senior High Youth 
recently attended a haunted 
house in Lake City, raked 
leaves and attended a movie 
in Lake City. 

 
Church Property Team: 
� The furnace for the east side 

of the sanctuary is not 
operational.  Greg and Beryl 
will look into taking care of 
this. 

 

Caring Team, Finance and 
Memorial Team, Long Range 
Planning Team, & Endowed 
Benevolence Team: 
� No reports. 
 
Stewardship Team:  
� P a s t o r  i s  d e v e l o p i n g 

stewardship materials.  These 
wi l l  be distr ibuted in 
December along with a special 
appeal for the Capital Fund 
and the Kitchen Fund. 

 
Worship Team: 
� Thanksgiving Eve service will 

be at Zion Wednesday, 
November 26 at 7:00 pm. 

 
Staff Report: 
�  Liberty Suchan was baptized.  

An affirmation of baptism 
service for Landon Hemesath 
was conducted. 

�  Weddings are pending for 
Amber Mosher and Michael 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The schedule was not available at 
time of printing.  Please watch your 
bulletins for your schedule. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       Thank you to everyone who 
signed up to provide a vase of flow-
ers to adorn our altar in 2009.  We 
still need one or two people to take 
two vases on July 26.  The cost is 
$12.50 per vase (make your check 
payable to Swanson Florist).  If you 
would be willing to provide the 
flowers for one or both vases on 
July 26, please let Marilyn Birkland, 
Cindy Fevold, or Cheryl in the 
church office know.  Again, thank 
you to everyone who signed up!!! 

Spangler and for Brandi Trupe 
and Ron Hemesath. 

� Pastor Jim attended “New 
Visions for the Long Pastorate” 
from November 3-6. 

 
Old Business: 
� No old business. 
                      

New Business: 
�  The Sunday School room in the 

balcony needs the bulletin 
board repaired. 

� Beryl made a motion to 
reappoint Bruce Towne to the 
Countryside Ministry council.  
Seconded by Kim.  Motion 
carried. 

 
Next meeting will be December 30 
at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The meeting adjourned with the 
Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Claire Davis, Secretary 

Just a reminder to everyone 
that we will be having our an-
nual budget meeting following 
worship on January 18.  Please 
plan on attending.  Bring any 
questions and concerns you may 
have about our church budget 
with you. 

Life is not the way it’s 
supposed to be.  It’s the 
way it is.  The way you 
cope with it is what 
makes the difference. 
 

—Virginia Satir 
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                                                     November               Y.T.D. 
 
   ACTUAL INCOME                14,619.00             133,354.97 
 
   BUDGETED INCOME            13,920.00             153,120.00 
 
   ACTUAL EXPENSES            16,497.38             152,027.62 
 
   BUDGETED EXPENSES       13,837.07             151,949.31 
 
(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 

Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

Upcoming Events 
 
JANUARY 
 
  6—Bible Briefing ......10:00 a.m. 
  8—Esther & Dorcas Circles 
            .............................9:00 a.m. 
        Bible Study. .....Ruth Sandeen 
         Hostesses .....Pauline Johnson 
    —Martha Circle ........1:30 p.m. 
        Bible Study ...........Mary Lind 
        Hostess ..........Frances Brown 
15—Project Day ............1:30 p.m. 
21—Birthdays @ Gowrie Care 

        Center ...2:30 p.m. 
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ZION 'S MISSION IS TO CARE BY:
  REACHING OUT TO OTHERS. 

      BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS IN A 
CHRIST-CENTERED  

             COMMUNITY . 
      EMPOWERING TO SERVE. 

ZION 'S VISION : 
CARING  FOR ALL  
GOD’S PEOPLE, 
ONE BY ONE 

 
Pastoral acts  
since our last 
newsletter: 

 
 
 
Baptisms: 
Dylan Lawless              11/26/2008 
Liberty Jane Suchan     11/30/2008 
 
Baptismal Dedication: 
Landon Hemesath        11/30/2008 
 
Funerals: 
Kyle M. Fevold            12/03/2008 
 
Weddings: 
Amber Mosher/ 
Michael Spangler         12/06/2008 

       People who must flee their homes quickly often do not have time 
to pack essential items.  A health kit can help refugees to maintain 
personal hygiene while living in exile.  Items also contribute to a new 
start for those who can return home. 
       Zion’s Women of the ELCA are currently collecting items to 
make health kits for Lutheran World Relief.  The following is a list of 
items needed to make one health kit: 

One hand towel, one washcloth, one bath-size bar of soap, any 
brand, one toothbrush, one tube of toothpaste, 5 or 7 oz., one 
comb, wide tooth preferred, one metal nail file or nail clippers 
with file attached, six Band-Aids, preferably 1/2” to 3/4” wide 

 
       Wrap items in the towel and tie securely with ribbon or yarn.  
Place your contributions in the blue plastic container labeled 
“Lutheran World Relief” in the back of the church.  If you do not care 
to shop, monetary contributions are an option.  You can give them to 
Jean Larson, WELCA treasurer, or leave them in the church office. 
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The December 2008 Newsletter of  
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin Kananen,  

Missionaries in Tanzania since 1998. 
 
Dearest fellow travelers in the Advent,  
            It has been our pattern to not send a December 
newsletter, figuring that people were communicating 
enough with their families. However, some said they’d 
rather hear from us, which we know is either a word of 
commendation to us or an insight into the communica-
tion patterns of their families. Nevertheless, Merry 
Christmas, rejoiceful Advent season, and Happy 2009 
to all.  
            It’s normally a time to think about gifts. As we 
know, gifts can take many forms. We give thanks to 
God for the great gift you give to us in your partner-
ship to mission in this special place. How do you love 
us? Let us count the ways: prayer, our financial sup-
port, prayer, volunteering in so many ways, prayer, 
sponsoring a student, prayer, raisins and walnuts and 
Starbucks (for us), prayer, visits by churches, prayer, 
toothbrushes and toothpaste for the girls, prayer, shoes 
for the girls, prayer, resourcing our urgent emails for 
information, prayer, etc. Please know that we consider 
all you do in support of us to be truly a gift from 
God . . . and we are thankful. It is a gift that gives all 
year long and never stops being a blessing!  
            We offer a special thank you to all of our 
‘official’ missionary sponsoring church partners. Dur-
ing these difficult financial times, you have kept your 
commitment to us, oh faithful ones. Be blessed.  
            This year we are going to miss our first Christ-
mas at the Girls School after ten consecutive years, but 
this year you will find us in Chiang Mai, Thailand. 
Jean’s niece, Wendy, her husband Mike, et al. (here, et 
al. standing for Ethan and Alex) are missionaries (and 
kids) with the C&MA just across the Indian Ocean. It 
is a trip we are looking forward to. Although both 
families are missionaries, the worlds we serve are so 
very different. They live in a world that is mostly Bud-
dhist while we live in a rural setting among mostly 
Christians. Our work in Tanzania is to educate; they 
teach and work in an urban world (where, I hear, there 
are three Starbucks in their town). These are our vaca-
tion weeks for this year, two weeks to relax, learn, and 
be with family. Nice.  

            Our campus is mostly closed down, although 
about a hundred girls remain. All of the PreForm Ones 
are here, as are the A-level students and a few O-level 
(Forms 1-4) who opt to stay for various reasons. We 
tell them if it’s not safe to go home, don’t go. Last 
year we lost two of them from school to pregnancy. 
Oh, if the others would but learn from their sisters that 
it is not always safe. If David Simonson (the builder of 
the school) had his way, he’d have never let the girls 
go home. Marvin agrees. However, we can’t do that to 
the girls and their families. And so, life happens. Do 
pray for these girls, basically unknown to you but so in 
need of divine protection.  
            We also would ask you to consider sponsoring 
one of these new ones. Jean and the matron just fin-
ished interviewing all 60 of them as to their faith back-
grounds. If they understood what was said correctly, 
there will be 19 taking instruction for Christian bap-
tism and 13 for confirmation. Consider investing in 
not only their faith future, but the future of their whole 
family. Because when you educate a girl, you directly 
reduce poverty for a whole family. This is also a gift 
that keeps on giving, a great alternative gift to give. 
Contact OPERATION BOOTSTRAP AFRICA. New 
e-mail: deanamilleroba@aol.com or call them at 612 – 
871 – 4980.  
            This is a dynamic time on our campus, with 
most of the girls gone. Construction is going well on 
the two classrooms, one of which may be ready for 
class in January. Also, across campus are long 
trenches where some of the electric aluminum cables 
are being replaced. We have been running parts of our 
campus on extension cords running through the trees 
and under the eaves of the buildings to keep power go-
ing, not anyone’s preferred way. It will be good to 
know the new wiring is safer (when there is power). 
The water system remains uncertain, although we have 
had water for the last four mornings after two periods 
of ten days of no water.  
            We have had some rain as the short-rainy sea-
son draws to a close, not enough for farming although 
some people who planted may get some harvest, 
maybe enough to replace the seeds they planted a few 
weeks ago hoping for a ‘real’ crop. Sometimes, it 
doesn’t happen. I look about me here in Africa and 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Millennium Ministries 
 
        This coming February there will be 4 or 5 people from Zion going on a 
mission trip to Nicaragua through the Millennium Ministries.  We are asking 
for donations of items to take with us.  A lot of these things could already be 
lying around your home.  Please consider sending them with us to others who 
could really use them.  Please leave your donations on the small table in the 
back of the church by the kitchen.  Here is a partial list of items we would like 
to take with us:  
 
Baseball caps, Frisbees, rubber balls, “trinket” 
jewelry for small girls, women’s jewelry, espe-
cially hanging or hoop earrings, hair accessories, 
T-shirts, single layer fleece blankets, travel-size 
shampoos and lotions, small cars for little boys, 
small stuffed animals, cloth diapers, and 
women’s undergarments  
 
Thank you for your help!!! 

(Continued from page 4) 

Missionaries 
 

think of our parents/grandparents/
great-grandparents who lived simi-
lar lives, so dependent on the 
weather to stay alive. We who earn 
a wage can complain about the dep-
rivations we suffer by being unable 
to buy what we want when we 
want. Famine can happen when you 
do everything right and still get 
slammed by reality. Farmers have 
to be the greatest example of people 
living by faith that I can imagine. 
When the crop doesn’t happen, 
what do they do? They look for-
ward to the next season. May our 
faith be similar.  
            Christ came. Christ will 
come again. This, too, is the harvest 
season of which we speak. This is 
the meaning of Advent. The ‘vent’ 
part of Advent is from the Latin 
word ‘to come,’ as in (among other 
words) adventure, prevent, invent, 
and event. One thing I love about 
the faith of farmers is that it in-
volves work. It’s not merely an aca-
demic pursuit, it takes serious ef-
fort.  
            Jean has been emphasizing 
the action of ‘waiting’ this Advent. 
Advent usually brings to our minds 
the two comings, the first one in 
Bethlehem and the second one 
someplace in the future. She’s call-
ing it the two ‘waitings’, comparing 
those who waited for the first com-
ing of the Messiah with how we are 
to be waiting for the second coming 
of the Christ. Lord God, teach us to 
wait actively, serving and sharing 
your love, THE gift of the season!  
Love,  
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin 
Kananen  
ELCA-GM missionaries serving in 
Tanzania  

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Could I Borrow $25 
went to his room and shut the door. 
      The man sat down and started to 
get even angrier about the little 
boy’s questions.  How dare he ask 
suchquestions only to get some 
money? 
      After about an hour or so, the 
man had calmed down, and started 
to think:   Maybe there was 
something he really needed to buy 
w i t h  t h a t 
$25.  He really didn’t ask for money 
very often.  The man went to the 
door of the little boy’s room and 
opened the door.  "Are you asleep, 
son?"  He asked. 
      “No daddy, I’m awake," replied 
the boy. 
      "I’ve been thinking, maybe I was 
too hard on you earlier" said the 
man. "It’s been a long day and I 
took out my aggravation on you. 
Here’s the $25 you asked for. 
      The little boy sat straight up, 
smiling. "Oh, thank you daddy!" he 
yelled. Then, reaching under his 
pillow he pulled out some crumpled 
up bills.  The man saw that the boy  
already had money, started to get 

angry again.  The little boy slowly 
counted out his money, and then 
looked up at his father.  "Why do 
you want more money if you already 
have some?" the father grumbled.  
“Because I didn’t have enough, but 
now I do," the little boy replied. 
"Daddy, I have $50 now.  Can I buy 
an hour of your time?  Please come 
home early tomorrow.  I would 
like to have dinner with you." 
      The father was crushed.  He put 
his arms around his little son, and he 
begged for his forgiveness. 
 
This story has been just a short 
reminder to all of us working so 
hard in life.  We should not let time 
slip through our fingers without 
having spent some time with those 
who really matter to us, those 
close to our hearts.  Do remember to 
share that $50 worth of your time 
with someone you love. 
 
If we die tomorrow, the company 
that  we are  work ing fo r 
could easily replace us in a matter of 
hours.  But the family and friends 
we leave behind will feel the loss for 
the rest of their lives.  
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Some tips for a happier life in 2009. 
 
· Do not give in to anger over the past or fear of the 

future.  Don’t look backward or forward.  Enjoy 
the present. 

· Don’t waste your energy on grudges, gossip, and 
negative thoughts.  Life is too short to waste time 
hating anyone. 

· Forgive everyone for everything. 
· Envy is a waste of time.  God will provide what 

you need. 
· Enjoy the simple things. 
· Surround yourself with what you love—family, 

pets, keepsakes, music, books, plants, hobbies, 
sports. 

· Keep learning and keep active.  Learn hobbies, 
crafts, gardening, photography, the computer.  “An 
idle mind is the devil’s workshop.” 

· Cherish your health.  If it is good, preserve it.  If it 
is unstable, work to improve it. 

· Remember:  prevention is also a life issue. 
· Take a 30-minute walk every day, and while you 

walk, smile.  It’s the ultimate antidepressant.  God 
made the body to be used.  Use it. 

· Be enthusiastic about all that you do, even menial 
work. 

· Listen to your mom.  Eat more natural foods that 
grow on trees and plants, and eat less processed 
foods.  Include lots of fresh fruits, vegetables, and 

whole grains in your diet. 
· Everything in moderation. 
· Use medications discreetly and only those pre-

scribed by a competent doctor. 
· Take a short siesta after lunch.  Do not deprive 

yourself of sleep. 
· Sit in prayerful silence for at least 15 minutes 

every day. 
· Play more games and read more funny books. 
· Don’t take guilt trips.  Take a trip to the mall, to 

another city, even to a foreign country, but not to 
where the guilt is. 

· Don’t take yourself so seriously.  Cultivate a sense 
of humor.  Laugh a lot.   

· Try to make at least two people smile or laugh 
each day. 

· Get rid of the clutter in your life and anything that 
isn’t useful, beautiful, or joyful. 

· Tell the people you love that you love them at 
every opportunity. 

· Focus less on yourself and more on how you can 
be of service to others. 

· Count your blessings, and be thankful. 
· Try to live peaceably with your family, your 

neighbors, and the people in your workplace. 
 
(Compiled from the wisdom of various authors, 
known and unknown, including the writers of the Gos-
pels and reprinted with permission from the Joyful 
Noiseletter.) 
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Your gifts to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal, through 
its partner the Lutheran World Federation, help fund 
this development effort in Tanzania. 

*                        *                        * 
 
Jesca Noah, a widow with four children, was one of 
the participants in the Lutheran World Federation wa-
ter-management training course in Kahundwe village, 
Tanzania.  “It can take me four hours to fetch a single 
bucket of water in the dry season.  When they told me 

that for the cost of three goats my water problems 
could be ended, I laughed out loud,” she said. “I was 
so happy, but I didn’t believe it was possible!”  
 
In the training Jesca learned how to build a simple rain 
water collection system. A 1000 gallon tank is lined 
with plastic tarp. Rain water is collected from another 
tarp on a nearby roof and channeled to the tank with 
split bamboo funneling.  
 
Now Jesca is busy building her own rain water collec-
tion system. “It only takes a little to realize a dream,” 
she says.  
 

(Reprinted with permission of the ELCA.) 



7 

      1                       Tyler McCubbin 
      4                         David Shavone 
    19                    Cindy Youngquist 
    29                   Marjorie Wahlgren 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Zion is in need of more members to 
sign up for “Missionary for a Day.”  
All you need to do is sign your name 
next to a date on the Missionary Cal-
endar in the library.  Gifts range 
from 50 cents to whatever amount 
you wish to give. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  1                          Zanie Rydman 
                                    Liz Welter 
  3                            Monte Albert 
  5                    Treyton Swanberg 
  7                           Trevor Larson 
  8                          Norm Peterson 
  9                           Mike Johnson 
10                            Tatum Baade 
                            Shaylin Carlson 
                            Sydney Carlson 
11                    Brandon Brohimer 
                                Brett Carlson 
                              Steve Cathcart 
                                  Ross Larson 
                           Russell Petersen 
                              LuAnn Suchan 
12                                Jim Fevold 
                              Jackie Johnson 
                            Megan Peterson 
13                           Jaxon Carlson 
                                   Jaden Clark 
14                                Ann Albert 
                    Brooklynn Anderson 
                          Dale Carlson, Sr. 
                               Julia Eastman 

16                       Mike McGovern 
17                      Nicholas Carlson 
                              Cynthia Dunne 
18                           Gary Carstens 
20                            Dawn Loseke 
21                        Megan Eastman 
                               Sharon Fevold 
22                           Bud Johanson 
                        Phyllis Rasmussen 
                              Rod Warehime 
23                        Pauline Johnson 
                            Jessica Peterson 
24                          Nikki Carstens 
                          Cindy McCubbin 
                                Tanner Miller 
                             LaVern Urelius 
25                                 Erv Buske 
27                               Steve Mohr 
28                  Eleanor Bloomquist 
29                               Sybil Bauer 
                               Leonard Jansa 
                       Marjorie Wahlgren 
30                      Morgan Farnham 
31                             Katie Clough 
                                 Megan Schill 
                            Kimberly Watts 

GREETERS 
 
  4            Cornell & Kris Lowrey 
      Wanda Hade & Gary Kaehler 
11              Robert & Sandy Sease 
                    Cindy Youngquist &  
                               Katie Albright 
18           Gregg & Martha Norine 
                Tracy & Angela Burger 
25      Mary Lind & Corliss Schill 
       Terry Mentzer & Ann Albert 
 
 

USHERS 
 

Ellis Harklau 
Greg Anderson 

Ken Pedersen 
Bob Sease 

Bruce Towne 
Rex Miller 

Holden Miller 
  

SCRIPTURE   
READERS 

 
 

  4  .................... Paulette Carlson 
11  .................. Kathleen Johnson 
18  .........................Tara Goodale 
25  .............................. Jeff Kruse 
 

 
GOWRIE   

CARE 
CENTER  
HELPERS 

                                                     
11 ............. Steve & Kris Cathcart 
25 .............. Nik & Laurie Telleen 
 

 
 

L ITURGICAL  DEACONS 
 

Kim Rolfes & Claire Davis 

JANUARY 
CHURCH DUTIES 
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M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

 JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


