
Council Minutes 

A Publication of Zion Lutheran Church Volume 6 Issue 6 

1003 Church Street, PO Box 63, Gowrie, IA  50543 

Zion’s Council met December 
30, 2008.  Kim Rolfes called the 
meeting to order.  Present: Kim 
Rolfes, Beryl Birkland, Colleen 
Palmer, Ann Albert, Dawn 
Loeske, Claire Davis, and Pastor 
Jim Davis. 
 
Pastor Jim led devotions based 
on “Serving Contentedly.” 
 
Colleen moved to accept the 
minutes for the November 25, 
2008 meeting.  Ann seconded the 
motion.  Carried. 
 
The financial reports were 
discussed.  Beryl moved, 
seconded by Claire, to accept the 
financial report.  Motion carried. 

 
Team Reports: 
Faith Development Team: 
�   Confirmation and FUSION 

youth caroled at the Gowrie 
Care Center and the Senior 
Suites on December 17. 

� Senior High Youth will 
attended the Western Iowa 
Synod Senior High Youth 
Gathering on January 3-4. 

 
Church Property Team: 
� We are in the process of 

replacing furnaces. 
Caring Team: 
� We are designating the 4th 

Sunday of every month for 
(Continued on page 2a) 

February 2009 

If You Already Have a Will, 
Consider the Fol lowing 
Questions: 

·    Is my Will up-to-date? 
·    Do I have any minor 

children? 
·    Have I moved to a 

different state? 
·    Has the size of my estate 

changed since my Will 
was written? 

·    H a v e  a n y  o f  t h e 
individuals (executor, 

beneficiary, ministry) 
named in my Will died or 
c e a s e d  o p e r a t i o n ?  
Moved?  Changed names? 

·     Is my church or other 
ELCA ministry included 
in my Will? 

·     Should I learn more about 
life income gifts? 

·     Have I provided a means 
to pay for probate and 
estate taxes? 

(Continued on page 5) 

Zion’s Church Staff 
  

James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor 
                                                  352-3932 
Rod Meyer ..............Pastoral Associate 
                                                  846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
                                                  352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist .................................  

Stephen Ministry Leader 
                                                  352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant 
                                                  352-3645 
Beth Miller ...........Financial Secretary 
                                                  879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ......................Treasurer 
                                                  352-3292 
Paul Johnson family ..........Custodians 
                                                  548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
                        Sr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  968-4342 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
                                                  352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office .........................ziongowr@wccta.net 

 
Stephen Ministry .........................................  

stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
Website Addresses 

ZION ...... www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 
 

COOPERATIVE ........................................ 
            www.countrysidecoop.org 

 

 
Zion’s Council 

Jeff Petersen ...................................... Chair 

Kim Rolfes .................................Vice-Chair 

Ann Albert                          Greg Anderson 

Beryl Birkland                         Claire Davis 

Dawn Loseke                      Colleen Palmer 
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(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 

bringing items for the food 
pantry. 

 
 Finance and Memorial Team: 
� Beryl moved to have meeting 

on January 18 and Dawn 
seconded.  Carried. 

� A proposal for the 2009 
Bu d g e t  M ee t i n g  w as 
discussed. Meeting was 
Sunday, January 18 following 
worship.  Colleen motioned to 
recommend the proposal at 
the congregation meeting. 
Kim seconded. Carried 

 
 Long Range Planning Team, & 
Endowed Benevolence Team: 
� No reports. 
 
Stewardship Team:  
� A bul let in insert was 

distributed Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day highlighting 
giving opportunities at Zion. 

 
Worship Team: 
� Special worship services were 

held on Christmas Eve at 7:00 
p.m. and on Christmas Day at 
9:00 a.m. 

� Liturgy from With One Voice 
will begin the second of 
January. 

 
Staff Report: 
� Dylan Lawless was baptized 

on November 26.  Liberty 
Suchan was baptized on 
November 30.  The baptism 
of Landon Hemesath was 
celebrated on November 30. 

� A funeral service was 
conducted for Kyle Fevold on 
December 3. 

� Amber Mosher and Michael 
Spangler were married on 
December 6.  A wedding was 
conducted for Brandi Trupe 

        I saw God at work, a very spe-
cial Epiphany for me, this past 
month at Mercy Medical Center in 
Des Moines.  He was present in the 
form of those nurses who work with 
people recovering from surgery in 
the oncology unit. 
        He was in their patience and 
cheerful words, "How can I help 
you?" in the middle of the night, 
even though it might be the third re-
quest for help because " . . . my IV 
machine is beeping again and I don't 
know why." 
        I heard Him in their kind, "Can 
I get you anything else?" before 
they left the room.  Some even 
thanked me when they came to 
check my vital statistics at 5:30 or 
6:00 a.m.  Was that because I didn’t 

growl at them or say, "Leave me 
alone"?  After all, I knew I could 
probably go back to sleep for an 
hour or two while they had to con-
tinue working.  
       I also saw God working in other 
patients who come into this unit for 
treatments a few days at a time.  
Meeting them in the halls walking 
with their IV poles, I saw determi-
nation in their strides. Or visiting 
briefly in the lounge and hearing  
their stories, I was encouraged by 
their hope and confidence in a God 
who walks with us in our trials and 
promises His strength and loving 
care for the rest of our journeys.  I 
found a double meaning in hearing 
them exclaim with joy when their 

(Continued on page 5) 

and Ron Hemesath on January 
3. 

 
Old Business: 
� The purchase of a Rodgers 

Organ will be recommended to 
the congregation at the budget 
meeting.  Ann made the motion 
and Claire seconded.  Carried. 

                      
New Business: 
� Beryl moved, seconded by 

Dawn, to appoint Don Larson 
to  the  Z ion  Endowed 
Benevolence Team for a three-
year term and to reappoint 
Linda Carlson for a three-year 
term.  Carried. 

 
The meeting adjourned with the 
Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Next meeting will be January 27, 
2009 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Claire Davis, Secretary 

 �������
        
The Countryside Youth are look-
ing for card tables to borrow for 
their Valentine’s Supper on Feb-
ruary 15.  If you have a table you 
would let them use for the eve-
ning, please call the church office 
352-3645.  Thank you. 
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                                                     December                Y.T.D. 
 
   ACTUAL INCOME                19,272.00             152,626.97 
 
   BUDGETED INCOME            13,920.00             167,040.00 
 
   ACTUAL EXPENSES            14,643.33             165,786.38 
 
   BUDGETED EXPENSES       13,837.07             167,040.00 
 
(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 

Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

Upcoming Events 
 
FEBRUARY 
 
  No Bible Briefing due to Pastor 

Jim’s surgery 
  5—Esther & Dorcas Circles 
            .............................9:00 a.m. 
        Bible Study. .. Marj Wahlgren 
         Hostesses ...... Colleen Palmer 
    —Martha Circle ........1:30 p.m. 
        Bible Study ....Frances Brown 
        Hostess ............. Mary Orness 
12—Project Day ............1:30 p.m. 
25—Bingo @ Gowrie Care 
        Center .....................2:30 p.m. 
         Ash Wednesday 

ZION 'S MISSION IS TO CARE BY:
  REACHING OUT TO OTHERS. 

      BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS IN A 
CHRIST-CENTERED  

             COMMUNITY . 
      EMPOWERING TO SERVE. 

ZION 'S VISION : 
CARING  FOR ALL  
GOD’S PEOPLE, 
ONE BY ONE 

 
Pastoral acts  
since our last 
newsletter: 

 
 
 
Baptisms: 
Addison MaryAnn Larson 
                                      01/04/2009 
 
Funerals: 
Eunice Liljegren           01/16/2009 
 
Weddings: 
Brandi Trupe/ 
Ronald Hemesath         01/03/2009 

       Our study on Daniel contin-
ues this month with the most 
well-known story of his encoun-
ter with the lions on their terri-
tory.  We will consider the con-
trast between Daniel, who de-
sires to remain faithful to God 
even in a pagan culture, and 
King Belshazzar.  We may also 
think about what we would be 
willing to endure in order to be 
faithful in prayer and in reading 
God’s Word when our faith is 
threatened.  Resource texts for 
this study are mainly in Daniel 5-
6.  All women of the church are 
invited to attend any of the cir-
cles to join in this study. 

       We could always use more 
helpers (women or men) on Pro-
ject Day with quilt tying.  No ex-
perience necessary! 
       Remember to bring items for 
the Health Kits to church this 
month and next. 
       Lent begins February 25 
with Ash Wednesday. We en-
courage all women to sign up to 
help with the soup suppers held 
at Zion during Lent. 
       World Day of Prayer is the 
first Friday in March.  Watch the 
Sunday bulletin for more details.  
We host the service this year. 
 

—Marjorie Wahlgren 
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The November 2008 Newsletter of  
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin Kananen,  
Missionaries in Tanzania since 1998. 

(Delayed due to internet problems.) 
 

Dearest friends, fellow Christians, and sharers of the 
Advent,  
        May we all, in this coming Advent season, be pil-
grims on a spiritual journey.  Stir up within us, O God, 
your Spirit of life and loving! 
        Last month’s worries about waters were pretty ac-
curate.  The District Council did cut us off, no water 
came through their system.  Finally, after 12 days 
without enough water to fill our toilet tank (although 
water did trickle in a couple of times at a rate of about 
one liter per minute), we were benevolently permitted 
to hook back up to our own water system.  Since our 
return in May, we’ve had no rains until very recently. 
Then we get too much, followed by a period of noth-
ing.  That’s life in Tanzania, I suppose.  
        October ended with a baptism (15) and confirma-
tion (12) service.  We had four people visiting that 
day, three of whom were ordained clergy:  they did the 
actual baptisms and confirmations while the Tanza-
nian pastor watched, able to observe that service 
which he has led so often but never witnessed because 
he has always been too busy.  I’m sure the visiting 
pastors assumed he had given them the task to honor 
them; I believe he was taking a pilgrim’s break. 
        We visited a place called the Plaster House, a 
halfway house of sorts for children who have had or-
thopedic surgery, been put in a cast which they may be 
wearing for six months, cannot go home yet and can-
not stay in the hospital.  We stopped by and witnessed 
a Maasai father coming to get his ‘cute-as-a-bug’s-ear’ 
daughter who had never walked.  She was born with 
her feet pointing almost backward.  The doctors broke 
both of her thigh bones above the knees and turned the 
legs around.  When the father came to get her, she re-
mained seated with thirty other patients and watched, 
and then when the director called her she came, mov-
ing like one walking on eggshells, trying to break 
nothing.  She walked!  She walked and we cried while 
her father’s eyes shone as he watched his daughter 
walk for the first time.  Sweet Jesus!  Life has tender 
moments, and that was one of the best. 

        It has been hot and dusty.  Last week as Jean and I 
drove to town, we saw the dust wave coming.  Imag-
ine a thousand foot high wave, yellowish-brown, com-
ing your way.  We couldn’t avoid it, but we slowed 
down.  At the moment we drove into it, we could not 
see the road, our front bumper was barely visible.  It 
was perhaps a mile or so deep, then the air cleared.  It 
was the front of the storm that brought the rains that 
brought the smiles to our area.  That night it rained, 
the following night it rained, and it’s still raining! 
Lovely.  Muddy, but lovely.  Temperatures dropped 
about 15 degrees and have stayed down in the lower 
70’s. 
        In September, the girls who will become Form 
One students in January come early for something 
called “Pre-Form One.”  This year we have Abby Bo-
wen Jorgenson, her husband Eric, and two daughters, 
Claire and Stellah, teaching them, and Katie Murchi-
son, a recent St. Olaf grad from Maryland.  Abby was 
one of the first two teachers when the Girls School 
was just beginning and she wanted her family to ex-
perience some of what has made her who she is today.  
In addition to orientation to MGLSS (meaning resi-
dential secondary school life) and such topics as hy-
giene, classroom discipline, worship, and work 
groups, these newest students are taught English, 
math, geography, and Kiswahili.  Evenings are spent 
in activities using English in dramas, campfires, read-
ing groups, and crafts.  Pray for Abby and Katie.  This 
is a most important time for the students, learning 
English across the curriculum.  Without good English 
skills, a student cannot succeed in the Tanzania educa-
tion system. 
        Jean has now begun the most interesting process 
of interviewing all 61 of them. She uses an older 
Maasai student or teacher to help in translation since 
many of them struggle with Kiswahili and even more 
with English.  Each girl is asked about her home situa-
tion, her faith ‘pilgrimage,’ whether she has been bap-
tized, what, if any, Christian influence has been in her 
life, if she is interested in beginning instruction to-
wards Christian baptism.  They have been immersed in 
the MGLSS Christian community now long enough 
for the Holy Spirit to work, stirring up within them a 
desire to know God.  Ah, it is Advent season!  

(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from page 2) 

Epiphany 

time of release came near:  “I’m 
going home today! Praise the 
Lord!” 
        I saw God in all those minister-
ing angels who showed me His lov-
ing care, including members of my 
own family who literally walked 
the halls with me, and to those not 
physically present but who sup-
ported me with their prayers.  I give 

thanks for all of them.  This was 
truly a special Epiphany season.  
 

—Marjorie Wahlgren  

(Continued from page 4) 

Missionaries 
 

        A final story, a sad one.  One 
day on campus, one of the new girls 
went berserk.  The local Lutheran 
church compassionately came and 
prayed for her, fearing a sort of de-
mon possession, but the prayers did 
not free her.  Their conclusion was 
that it was a medical issue; the doc-
tor agreed.  Sadly, resources here 
are very limited.  Less than a week 
after she arrived, the doctor heavily 
sedated her and we drove her to 
where we thought she lived.  The 
locals came out and thought we 
were delivering her dead body and 
began to wail.  But when they 
wailed, she woke up.  Her mother, 
however, was living in another 
boma (circle of huts) and so we 
drove her there, across the fields.  
The mother wasn’t there, either, so 
we drove her back the the family 
and neighbor group following.  
When we opened the door in the 
back to let her out, she had ripped 
off her shirt and was swinging a 
chain Marvin keeps in the car to se-
cure valuables.  Everyone jumped 
back.  Marvin stepped forward after 
the chain swung past him and 
grabbed it, then the women closed 
in and covered her.  After they led 
her away, they gave us tea, while 
the girl continued wailing.  It was a 
moment emotionally as far from the 
little girl at the plaster house walk-
ing as you can imagine.  
        We’re here as missionaries be-
cause you are there supporting us, 
praying for us.  Your presence in 
our lives means so very much to us. 
In this Advent season, let us pil-
grimage together. 
Love, 
Jean & Marvin,  
ELCA-GM missionaries in Tanza-
nia  

(Continued from page 1) 

Extend Your Discipleship 
·    Has any tax law changed 

which will have an impact on 
my planned disposition of 
property? 

 
       Your Will does not become 
f inal  unt i l  your  death or 
incompetency.  Changes in 
circumstances may require changes 
in your Will. 
 
Remember the Church in Your 
Will  
       As a Christian, you are the 
caretaker of the unique God-given 
gift of life.  You have rejoiced in 
your talents by being a lifelong 
steward.  The distribution of your 
estate is the last witness of your life.  
You can continue your Christian 
stewardship by providing for the 
work of the church in your Will 
 
We invite you to extend your 
discipleship in your Will through 
a generous legacy gift to our Zion 
Endowed Benevolence Fund. 

·    Residual or percentage 
bequests grant the residue 
(what’s left over), or a 
percentage of the residue, of 
your estate to the ZEB Fund 
after your specific bequests 
have been made; 

·    Specific or general bequests 

are used to leave a stated 
amount of cash, securities 
and/or other property; 

·    Contingent bequests provide 
an alternative beneficiary if 
one or more of your 
bequests cannot be fulfilled; 

·    Life income bequests 
provide a life income to 
someone close to you with 
the principal passing to the 
ZEB Fund after his/her 
lifetime; 

·    Combination bequests 
combine several of the gifts 
listed above. 

 
       If you already have a Will and 
wish to make a change, we strongly 
suggest consulting your attorney.  If 
you would like to include our ZEB 
Fund, you may also ask your 
attorney to write a codicil, which is 
a modification to an existing Will.  
This additional document is as legal 
and binding as the original Will and 
provides an easy and inexpensive 
way to revise and update your Will 
over time. 
       We urge you to include our 
Zion Endowed Benevolence Fund in 
your Will.  This will reinforce the 
values by which you have lived and 
extend your discipleship into the 
future — your legacy of helping 
people in need. 
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        First of all, since I didn’t get 
any information in for the January 
newsletter, I want to say thank you 
to everyone who helped me out in 
the month of December. The music 
turned out wonderfully. I am so 
blessed to have so many talented 
people to work with!  
 

SONSHINE BELLS 
 

        We are returning in February. 
Sorry for the layoff.  I’m anxious to 

get this group back together again. 
Hopefully, the weather will cooper-
ate.  Remember, if school gets out 
early, we will not have practice.  
        All rehearsals are right after 
school.  It would be great if every-
one could please be at the church no 
later than 4:00.  Earlier would be 
great as snack time can take a long 
time once in a while.  I think we’ll 
go back to one person bringing the 
snack and I’ll bring the drink. 
Feb.  4     Colleen—snack and drink 
       11         Hayley Jerome—snack 
        18         Meryl Moeller—snack 
       25            Myles Davis—snack 

 

MORNING GLORY BELLS 
 

        We will practice on the 1st and 

the 8th after church.  WE PLAY ON 
THE 15TH.  You will need to be at 
church by 9:10 to practice with the 
choir. 

 

VESPER RINGERS 
 

        We will  practice every 
Wednesday in February at 6:30. 
The 25th is Ash Wednesday so we 
will practice after the service if that 
works with everybody’s schedule. 
 

SR. CHOIR 
 

We will have rehearsal on the 15th 
and then sing in church. We will 
also sing on Ash Wed. for the ser-
vice.  You will need to be at church 
by 6:30 to warm up.  
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        People who must flee their homes quickly often do not have time to 
pack essential items.  A health kit can help refugees to maintain personal 
hygiene while living in exile.  Items also contribute to a new start for 
those who can return home. 
        Zion’s Women of the ELCA are currently collecting items to make 
health kits for Lutheran World Relief.  The following is a list of items 
needed to make one health kit: 

One hand towel, one washcloth, one bath-size bar of soap—any 
brand, one toothbrush, one comb—wide tooth preferred, one metal 
nail file or nail clippers with file attached, six Band-Aids, 
preferably 1/2” to 3/4” wide 

 
        Wrap items in the towel and tie securely with ribbon or yarn.  Place 
your contributions in the blue plastic container labeled “Lutheran World 
Relief” in the back of the church.  If you do not care to shop, monetary 
contributions are an option.  You can give them to Jean Larson, WELCA 
treasurer, or leave them in the church office.�  

 We received a Christmas letter 
from Kathryn Schifferdecker-
Steinke (one of our past interns) 
and her family.  If you would like to 
read it there is a copy on the table in 
the back of the church.  Included 
are pictures of her family. 

����������������������������������������� ���
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Zion’s Guiding Principles: 
1.   Jesus is Lord. 
2.   Each person is a child of God. 
3.   Everyone is welcome. 
4.   Love changes us. 
5.   Everyone has gifts to offer. 
6.   The world needs the vision we 

have to offer. 
7.   We exist to serve others. 
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      2              Everett & Joyce Hade 
      6                             Pam Kennell 
      7                            Davis Family 
    11                         Colleen palmer 
                                   Shelly Nelson 
    12              Ellis & Mary Harklau 

    14                      Danielle Peterson 
    15                        Hannah Carlson 
    19                             Andrea Kuhn 
    28                           Ashley Brown 
 
 

*Zion is in need of more members to sign up for 
“Missionary for a Day.”  All you need to do is sign your 
name next to a date on the Missionary Calendar in the 
library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount 
you wish to give. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  1                             Everett Hade 
  2                               Seth Jepsen 
                                Colton Kamp 
                                  Ruth Norine 
  3                          Bruce Johnson 
  4                        Paul Piltingsrud 
  6                             Pam Kennell 
                                   Kyle Kruse 
                              Lincoln Miller 
  7                              Sierra Clark 
                                Ellis Harklau 
                      Ramona Thompson 
  8                             Emma Davis 
                                Mitch Nordin 
11                           Shelly Nelson 
                                   Jon Telleen 
12                            David Fevold 
                             Colleen Palmer 
15                             Drake Baade 
                            Hannah Carlson 
                         Danielle Peterson 
                                 Drew Stanek 
                            Madelyn Stanek 

16                              Kris Carlson 
                                Bruce Towne  
17                              Dave Carlon 
18                       Corinne Jackson 
19                       Elizabeth Burger 
                                Andrea Kuhn 
20                             Dick Phillips 
21                       Kathy Mossberg 
22                    Adelynne Peterson 
24                     Irene Christianson 
                           Donita Johanson 
                                Julie Petersen 
25                           Mary Harklau 
                                 Kim Kennell 
                                   Jason Mohr 
26                                 Bev Buske 
                                   Jim Carlson 
                               Betty Peterson 
                      Amanda Thompson 
27                           Roy Anderson 
                                   Renae Lane 
28                           Ashley Brown 

 
GREETERS 

 
  1               Brad & Jennifer Lane 
                      Kyle & Sarah Kuhn 
  8                Brian & Jessica Lane 
                     Zach & Tracy Alphs 
15              Chris & Cindy Fevold 
                     Rollie & Pam Speck 
25                 Cooperative Council 
 
 

 
USHERS 

 
Dan Rasmussen 

Tim Olson 
Doug Bloomquist 

Jim Carlson 
Darrel Mischke 

Gabe Olson 
 

 
SCRIPTURE   
READERS 

 
 

   
  1  .......................... Jeff Petersen 
  8  .......................Rebecca Nellis 
15  .................. Michael Bessman 
22  ............ Cooperative Worship 
 

 
GOWRIE   

CARE 
CENTER  
HELPERS 

                                                     
  8 ........................Mary Orness &  
                          Margaret Telleen 
22 ................ John & Julia Fevold 
 

 
L ITURGICAL  DEACONS 

 
Kim Rolfes & Claire Davis 

FEBRUARY 
CHURCH DUTIES 
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M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

 FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


