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January 27, 2009 
 

P res en t : 
A n n 
A l b e r t , 
B e r y l 
Birkland, 

Claire Davis, Dawn Loseke, 
Colleen Palmer, and Jeff 
Petersen 
 
Jeff called the meeting to order. 
 
Claire led devotions titled 
“God’s Leaders Being Chosen”.  
 

Ann moved to accept the minutes 
from the last meeting. Dawn 
seconded. Carried. 
 
Beryl moved to accept the 
financial report and Claire 
seconded.  Carried. 
 
Team Reports: 
Faith Development Team: 
� Four Senior High Youth 

attended the Western Iowa 
Synod Senior High Youth 
Gathering on January 3 & 4. 

 
Church Property Team: 
� No Report. 

(Continued on page 2a) 

March 2009 

        Friday, March 6, 2009, the 
women of Papua New Guinea 
invite us to come with them to the 
Land Of The Unexpected; to come 
together with the confidence that 
In Christ There Are Many 
Members, Yet One Body.  The 
women of PNG ask us to unite as 
one in Christ as we join with them 
in celebrating a unity where love 
is  genuine,  where good 
overcomes evil and where we are 
of one heart and soul. 
        The 2009 service and 
offering grants will focus on 

indigenous women and children’s 
concerns as their communities 
struggle to maintain their history 
and culture in an ever-changing 
world. 
        This year’s World Day of 
Prayer service in Gowrie will be 
held on Friday, March 6, at Zion 
Lutheran Church beginning at 
9:30 a.m.  
Please join us 
for prayer, 
f o o d  & 
fellowship. 

Zion’s Church Staff 
  

James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor 
                                                  352-3932 
Rod Meyer ..............Pastoral Associate 
                                                  846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
                                                  352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist .................................  

Stephen Ministry Leader 
                                                  352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant 
                                                  352-3645 
Beth Miller ...........Financial Secretary 
                                                  879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ......................Treasurer 
                                                  352-3292 
Paul Johnson family ..........Custodians 
                                                  548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
                        Sr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  968-4342 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
                                                  352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office .........................ziongowr@wccta.net 

 
Stephen Ministry .........................................  

stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
Website Addresses 

ZION ...... www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 
 

COOPERATIVE ........................................ 
            www.countrysidecoop.org 

 

 
Zion’s Council 

Jeff Petersen ...................................... Chair 

Kim Rolfes .................................Vice-Chair 

Ann Albert                          Greg Anderson 

Beryl Birkland                         Claire Davis 

Dawn Loseke                      Colleen Palmer 
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(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 

Caring Team: 
� No Report 
 
Finance and Memorial Team: 
� The 2009 recommended 

budget was adopted at the 
Annual Budget Meeting on 
January 18. 

 
Long Range Planning Team: 
� No Report. 
 
Endowed Benevolence Team: 
� No Report. 
 
Stewardship Team:  
� No Report. 
 
Worship Team: 
� Countryside Ministry joint 

worship service will be 
February 22. 

� Ash Wednesday will be 
February 25 at Zion.  This 
will be a joint service with the 
Methodists. 

� Midweek Lent services will 
begin March 4 at UMC. 

� Easter will be April 12. 
 
Staff Report: 
� A funeral service was 

conducted for  Eunice 
Liljigren on January 16. 

� A wedding was conducted for 
Brandi Trupe and Ron 
Hemesath on January 3. 

� Pastor Jim had a cervical 
laminectomy.  Will hopefully 
be back to work in two 
weeks. 

�  Cheryl will be on vacation 
February 2-6.  Jennifer 
Carlson will be covering for 
her while she is away. 

 
 

         Former Zion Intern, Jennifer 
Ginn, informed us this past month 
that she has accepted a new call at 
Cross & Crown in Matthews, NC.  
She will begin her work on April 20 
and has tentatively set May 3 as her 
installation date.  Please include 
Jennifer in your prayers as she be-
gins her new ministry.  

Old Business: 
� Organ committee will set a date 

for an informational meeting 
for the congregation. 

                      
New Business: 
� Beryl moved to authorize 

Cheryl Rasmussen and Terry 
Mentzer as signatories on all 
Zion’s bank accounts with the 
exception of the youth account, 
women’s account, and men in 
mission account.  Ann 
seconded.  Carried. 

 
The meeting adjourned with the 
Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Next meeting will be February 24, 
2009 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Claire Davis, Secretary 

  
       On Sunday, March 15 after 
worship we want everyone to 
please stay and discuss the future 
of our organ.  The CONGREGA-
TION is the one who needs to de-
cide if we are going to take action 
or not.  This decision needs to be 
made first. Once this is decided, 
then we can progress to the next 
step. 
       Please contribute your opin-
ions at this meeting.  It is so cru-
cial that all of you contribute to 
this huge decision.  Thank you 
and please pray about this before 
the meeting on March 15.  
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by A. E. Housman 

 
'Tis spring; come out to ramble  

The hilly brakes around,  
For under thorn and bramble  

About the hollow ground  
The primroses are found. 

  
And there's the windflower chilly 

With all the winds at play,  
And there's the Lenten lily  
That has not long to stay  
And dies on Easter day. 

 
And since till girls go Maying  

You find the primrose still,  
And find the windflower playing 

With every wind at will,  
But not the daffodil, 

 
Bring baskets now, and sally  

Upon the spring's array,  
And bear from hill and valley  

The daffodil away  
That dies on Easter day.  
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                                                     January                   Y.T.D. 
 
   ACTUAL INCOME                13,179.46               13,179.46 
 
   BUDGETED INCOME            13,920.00               13,920.00 
 
   ACTUAL EXPENSES            13,503.66               13,503.66 
 
   BUDGETED EXPENSES       12,587.10               12,587.10 
 
(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 

Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

            Remember soup suppers 
and Lenten services this month on 
Wednesday nights.  We host the 
suppers on March 11 and 25.  All 
women are encouraged to help 
with these meals by providing 
soup and bars or cookies and help-
ing with serving and with clean-
up.  Suppers start at 6:00 p.m.  
Please have your soup and bars to 
the church no later than 5:30 p.m. 
             

ZION 'S MISSION IS TO CARE BY:
  REACHING OUT TO OTHERS. 

      BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS IN A 
CHRIST-CENTERED  

             COMMUNITY . 
      EMPOWERING TO SERVE. 

ZION 'S VISION : 
CARING  FOR ALL  
GOD’S PEOPLE, 
ONE BY ONE 

 
Pastoral acts  
since our last 
newsletter: 

 
 
 
 
Funerals: 
Donald Schill               01/28/2009 
Ann Van Hoff              02/20/2009 

       In addition to our regular cir-
cle Bible studies on Esther this 
month, all women (and men) are 
invited to join us for the World 
Day of Prayer service on Friday, 
March 6 at 9:30 a.m. in the 
church basement.  The program 
for this year was prepared by the 
women of churches in Papua, 
New Guinea, a land of many lan-
guages, cultures and traditions.  
The theme is In Christ there are 
many members, yet one body. 
They invite us to celebrate our 
unity in Christ to overcome evil 
with good. 
 

—Marjorie Wahlgren 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
MARCH 
 
  3—Bible Briefing .... 10:00 a.m. 
   5—Esther & Dorcas Circles 
            .......................... 9:00 a.m. 
        Bible Study .........................  

    ........... Phyllis Rasmussen 
         Hostesses ......Pauline Olson 
    —Martha Circle ..... 1:30 p.m. 
        Bible Study .........................  

    ................ Dorothy Carlon 
        Hostess ......Pauline Carlson 
12—Project Day ......... 1:30 p.m. 
25—Birthdays at Gowrie Care 
        Center .................. 2:30 p.m. 
             .................... Esther Circle 
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Zion’s Guiding Principles: 
1.   Jesus is Lord. 
2.   Each person is a child of God. 
3.   Everyone is welcome. 
4.   Love changes us. 
5.   Everyone has gifts to offer. 
6.   The world needs the vision we 

have to offer. 
7.   We exist to serve others. 
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The February 2009 Newsletter of  
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin Kananen,  
Missionaries in Tanzania since 1998. 

(Delayed due to internet problems.) 
 

Dear friends,  
I       know many of you are glad when January and 
February end, as we often are.  Usually we’re looking 
for the cooler temperatures that come in March and 
April whereas you desire warmth. 
        Marvin speaking first. One of the things I am so 
proud of about teaching at Maasae Girls Lutheran Sec-
ondary School (MGLSS) is that we probably take in 
the lowest level of English speakers of any school in 
the country.  Truly, we take students who know little 
English and I, vain English teacher that I am, would 
proudly say that by Form Four, four years later, we 
were in the 80th percentile in the nation.  But, this year, 
our Form Two students, after only two years here, 
scored in the 87th percentile.  I read those numbers and 
had a one person party, complete with tears of joy.  
Two of our university graduates, Selina and Selina, 
have been their teachers. It makes me want to fill our 
school with MGLSS graduates as the teachers.  
        Two other scores I will mention. Only 18 schools 
in the region offer Nutrition (Home Ec.), of whom we 
were first, number one! We have always put an em-
phasis on this program because our students, coming 
from the bush often have no idea of the importance of 
a balanced diet. Even as I type this, the school is work-
ing on building the new Nutrition Classroom. The 
other score I tell you about is much less good news 
story than a horror story.  Math: Our students averaged 
only 11% on their math test. That’s sad, but here 
comes the ‘horror’ part.  At 11%, we ranked in the 45th 
percentile. (Form Four due out later), on the Form 
Four exam if you fail math (minimal score: 35%), no 
matter how many As and Bs you get, you are ranked a 
Division III. Ridiculous, that’s the word I’m trying not 
to use.  I have a few others I will not share with you.  
        Regionally, our school ranked in the top third, the 
best showing ever.  
        That’s really too much talking about our school 
and not enough of the work of being missionaries, but 
that is our work, joy, love, passion, focus, and respon-
sibility.  Sorry.  In February our Form Six students 

take their national exams.  Then they leave us.  Please 
pray for good results and admission into university 
programs, etc. 
        Jean turns 65 in February with this announce-
ment: Sixty-Five is not old. That’s only a number and 
we have work to do. 
        Water: on the morning of January 5th we got some 
water, but not enough for a shower.  Also on January 
24th (but not enough for a shower) and on the 25th we 
got water (enough for a shower!).   Finally, on the 26th, 
27th, and 30th we got water but not enough for a 
shower. If you have missionaries in your neighbor-
hood, be sure you live up-wind of them. The issue is-
n’t water availability, it’s politics; politics is some-
thing we cannot, dare not, and should not become in-
volved in.  But do be aware that this is not an impossi-
ble situation, only inconvenient and we are able to 
work around the issue, thanks in a large part to the 
ELCA providing us with a vehicle which enables us to 
drive to water rather than endure the fate of our 
neighbors who carry water buckets home on their 
heads.  However, there are moments when it is more 
than inconvenient.  On 1 February, we got good water 
at 8 a.m., fifteen minutes after the electricity went off. 
Jean opted for a kettle bath. I waited.  At 9:05, Jean at 
the chapel and I ready (and a bit late) for worship, the 
power came on.  Was there still water? Yes! On went 
the Steamie, the hot water shower head, in I leaped, 
and as I was one step in when the water died. When 
things like this happen, you stand there looking for vo-
cabulary words, looking for meaning, and find only 
irony. I waited, the water never came back . We got 
our toilet tank filled twice that morning (so it was a 
good day), and I got my belly wet with warm water 
(questionable) but not my backside. And so I did the 
great missionary revenge technique:  I pouted all the 
way through the service.  Showed them, didn’t I!!!  
        But, on 5 February, we got water.  It trickled in 
from the village of Monduli, this was the water they 
promised us.  Literally, it trickled in, for about an 
hour.  But this isn’t just water, it’s water with texture 
(slimy) and flavor (mostly salt, a few others flavors 
and scents).  What more could we ask for?  The teach-
ers, rightfully so, find this water undrinkable.  And we 
fear that they think this is their final solution, to give 

(Continued on page 5) 
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       The youth group will be serv-
ing Easter Breakfast following the 
Easter Sunrise service.  Please join 
us for egg casserole, fruit, juice and 
coffee.  A freewill offering will be 
taken.  Proceeds will benefit the 
youth attending the National Youth 
Gathering in 2009 and other youth 
events.  Matching funds will be pro-
vided by Thrivent Financial for Lu-
therans. 

         We will be Spring cleaning our 
church on Saturday, March 21 start-
ing at 9:00 a.m.  The rafters will be 
cleaned Tuesday, March 17 at 6:30 
p.m.  Please plan to come and help 
beautify our church.  Many hands 
make the work much quicker and 
easier.  If you have any questions, 
please call the church office or see 
Paul Johnson or Greg Carlson. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Missionary News 
our better water away to others and 
give us bilge water.  
       On February 8th, after 2 days 
away in Karatu in a little lodge just 
before the Ngorongoro Crater where 
Jean and I spent the weekend (a pool 
for Jean, a desk for me) we went to 
the Snake Park at Mesirani and had 
a Jean-arranged Surprise 65th birth-
day party for her and 40-some oth-
ers. 
       We close this newsletter with 
another fervent plea to share in the 
work here through an OBA scholar-
ship for one of our new Form Ones. 
Contact: Operation Bootstrap Africa 
at 612-871-4980 or bootstrapd@aol.
com or deanamilleroba@aol.com . 
It’s $800 for a whole scholarship 
and $400 for a half. Eighteen (18) of 
these little ones will begin instruc-
tion for Christian baptism this week 

and 17 more will join them for Con-
firmation instruction.  That’s 35 out 
of the 60 who will also be getting to 
know Jesus better and God’s call on 
their lives as well as biology and 
history!  That’s why we came . . . 
what a privilege! 
       The death of Jesus set us free, 
but the life of Jesus ought to guide 
us.  Sit at the lower seat, love one 
another, serve God, and pray. 
 
Love, now and forever,  
Jean Wahlstrom and Marvin 
Kananen  
ELCA – GM missionaries, now in 
their second decade of serving in 
Tanzania and their second millen-
nium. 

 

If you would like to give an Easter lily 
or a memorial gift in memory of loved 
ones, a family member or a friend, 
please use the form below.  This may 
be put in the Sunday offering plate or 
brought to the church office.  These 

designated gifts need to be in the office by April 1, 2009 to have them 
listed in the special Easter memorial bulletin insert. 
 
Easter Lily given by: 
 
 
In Loving Memory of: 
 
 
Memorial Gift given in Memory of: 
 
 
Given by: 
 
 
Special Gift Designated for: 

Easter Lilies & Memorials��
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Recent acquisi-
tions for our li-
brary include the 
following: 
 
 
 

Biography: 
Father and Son Finding Freedom 

by Walter Wangerin and  
Matthew Wangerin 

 
Fiction:  
Ladies of Liberty 
“A Lady of Hidden Intent” 

by Tracie Peterson 
 
        During Lent we encourage 
you to read and share with a friend 
or family member some of your 
favorite scripture passages that 
have special meaning in your life.  
See the article in the Jan. ‘09 issue 

of The Lutheran magazine on 
pages 38-39, particularly the side 
column “The Texts of Your Life” 
for helpful suggestions.  You may 
want to include a special hymn or 
two as well. 
       Other books for Lent and 
Easter are also found in the Devo-
tion Section or Bible Study Helps 
Section in the Zion Library.  There 
are also several in the Sunday 
School Library as well. 
 

—Marjorie Wahlgren, 
Librarian 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SONSHINE BELLS 

 
 Rehearsals are going very well.  
The layoff didn’t hurt them as much 
as I thought it would.  We are work-
ing on songs so we can go out to 
play at the care center again this 
spring. 
 
Mar. 4 ....................Roslyn— snack 
       11 ...................................... OFF 
       18 ........................ Allie—snack 
       25 ....................Colleen—snack 
IF THEY HAVE “AMAZING 

GRACE” READY TO PLAY, 
THEY WILL BE PLAYING FOR 
THE WEDNESDAY NIGHT SER-
VICE AT ZION THAT NIGHT – 
7:00 P.M. I’LL LET YOU KNOW 
AS IT GETS CLOSER. 
 
 
 

MORNING GLORY BELLS 
 

March 1 ..........practice after church 
            8 ..........practice after church 
          15 ................ NO PRACTICE  
               ..........as there is a meeting 
          22 ..........practice after church 
          29 ..........practice after church 
 
Thanks for your playing.  Job well 
done! 

 

VESPER RINGERS 
 

March    4 ............. NO PRACTICE 
             11 ............. practice AFTER  
                            the Lenten service 
             18 ............. practice AFTER  
                            the Lenten service 
             25 ............. practice AFTER  
                            the Lenten service 
             29 ...... PLAY IN CHURCH 
 
Thanks for all of your hard 
work!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 

SR. CHOIR 
 

Thanks for a great job done in Feb-
ruary. We will practice on Sunday, 
March 15 and then sing in church.  
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         We’ve been talking for some 
time now about getting families to-
gether again.  So, after a group dis-
cussion about how their families 
love to play games, we decided to 
give it a shot on SUNDAY, 
MARCH 22 to have a game night! 
Bring your favorite games, bever-
ages, and snacks.  We will meet at 
the church around 4:00 to begin the 
activities and then order pizza (with 
everyone contributing to the cost) 
for our supper.  You can come 
when you like and 
leave when you 
need to. So bring 
your game face 
on!  See you for 
some fun March 
22, 4:00 p.m. 

����������������������������������������� ���
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    13                                  Jill White 
    20                              Bob Gordon 
    25                             Kim Kennell 

    26                       Margaret Telleen 
    28                           Ashley Brown 

*Zion is in need of more members to sign up for 
“Missionary for a Day.”  All you need to do is sign your 
name next to a date on the Missionary Calendar in the 
library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount 
you wish to give. 

  1                           Linda Carlson 
  2                         Lonnie Carlson 
                                 Mary Larson 
                        Brynna Thompson 
  3                               Beth Miller 
  5                            Stacy Suchan 
  7                      Arlene Anderson 
                                  Alex Burger 
                                   Jacob Field 
                                 Noah Jepsen 
  8               Benjamen Thompson 
  9                         Grant Farnham 
10                     Michael Bessman 
                                   Don Bethel 
                                Dave Hoover 
                                Stacie Nordin 
                                Don Redman 
11                          Shelby Fevold 
                            Dennis Peterson 
                              Haylee Welter 
12                        Christi  Carlson 
13                           Ellie Carstens 
                                      Jill White 
16                             Rick Carlson 
                                      Dean Erb 
                                Doris Nelson 
17                          Oda Anderson 
18                        Wyatt Bingham 

                                Gayle Rabbitt 
19                               Joel Fevold 
20                          Beryl Birkland 
                                  Alan Burger 
                              Karen Monson 
21                           Chris Breeden 
                       Kailey MacDonald 
                                    Jeff Stanek 
22                         Dennis Barnum 
                               Marty Carlson 
                                   Paul Fevold 
                                  Dan Hansen 
23                                 Brad Lane 
24                            Justin Loseke 
                              Annette Zinnel 
25                            Matt Johnson 
                                 Donna Mohr 
26                      Margaret Telleen 
27                         Marcus Urelius 
28                            Alyssa Speck 
                                  Chloe Speck 
29                           Breyton Cline 
                                  Julie Rabbitt 
30                      Marilyn Birkland 
                             Molly Peterson 
31                             Abby Larson 
                                Tom Petersen 
                                 Gene Thoma 

GREETERS 
 
  1                 Rollie & Pam Speck 
                           Linda Carlson &  

Paulyne Anderson 
  8                David & Kim Rolfes 
           Dale & Dorothy Anderson 
15              Steve & Kris Cathcart 
              Willis & Sharon Carlson 
22               Tanner & Jen Carlson 
            Dan & Cheryl Rasmussen 
29         Todd & Tiffany Bingham 
                         Jeff & Ann Kruse 

 
USHERS 

 
Nik Telleen 
Gary Kuhn 

Todd Anderson 
Bret Carlson 

Trent Farnham 
Michael Bessman 

 
SCRIPTURE   
READERS 

 
 

   
  1  ..........................Paul Johnson 
  8  ....................... Sharon Fevold 
15  ............. Ruth Elaine Sandeen 
22  ...........................Janet Carlon 
29  ......................... Kris Cathcart 

 
GOWRIE   

CARE 
CENTER  
HELPERS 

                                                     
  8 .......Don & Phyllis Rasmussen 
22 ..............Mary & Ellis Harklau 
 

 
L ITURGICAL  DEACONS 

 
Kim Rolfes & Claire Davis 

MARCH 
CHURCH DUTIES 
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M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

 MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


