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Zion Lutheran Church Council 
Minutes 

February 24, 2009 
 

P res en t : 
A n n 
A l b e r t , 
B e r y l 
Birkland, 

Dawn Loseke, Colleen Palmer, 
Jeff Petersen and Pastor Jim. 
 
Jeff called the meeting to order. 
  
Pastor Jim led us in devotions 
based on the Transfiguration 
scripture.  The reading was 
entitled “Daring Boldness” 
 

 Ann moved to accept the 
previous meeting’s minutes.  
Dawn seconded.  Carried. 
  
We talked at some length about 
how to erase the kitchen debt.  
We all need to think of some 
ideas to bring up at the March 
meeting.  Beryl moved to accept 
the financial report.  Ann 
seconded.  Carried. 
 
Team Reports: 
Faith Development Team: 
� A Valentine’s Day Dinner 

was held as a fundraiser for 
the senior high youth 
ministry. 

(Continued on page 2a) 

April 2009 

ZION ENDOWED 
BENEVOLENCE PROGRAM 
 

OUR VISION :  
CARING  FOR ALL  GOD’S 

PEOPLE, 
ONE BY ONE. 

 
 The “Good Samaritan” provides 
us with a powerful example of 
what Jesus intends when he 
commands us to “...love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  (Matthew 
22:39)  Jesus’ command is 
embodied in the care the “Good 

Samaritan” provides the injured 
man.  The Samaritan washes and 
bandages the injured man’s 
wounds, carries him to an inn, 
and provides for his care until he 
is well – all at great risk and 
considerable cost to himself.  The 
s t o r y  e n d s  w i t h  J e s u s 
commanding his listeners to “Go 
and do likewise.”  (Luke 10:37) 
 
 The Zion Endowed Benevolence 
Fund is one of the ways we are 
responding to Jesus’ command to 

(Continued on page 5) 

Zion’s Church Staff 
  

James Davis ..... Administrative Pastor 
                                                  352-3932 
Rod Meyer ..............Pastoral Associate 
                                                  846-6277 
Don Wahlgren .......... Visitation Pastor 
                                                  352-5245 
Cindy Youngquist .................................  

Stephen Ministry Leader 
                                                  352-3612 
Cheryl Rasmussen ...Admin. Assistant 
                                                  352-3645 
Beth Miller ...........Financial Secretary 
                                                  879-2410 
Terry Mentzer ......................Treasurer 
                                                  352-3292 
Paul Johnson family ..........Custodians 
                                                  548-3425 
Nick & Lindy Lehman .........................  
                        Sr. High Youth Leaders 
                                                  968-4342 
Colleen Palmer ............ Music Director 
                                                  352-3598 
 

E-mail Addresses 
Office .........................ziongowr@wccta.net 

 
Stephen Ministry .........................................  

stephencoop@hotmail.com 

 
Website Addresses 

ZION ...... www.countrysidecoop.org/zion 
 

COOPERATIVE ........................................ 
            www.countrysidecoop.org 

 

 
Zion’s Council 

Jeff Petersen ...................................... Chair 

Kim Rolfes .................................Vice-Chair 

Ann Albert                          Greg Anderson 

Beryl Birkland                         Claire Davis 

Dawn Loseke                      Colleen Palmer 
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(Continued from page 1b) 

Council Minutes 

Church Property Team: 
The furnaces are fixed in the 
sanctuary.  They are waiting for a 
part for the furnace in the 
overflow room yet. 
 
Caring Team: 
� No Report 
 
Finance and Memorial Team: 
� No Report 
 
Long Range Planning Team: 
� No Report. 
 
Endowed Benevolence Team: 
� No Report. 
 
Stewardship Team:  
� No Report. 
 
Worship Team: 
� The Countryside Ministry 

joint worship service was 
held February 22 with good 

attendance. 
� Ash Wednesday will be 

February 25 at Zion.  This 
will be a joint service with the 
Methodists.  Soup supper 
starts at 6:00. 

� Midweek Lent services will 
begin on March 4 at UMC 
alternating every other week. 

� During Lent we will be using 
a form of Taiz�  for the 
Sunday worship services. 

� Easter is on April 12 
 
Staff Report: 
� Funeral  services were 

conducted for Donald Schill 
and Ann VanHoff. 

 
Old Business: 
� A meeting is scheduled for 

March 15 after the worship 
service for the congregation 
to decide the steps to take 

 
 
The youth group will be serving 
Easter Breakfast following the 
Easter Sunrise service.  Please join 
us for egg casserole, fruit, juice and 
coffee.  A freewill offering will be 
taken.  Proceeds will benefit the 
youth attending the National Youth 
Gathering in 2009 and other youth 
events.  Matching funds will be pro-
vided by Thrivent Financial for Lu-
therans. 

regarding the organ. 
New Business: 
� A note from the bank came due 

for the kitchen fund.  Beryl 
moved to renew the note.  Ann 
seconded.  Carried. 

� Darian, Holly and Daynen 
Shirbroun have requested their 
membership be transferred to 
Bethesda Lutheran Church in 
Ames.  Dawn made the motion 
to accept the transfer.  Colleen 
seconded.  Carried. 

 
The meeting adjourned with the 
Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Next meeting will be March 31, 
2009 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Colleen Palmer, 
Secretary Pro-tem  
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                                                     February                 Y.T.D. 
 
   ACTUAL INCOME                13,707.60               26,887.06 
 
   BUDGETED INCOME            14,076.83               27,996.83 
 
   ACTUAL EXPENSES            13,352.19               26,855.85 
 
   BUDGETED EXPENSES       12,826.84               25,514.03 
 
(The entire line item reports are posted on the bulletin board by 

Pastor Jim’s office.  Please take a moment to look at them.)  

APRIL 
 
  2—Dorcas Circle ........9:00 a.m. 
         Bible Study ...........................   
          ............... Bertha Youngquist 
         Hostesses ....... Ruth Sandeen 
    —Esther Circle .........9:00 a.m. 
         Bible Study ......Gene Thoma 
         Hostess .......... Sandy Thoma 
    —Martha Circle ...... 1:30 p.m. 
         Bible Study ......Mary Orness 
         Hostess ............... Mary Lind 
  9—Project Day .......... 1:30 p.m. 
         (Our last one before quilts & 
         kits are sent.  Please come & 
         help tie them.) 
19—Chris Cakes Pancake Lunch
          ......... 11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
          ................ Free will offering. 
22—Spring Cluster Meeting at 
         Faith, Harcourt .. 1:30 p.m. 
25—Pack & Send Quilts,  School 
         & Health Kits. 
 
(Note:  Guest Day is changed to 
June.) 

ZION 'S MISSION IS TO CARE BY:
  REACHING OUT TO OTHERS. 

      BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS IN A 
CHRIST-CENTERED  

             COMMUNITY . 
      EMPOWERING TO SERVE. 

ZION 'S VISION : 
CARING  FOR ALL  
GOD’S PEOPLE, 
ONE BY ONE 

 
Pastoral acts  
since our last 
newsletter: 

 
 
Weddings: 
Brittney Peterson/ 
Seth Fevold                  03/28/2009 
 
Funerals: 
Dora Wiklander            03/24/2009 
 
Baptisms: 
Kayla Kristine Field     03/29/2009 

       As you enjoy the beauty and 
fragrance of the Easter lilies this 
month, consider also the signifi-
cance of water lilies.  This has 
been an important symbol to 
Women of the ELCA for several 
years as it reminds us of our bap-
tism and new life in Christ.  Have 
you read the short article in the 
March issue of Lutheran Woman 
Today about them?  Phyllis Ham-
burg tells of her experience in 
“Consider the Lilies” where she 
learned they are very strong and 
well anchored. 
       She states, “When rough wa-
ters come as when there is a 
storm, they go under, but quickly 
float up to the surface of the wa-

ter again.  It reminds me of a per-
son of strong faith in God who 
has the ability to bounce back 
when hardships come along.  
They are not as delicate as they 
appear to be.”  She concludes 
with the thought that the water 
lily is also a good symbol of 
strong faith.  May our faith in 
Christ grow and bloom in this 
Easter season. 
 

—Marjorie Wahlgren 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
MARCH 
  31—Bible Briefing .. 10:00 a.m. 
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Zion’s Guiding Principles: 
1.   Jesus is Lord. 
2.   Each person is a child of God. 
3.   Everyone is welcome. 
4.   Love changes us. 
5.   Everyone has gifts to offer. 
6.   The world needs the vision we 

have to offer. 
7.   We exist to serve others. 
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" Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 
I took the one less traveled by,  

And that has made all the difference." 
 

— "The Road Not Taken" by Robert Frost 
 
by Gerrie W. Blackwelder 
 
For The Salisbury Post 
 
According to literature's most recognized metaphor, 
we all take paths to find our way in the world. 
 
But for pastors, the path is often filled with twists and 
turns that call out for exploration.  The Rev. Jennifer 
Ginn, who has accepted just such a call to minister at 
Cross and Crown Lutheran in Matthews, will leave St. 
John's Lutheran Church on Sunday and seek a new di-
rection. 
 
Ginn has served St. John's for more than eight years 
and is known for an open heart and an open invitation 
to become involved in church life. 
 
Ginn will be remembered as one who helped people 
get in touch with their baptismal identity and encour-
aged congregants to use the various gifts that God 
gave them to connect with others. 
 
According to one congregant, "She always took the 
time to listen and connect with members of the con-
gregation." 
 
An innovator, Ginn initiated small groups on campus 
to stimulate the Christian conversation.  The Barnabas 
Connection, a favorite of Ginn's, is an art outreach to 
stimulate learning and open expression among at-risk 
children.  Sessions run during the school year as well 
as during the summer months and participants span the 
ages of 6-16.  The program has been successful in 
reaching out to children to provide an avenue of con-
versation about art, but more importantly, opening the 
door to Christ's presence. 
 
Another of Ginn's small group programs that has had 
much success is a British program developed by Nicky 
Gumbel of The Church of England.  Each session 

bonded partici-
pants through a 
shared meal and 
sealed a deepen-
ing relationship 
through develop-
ing questions 
about the faith. 
 
Other innova-
t i o n s  G i n n 
brought to the 
congregation in-
clude the bi-weekly reading group, weekly prayer 
group, Finding Your Spiritual GPS, which is a leader-
ship program to build church strength, and the Story 
Tellers, a presentation group who brought the words of 
the gospel to life. 
 
Active member Julie Carr will remember Ginn as "a 
gentle, loving and wise spiritual leader.  She gave of 
her time and talents selflessly over the last 8 years." 
 
Carr, who most often attends the Center Celebration 
service, a contemporary worship service that puts God 
at the center of congregants’ lives, believes that Ginn 
will be long remembered " . . . for the way she deliv-
ered the Gospel through story telling.  That is truly a 
gift from God!" 
 
Ginn often memorized the weekly gospel passages and 
recited them from the sanctuary before sermons. 
 
Good friend Camille Butner feels that Ginn's " . . . 
contributions to St. John's were her gifts of pastoral 
care for her congregation, her ability to preach and 
bring the scripture to life. 
 
"I will remember Jennifer as an amazingly godly per-
son.  She is by far the most humble person I have ever 
met and I have had the privilege of seeing Jesus in her 
caring and preaching ministry many times.  She will 
be greatly missed." 
 
Ginn is thankful for the privilege of sharing the mys-
tery of Holy Communion with St. John's congregants. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from page 4) 

Intern 
 

Tears often accompany the experi-
ence of breaking the bread of life, 
she said, and it is a faith act.  Rich 
memories from her first pastoral 
call also include the precious mo-
ments of closeness with families at 
their bedsides in nursing homes and 
hospitals.  Families drawn close by 
illness or death put unusual trust in 
a pastor and Ginn will always re-
spect and cherish those moments of 
closeness. 
 
Another memory that will not soon 
fade for Ginn is the warmth shared 
by congregants as they leave a ser-
mon and whisper, "that one was for 
me; it was one I needed to hear." 
 
Ginn feels that if the sermon 
touches a listener, " . . . it is God 
working in me, not my own 
power." 
 
She also carries to her new church 
the memory of St. John's members 
having an "a-ha!" moment of dis-
covery that excites learners who 
have a breakthrough in understand-
ing. 
 
Though Ginn hopes to be remem-
bered " . . . as a pastor who encour-
aged conversation and questions on 
issues of faith and as a good 
preacher, . . ." Butner will hold 
memories of Ginn close for " . . . 
her ability to encourage and accept 
each of us in our Jesus walk." 
 
Gerrie Blackwelder is a member of 
St. John's Lutheran Church.  
 

Reprinted with permission from 
www.salisburypost.com 

March 14, 2009 

 (Continued from page 1) 

ZEB Program 
 

“Go and do likewise.”  The income 
generated through the Fund enables 
us to extend and enrich the kingdom 
of God by witnessing in word and 
deed to people in need both directly 
and through organizations. 

·     Imagine children with 
limited financial resources 
being able to attend Bible 
camp.  

·     Imagine an  out reach 
program through which 
elderly are contacted daily 
by phone and weekly in 
person.  

·     I m a g i n e  p r o v i d i n g 
scholarships for seminary 
students that will enable 
them to consider ministry in 
rural areas.  

·     I m a g i n e  p r i s o n e r s 
experiencing the forgiveness 
of Christ and hope for the 
future.   

·     Imagine hungry people in 
underdeveloped nations 
rece i v i n g  s eeds  and 
livestock that promise a 
future free from hunger.   

·     Imagine the many ways we 
can respond to Jesus’ 
command by caring for 
others. 

 
 These are just a few of the ways we 
will respond to Jesus’ command to 
“Go and do likewise.”  We invite 
you to imagine even more ways that 
we can “Care for All God’s People, 
One by One.” 
 
 This year the Zion Endowed 
Benevolence Program will be 
distributing $15,000 that will be 
used to extend and enrich the 
kingdom of God by witnessing in 
word and deed to people in need. 

We invite you to be involved in that 
process.  Here are some of the ways 
you can be involved: 

·     Pray for the Zion Endowed 
Benevolence that it might be 
a tool that effectively 
extends and enriches the 
kingdom of God. 

·     Share your excitement about 
t h e  Z i o n  E n d o w e d 
Benevolence Program with 
others in order that they 
might catch the vision. 

·     Generously support the Zion 
Endowed Benevolence 
Program with your current 
gifts and planned future 
gifts, so that we can grow in 
our ability to “Care for All 
God’s People, One by One.” 

·     Imagine ways that we can 
use the funds to love our 
neighbors. 

·     Request grants for specific 
i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d / o r 
organizations who could 
benefit from the Zion 
Endowed Benevolence 
Program 

 
 If you would like to apply for a 
grant from the Zion Endowed 
Benevolence Program for an 
individual or organization, or if you 
would like more information about 
the Zion Endowed Benevolence 
Program, please contact the church 
office at 352-3645. 
 
 Applications must be received by 
April 3.  Grant awards will be 
announced April 12. 
 
 Please join us in “Caring for All 
God’s People, One by One.” 



6 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 
New books re-
cently purchased 
include the fol-
lowing: 
 
 
 

CHURCH  L IBRARY  
 
Fiction:  
Indiana Cousins—Book 1 
A Cousin’s Promise 

by Wanda Brunstetter 
 

A Song I Knew by Heart 
by Bret Lott 

A contemporary story of a Ruth 
and Naomi in a modern setting. 

 
Inspiration:  
The Crown and the Fire 

by N. T. Wright 
Meditations on the Cross and the 

Life of the Spirit. (First seven 
meditations are particularly for the 
Lenten season.) 
 
 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  L IBRARY  
 

 
Men and Women of the Bible se-
ries: 
Peter—the Fisher of Men 

by Anne de Graaf 
 

       We also have several books 
for children for Easter.  Remember 
the Easter season lasts more than 
one Sunday or a week.  It contin-
ues until Pentecost (50 days).  Sun-
day School teachers are encour-
aged to explore this library as well 
as parents and children. 
 

—Marjorie Wahlgren, 
Librarian 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SPRING!  What a great sound that 
brings!  Along with Easter being 
this month, what a wonderful 
month April will be!  Rejoice in the 
risen Lord!  AMEN! 

 
 

SONSHINE BELLS 
 

We’ve had some great practices. 
They are a good group to work 
with.  
 
Apr. 1 ....................Hayley— snack 

         8 .......................Meryl—snack 
       15 ...................... Myles—snack 
       22 .....................Roslyn—snack 
       29 ........................ Allie—snack 
I’m going to see about playing at 
the Care Center in May. 
 

MORNING GLORY BELLS 
 

We will practice on the 5th after 
church, and then you will play dur-
ing communion at the second ser-
vice on Easter Sunday the 12th.  Af-
ter that, you will be done for the 
year as it gets too busy with the 
high school kids.  You’ve done 
great this year!  Thanks for all your 
hard work!!!!!!!  See you in the fall. 
 

 

VESPER RINGERS 
 

April      1 ................................ OFF 
               8 ...........practice 6:30 p.m. 
             15 ...........practice 6:30 p.m. 
             22 ...........practice 6:30 p.m. 
             29 ...........practice 6:30 p.m. 
 
You will be playing on Sunday, 
May 3.  That will be your final time 
for the year.  Thanks for all the fun 
and for the work you’ve done for 
the church! 
 

SR. CHOIR 
 

We will practice Maundy Thursday 
after the worship service.  We will 
be singing at the second service on 
Easter Sunday, April 12.  Thanks 
for the great job done in March!!!!!!  

—Colleen 
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 Thank you for all of the thoughts 
and prayers for David after his fall. 
It is wonderful to have such great 
community support and care.  

Thank you  
David and Sharon Fevold  

and Family.  
 
 

On Sunday, 
May 3, at 9:30 
a.m. we will be 
Ce lebra t ing 
with our Se-
cret Angels.  
The reception 
will be held in 
the Fellowship 

Hall.  Come enjoy a short program, 
cookies and punch! 
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      6        Dan & Cheryl Rasmussen 
    20                   Pat & Jim Peterson 
    23                    Dorothy Anderson 

 
 
 

*Zion is in need of more members to sign up for 
“Missionary for a Day.”  All you need to do is sign your 
name next to a date on the Missionary Calendar in the 
library.  Gifts range from 50 cents to whatever amount 
you wish to give. 

  1                             Gage Fevold 
                       Janice Hockemeier 
                                  Russ Norine 
  3                            Bryce Fevold 
                                  Brett Larson 
                         Kiersten McGuire 
                                  Jean Warren 
  4                      Shawn Anderson 
  5                          Don Amandus 
  6                                Kyle Kuhn    
                              Martha Norine 
                        Russell Thompson 
  7                      Whittney Mosher 
                                Izaiah Taylor 
  8                             Tom Rabbitt 
  9                            Becca Fevold 
                               Casey Hanson 
                                 Barb Rabbitt 
                                Brock Stanek 
10                             Kristin Mohr 
                        Carson Thompson 
11                               Erin Frahm 
                                  Sherri Schill 
12                  Chuck Christianson 
                                      Jo Fevold 
                     Marjorie Rasmussen 
                              Nicole Vought 
13                Elizabeth Thompson 

14                             Jerrod Frahm 
                                 Helge Skoog 
18        Jennifer (Jim W.) Carlson 
                             Kathy Peterson 
                                   Kim Rolfes 
                         Madeline Weipert 
19                    Virginia Amandus 
                                     Bob Sease 
20                     Casey Bloomquist 
                                 Angie Jepsen 
                               Lindsey Kruse 
                          Eleanor Kullberg 
21                          Cecilia Crouse 
                            Spencer Suchan 
22                            Riley Carlson 
                                Corliss Schill 
23                    Dorothy Anderson 
24                          Corrine Jensen 
                                 Jake Wabeke 
26                                Max Davis 
                            Don Rasmussen 
27                          Preston Fevold 
                               JaiCe Jackson 
                              Vicki Mischke 
28                  Matthew Thompson 
30                         Cornell Lowery 
                  Cornell Erling Lowrey 
                                 Jeff Petersen 

GREETERS 
 

 
  5        Don & Phyllis Rasmussen 
         Travis Ness & Emma Davis 
12            Marv & Corrine Jensen 
  Leanne Keith & Pauline Carlson 
19               Gary & Kellie Welter 
         Chuck & Irene Christianson 
26           Todd & Vicki Anderson 
              Rod & Shelly Warehime 

 
 

USHERS 
 

Chris Fevold 
Bob Schill 

Lonnie Carlson 
Merlyn Jensen 
Bud Johanson 
Aaron Darnell 

 
 

SCRIPTURE   
READERS 

 
 

   
  5  .......Palm Sunday—no reader 
12  .................Ned Palmer (7:00) 
      ...............Nik Telleen (10:30) 
19  ........................ Brie McGuire 
26  ............................ Greta Jansa 

 
GOWRIE   

CARE 
CENTER  
HELPERS 

                                                     
  5 ..........Dennis & Carol Barnum 
19 ....Chuck & Irene Christianson 
 

 
L ITURGICAL  DEACONS 

 
Jeff Petersen & Dawn Loseke 

APRIL 
CHURCH DUTIES 
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M ISSIONARY  FOR A DAY* 

 APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
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For a better copy of the calendar go to http://www.countrysidecoop.org/zion and click on the calendar tab on the left. 


